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中国梦 

Chinese Dream   

This capstone project is an examination of the Chinese Dream. This capstone compares and 

contrasts what the Chinese Dream is and what are the people of China dreams for China. Through 

surveys and interviews, it explores the visions of the Chinese to better understand what shapes China 

and the Chinese. The results will provide a thorough understanding of the Chinese Dream and will 

provide key insights into China at the beginning of the 21st Century.  

      To achieve this goal this paper has been organized into two main sections with subsections. The 

first section examines the buildup of the Chinese Dream and various interpretations of what individuals 

believe the Chinese Dream means. It then examines through secondary sources Xi Jinping’s idealistic 

key slogan “Chinese Dream” (中国梦) from the CCP’s official Chinese perspective and compares it to 

interpretations of the Chinese Dream from western experts on the subject. Section one ends with an 

examination of the five key points of Xi’s second centenary goal of creating a ‘prosperous, strong, 

democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious modern socialist society.’ In the second section, through 

both surveys and interviews, this capstone asks Chinese from different geographic areas what are their 

interpretations of the Chinese Dream. It then explores the research design and sample, measurement and 

data analysis, results and findings followed by the discussion and conclusion sections, which offer a 

synopsis and future research possibilities. In conclusion, this study aims to understand what are the 

dreams and visions of the Chinese, which could then be used as a platform for course design or for 

further study in pursuit of a Ph.D. in international studies.  
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CHINESE DREAM (PART I)  

Since the late 1970’s China has been undergoing an economic transformation that in 2002 saw the 

responsibility of keeping this transformation advancing passed on to the leadership team of Hu Jintao 

and Wen Jiaobao who subsequently were able to pull off a decade of growth and prosperity that created 

a new middle class in China. However, the growth during this decade further stratified the society and 

impinged the lower class which lead to numerous protests in western China, specifically Lhasa and 

Urumqi through the mid 2000’s which increased up to “87,000 protests in 2005” (McGregor, "Data 

Show Social Unrest on the Rise in China”), the last year the statistics were released publically. These 

protest generated the target of Hu and Wen’s key concept of “Harmonious society” (hexie shehui) 

popularized by the bourgeois elites, officials and intellectuals, who profitted from the development of 

the country side and the cheap labor that produced the cheapest products on the planet of the “Made in 

China” brand. To the protesters the concept of “harmonious society” was a sham.  The protesters were 

largely demonstrating against the encroachment of the Han majority on their land, local economies, and 

ways of life.  

However, a middle class needed to start somewhere, and by the end of the decade the Chinese 

Communist Party had major accomplishments on many fronts, including “lifting more than 300 million 

people out of poverty, the PRC passed Japan in 2010 to become the second-largest economy in the 

world” (Callahan 1), growing incomes in the countryside, western development, growing world 

influence and a space program. All of this growth came with serious problems in pollution, 

environmental degradation, corruption and inequality existed and were accelerating.  

But what was next? It was widely acknowledged, after the Wang Lijun incident and Bo Xilai’s 

removal from post, that Xi Jinping would be the next President. A devout communist that rose through 

the ranks of the Chinese Communist Party from the foundational level. Xi Jinping was noted for his 
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efficient control and strict stance against corruption and dissonance, particularly during his post as Party 

Chief of Shanghai in 2007, in which the incumbent was dismissed due to scandal and there were 

significant political demonstrations leading up to the 2008 Olympics. The efficiency and capability in 

which Xi handled these public cases were noted and he was appointed to the Politburo in late 2007, 

which provided him the platform to eventually become the General Secretary of the CPC and the 

President of China.  

Every President of China has had key slogans that pushed their agenda. As mentioned above, Hu 

Jintao used a “harmonious society” and “scientific development”  while “former president Jiang Zemin 

had his ‘theory of the three represents’ (the Communist Party represents advanced productive forces, 

advanced culture and the interests of the broad masses) and ‘relatively prosperous society’” (“South 

China Morning Post” 33).  

But what would Xi bring to the table? Could he bring about the kind of meaningful reform the 

nation had been calling for? Could he quell the unrest and reverse the almost irremediable damage to the 

environment created by the ardent push for modernization during the last three decades? 

This question was promptly answered after Xi was promoted at the 18th CCP. There he revealed 

his vision of rule in the coming decade declaring, “to realize the renaissance of the Chinese nation is the 

greatest dream for the Chinese nation in modern history’” (“South China Morning Post” 33). The key 

slogan related to this concept came just weeks after Xi was installed as Party General Secretary in which 

he blazoned the ‘Chinese Dream’ and ‘Chinese renaissance’ as the fundamental maxim of his 

administration.  

