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HARRISBURG , March 1 During a Capitol news conference 
members of the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus voiced 
concerns about attacks on affirmative action. 
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" Everyone would agree that the most qualified and talented 
individuals in Pennsylvania hail from every community and ethnic group 
within our borders," said PLBC Chairman Harold James. 

•The problem is that often there are structural and systematic 
barriers that prevent the best and most qualified from being hired or 
securing contracts, " James said. 

"Affirmative action is about eliminating these barriers, • James 
said. "Affirmative action is about providing equal opportunity and equal 
access for the betterment of all.• 

James, a South Philadelphia Democrat, said affirmative action 
programs protect women from sexual harassment and reduce discrimination 
based on age , physical handicaps or sexual orientation. 

James said the effort to repeal affirmative action was being 
fueled by false facts and false assumptions. Supporters of the anti 
aff irmative action legislation contend that these policies adversely 
affects whites, particularly wh i te males, while minorities and women 
gain an unfair advantage. 

However, whites comprise 86 percent of the state government 
workforce and the overall student population at the State System of 
Higher Education is 92 percent white. 

Minority firms won only 4 . 8 percent of the $400 million in 
contracts awarded by the state in 1994. Minority firms also received 
less than 1 percent of the $8 billion in services contracts and $2 
billion in commodities contracts. 

Rep. Bill Robinson, D-Allegheny, said he believes affirmative 
action policies need to be revisited. 

"We need to examine what the original intent of affirmative action 
policies were, " Robinson said. uwe must determine if those intentions 
have been accomplished . " 
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According to Black Caucus members, this issue is a political 
maneuver designed to divide the Democratic Party. Aside from prohibiting 
discrimination against African-Americans, affirmative action protects 
white females from being sexually harassed and outlaws discrimination 
against aging or physically handicapped individuals. 

"Affirmative action policies were implemented to try and remedy 
the inequities of past discrimination,• said Rep. LeAnna Washington, D
Phila. "Now, some individuals are crying foul because correcting the 
injustices of the past are threatening the status quo. • 

"Without affirmative action laws, African-Americans, Latinos, 
women, the disabled and other minority groups would not have achieved 
their current minimal access to contracts, employment and higher 
education," James said. 
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