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"You are educated when 
you can read, write, 

calculate, communicate, 
think, rea on and u e 

good judgment. " 
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DR. ARTHU R ALLEN FLETCHER 

SUNRISE: December 22, 1924 
SERVICE: July 21 , 2005 

Greater Mount Calvary Holy Church 
610 Rhode Island Avenue, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

Bishop Alfred A. Owens, Jr. , Pastor 
Evangelist Susie C. Owens, Co-Pastor 

Elder Tejada Hanchel/, Officiating 
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Arthur Allen Fletcher was born in Phoenix Arizona on December 22, 1924. 

He enlisted in the Army after high school , was wounded while fighting in a tank division under General 
George C. Patton , and received a Purple Heart. He was a defensive end for the Los Angeles Rams, and 
became the first black player for the Baltimore Colts. He graduated from Washburn University in 
Topeka, Kansas (1950) and received a law degree from Chicago's LaSalle Extension University. 
Fletcher is the recipient of honorary degrees from Allegheny College, Malcolm X College, Washburn 
University, Virginia Union College, and Denver University. 

Dr. Fletcher, known as "Doc" by his friends , got involved in Republican Party politics as vice chairman of 
the Kansas Republican Party in the mid-1950s. He considered himself a member of the party of 
Abraham Lincoln. He believed it was vital for African-Americans to be active and influential in the 
political system. 

He invested over half a century improving America's economic, political , and social culture from one of 
exclusion to one of inclusion. Widely recognized as the Father of Affirmative Action , Fletcher has been a 
champion for the passage and enforcement of voting rights , education , employment, housing, public 
accommodations , and business opportunity legislation at all levels of government. 

Fletcher served as an advisor to Presidents Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford , Ronald Reagan and George 
H.W. Bush. He was proud to serve as Assistant Secretary for Employment Standards in the United 
States Department of Labor, United States Delegate to the United Nations, Deputy Urban Affairs Advisor 
to President Ford , Vice Chairman of the Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation , and Chairman 
of the United States Commission on Civil Rights . Under his leadership as Executive Director of the 
United Negro College Fund, the phrase ... "a mind is a terrible thing to waste" ... pierced America's 
conscience. One of his most satisfying accomplishments was raising funds for Thurgood Marshall to 
pursue Brown vs. Board of Education. 

For more than 60 years, Arthur A. Fletcher, political appointee , historian, lecturer and C.M.E. ordained 
minister, championed the protection of individual rights afforded by the United States Constitution and 
utilized affirmative action to defend those rights . Always believing in the political process , and in the 
importance of public policy debate, Dr. Fletcher ran for the California State Legislature (1962) ; Lt. 
Governor of Washington State (1968) , and Mayor of the District of Columbia (1978). 

Dr. Fletcher and his wife , Bernyce, owned and managed Fletcher & Associates. Their business mission 
was to provide government relations , management and human resource development. The firm also 
conducted affirmative action technical assistance seminars and workshops at forty-seven institutions of 
higher learning throughout the country. During the 1980s, they served 68 ,000 meals a month to troops 
at Fort Belvoir, VA. In a joint venture with the Greyhound Corporation , the company provided food 
service and lodging at the Alaskan pipe line construction project. 

Arthur Fletcher co-founded Fletcher's Learning Systems, Inc., a firm specializing in the production of 
multimedia training products. The firm conducted technical assistance seminars and workshops for the 
public and private sector to assist them in compliance with federal , state and local government statutes , 
rules , regulations and guidelines. Inspired by the words of Mary Mcleod Bethune as far back as the 7th 
grade, Art Fletcher traveled the world educating thousands in economic empowerment. At the time of 
his death on July 12, 2005, he was planning his next trip to speak in Birmingham , England. 