But what does the Chinese dream mean? This section of the capstone seeks to uncover through research 

of Xi Jinping’s writings and speeches what he substantively means for his Dream. When Xi’s thought 
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was first expressed there was a great deal of speculation to its conceptualization. Some Western 

academics believed it implied the values of the American Dream, like former President Carter wrongly 

states later in this capstone. At the outset, many believed it alluded to those concepts in the Declaration 

of Independence that “held certain truths to be self-evident: that all Men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are life, Liberty and the 

Pursuit of Happiness” (Library of Congress, “The American Dream”) or something like James Truslow 

Adam’s American Dream which imagines "that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer 

and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement” (Library of 

Congress, “The American Dream”).  

Helen Wang, Chinese born, U.S. educated academic, in her book The Chinese Dream would 

have us believe that it is the latter and directed specifically towards the new middle class of China, 

“which barely existed a decade ago and will reach the size of more than two America’s in a decade or 

two. They number in the hundreds of millions, with the same hopes and dreams that you and I have: to 

have a better life, to give our children an even better life, to have more opportunities, to be close to 

families and friends, and , hopefully, to share a world that is large enough for all of us” (Wang 6).  

Though the Chinese were already dreaming in 2008, characterized by the Olympic slogan, “One 

World, One Dream.”  Does this notion of a Chinese renaissance in which “One World, One Dream” 

invoke the illustrious past of begotten time in which China was a hegemonic kingdom, proudly at the 

center of the world with the barbarians paying tribute to the emperor?  Or is it pointing out a country that 

proudly states it has never invaded another country and hopes to spread the concept of peace and world 

harmony by suggesting we are all humans living on our shared home, the earth?  
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Misunderstandings abound about China and the Chinese Dream, for example from Dr. Robert 

Kuhn, a leading western expert on China discusses in his article Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream for the 

New York Times states, “The Chinese Dream has four parts: Strong China (economically, politically, 

diplomatically, scientifically, militarily); Civilized China (equity and fairness, rich culture, high morals); 

Harmonious China (amity among social classes); Beautiful China (healthy environment, low pollution)” 

(Kuhn, "Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream."). As we will come to understand later in this section, this is not 

accurate. Kuhn neglects to mention democratic and prosperous and nowhere does Xi mention a 

‘Beautiful China’. With a more thorough understanding, Kuhn would also realize that equality and 

fairness would fall within the parameters of harmonious in the Chinese context, as opposed to “Civilized 

China.” 

Simultaneously, some people would lead us to think that the Chinese Dream is actually ending or 

is even a nightmare? Gerard Lemos, in his book The End of the Chinese Dream, interviewed people 

living around Chongqing who provided a “revealing account of the thoughts and feelings of Chinese 

people regarding all facets of their lives, from education to health care, unemployment to old age, 

politics to wealth.  Taken together, the stories of these men and women bring to light a broken society, 

one whose people are frustrated, angry, sad and often fearful about the circumstances of their lives” 

(Lemos, Preface).  Lemo’s makes it clear that he believes Xi Jinping will not be able to make dreams 

come true. 

Some Chinese themselves, like the dissident artist Ai Weiwei (below) and imprisoned Nobel 

Peace Prize winner, Liu Xiaobo in his “Charter 08” have publically denounced and expressed their 

dissatisfaction with Chinese leadership and questioned, “Where is China headed in the twenty first 

century?” (Liu, “Charter 08”). Xiaobo, and the 300 supporters that signed “Charter 08,” gave their 

interpretation of the “political reality” that “China has many laws but no rule of law; it has a constitution 
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but no constitutional government” and that “the stultifying results are endemic official corruption, an 

undermining of the rule of law, weak human rights, decay in public ethics, crony capitalism, growing 

inequality between the wealthy and poor, pillage of the natural environment as well as of the human and 

historical environments, and the exacerbation of a long list of social conflicts, especially, in recent times, 

a sharpening animosity between officials and ordinary people” (Liu, “Charter 08”).  

