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UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20425 

The Honorable Mary F. Berry 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
624 Ninth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20425 

Dear Mary: 

Before you terminated our telephone conversation on Saturday, 
October 2. 1993, you made the following statement: 

"You can stay on as chairman and I will 
continue to serve as a member." 

Mary, if you think my·actions are about continuing as chairperson 
of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, disabuse yourself of that 
notion. Not only am I not interested in remaining in the Chair-a 
seat. as things stand now, I'm not sure that I'll remain on the 
Commission beyond the first of the year. 

Attached is a schedule of my firm· s seminar workshop series for the 
year 1994. The shaded weeks are the ones in which I will be 
conducting Fletcher's Learning Systems Life Management Self 
Sufficiency Seminar workshops. I have targeted the 50 cities with 
a black population of 50.000 or more as the sites for this project. 
I plan to cover 24 of these cities in 1994 and the rest in 1995. 
That being the case. I'll be in twenty-four different cities in the 
country before 1994 is over. That· s a rnankilling schedule in 
itself but that's what I plan to do. 

However, coupled with the above, I expect to have my own weekly 
radio call-in talk show on the air by the first of the year, 
scheduled to be heard in these same cities. The point is that once 
these programs are up and running, on or about January 1, 1994, I 
won-t have time to serve as chair of the Commission and will find 
it difficult to remain on the Commission at all. Therefore, you 
can inform your friends in the White House and your supporters on 
the Hill that my opposition to the proposed slate is not to block 
your appointment to the chairmanship. 

As I told you on the telephone Saturday, you deserve to be the 
Commission's next chairperson and I am prepared to vote for your 
confirmation to that position. In making that statement, I added 
the following: 
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"you are one of the most informed persons 
I know with respect to civil rights issues. 
legislative remedies. case law decisions, 
policy development and implementation 
processes." I also said that 

"where civil rights matters are concerned, 
I have the utmost respect for your keen 
insight and superb, analytical mind." 

Tn other words. Commissioner Berry, you are not the issue. 
Congressman Don Edwards· behavior regarding she 1 ving Mr. Stuart 
I shimaru down the throats of the Commission as its next staff 
director is the issue. I for one see it as a covert attempt on his 
part to micromanage the Commission out of his congressional office 
on the Hill. If that should happen, as far as the Commission is 
concerned, the separation of powers will be a myth. The agency 
would lose its independence and its policy positions will be a 
sham. Under these circumstances, the whole operation would be no 
better than it was under the GOP administration when Reagan White 
House staffers not only tried, but came close to succeeding in 
doing the same. 

Before concluding this letter, I should state the following: I 
don·t intend to allow my differences with Congressman Edwards· 
intentions to be viewed as a feud between you and me. There are 
those who would like to put a black on black crime spin on this 
one, but it won·t sell. By this, I mean a black man trying to 
frustrate the advancement of a black woman. I~ 11 reluctantly 
concede that the language in my letter to Ms. Alexis Herman may 
have lent itself to a different intention on the part of anyone 
reaching for straws in the wind. Be that as it may, you can rest 
.9.ssured that preventing you from being elevated to serve as the 
chairperson of the Commission is not--let me repeat--ia not my 
objective. 

ARTHUR A. FLETCHER 

P.S.: The attached clippings are about my new project. I have 
been testing it for over a year, and the results show that it is 
-9.lready having a positive impact in the nat1on · s economically 
depressed neighborhoods and banking community where it's needed. 