He is preceded in death by sons , Arthur Fletcher, Jr. (1973) and Phillip Fletcher (1989) ; and daughter, 
Phyllis Fletcher (1990). Arthur Allen Fletcher is survived by his loving wife of 40 years, Bernyce Hassan
Fletcher; three children , Joan Fletcher (MD) , Sylvia Fletcher (CA) , and Paul Fletcher (FL); 16 
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren; a lifetime friend , Leroy Toombs; 
devoted godchildren, Kathy Keolker-Wheeler and Chris Baker; plus a host of relatives and friends . 
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Rev. Dr. William Gray 
Ambassador George Haley 
Ms. Cathy Hughes 
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson , Sr. 
The Hon . Alexis Herman 
Mrs. Sam Jackson 
Mr. Vernon Jordan 
The Hon . Barbara Lee 
Mr. Rick Leggett 
Dr. Henry Lucas 
Mrs. Kayte Mclaughlin-Young 
Mr. Art McZier 
The Hon . Eleanor H. Norton 
Rev. Cathy Patterson 
Mr. Clarence J . Patterson 
Mr. Ross Patterson 
Mr. Pete Peterson 
The Hon . Colin Powell 

IN APPRECIATION 

Mr. Irving Thompson , Jr. 
Min . Darin 0 . Walker 
Mr. Derek 0 . Wa lker 

Mr. Franklin Raines 
Ms. Carnice Raul 
Ms. Julieanna Richardson 
Mrs. Margaret Rush 
Mr. Edward Rye 
Ms. Willietta Schley 
Mr. Curtis R. Smothers 
Mr. Eric Stradford 
Mrs. Stephanie Stradford 
The Hon. Percy Sutton 
Ms. Janie Tisdale 
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The Hon . C. Delores Tucker 
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Mr. Abe Venable 
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The family of Dr. Arthur Allen Fletcher sincerely appreciates all of the prayers, calls , flowers , 
and support received during the passing of our loved one. A special thank you is extended to 

the United States Department of Defense, the Military District of Washington 
and the Greater Mount Calvary Holy Church family . 

INTERMENT 

The Arlington National Cemetery 

REPAST 
The repast will follow the Interment at Greater Mount Calvary Holy Church . 

For additional information on the Life and Legacy of Dr. Arthur Allen Fletcher, 
please visit the website: 

www.TheEnterpriZe.com/FRIENDS 



THE VICTORIOUS LIVING CREED 

By Arthur A. Fletcher 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced that 
there is a God and I trust in his love, justice and mercy. 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced I am 
made in God's image and that his power dwells within me. 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced God put 
me here to be his servant and that I am to be an instrument of his will 
during my sojourn on earth . 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced God 
provided me with one or more gifts and talents , and that with my own 
efforts and his help , plus the aid of education and train ing , I can 
develop my gifts and talents into skills , technical or professional 
abilities and be rendered able to do some of the worlds work. 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced that if I 
try God will help me find ways to use my skills , technical or 
professional ability in service to his cause. 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced that in 
serving God's cause , I will be able to sustain my own life and be of 
benefit to mankind and humanity in the process . 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced that in 
serving God's cause and sustain ing my own life and being of benefit 
to mankind and humanity, my deeds, private and public will become 
the building blocks out of which a victorious life is built. 

I believe my living will not be in vain because I am convinced that by 
following this creed my life 's work will be dedicated to God , and my 
life style will become a light, a guide and example that my family , 
friends, acquaintances, associates and others might use in fulfilling 
their destiny du ri ng thei r sojourn on earth . •!• 
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Elder Tejada Hanchell, Officiating 

The Processional. ..... .. ........... ... ... .. ... ...... .. ............ .... .. ..... ... ... ...... .. . The Clergy and Family 

The Musical Tribute .... .... .. ........ .............. .... .... ........ ............ ...... ..... The Heritage Signature Chorale 

The Scriptures 
Old Testament. ... ..... ... .... ............ ... ...... ....... . .. ... ... .. ... ........ ... .......... ... Ezekiel 2:1-5 
New Testament. ... ... ...... .. .... ... ......... ..... ... ................ ... .. ......... . ... ... Romans 12:9-21 

The Prayer of Comfort 

The Musical Tribute ....... ............... .... . .... .. ... ....... ... ... .. . .... .. .. The Heri tage Signature Chorale 

The Expressions (2 minutes) ... .. ..... ... .... .. ......... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. . ... .... ... .... ... ... ..... . .. ...... .. .. .... ... . 