 

 

(Phaidon, “Ai Weiwei involved in brawl in Beijing Park”) (Chang, “Review: Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry”) 

 

Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream. The most reliable source to seek Xi Jinping’s concept of the Chinese 

Dream would be Xi Jinping, who published a major book in October of 2014 entitled, Xi Jingping: The 

Governance of China, which is a compilation of Xi’s major works, “It includes speeches, talks, 

interviews, instructions, and correspondence. The 79 pieces are arranged in 18 chapters, and notes are 

added to help readers understand China’s social system, history and culture” (Xi, Publisher’s Note). “To 

respond to rising international interests and to enhance the rest of the world’s understanding of the 

Chinese government’s philosophy and its domestic and foreign policies, the State Council Information 

Office, the Party Literature Research Office of the CPC Central Committee and the China Literature 
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Research Office of the CPC Central Committee and the China International Publishing Group have 

worked together to produce this book – The Governance of China” (Xi, Publisher’s Note). It is a product 

of the CCP leadership from the top down, and provides us with the hopes, instructions and aspirations 

(aka Dreams) of the Chinese leader at the forefront of the Chinese Dream. The Governance of China 

addresses the Chinese Dream in seven segments from November 29, 2012 to June 6, 2014.  

 

 “Visiting ‘The Road to Rejuvenation’ exhibition at the National Museum of China, along with other 

leaders, namely Li Keqiang, Zhang Dejiang, Yu Zhengsheng, Liu Yunshan, Wang Qishan and Zhang 

Gaoli, November 29, 2012, when he for the first time put forward the idea of the Chinese Dream of 

great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” (China.org.cn., “Xi Jinping visits 'The Road to Rejuvenation' 

exhibition in 2012”). 
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“Everyone has an ideal, ambition and dream. We are now all talking about the Chinese Dream. 

In my opinion, achieving the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation has been the greatest dream of the 

Chinese people since the advent of modern times” (Xi, 38). This rejuvenation, like Zheng Wang points 

out, is a return to independent, strong, proud country it once was, before imperialist humiliation.  

Although outsiders almost always speak of China’s “rise,” the Chinese 

like to refer to their impressive recent achievements and future planned 

development as “rejuvenation” (fuxing). The use of that word underscores 

an important point: the Chinese view their fortunes as a return to greatness 

and not a rise from nothing. In fact, rejuvenation is deeply rooted in 

Chinese history and the national experience, especially with regards to the 

so-called “century of national humiliation” that began with the First 

Opium War (1839–1842) and lasted through the end of the Sino-Japanese 

War in 1945. China’s memory of this period as a time when it was 

attacked, bullied, and torn asunder by imperialists serves as the foundation 

for its modern identity and purpose (Wang, Not Rising, But Rejuvenating: 

The “Chinese Dream”).  

Interestingly, this “fuxing” (复兴) that both Xi and Wang are indicating means rejuvenation, as 

mentioned above, but also renaissance. 

Renaissance, in China, was first put forth at the founding of the Chinese Republic when people 

started using Mandarin (baihua) simple Chinese instead of the complex traditional Chinese and modern 

universities were set up providing modern education. “By 1917 more than ten million Chinese had 

received modern educations” (Beck, Republican China in Turmoil 1912-1926).  These educations led to 
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great debates on how China should proceed, with popular sentiment of public intellectuals leaning 

towards western democracy or Confucianism. A lot of the youth were radical anarchists and another 

smaller group organized around Peking University were Marxist, including a young librarian assistant 

there named Mao Zedong who eventually led the founding of the People’s Republic and all that has 

followed. As Xi states, 

Over 100 years ago (at the founding of the Chinese Republic in 1912) we 

first put forward the idea of revitalizing the Chinese nation.  And since 

then we billion Chinese have been working hard to find the right path of 

development. And now we have found it. We now have the confidence in 

our own theory, our system and our own path based on our national 

conditions. We believe that as long as we continue on this right path of 

development, we will be able to finally attain the goal of rejuvenation we 

have long sought (Berggruen, Institute of Governance., “A Conversation 

with President Xi at BIG's "Understanding China" Conference”).  

This concept of renaissance and history of revolution might also indicate Xi’s desire for a 

deepening of reform in a meaningful way.  

Two Centenary Goals. Another key point of Xi’s first address, which was equally important to the 

Chinese Dream but less discussed, were the centenary goals it set forth. These goals are essential 

indicators for Chinese scholars because the Chinese have been able to achieve their five year plans with 

remarkable reliability. They also indicate what Xi’s concept of the Chinese Dream is, although vaguely, 

and when it has been reached. He stated in his closing remarks that, “I firmly believe that the goal of 

bringing about a moderately prosperous society in all respects can be achieved by 2021, when the CPC 
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celebrates its centenary; the goal of building China into a modern socialist country that is prosperous, 

strong, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious can be achieved by 2049, when the People’s 

Republic of China marks its centenary; and the dream of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will then 

be realized” (Xi, 38). So, it can be understood that when Xi Jinping is talking about ‘The Chinese 

Dream’ he means reaching these centenary goals. He has used these terms in many speeches since then.  

