
Detroit ex-Mayor Young 
bugged since '40s by FBI 
Activi t never charged with a crime 

DETROIT (AP)-FormerMay
or Coleman Young, who ran the 
city for an unprecedented 20 
years, was under FBI surveillance 
for roughly four decades, the De
troit News reported yesterday. 

Records obtained under the fed
eral Freedom of Information Act 
show the surveillance began in the 
1940s when agents who suspected 
the well-known labor activist had 
Communist ties followed him to 
union organizing meetings, the 
newspaper said. 

Federal agents continued keep
ing tabs on Mr. Young through the 

1 1980s, when bugs were planted in 
his office in the Manoogian Man
sion - the city's mayoral resi
dence. 

Mr. Young, Detroit's longest
serving mayor and its first black 
mayor, took office in 1974 and re
tired in 1994 after five terms. He 
died in November 1997 at the age 
of 79. 

Six federal investigations 
probed Mr. Young's adrnirustra-

( 

tion, but he never was charged 
with a crime 

However, people sent to prison 
as a result of those investigatlons 
include Police Chief William Hart 
and Kenneth Weiner, Hart's top 
deputy and a business partner of 
Mr. Young. 

Hart and Wemerwere convicted 
of embezzlmg about $2.5 million 
each from a pohce department 
fund used to make drug purchases 
during undercover investigations. 

In all, the Detroit office of the 
FBI compiled 1,357 pages on Mr. 
Young. 

The agency released 925 pages 
to the News. 

In 1995, Mr. Young had com
plained to the newspaper about 
what he called "a witch hunt " 

"Anyone could see the consis
tency and persistency m the FBI's 
interest and mvestigation of my ac
tivities," he told the newspaper. 

Records of secretly recorded 
conversations show Mr. Young re
peatedly complained that blacks 

Coleman Young 

rarely got a fair shake from big 
business. 

He also railed about former De
troit Tigers owners, calling John 
Fetzers "too cheap" to fix the sta
dium. 

"He had his way of doing things. 
When Coleman was m power, that 
was the only way to do things -
right or wrong - in Detroit," said 
Wilbur Rich, a political scientist 
who wrote a 1996 book about the 
formelil mayor and Detroit politics. I 