Mr. Paul Fletcher 
Representing the Fletcher Family 

Mr. Harvey Jones 
Representing Mr. Leroy Toombs and Friends 

The Honorable Kathy Keolker-Wheeler 
Mayor of Renton, Washington 

Dr. Donald M. Ehat 
Former Minister of Education, Billy Graham Ministries 

Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
Chair, National Council of Negro Women 

The Honorable Michael Steele 
Lt. Governor, Maryland 

The Honorable Alexis M. Herman 
23'° Secretary of Labor 

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Gregory Kellam Scott 
Director, Indiana Civil Rights Commission 

The Musical Medley ... .. ...... ... .. .... ... .. .. ...... .. ................ ....... . ... .................. Minister Pau l Heflin 
· Accompanied by Minister Joe Mangum 

The Resolutions and Letters .. .. .. .. .... ... ... .. . ... ......... ..... ........... .... ... .... The Honorable Barbara Lee 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Life and Legacy ......... ... ... .... .. .. (Silent Reading) . .. .. ........ .......... Music by Mr. Keter Betts 
Internationally acclaimed bassist 

The Introduction of the Speaker .... .. .. ..... .... .. .. ... ........... . .... .... ... ... . . .. ... . Elder Tejado Hanchell 

The Musical Tribute .... ... .. ... .. ..... . "One Moment With You" ... .... .. .. .... ...... .... .. Minister Jon Waller 
Bridgeway Community Church - Columbia, MD 

The Eulogy ... ...... ....... ........ ... ... ... ..... ... ...... ............ .. ... Reverend Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr. 
Trinity United Church of Christ - Chicago, IL 

The Musical Tribute ...... ........ .... ... ....... ..... .. "Well Done" .... ..... .............. .... Minister Chance Glenn 
Morningbird Music - Rochester, NY 

The Recessional 
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The American Association for Affirmative Action (AAAA), a national membership organization of equal employment opportunity 
(EEO), affirmative action and diversity specialists , mourns the passing of Arthur A. Fletcher, lovingly known as the "Father of 
Affirmative Action ." Fletcher served as Assistant Secretary of Labor during the Nixon Administration and is given credit for 
creating the Philadelphia Plan , the first affirmative action program that established employment goals for federal contractors in 
the construction industry . AAAA President Robert W. Ethridge, PhD, said , "America has lost a great hero and patriot. Arthur 
Fletcher devoted his life to preserve the promise of the Constitution for all Americans .... Dr. Fletcher spoke at our annual 
meeting in April 2005 and gave a rousing speech about his struggle to enforce affirmative action programs when he served in 
the Nixon Administration . He also spoke about his most recent campaign to open the doors of opportunity through community 
reinvestment laws .... Arthur Fletcher will be sorely missed. We who have taken up the challenge to promote and protect 
affirmative action will always remember our great pioneer." The mericrm Association fo r Afjirmatii•e ction (A ) 

The nation has lost a five star general in the army for social and economic justice. Art Fletcher made an invaluable contribution 
to the advancement of those who were denied the fundamental right to participate in our society. He understood that to 
eliminate racial inequality in American economic life , something more than nondiscrimination was required. Nothing less than 
affirmative action - - - clearly stated and consistently enforced - - was the sine qua non for assuring equal economic opportunity 
in America. Art Fletcher lived by his values and beliefs. He never flinched or compromised is pursuit of economic justice , even 
at the cost of personal comfort and financial reward. He paid a price for his convictions, but held fast to them, and tried to 
proselytize others to the very end . I will always value the life and work of Arthur Fletcher, and feel honored that he considered 
me a friend . Dr. Bernard£. A nderson , // 'liar/o 11 School, l/ of I'. I, .former Assistant Secretary of Lahor, Cli111011 Admi11is lratio11 