But what exactly does he mean by moderately prosperous society? Xi clarified in subsequent 

interviews and segments within his book that “Our first centenary goal is to double the 2010 per capita 

GDP by 2021. That means that China’s total economy will reach $15 trillion. To achieve that goal, 7% 

GDP growth rate would be enough over the next decade. I don’t think to achieve that rate of growth is a 

problem for us – even without any further stimulus measures.” (Berggruen Institute of Governance, “A 

Conversation with President Xi at BIG's "Understanding China" Conference”). China’s per capita GDP 

in 2010 was “4,433.34 USD” (World Bank, GDP per capita).  

The second centenary goal set forth by Xi and repeated throughout his book was the goal of 

building a “prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious modern socialist county 

by the middle of this century” (Xi, 59). These terms are somewhat ambiguous, making the agenda 

difficult to follow and measure. However if we look at the recent actions set forth by this administration 

along with the goals of the Twelfth Five-Year Plan from 2011-2015,  they help indicate what the 

Chinese are currently doing to create the “prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and 

harmonious modern socialist county” by 2049.  

Prosperous. The economic targets set forth in the Twelfth Five-Year Plan indicate an “economic 

restructuring, rise in domestic consumption, more that 45 million jobs to be created in urban areas, 

prices to be kept generally stable, breakthrough in emerging strategic industries, Service sector value-
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added output to account for 47 percent of GDP” (Xinhua, "Highlights of China's 12th Five-year Plan"). 

This gives a good indication of the short term goals of prosperity for China. These economic targets are 

aimed at Xi’s first centenary goal of maintaining a 7% GDP until the year 2021, or to double the 2010 

per capita GDP by 2021 which would see that the short term Chinese Dream is met. It will be interesting 

to see the economic goals of the Thirteenth Five-year Plan which some experts believe will put even 

more focus “on boosting domestic demand” (Jia, "Preparation Starts on 13th Five-Year Plan) and will be 

a critical five years leading up to "establishing a moderately well-off and harmonious society by the end 

of 2020” (Jia, "Preparation Starts on 13th Five-Year Plan).  

More long term plans set up by the Xi administration, that would last well into the middle of this 

century, are the “plans to spend billions of dollars to revive intercontinental land routes and develop 

maritime links to expand commerce and give it more weight in a freight system dominated by European 

shipping lines” (Goh, "China Pays Big to Expand Its Clout along the New Silk Road”), otherwise known 

as the “Silk Road Economic Belt” and “21st-century Maritime Silk Road.” The “government of Chinese 

President Xi Jinping has allocated an initial $40 billion to invest in better infrastructure and freight 

logistics for the trains” (Tharoor, Map: The World’s Longest Train Journey Now Begins in China) and 

already “A total of 21 Asian countries willing to join the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) as 

founding members signed a memorandum of understanding in Beijing on Oct. 24. The authorized capital 

of the bank, with headquarters in Beijing, is 100 billion U.S. dollars” (Xinhua, "China to Speed up 

Construction of New Silk Road: Xi”). 
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(Tharoor, Map: The World’s Longest Train Journey Now Begins in China) 

This “New Silk Road” rail line plan and “another proposed freight route (which) would enter 

Europe through Turkey” (Tharoor, Map: The World’s Longest Train Journey Now Begins in China) will 

help to increase the relations between China, Europe and the Central Asian countries and “aspires to 

deepen linkages between China and its neighbors via trade, investment, energy, infrastructure, and 

internationalization of China’s currency, the renminbi” (Ye, "China’s Silk Road Strategy"). It will help 

China to have their own rail line, independent from the Euro controlled lines and middle men that would 

threaten sustainability and profitability. It will also help to strengthen and renew the soft power of China 

with the Central Asian countries to its west and work to balance the regional power of the United States’ 

“Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a massive free trade agreement including 12 nations but excluding 

China” (Ye, "China’s Silk Road Strategy").  
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Somewhat less known historically, the “Maritime Silk Road dates back to as early as 2,000 years 

ago, when ancient merchants sailed from China's eastern coast, passing Southeast Asia, Southernmost of 

