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Alan Bearman
In the Spring 2008 newsletter
I attempted to introduce myself to you as the new Interim
Dean of the Washburn University Libraries, and to suggest the coming of change
to the Libraries. I thought
that today I would write
about some of the
changes
that
have occurred
because without the assistance of
you, our
Friends,
our goal
of client
focused
Libraries
is
impossible.
The staff
model of
the Libraries
was reorganized and our
mission
statement modified to
reflect our concentrated
efforts to focus upon our
public services, and it now
reads as follows:
“The mission of the Washburn University Libraries is
to guide teaching, learning
and research in the transformation of our commu-

nity through its intellectual
discovery and educational
experiences. We also wrote
and adopted a new two-year
strategic operational plan
to help guide our efforts
through 2010. You can view
the plan at the following Web
address:
http://www.washburn.edu/
mabee/strategic_plan/strategic_plan_2008_2010.pdf
Many of you, of course, also
participated in our Caddy
Stacks miniature golf event
during the Spring semester.
It was a great success because
we not only raised money,
but we raised the profile of
the Libraries as a place that
students want to visit. New
furniture continues to arrive in Mabee Library, along
with televisions purchased
by the Student Chapter of
the Friends of Mabee Library
and our colleagues at KTWU.
All available research makes
it clear that students need
a comfortable and inviting
place in which to study, so
we are working to refresh our
facilities to make them modern looking--to give them the
coffee shop feel. Speaking of
modern, new compact shelving was installed in the east
portion of the basement; its
buttons and the ability to
ride the shelves are proving
popular with students from

Change abounds at
Mabee Library (cont.)
across campus. Students, and
faculty, also want assistance
accessing the large number
of resources that the Libraries
hold in all their different formats. The Reference Librarians
are, therefore, now available in
Mabee Library until 11:00 pm
most nights, and we are seeing
record numbers of participants
in our RAP courses.
A major effort during the Spring
and Summer involved the revamping of the Library internet
presence. The results are, in all
honesty, fantastic because we
were able to accomplish our
goal of a user-friendly and intuitive experience. The feedback
from students, staff and faculty is one of real excitement,
so please take a look (http://
www.washburn.edu/mabee)
and then let us know what you
think.
As many of you know one of our
longtime colleagues, Patricia
Renn-Scanlan, recently retired,
and both she and her contributions will be missed greatly. A
reception to honor Patricia is in
the works, so please look for an
invitation to that event because
I know that many of you will
want to thank her for all of her
efforts on behalf of the Washburn Libraries. We can, how-
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NEW COLLEAGUE

ever, also report with great
excitement that a new member of our team is now with
us. Our new Technology Librarian, Tammy Baker, began
work on September 8, and we
look forward to her helping
us move the Library agenda
forward.
So, as promised, lots of
change! And, much more to
come!
I’ll see you in the stacks.
Best Wishes
Alan

The Library is
where I study. As
it becomes more
comfortable,
others will join
me!
– Amy Billinger
Washburn Student

Tammy K. Baker joined the Mabee Library on September 8, 2008 as the
new Technology Librarian. She relocated to Topeka from The Woodlands,
Texas, where she served as Technology Librarian for the Lone Star College System. Prior to that, she was the
Online Catalog Manager at the Ohio
Historical Society in Columbus, Ohio
and the Systems Librarian at Hollins
University in Roanoke, Virginia. Tammy is originally from Atlanta, Georgia,
and grew up in the Southeast; she received her Bachelor of Arts in English
from the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro and her Master of Library Science degree (with honors)
from North Carolina Central University.
Tammy is very excited about being
the administrator for the Associated
Topeka Libraries Automated System
(ATLAS) which includes the Washburn

University Libraries, the State Library
of Kansas, the Kansas Supreme Court
Law Library, and the Kansas Historical Society Library and Archives. Additionally, she will be working on the
Institutional Repository, which houses digital collections of the Washburn
University Libraries. Tammy has over
a decade’s experience in administering integrated library systems as
well as with managing library Web
sites and she has presented at several conferences. She’s been involved
with the Legislation and Regulation
Committee of the Library and Information Technology Association
(a division of the American Library
Association) and has served on the
Customers of Dynix, Inc. Board of
Directors as well as the Columbus
Junior Chamber Executive Board.
Tammy says that she’s “really happy
and proud to be a part of the Washburn community. The staff at the Mabee Library, Curriculum Resources
Center, and the School of Law Library
have been very helpful and are so
welcoming. I’m looking forward to
being an asset to the library community. I also enjoy being a Midwesterner.” In her spare time, Tammy enjoys
reading, movies, dining, swimming,
walking, playing broomball and
racquet sports, serving her community, and learning new things.
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Farhan Makda