Art Fletcher, my friend and brother! Many people may know him as the Father of Affirmative Action and by many other great 
names. But I know that no matter how high he flew, he never forgot his roots . The family has our prayers. Rev. Dr. Willie Taplin 
Barrow, hair Emeritus, PUS/I, Chicago, IL 

Arthur Fletcher was a legend in his own time and in his own way. He opened many doors that were closed to blacks, women and 
other minorities. His history is filled with successes in breaking down barriers and opening doors . Art left some very large shoes 
to be filled . Let us rededicate ourselves to the lofty goals that he set for himself and for America in general. The timetable for 
total justice and equality in every facet of our lives is now. May God bless and keep Art Fletcher in his care. Bob Brown, B& C 
Associates, lligh Point, NC Special . lssis ta11110 President ,\lixo11, 1968 

Art was good for the Republicans. He performed a great service within the Republican Party. I knew him well here on the West 
Coast and during the short stay with the UNCF. Dr. Da11iel A . Collins. Sa11 Fra11cisco. C l. /JDS, cil'ic octil'ist 

Art Fletcher was a Renaissance Man. He represented the best of mankind . His vision goes back to his basic education as he 
took the skills and honed them to be 'way in advance of his time. When he had the vision for the Philadelphia Plan , he faced the 
challenges of being within a political environment that was not always friendly . Yet he stood up for those things that were right. 
He leaves a legacy that all would do well to emulate. I'm proud to have called him my friend . Earl G. Grm•es, Sr., Founder a11d 
l,ublisher of Black Enterprise maga: ine. author, e111repre11eur 

It has been a special honor and privilege to have known Art Fletcher over many years. I have always admired his tenacious 
zeal and action on behalf of his fellow mankind . Art is credited with setting the stage for today 's workplace and workforce 
diversity efforts. His visionary efforts in the labor arena paved the way for many of us . My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family . Ale.xis M. /lerman, 23" Secretan• of Lahar 

Art , though a Republican , reached beyond the typica l boundaries of Republicanism and championed the causes that benefited 
African Americans . These were not easy positions to take during the zenith of his career, but he defied the conventional odds 
and left a legacy that we all can admire . In other words, Art "took the road less traveled." Dr. Etl1wml Irons, Prof essor of 
F111a11ce. E11trepre11eurship, Clark A tla11ta l111il·ersity, A 11011/a, GA 

Art was truly , truly a champion . My heart goes out to Bernyce and the family . Cathy llughes, Rad111 0 11e, Chair, F111111der 

Although Art Fletcher has departed this Earth, his light still shines. The light that shines is no ordinary light. The world will see it 
and it will give solace to innumerable hearts. For that light represented the living truth ... the eternal truths , reminding us of the 
right path , drawing us from error, moving th is country forward . Rest In Peace My Brother. En•i11 ll'ebh, Jr . . Jl'ashi11gto11. DC, 
f ormer l 'SDA, Cli111011 Ad111i11is1ratio11 
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At the beginning of my Federal career, Art Fletcher agreed to allow me and my peers to be tutored by his staff at the Department 
of Labor. We were members of the first class in the first formal Federal Civil Rights training program, sponsored by the Federal 
Highway Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation . He spoke to Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
Department of Transportation (DOT) employees at several Black History Month observances. His insightful observations 
reflected his experiences, touched the hearts and minds of his audiences, and his demonstrated leadership inspired others to 
learn more and risk more as they became more effective "Change Agents." Art's earnest desire was to ensure that minorities got 
their fair share of monies they had paid into Federal coffers through their taxes, which were collected in a nondiscriminatory 
manner. His ability to cut through bureaucratic gobbledygook and articulate his perception of the problem and workable 
alternatives that could be guaranteed to elicit broad support is the stuff of legends. The Civil Rights community and the Nation 
have lost an irreplaceable Hero and Patriot. Ed forris, . lssociate Administrator for C'i1•il Rights, Fl IJl'A (Retired) 

Art Fletcher's work and deeds are for some who are dead, a few who are living and many more yet unborn who will enter a better 
world because he lived and served mankind. Bob J. ash, Former White /louse Personnel Director ( 1995- :!IJO I) 

