
Pa. pols gather to · supp~rt 
--------- - ----

affirmative action 
By Sherry Stone 
Tribune S1aff I 

White males make up 33 percent of the 
United States population, yet they are 100 
percent of U.S. presidents, 80 percent. of 
tenured college professors, 90 percent of 
the U.S. Senate, 80 percent of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 92 percent of 
FORBES Magazine's wealthiest individu
als, 99.9 percent of all professional spons 
team owners and 97 percent of school su
perintendents. 

These and other facts were brought out 

at a Harrisburg news conference Wednes
day sponsored by the Pennsylvania Legis- ' 
lative Black Caucus to show why they be
lieve affirmative action is still needed. 

"We are disturbed by the false notions 
and false assumptions that are fueling the 
effort to repeal affirmative action,'' 'said 
caucus president State Rep. Harold Jawes 
(D-Phila.) 

The caucus was responding to a pro
posal by State Rep. Ron Gamble (R-Alle
gheny County) who proposed putting an 
end to statewide affirmative action. 
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"The sunoorters of thi" ~: 1 1 ~nd similar 
pieces of legislation across the nation con
tend that whites, particularly white males, 
are being adversely affected by affirmative 
action " James added. "In addition, back-

. ers of House Bill 360 argue that m.inorities 
and women have gained an unfair advan
tage and benefited greatly from affirmative 
action .... The truth is, they can not provide 
any data or documentation in support of 
these charges." 

"Affirmative action policies were im
plemented to try and remedy the inequities 
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of past discrimination," said State R$). 
LeAnna _ _F~biP;tton CD-PJ.ti!a.) " Now, 
some individuals are crying foul because 
correcting the injustices of the past are 
threatening the status quo.'' · 

Legislators at the press conference also 
noted other statistics to support their posi
tion that there is still a sharp difference in 
opportunity for non-whites and whites. 

For example, according to 1992 Bureau . 
of Research and Statistics records, unem- , 
ployment for Blacks in Philadelphia was 
15.3 percent and for Latinos it . was 16.6 

- d ·th 6 9 percent for percent co1npare Wl • -

whites in the city. There was even more of 
dis aritv between unemployment rates 

a Bol ks and whites in Pittsburgh and for ac 

Harrisburg · was 
Also the st.ate mean mco~e . 

$25 824 for Blacks, $25,918 for His~arucs 
but 'it was $37,741 for whites, a~'.ding to 
H Democratic Research statJ.sllCS. The 

ouse d is true when it comes to non-
same tren cts and non
white state government contra 1-

t.atl. on on state co white student represen 
lesze r::>ropuses. 




