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Welcome to the Intensive English Public Speaking Class.  This course is designed 
to prepare you to communicate more effectively in your regular university classes and to 
enter the undergraduate Public Speaking class offered at Washburn through the 
Communication Department. 
 
Speaking and Understanding II is a graded class.  Grades possible are: A, B, C, D, or F. 
Grades are earned in this class based on a point system.  Points are earned as follows: 
 
Weekly Idiom Tests:    10 points each 
 
Formal Speeches:     50 points each 
 
Informal Speeches:     20 points each 
 
Special Presentations:     30 points each 
 
Team Assignment:     100 points 
 
Attendance:  3 absences or less:     30 points 
          More than 3 absences:  No points 
 
 

Regular attendance is expected, and required, to successfully complete this 
course.  Absences are not excused or unexcused; you are simply allowed 3 absences 
during the semester.  We recommend you save your absences to use in case of illness. 
 

No tests, speeches, or assignments may be made up late.  Tests, speeches, and 
assignments must be presented on the required date, or no points will be given. 
 

Course content includes:  weekly idioms, conversation practice, short 
lectures/explanations by the instructor, speaking presentations by the students, listening 
practice, some structure practice, and discussion of the American culture and the 
organization of communication in American English. 

 
Class Time:  Monday and Wednesday evenings: 6:00-7:50 pm 
No Textbook required  
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Washburn University 
Course Objectives 
 
In this course students will: 
 

1.  Increase their English language vocabulary. 
2. Become familiar with idiomatic expressions. 
3. Study the linear rhetoric of American English, and its application to the 

organization of academic writing and speaking. 
4. Prepare and deliver at least 6 formal speeches. 
5. Prepare and deliver two informal presentations. 
6. Design and present a marketing project. 
7. Create and present a teaching project. 
8. Develop public speaking skills to promote more effective communication in 

English-speaking classrooms. 
9. Explore the American culture through conversation practice and interaction with 

visiting native speakers. 
10. Practice correct usage of American English grammar and structure. 
11. Develop listening skills. 
12. Practice correct pronunciation. 
13.  Increase their self-confidence, and learn techniques to ensure effective public 

speaking presentations. 

 
Procedures and Activities to Implement the Above Objectives include: 
 

1. Vocabulary-building activities. 
2. Getting-acquainted activities. 
3. Guided brainstorming and outlining activities. 
4. Individual discussion with the instructor on ways to improve specific 

preparation/delivery issues. 
5. In-class speaking presentations. 
6. Team projects. 
7. Class discussion. 
8. Modeling  of public speaking techniques and strategies by the instructor, 
9. Weekly idiom tests. 
10. Planning and presenting several oral assignments. 
11. Immediate evaluation and feedback following speech presentations. 
12. Attendance at the Washburn University Speak-Off Contest. 
13. Interaction with visiting native English speakers. 
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