India and East Africa, all the way to the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, strengthening economic ties and 

cultural communication” (Xinhua, "China Accelerates Planning to Re-connect Maritime Silk Road") 

which is what the “21st-century Maritime Silk Road” hopes to do. “The 21st century Maritime Silk Road 

was proposed by Chinese President Xi Jinping in a speech on strengthening economic ties with the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations during his visit to Indonesia in October” (Xinhua, "China 

Accelerates Planning to Re-connect Maritime Silk Road"). “China's maritime trade ambitions have seen 

its state companies plow billions into port-building projects across the Indian Ocean rim, from 

Bangladesh to the Hambantota project in Sri Lanka to facilities in Kenya” (Tharoor, “Map: The World’s 

Longest Train Journey Now Begins in China”) and more recently Pakistan. At the ports, “China will 

coordinate customs, quality supervision, e-commerce and other agencies to facilitate the scheme, which 

is also likely to contain attempts to build free trade zones” (Xinhua, "China Accelerates Planning to Re-

connect Maritime Silk Road"), which seems similar to China’s own Special Economic Zones in 

combination with the concessions areas/ports that were ceded to the imperialist countries in China 

during the 20th century and the “free-trade agreement between ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations) and China, which brought about the world's biggest free trade zone for developing countries 

and greatly mitigated the two economies reliance on European and U.S. demand” (Wang, "China's 

Blueprint Means Opportunities, Not Threats”). 
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(Tharoor, Map: The World’s Longest Train Journey Now Begins in China) 

This “21st-century Maritime Silk Road” would link up Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle 

East and West Africa with cheap Chinese goods initially, but also transition the economies and fuel 

“China’s ambition to move up the value chain (providing) biotechnology; new materials; new IT; and 

high-end” (KPMG CHINA, “China’s 12th Five-Year Plan: Overview”) as stated in the most recent five 

year plan. These developing economies expect to see massive growth well into the half of this century. 

Already, the “total annual trade between Africa and China has surpassed $100 billion, Beijing has won 

its fair share of admirers too, not least among them many Africans whose quality of life has been 

improved by an influx of cheap Chinese household goods” (Tharoor, "Searching for Zheng: China's 

Ming-Era Voyager"). 

China has also invested mass amounts of cash into developing countries in Latin America and 

the Caribbean, and this region has one of the six chapters purposefully added to the Chinese Dream in 
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Xi’s book dedicated to this relationship. “Although there is a vast ocean between China and Latin 

America we are connected heart and soul. We are bound together not only by profound traditional 

friendships and close interests, but also by our common pursuit of beautiful dreams” (Xi, 62). “China 

has quickly become the largest trading partner for many South American nations and Chinese trade 

deals are much more amenable to Latin Americans.” (Fumento, "As The U.S. Sleeps, China Conquers 

Latin America"). “As recently as 2006, America was the larger trading partner for 127 countries, versus 

just 70 for China,” but “By 2011, the situation had changed drastically: 124 countries for China, 76 for 

the US” (Fumento, "As the U.S. Sleeps, China Conquers Latin America."). This shift is worrisome for 

some Americans, not only economically but the influence China would have within countries so close to 

the US. Xi stresses in his chapter entitled “The Chinese Dream Will Benefit Not Only the People of 

China, But Also of Other Countries” that “China is ready to work with Latin American and Caribbean 

countries hand in hand, supporting one another and cooperating sincerely on the path to realizing the 

great dream of development and prosperity” (Xi 62). It is these types of investments and the 

establishment of cultural networks of "Confucius Institutes" in various developing countries around the 

world that will help China to reach a “prosperous” society by 2049 as these developing countries 

continue down their path of becoming a developed country and buy goods, use renminbi, and repay 

loans. 

Strong. “Achieving the great renewal of the Chinese nation has become the dream for the Chinese 

people in modern times. This great dream we have is to make our country strong. To the military, the 

dream is make our forces strong. To achieve these aims we must strive both to enrich the country and 

build a strong national defense and powerful military” (Xi 241). China has substantially increased its 

military spending in the last decade to “131 billion” (Olsen, "Historians Say China Twisting Its History 

to Justify Military Buildup, Aggression" ) in 2014, “placing it second only to the United States in 
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military funding” (Olsen, "Historians Say China Twisting Its History to Justify Military Buildup, 

Aggression"). 

