
State Republicans Recruiting Blacks For 1974 Campaign 
Oklahom a De mocrats won't 

be able to count on the Blacks 
deliver ing the crucial vote in 
a close election in 1974--not 
if a hard -working Black GOP 
s uppo rter has her way. 

Mrs. Lennie P. Tollive r, 
chairpe rson of th e Oklahoma 
Minorit ies Activities Com
mitteP for th e Republic ans, 
along with other Republican 
leaders huddled with Black 
representat ives of the news 
media - - Black an d White-
at a buffet SPSSion at GOP. 
Headquart e rs . on NW 23rd 
Monday nlghL 
Under Mrs . Tollive r 's lead

ership, minorities have been 
making in roads into what was 
onc e cons idered a solid bloc 
of votes for the Democrats. 

Among . st ate Republican 
leaders meeting with the Bl
ack newsmen, besides Mrs. 
Tolliver, were Clarence E. 
Warner, Republican State Ch
airman; Mrs. Grace Boulton, 
National Committeewoman, 
member for Oklahoma; Mrs. 
Helen Salmon, GOP State 
Vice-Chairperson; Joe Kin
ney, .III, legislative assistant 
to Sen. Bellmon, and Luther 
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Woodard, minority field rep
resentative for Sen. Bartlett, 
This was the first time 

either party -- Republican or 
Democrat -- has "Wooed" he 
Black news men. 
The Republican officials po

inted out that they wanted a 
new Input in order· to touch 
base with the minorities. 

Chairman Warner said that 
the GOP donations are on the 
Increase from small donors 
and that many contributions 
have been coming in from the 
Black community. 
He also pointed out that the 

Republican Party In Oklaho
ma was ·encouraging Blacks 
to run for public office -
city, state and national -
and that they (Blacks) would 
have the solid support of 
the partv. 

"As Republicans, we recog
nize that we need to offer 
viable alternatives to the 
minority community," Mrs. 
Tolliver and Warner said in 
a joint press release. "We 
are aware of the need tor an 
aggressive sales effort re
lated to our principles , pro
grams, and achievements. We 

need to promote attractive 
candidates for an political 
offices and programs which 
are relevant to all segments 
of society." 
In the press release, it was 

pointed out the Black press 
is the second oldest ethnic 
press in America. It boasts 
of over 7 million readers 
weekly. In combination with 
some 200 Black-oriented 
radio stations and a numbe r 
of all Black television talk 
shows, the comm unications 
media reaches an estimated 
10 to 15 million Blacks dur
ing the week. 

Mrs. Tolliver and Mr. War
ner's joint statement contin
ued: 

"Within the Republican Par
ty, Blacks especially have a 
heritage of which they can 
be proud. Of the three Blacks 
who have served in the U.S. 
Senate, all have been Repub
lican- - Hiramn Revel and Bl
anche K. Bruce of Mississ
ippi, and Edward Brooke of 
Massachusetts. 

"Between 1868 and 1934 there 
were 41 Black Congressmen, 
all Republicans, They came 
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from Geo rgia, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Florida, Mississi
ppi, Louisiana, North Ca
rolina, Virginia, and Illinois, 
With the advent of the New 

Deal and the Roosevelt Ad
ministration, that trend has 
been reversed completely and 
no Black Republican is ser
ving in th e House of Repre
sentatives despite the fact that 
the Nixon-Al?;new ticket scored 
an overwhelming victory. 

"In Oklahoma, th e potential 
Black vote Is approximately 
105,01)0 or 5.8 percent of the 
population. We are aware of 
the fact th.at less than a 5 
pe rcent vote can make the dtf
ference in. an election. The 
number . of potentially eligible 
Black voters in Oklahoma is 
increasing. There are in ex
ces s ·of 11,000 young Black 
people between the ages of 
18 and 20 for 7.8 percent 
of this age group." 

Mr. Joe Younger, one of the 
Party historians, cited the 
record of President Eisen
hower (1952- 56). He said the 
Eisenhower Headquarters 
employed the first Black as a 
paid campaign s taff member, 

Rebecca Hailey. 
Younger also recalled that 

Roscoe Dungee, founder and 
ed itor of th e Black Dispatch, 
was a s trong Eisenhowe r 
supporter and th at the office 
had Eisenhowe r signs in its 
window. 

"During th e Eisenhow er Ad
ministration , he (Dunjee) and 
Leora Hodge led the group 
which brought to Oklahoma 
City the post office located 
on Eastern Ave. , Younger re
called. "He was Instrumental 
in plac ing the first three Bl
acks on the Fede ral Hous ing 
Authority," Younger said, 
"two of whom are still there 
and a Black with th e Farmers 
Home Loan." 

Mrs. Tolliver and Warner 
also outlined to the Black ' 
newsmen (and women) that 
when Oklahoma became a 
state , Indians and Blacks were 
aJ>pointed as U.S. Deputy 
Marshalls, postmasters, and 
light horsemen (National 

. Guard. 
"Democrats did not want Bl

acks in their Party so they 
became Republicans," War
ner and Tolliver said. "Bl-

ar ks voted only inPresidenl!al 
elections because no Re
publicans were running for 
s tate and county offices in 
h!'llvlly Bla('k a reas. 

l 
The state Republican lead 

ers dldn 't pull any punches 
that they were ve r' sincere in 
getting minqrities invo lv ed in
to their party. Th e extension 
of the "olive .branch " to the 
Black pres s was a step in 
th 1e right direction. 

Among Black newsmen (and 
women ) attending the bUffet 
were: Tom Dickerson, KWTV; 

1 
Henry Hawkins, Oklahom.a 
City Times; Joyce Jackson , 
KOCO; Ben Tipton, KOCO; 
Clara Luper, Black Voices· 
Cecil Will!ams, KFJL; Ma~ 
and Mrs. Kuykendall, of Law
ton Community Guide; Abram 
Ross, Ross Advertising Agen
cy. 

Also , Russell Perry and 
Alonzo Tolliver, ot The Black 
'Dispatch •. 