I was working with Secretary Brennan while Arthur Fletcher was Assistant Secretary. I remember him as a very effective 
Assistant Secretary, kind and pleasant man and someone who always remembered to speak to every one. I know he must be 
with God's Angels . Kathy Pourhashe111i, 30 year career employee, retired, US Depart111e11t of Labor 

A great leader has passed . His legend lives on in his wonderfully meaningful career. We are blessed to have him in the 
Archives of our HistoryMakers . Julien11 nn Richardson, Founder a11d E\ecutive Director, The llistory/llakers 

In the law, Art was one of a kind , unique. He was a man of integrity, intellect and intuition. I once represented a minority 
contractor ... and I was involved in the argument of a case before the Court of Appeals . Confronted by a court panel of three 
judges who did not appear sympathetic or interested in my legal arguments or the interests of my client, I left the court just a 
might depressed and concerned . As I came out Art asked, "Well what happened?" I said , "Art, they reminded me I am Black." 
He said , "You knew that before you went in! If you don't like the struggle , get out of it." Art, a man of wisdom due to "failures" 

too great to count , used his trials to return a success and a promise to so many that, "Our day will come!" 

As I was recently appointed "Director" of the Indiana Civil Rights Commission, Art and I talked two to three times per week. We 
reviewed material to be used, the history and his participation in the school desegregation law suit of Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka , KS, and recent statistics and articles published in the Indianapolis Star indicating during the previous 
administration (noting that] the reports out of the Department of Education were misleading . Art discussed the importance of 
education, its role in training and retraining adults for employment in the global economy and under circumstances much different 
than before. While he will be so missed, I know he is still sharing wisdom, insights and experience with St. Peter. More 
importantly, as my mentor, I know he will continue to guide me by his intellect, teach me the value of personal courage and assist 
me by invigorating me with integrity. Gregory Kellam Seo/I, f)irector, Indiana Civil Rig hts Commission 

Art Fletcher was a non-partisan champion of ALL the people. In 1974, when Washin!~ton , DC first got Home Rule, our elected 
D.C. City Council was mostly Democrats. We had never run anything governmental in our lives. When we first got on the 
Council , we would caucus to determine how to best serve the people, we Democrats plus Art Fletcher. Art served on various 
committees helping us immensely to develop the basics of an operating structure under the new Home Rule charter. Art was 
masterful in bringing all viewpoints together regardless of affiliation. We loved him and we will miss him. adine Winter, /JC City 
Councilperson, 19 7 5-199 1 

"Calm down, calm down," were Art's gestures from the back of the room to his young political mentee whom he deemed to be too 
excitable while responding in a debate. In addition to all of the important positions he has held , to many of us , Art will be 
remembered first and foremost as a teacher, a counselor and a coach. He was quick to fill in the gaps in our knowledge and 
understanding of things past and present. His kind , and at times forceful , censorship will be missed. Art was sometimes wrong , 
but he was never in doubt about anything . We will miss you old friend . Bob Woorlmn, Sr., President, The National Center for 
Neighborhood Enterprise, Washington, /JC 

Elijah spoke to Elisha , ask what shall I do for thee. (2 Kings 2:9) . I called you Dr. Fletcher. I saw you as an embodiment of 
wisdom, love , compassion ; teacher; defender of justice; encourager; and guide through the maze of life challenges as a chi ld of 
God. I received you as one of the spiritual fathers God placed in my life. I will never forget your sharing the word of God, the 
nuggets of wisdom, nor your genuine concern for my well-being and maturity as a daughter of the Kingdom of God. As Elisha 
beheld Elijah upon his translation , a double portion of the anointing was received. I thank God for allowing me to receive even a 
thread of your mantel ! To God Be The Glory! Thank you mother Fletcher for sharing Dr. Fletcher with so many sons and 
daughters. Rev. Marily n Williams Thom/011 , Esq ., /leritage !nternalional Alinistries. Baton Rouge. LA 