“By 2020, China is expected to have 342 submarines and missile-firing warships deployed, many 

of them equipped with advanced weapons. By comparison, the total U.S. naval forces will be 243 ships 

and submarines in 2020” (Gertz, "China Military Buildup Shifts Balance of Power in Asia in Beijing's 

Favor”). This buildup of a strong white water navy will help China to defend its long eastern coast line 

and critical ports. In addition, China is “upgrading their nuclear arsenal and are on track to more than 

double the number of their nuclear warheads capable of striking the U.S. homeland over the next few 

years” (Talent, "China Rising’). Not to suggest that striking the US is China’s intention, but as Xi 

mentioned above, national defense is critical to the Chinese people, and has been a cornerstone in their 

foreign policy since the days of the Great Wall. It is critical to the Chinese to have these weapons so that 

they might successfully defend themselves from the threat of invasion, as they were largely unsuccessful 

at doing during the age of imperialism.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Out of Curiosity, “The Age of Imperialism: 

Global History since 1760")  
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In regard to national security, Xi states “It must put national sovereignty and national security 

before any other consideration. Being ‘action ready’ must be its major task, and it must comprehensively 

enhance its deterrence and combat capacity in the information age” (Xi 238). This concept of “action 

ready” is how the Chinese leadership explain its recent military buildup over the last decade which is 

purely defensive and that China’s committed to peaceful development. To demonstrate that the Chinese 

nation cherishes peace, Xi points out ancient Chinese axioms, such as: “A warlike state, however big it 

may be, will eventually perish”; “peace is of paramount importance”; “seek harmony without 

uniformity”; “replace weapons of war with gifts of jade and silk”; “bring prosperity to the nation and 

security to the people”; “foster friendship with neighbors”; and “achieve universal peace” (Xi 291).  

We Chinese are peace-loving people. We will uphold the principle of 

peace, development, cooperation and mutual benefit, stay firm in pursuing 

peaceful development, resolutely follow a mutually beneficial strategy of 

opening up, and continue to promote friendship and cooperation with 

other countries. We will fulfill our international responsibilities and 

obligations, and continue to work with the peoples of all other countries to 

advance the lofty cause of peace and development of mankind (Xi 45).  

During the Address to the First Session of the 12th National People’s Congress, Xi addressed the 

sometimes controversial areas,  

Our compatriots in the special administrative regions of Hong Kong and 

Macao should put the overall interests of the country and their regions 

first, and uphold and promote long-term prosperity and stability in Hong 

Kong and Macao. Our compatriots in Taiwan and on the mainland should 
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join hands in supporting, maintaining and promoting the peaceful growth 

of cross-straits relations, improving the people’s lives on both sides of the 

Taiwan straits, and creating a new future for the Chinese nation (Xi 45).  

This proves the intent of China to be unified and unbreakably strong.  

Democratic. Since Deng Xiaoping’s reform and opening-up policy was established in 1978, China has 

been able to “uphold the correct political direction, and keep to the socialist path of making political 

progress with Chinese characteristics” (Xi 15) and develop into a socialist democracy. This form of 

democracy is similar to the Western idea of democracy, but with the critical difference being with 

“Chinese characteristics”.  

Democracy in China works from the grassroots level up. The administrative divisions of China 

consist of villages, townships, county, sub prefectural, prefectural sub-provincial and provincial with 

municipalities and autonomous regions working slightly differently. It is estimated that approximately 

half the Chinese live in some of the 950,000 villages in China. “Elections of Village Committees and 

Village Leaders in China's approximately 950,000 villages began in 1989 as part of a wider village self-

government movement. The Village Committee and Village Leader are entrusted with managing the 

public affairs of the village” (Levy, "Village Elections in China -- Democracy or Façade?”). The 

elections that regularly take place at the village level are democratic in nature but first the individual will 

need to become a communist. To become a CCP member an individual will need to put in an application 

stating why they want to be in the CCP and what they know about CCP theory. Then the CCP will 

observe the candidate for one year to find out if they get along well with people, are hardworking and 

trustworthy and an all-round excellent person. The CCP will then provide instruction on how hopeful 

CCP members can better themselves and after completing these tasks, the CCP might grant membership 
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to the individual.  Then, individuals in the village will come together and vote who they believe should 

be the head villager. If this individual does a satisfactory job leading the village then they keep their job, 

and if they do an exceptional job, they might be promoted to lead at the next higher level up, the 

township level. The same applies to each level on up to the Central Committee of the Communist Party 

of China, in which members are elected once every five years. The Chinese characteristics mentioned 

above refer, in part, the way in which higher level officials are elected to their positions, which is a 

closed door, non-public process of selection by those deemed acceptable. However, most of these people 

have been elected at the grass roots level and proven their worth through several levels of elections and 

thus “the party believes itself to represent the people” (E, G., "What China Means by ‘democracy’").  

