
From The Desk Of 

Mildred Dalton Henry 

Mr . Fletcher : 

I am sure you will find these letters of great interest . 
They are addressed to Congressman Jerry Lewis because many of 
them are PAL Center participants who reside in his congressional 
district , AND he is on the appropriations committee . The letters , 
however , are applicable to ALL legislators . 

For what it is worth , I will forward them to our legis
lators , and chairpersons of the appropriations committees . 
All letters were actually written by the students , and are 
available for perusal . 

Please feel free to use as you deem pertinent . 

Sincerely , 

Mildred Henry 



Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am writing to you about the summer youth program. this program has helped numerous of poor 
young people over the last ten years. This program has helped teen parents . It let's us know that 
we have the opportunity like everyone else, We don't have to be on the streets selling drugs or 
steal ing . 

Sincerely, 

Tammie Harper 

Dear Congressman Jerry Lewis: 

I don't think you understand the situation down here. We teens need these summer youth 
programs. Wrthout them we couldn 't serve on the streets. What you are doing is killing kids by 
taking away from kids. When you take away these programs the streets of San Bernardino will be 
flooded with violence , and drugs. All you are doing is helping the gangs get bigger everyday, and 
that means more kids on the streets which leads to more drugs, and more killings of teens, and 
cops . 

Please reconsider. 

Yours truly, 

Tyrone Green 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am writing to you in regards to the bill you just passed. You know, the one that will take funds 
away from the summer youth program. I don't think that what you are doing is right. This program 
has taken me off the streets, and helped me to learn to work and obtain experience in the work 
field . If you take the summer programs away, you are going to be responsible for more crime in 
the streets. Instead of working teens will be on the streets, and will end up getting into trouble. I 
would also like to know what you intend to do with the money that you are taking away. I am of 
voting age, and if you don't reconsider I will not vote for you and I will encourage my family 
members to do the same. 

Please reconsider 

Yours truly, 

Juan Reyes 



Dear Congressman Jerry Lewis: 

I am writing to you concerning the summer youth program. I don' think that the bill should have 
been passed or even been thought of. This is my second time in the program, and I have learned a 
lot. Cutting money from the youth program really doesn't seem fair. 

I voted last year in the Presidential Election . But I didn't expect this from the Legislators. I think 
teenagers of today should have a chance to experience the great expectations, and limitless efforts 
of the programs offered . If you cut back the programs you 'll be cutting back the faith , and trust of 
millions of people. 

You should come and visit the school that I am attending . I feel that they have been doing a 
wonderful job. It is because of the Provisional Accelerated Learning (PAL) Center that I have the 
job that I have now. The children of today will need the help of the programs of tomorrow. It all 
depends on you . 

Please listen to the voices of many and reconsider. You're our only hope. Please understand how 
we feel. We need the programs to stay. Thank you , and remember to reconsider .... I just might 
vote for you again if you help to keep the programs around . 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Cabrera 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am writing to you in regards to the bill that was passed. I understand that funding cuts would be 
made on the summer youth programs. Maybe you were fortunate and not born to a mother who 
was on the welfare system. Well , many American weren't this fortunate. At age twenty I have a 
daughter and am currently receiving AFDC. I realize that I do need to better myself and I have 
began making those changes. 

Today, I received my first payday, and do you know how happy it made me feel? I am so happy to 
know that I will be able to buy the next package of training pants for my daughter with my own hard 
earned money. I am currently enrolled in a summer youth program, and believe me when I say 
that there is no way that an employer would hire me if I hadn't gained experience from being in this 
program. The program has also taught me better employment skills so that I can go out and get a 
job that will pay me more than minimum wage. This will only make my life better and even give me 
the chance to get off of AFDC. Not only myself, but my daughter deserves to have the best things 
in life , and I am working now to make that happen. 

I urge you to reconsider this bill , and it couldn't hurt you to just think about the children of the world , 
because they are the future . 

Yours truly, 

Jessica Loza 



August 17, 1995 

The Honorable Jerry Lewis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington , D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am writing to you to let you know that our summer programs mean a lot to me, and other 
teenagers . I feel that if you cut out the summer program it will cause more problems on the streets 
for our youth . Some may find jobs, but what about the majority that won't be able to find jobs. You 
must understand that this is the on ly source of money for many of us. What would you do in th is 
position? 

If you haven't done so already, I hope that you really think about how much the summer program 
mean to all us. 

Please reconsider. 

Yours truly, 

Albert Cunningham 
27211 Millar 
Highland , CA 92346 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am writing to you regarding our summer youth program, and how this will effect all young people. 
If this bill stands it hurt not only me, but a lot of other teens. For example: if there were not any 
summer jobs, where would I be. You must believe me, this program is helping a lot of people. 
Please reconsider, not just for my sake but for the sake of others. 

Yours truly, 

Sergio F. Melendez 
1645 Riverside Avenue 
Colton , CA 92324 



Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am currently wor ing in a summer youth program , and have been for the past four years . I have, 
with the money, been able to purchase a car, save for college , and pay various bills . The programs 
do more than just pay you . They teach you how to get a job on your own , how to manage to you r 
money, and how o do ban ing . They also have classed to he lp you improve your education . 
These programs do a lot for teenagers like me . I have a brother who is 15, and a sister who is 16. 
They both plan to work in a summer program next year. I feel it will keep them out of trouble, and 
teach them responsibi lity. ost of the youth that sign up for these programs don't have a solid 
foundation at home, or any support for the future . However, when they join a program , like his it 
shows them the right paths to a e in life . In the end it keeps them off the streets, gives them a 
sense of hope, and shows them hat they can have a better future . Have you given any thought o 
what is going to happen to the hundreds and hundreds of youth who will not have an opportunity to 
be in this program. What will they do to occupy their time? Where will they end up? In trouble, on 
the streets, or even locked up somewhere . 

I urge you to please reconsider passing this bill. Think about our future! 

Sincerely yours, 

Tera Jordan 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

I am writing to you in regards to the dismissal of the JTPA funding. I strongly feel that the decision 
that you made was very wrong . Not only for poor families, but for middle class , as well . If you feel 
that cutting these programs out will not affect the poor, and middle class , then you are wrong . What 
this is going to do is create more violence, more gangs, more killings, more hatred , and all other 
types of things that people hate to see on the news. The violence will be wide spread, it will not just 
stay in the "ghetto", yes it will overflow into the rich communities. Many "rich" kids will probably be 
afraid to go to school because someone who could have been working (under the JTPA program) 
is instead waiting around the corner to ta e the "rich" kids money. Mr. Lewis you represent 
California, so please let my petition be known "DON'T STOP THE FUNDING OF YOUTH 
PROGRAMS" because, it could be one of the biggest mistakes you have ever made concerning 

the State of California. · 

Please reconsider 

Sincerely, 

Damon Coleman 




