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The Master of Arts (MA) in Human Services is an innovative program designed to respond to 
and meet the need for graduate educational opportunities locally, regionally, and nationally. 
Washburn University is a natural provider for this program due to the success of its existing 
undergraduate human services program. With more than 30 years of history, the Department of 
Human Services at Washburn University has established itself as a leader in human services 
education.  

  
Kansas State University, in the School of Family Studies and Human Services, has the only 
human-services-related graduate program in the state. Kansas State’s program centers course 
work on individual and family development issues. The proposed Washburn University graduate 
program in human services will focus its coursework on meeting the new requirements 
established in the State of Kansas under the new licensure law for practice as a Licensed Clinical 
Addiction Counselor. There is only one other Kansas higher education institution, Emporia State, 
through its Rehabilitation Counseling Department, which offers addiction studies at the graduate 
level. The department of Human Services at Washburn University has 30 plus years of 
experience providing education in the field of addiction counseling. 

 
The proposed MA in Human Services degree is designed to directly support the stated mission of 
Washburn University to be of service to the state and region through the presentation of a high 
quality graduate program that provides educational opportunities for the adult learner who seeks 
career advancement.  In Kansas, as elsewhere, for example, the average hourly minimum wage 
offered by employers steadily increases with the educational requirements of the position. 
Occupations requiring an advanced degree, such as a master’s or doctorate, were offered the 
highest average minimum wage at $35.62 per hour (2010 Kansas Economic Report, Kansas 
Department of Labor). The projected growth for “Health Care and Social Assistance” from 2008-
2018 is 24.4%, with an average of 2.0% per year or twice the rate of all employment (.09%).   
 
Additionally, the MA in Human Services graduate program will provide a new arena in which 
Washburn University can serve as a valuable community, state, and national resource. Due to the 
well-established reputation of the Department of Human Services, the opportunity exists for 
faculty and students to interact with a multitude of agencies not only in Topeka and Kansas but 
also nationally and internationally. 
  