 

“In 1983, Xi Jinping, as Party Secretary of 

Zhengdin County, Hebei Province, set a table in 

the street to collect opinions of local residents” 

(Xi, Governance of China) ("习近平在正定工作

期间坚持群众路线纪实.") 

The mention of democracy within the concept of the Chinese Dream is likely to do with Xi’s 

hope that these elections and the closed door elections are administered fairly, and specifically, that the 

supervision that these officials are responsible for are in accordance to the Constitution. “Adhering to 

the principle of democratic centralism, the system of state power and the standards of actions defined in 

the Constitution, we should exercise state power through the people’s congresses, ensure that decision-

making power, executive power and oversight power function independently but are coordinated with 
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each other, ensure that in accordance with statutory mandates and procedures, and ensure that 

government agencies organize all undertakings concertedly and effectively” (Xi 154). Researchers could 

argue that Xi has taken this position to consolidate power, by eliminating those opposed to his agenda 

behind closed doors, or it could be to have leadership follow the basic tenants of the law and to “abide 

by the systems and principles established by the central and local governments, between all ethnic 

groups and between the interests of all parties and mobilize all positive efforts to consolidate the 

political situation and make it more democratic, unified, stable and harmonious” (Xi 154). Accepting the 

latter outlook, Xi is not attempting to consolidate power for his administration and reign supreme, but 

rather to unify China through the democratic process that has already been established. In his speech to 

Commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the Current Constitution, Xi also calls on leaders to “adapt 

ourselves to the needs of expanding people’s democracy and promoting social and economic 

development, proactively and steadily advance political reforms, make people’s democracy more 

extensive, adequate and complete, give full play to the strength of our socialist political system, and 

constantly push forward the self-improvement and development of the socialist political system” (Xi 

154).  

Mention must be made in this section in regard to the special administrative regions (SAR) of 

Macao, Hong Kong and even Taiwan, given the recent occurrences of the “Occupy Central” movement 

in Hong Kong calling for democracy. Macao and Hong Kong are part of the “one country, two systems” 

providing significant autonomy to Hong Kong for “50 years after the handover of power in 1997. Due to 

expire in 2047, it states that the city ‘shall safeguard the rights and freedoms of the residents’” 

(McKirdy, "One Country, Two Systems”). Coincidentally, complete reunification would happen just 

before the realization of the revitalization of the second centenary goal within the Chinese Dream in 

2049. Time will tell if this reunification can happen peacefully and harmoniously.  
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Culturally Advanced. Much less ambiguous than Xi’s call for democracy is what he intends for a 

Culturally Advanced China, to which he has dedicated a section to in his book. The section consists of 

three main tenants to a Culturally Advanced China. The first is a call to Enhance Publicity and 

Theoretical Work, which essentially consist of a call for officials to focus on serving the people and the 

theoretical work of mastering “the basic theories of Marxism as their special skill and diligently study 

Marxism-Leninism, and Mao Zedong Thought, and especially Deng Xiaoping Theory, the important 

thought of the Three Represents and the Scientific Outlook on Development” (Xi 172). The publicity 

portion instructs to explain and publicize the special characteristics of modern China, we need to make it 

clear that:   

1) because different countries and nations have different historical traditions, cultural 

accomplishments and basic conditions, their development paths are different; 2) Chinese culture 

encompasses the deepest cultural and ethical pursuits of the Chinese nation, nourishing the 

people for generations; 3) fine traditional Chinese culture is a great strength of the Chinese 

nation and its most profound cultural soft power; and, 4) rooted in Chinese culture, socialism 

with Chinese Characteristics represents the Chinese people’s aspirations, suits the times and 

facilitates the development of the country, and is based on a long history and solid reality (Xi 

174). 

The second tenet of  a Culturally Advanced China consists of Strong Ethical Support for the 

Realization of the Chinese Dream in which Xi explains is “in line with the requirements to cultivate and 

practice the core socialist values raised at the Party’s 18th  National Congress, we should pay close 

attention to advocating socialist morals, intensify education in public morality, professional ethics, 

family virtues and individual integrity, promote basic moral standards such as patriotism, dedication to 
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work, integrity and friendliness, and cultivate social trends of recognizing honor and disgrace, practicing 

integrity, encouraging dedication and promoting harmony ( Xi 177). These ideals were spread 

throughout the China Central Television many regulated television channels and the increasingly 

censored internet.  

