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  Mabee Exhibit Features Works of 2003 Pollak Award Winner   

     The staff of Mabee Library were thrilled 
when Julie Gibbs, an art major at Washburn 
University, asked to exhibit her Senior Art Pro-
ject in the Library.  The exhibit opened the eve-
ning of Friday, April 18 with a well-attended 
reception, and ran until Friday, May 16.  Utiliz-
ing the entire main floor of the Library, Gibbs 
displayed works in a variety of media created 
during her four years at Washburn.  Paintings, 
drawings, and photographs adorned the walls 
while sculpture and ceramics could be seen in 
display cases.   
     Gibbs won the 2003 Charles and Margaret 
Pollak Art Purchase Award for one of the draw-
ings on display at Mabee, “Mother” (graphite 
on paper).  “Mother” is a self-portrait based on 
a photograph taken while she waited for her 
son’s plane to take off to take him back to his 
father.  The Pollak Award allows art faculty to 
purchase a work of art from a student.  
“Mother” will become part of the permanent 
collection of the Mulvane Museum. 
     “Mother” was also featured in another me-
dium in the centerpiece of the exhibit.  “Battles 
of Medusa” is an 8-foot installation featuring 
drawings etched into metal panels riveted to-
gether and a ceramic life molding with a hole 
cut in its abdomen.  Viewers can see panels 
painted with additional images through the 
hole.  At right the reader will see “Mother” 
etched in metal next to the ceramic life molding 
in “Battles of Medusa”.  The piece addresses 
issues of domestic violence and abusive men 
who do not take responsibility for their actions.  
Julie plans to continue her artistic studies at 
Kansas State University, where she has been 
accepted into the Master of Fine Arts program 
for Fall 2003.  Thanks in part to Julie’s involve-
ment with Mabee Library, the Library’s Facili-
ties Committee has developed a relationship 
with the Washburn University Art Department 
and will be featuring works by Washburn art 
students throughout the year.  Drop by often to 
see the ever-changing mosaic of fine art at the 
Library!  



      The Mabee Library has been on 
a self-assessment and improvement 
campaign since its 2000 strategic 
plan (http://www.washburn.edu/
mabee/stratplan/stratplan.html) 
identified assessment and improve-
ment as top priorities.  The results 
of three rounds of focus groups 
(conducted in October 2000, March 
2002, and March 2003) and three 
campus-wide Web-based surveys in 
April 2001, 2002 and 2003 turned 
out to be remarkably similar.   
     Both students and faculty told us 
that they wanted an updated build-
ing, user-friendly remote access to 
ATLAS (the Library’s online cata-
log and gateway to databases and 
Internet resources), modern equip- 
ment, easy access to collections, and  

a proactive, caring staff.  
     The Library responded by 
making the following improve-
ments to the facility, technology, 
and staff.  The improvements to 
the facility include repainting and 
recarpeting the building, creation 
of space for student art exhibits, 
the re-arrangement of seating to 
allow for more group and individ-
ual study spaces, and the creation 
of a media area on the main level. 
     Changes in technology include 
adding Ariel software to speed in-
terlibrary loan and increasing the 
number of electronic resources 
(full-text journals, databases and 
electronic books).  The Library 
also acquired software that sig-
nificantly improved the ease of 

            

 
            

      
     This past year has seen the Friends sponsor two programs that emphasize the global nature of libraries and 
information.  In December 2002 a program presented at the Annual Friends’ Meeting centered on Bulgaria 
while in April 2003 the Mabee Library Lecture Series saw a discussion of the impact of the information age in 
Nigeria. 
      On December 1, 2002, Professor Herbert Achleitner, School of Library and Information Management, Em-
poria State University (ESU) and Wanda V. Dole, Dean of University Libraries, Washburn University spoke on 
their recent experiences as Fulbright Senior Specialists in Bulgaria.  Prof. Achleitner was a consultant to the 
Faculty of Library and Information Sciences at the University of Sofia where he also gave presentations on 
Knowledge Management dur ing Spring 2002.  Dean Dole evaluated library services at the American University 
in Bulgaria and led their library staff through strategic planning in July 2002.  While in Bulgaria she also gave 
presentations on strategic planning, assessment, and ethics. 
     On April 25, 2003 the Friends of the Mabee Library sponsored the Mabee Library Lecture Series presenta-
tion of Dr. John Agada on “Building Global Library Information Science Communities: Lessons from the Em-
poria-Nigeria Project”.  Dr. Agada is Associate Professor, School of Library and Information Management, Em-
poria State University and Project Director of the Nigeria Project.  In his presentation Dr. Agada discussed the 
differences and similarities in Western and non-Western library communities as they apply to librarians, faculty, 
students, and administrators.  He used the Nigeria Project as the major example in his presentation.  Sponsored 
by the US Department of State, the Nigeria Project is an educational partnership between ESU and three peer 
institutions in Nigeria.  The project is designed to foster communication and collaboration between the faculty 
and student bodies of the partner institutions, thereby enhancing diverse and global perspectives in their pro-
grams.  The project also entails strengthening the capacity of Nigerian institutions to support the development 
of civil society in their communities. 
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      Student/Faculty Input Leads To Library Improvement 
access for remote users.  Addi-
tional changes include providing 
wireless access to the library and 
campus networks and added out-
lets for laptop computers. 
     Improvements were also made 
in staffing.  These included the 
creation of a new position devoted 
to improving reference and in-
struction in 2001. These responsi-
bilities have recently expanded to 
include other public service func-
tions (circulation, reserves and in-
terlibrary loan). In 2002 the Li-
brary hired an Assistant Director 
of Technical Services who focuses 
on technology as well as the tradi-
tional technical services activities 
of acquiring, cataloging and pre-
serving materials. 