STAFF NEWS

Library Web sites became the face of

libraries on the Web during the past
decade. They evolved from plain
pages with a small number of links
to multi-faceted sites that offer direct
entrance to hundreds of different
resources. In many cases, this development occurred with little thought
about library clients, often resulting
in sites that are hard to manage and
difficult for users to navigate. This
was the case when I was hired at
Mabee Library in Digital Initiatives.
In the spring of 2008, Dr. Bearman
asked if we could rejuvenate our Web

Heather Smith-Collins

CRC NEWS

Where can you find Curious George,
Madeline, Harry Potter and Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants on campus? Is there a place to laminate
materials for educational projects?
Where can you find ways to teach a
unit on weather to primary graders?
The Curriculum Resources Center
in Carnegie Hall! The CRC, a model
preK-grade 12 school media center
with a wealth of materials, serves
preservice teachers and area educators. Fall semester hours are: 8 AM
– 6 PM Monday through Thursday, 8
AM – 5 PM Friday, and 10 AM – noon
on Saturday. Exceptions are fall break
and Thanksgiving break.
Phone
670-1436 for more information.
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presence to make it more usable and
cohesive. I quickly started a process
of consultation with a variety of student groups and examined hundreds
of other university library Web sites.
On July 19, 2008, I launched our new
and improved Web presence that is
now live and available for our users.
One of our goals in the redesign
is to allow for continual improvement so please let us know how
we can make the Web site better.
My E-mail: farhan.makda@washburn.edu Mabee Library URL:
http://www.washburn.edu/mabee

Many changes occurred during the
summer for the CRC. Construction for
the new CRC digital lab is now nearing completion. We recently received
a gift from KTWU of a 42” flatscreen
television which now occupies a large
portion of the south wall of the digital
lab. The CRC eagerly looks forward to
working with preservice and practicing teachers to create digital teaching
aids and provide access to the vast array of quality educational programming through KTWU and PBS with
this generous gift. We look forward to
hosting Ready-to-Learn workshops
and join in other collaborations with
KTWU. Partnering the CRC’s resources
and goals with KTWU’s is a natural fit!

Librarians Write Information
		
Literacy Plan
Judy Druse

The Mabee librarians are busy
drafting a comprehensive information literacy plan for the
University. Information literacy
is defined by the Association of
College and Research Libraries as
“a set of abilities requiring individuals to recognize when information is needed and have the
ability to locate, evaluate, and use
effectively the needed information.” Students frequently become
confused and overwhelmed by
the sheer amount of information
accessible to them. Simple tasks
such as locating a journal article
are for many an exercise in frustration. Information literacy is the
way to cut through the quagmire

and make sense of all the information that is available. The
Libraries current approach to
teaching undergraduates basic research skills is vigorous
but decentralized. Discipline
faculty and library faculty must
work jointly to overcome this
deficit and provide Washburn
students with the instruction
they need to succeed both at
the University and beyond it.
The time has come to implement a comprehensive Information Literacy Program that
begins with the first year and
builds incrementally throughout a student’s academic career.

WISH LIST
Scanner for Special Collections
Digital Camera
Oxford Reference Collection Online
Database Subscriptions
Booth Seating
Coffee Shop
ARTstor
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Library Hosts Apeiron

Students Present at Day of Transformation

Judy Druse

Judy Druse

On April 18 Mabee Library
hosted a poster session as part
of the Washburn University
Apeiron, a forum of student research, scholarship and creativity. Apeiron is an ancient Greek
term meaning boundless or infinite, a term which fittingly embraces students who are capable of work that knows no limits
and transcends all boundaries.
The Apeiron allowed Washburn
students from all disciplines
to showcase their projects in a
setting similar to a professional
meeting. A reception to honor
the Apeiron participants followed the poster presentations.

Day of Transformation poster

and oral presentations were
given at The Mabee on April
24. The event highlighted
four types of transformational experiences in the lives of
Washburn students: scholarly or creative activity, community service, leadership,
and international education.
This special occasion was a
celebration of exceptional
work by students and the
faculty who mentored them.

Photos by Judy Druse
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