   Library Lectures With An International Flavor 



 
 

 

       Library Facts 
           2002-2003 

 

     The Friends of Mabee Library have consistently supported the Library’s efforts to broaden the scope of the 
collections and services offered to the Washburn community.  One of the finest examples of this is the assis-
tance the Friends have provided which allows the Library to expand its collection of recorded music.  Each 
year, since 1999, the  Friends have graciously funded the purchase of Grammy award winning compact discs in 
16 categories.  The categories, selected to correspond to various curricular areas, cover a wide area of recorded 
music; from jazz to opera, and from orchestral to vocal.   These recordings provide valuable additional support 
for study as well as being popular for leisure listening.   
 
2002 Friends’ Gift 

•      Speaking of Now by Pat Metheny (Best Contemporary Jazz Album)  
•      Live in Paris by Diana Krall (Best Jazz Vocal Album) 
•      Directions in Music by Herbie Hancock (Best Jazz Instrumental Album)  
•      What Goes Around by Dave Holland (Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album)  
•      Gathering by Paquito D’River (Best Latin Jazz Album)  
•      Hairspray by Marc Shaiman (Best Musical Show Album)  
•      Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Rings by Howard Shore (Best Score Soundtrack Album for a Motion Picture) 
•      Screamin’ and Hollerin’ the Blues by Charley Patton (Best Historical Album) 
•      Mahler’s Symphony No. 6 by Michael Tilson Thomas (Best Orchestral Performance) 
•      Wagner’s Tannhauser by Daniel Barenboim (Best Opera Recording) 
•      William’s Sea Symphony by Robert Spano (Best Choral Performance) 
•      Brahm’s Violin Concertos by Sir Neville Marriner (Best Instrumental Soloist Performance with Orchestra) 
•      Chopin’s Etudes, Op. 10 & Op. 26 by Murray Perahia (Best Instrumental Soloist without Orchestra) 
•      Tavener’s Lamentations and Praises by Joseph Jennings (Best Small Ensemble Performance) 
•      Bel Canto by Renee Fleming (Best Classical Vocal Performance) 
•      Previn Conducts Korngold by Andre Previn (Best Classical Crossover Album)  
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Collections 
Number of volumes ….……….…337,394 
Number of periodical 
    and journal  titles….…………..…2,304 
 
The Library  holds several  special collections,  
including the Washburn University Archives  
and the William I. Koch History of Art 
Collection. 
   
Annual Access Services 
Items circulated……………………..…41,459 
Reference questions answered………...13,832 
Items loaned  to other libraries…………4,798 
Items borrowed  from other libraries...…2,219 
 
      Within the past decade, the Library’s  col-
lections have been expanded to include many 
of the latest electronic resources for databases, 
indexes, and abstracts, which provide access to 
scholarly literature at the University as well as 
other institutions. 

     Betty M. Casper, a former Ich-
abod of the Year and the first fe-
male president of the Ichabod 
Club, received Washburn Unive r-
sity’s Monroe Award at the 
Alumni Association Luncheon on 
April 25, 2003.  The Monroe 
Award honors distinguished ser-
vice to the University.  

     While her three children were 
students, Betty served as president 
of the mothers club for all of their 
Greek organizations.  She was 
chairwoman of a two-state region 
that helped raise funds for the 
Petro Allied Health Center, and 
also worked at the Washburn 
Bookstore during enrollment for 
13 years. 

FRIENDS’ GIFT BOLSTERS LIBRARY’S COLLECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends Treasurer  
Betty M. Casper  

Receives  
Monroe Award 



As a member of the Friends of  Mabee Library      

                your gift  will help the library:  

• Acquire new and important works for its collections. 

• Preserve and restore materials with lasting value held 
by the Library. 

• Remain accessible for everyone who wants to use it—
today and in the future. 

• Enhance its services to its constituents. 

• Sponsor lectures and other activities.  

Donations in any amount for library materials 
(books, videotapes, etc.) can be made in your own 
name or in the name of someone you wish to honor 
or memorialize.  Requests for items in specific sub-
ject areas can be accommodated.  Every item pur-
chased with such donations can include a bookplate 
with the name of the donor and/or the person who 
is being honored by the gift. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Donor 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Subject 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Amount                                                                 Phone 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

City                                                    State                                          Zip 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Inscription for book plate: 

____________________________________________________________ 

                        Yes!   
    I want to be a Friend! 
 
Membership at every level is very important to Mabee Library. 
 
                Benefactor                      $ 1,000.00 
                Sustaining                       $   500.00 
                Patron                                          $   100.00 
                Fellow                                          $    50.00 
                Friend                                          $    25.00 
                Student                                         $     5.00 
                Other Amount                   $ _______ 
 
_________________________________________ 
Name 
_________________________________________ 
Address 
_________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip 
_________________________________________ 
Phone 
_________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed 
Make check payable to: 
Washburn Endowment Association 
Friends of Mabee Library 
1700 SW College Avenue 
Topeka, KS   66621 
 
Contributions are tax deductible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         
 
 
: 
 

                        Yes!   
    I want to be a Friend! 
 
Membership at every level is very important to 
Mabee Library. 
 
          Benefactor                $ 1,000.00 
          Sustaining                 $   500.00 
          Patron                     $   100.00 
          Fellow                      $    50.00 
          Friend                     $    25.00 
          Student                    $     5.00 
          Other Amount            $ _______ 
 
_________________________________________ 
Name 
_________________________________________ 
Address 
_________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip 
_________________________________________ 
Phone 
_________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed 

Make check payable to: 
Washburn Endowment Association 

Friends of Mabee Library 
1700 SW College Avenue 

Topeka, KS   66621 
 

Contributions are tax deductible. 
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