The Chinese central government has two main ways of controlling what its citizens see on the 

web: the Great Firewall, as it is called by foreigners, which is a system of limiting access to 

foreign websites which started in the late 1990s, and the Golden Shield, a system for domestic 

surveillance set up in 1998 by the Ministry of Public Security. Separate government departments, 

along with local and provincial administrations, also have their own monitoring systems. 

China began by blocking a list of foreign websites, including Voice of America, human-rights 

organizations and some foreign newspapers. But its filters have since become more 

sophisticated and can now selectively block specific pages within foreign websites, rather than 

making the entire site inaccessible” (The Economist, "How Does China Censor the Internet?"). 

This helps direct the information that the Chinese receive in this, the information age.  

Xi’s administration’s control of internet content has been increasing in the last several years, and 

the reliance of VPN’s within mainland China to access the censored content is proving more difficult to 

use. The censored content “applies the rules that have prevailed since the Tiananmen Square crackdown 

of 1989: do not jeopardize social stability, do not organize and do not threaten the party” (The 

Economist, "How Does China Censor the Internet?"), but also works to steer the masses’ “public 

morality, professional ethics, family virtues and individual integrity” as mentioned above.  

http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21574629-how-china-makes-sure-its-internet-abides-rules-cat-and-mouse
http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21574631-chinese-screening-online-material-abroad-becoming-ever-more-sophisticated
http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21574631-chinese-screening-online-material-abroad-becoming-ever-more-sophisticated
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The third tenant Xi’s is advocating for is to Enhance China’s Soft Power in which he states that 

“the strengthening of our cultural soft power is decisive for China to reach the Two Centenary Goals and 

realize the Chinese Dream of rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” (Xi 178). To this end, Xi explains “to 

strengthen our cultural soft power, we should disseminate the values of modern China” and “showcase 

the unique charm of Chinese culture” with its “5,000-year history” and “Marxist and socialist ethics” (Xi 

179-180). He asks that the soft power consist of a “beautiful image of our country” that  

should display the Chinese civilization of a long history and unity of 

diversified ethnic groups with varying cultures; an oriental power with 

honest and capable political administrations, developed economy, thriving 

culture, stable society, unified people and splendid landscapes; a 

responsible great power that is committed to peaceful development, 

common growth, international fairness and justice, and contributions to 

mankind; and a socialist power opening its door wider to the outside 

world, full of hope, vigor and vitality (Xi 180).  

To increase China’s soft power and build China’s national image abroad Xi has explained, "The 

stories of China should be well told, voices of China well spread, and characteristics of China well 

explained," (Mu, "Xi: China to Promote Cultural Soft Power."). To do this, a huge investment has been 

made by China to disseminate this ideal and rejuvenate the nation and propagate Beijing's soft power 

pitch abroad through China’s Confucius Institutes. “Currently there are over 480 Confucius 

Institutes operating on 6 continents around the world (UCLA, Confucius Institutes Worldwide).  

The CI is an overseas non-profit educational organization jointly operated 

by Chinese and foreign universities. Chinese universities provide funding, 
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teachers, and instructional materials, and foreign universities provide 

locations and facilities. Supervised and funded by the Office of the 

Chinese Language Council International (OCLCI), or Hanban, CI has 

multiple missions overseas including teaching Chinese language and 

culture, and fostering cultural and educational exchanges between China 

and host countries (Cichosz, Zhang, "On the shoulders of Confucius: 

China's century-old dream”). 

 These Confucius Institutes are at the forefront of China’s soft power push, especially in the US 

and developing countries. They help Chinese speak for themselves on behalf of China, after a month 

long training course in Beijing at the Hanban headquarters. There teachers are trained in local language 

acquisition and the countries culture in which they are headed to, and the stories, voices and 

characteristics of China that Xi is hoping to disseminate around the world. It provides a platform for 

Chinese to speak for themselves in regards to what are modern Chinese values, aspirations and Chinese 

dreams.  

Harmonious Modern Socialist Country.  A harmonious modern socialist country encompasses a lot of 

ideals and requires us to unpack a lot of concepts. Harmonious would largely refer to Hu Jintao’s key 

concept in his push for scientific development, the key concept to his administration, similar to Xi’s 

Chinese Dream. Harmonious refers to rectifying the growing inequality between the ethnic minority 

groups and the Han majority, the rural and urban, the impoverished and wealthy and the less educated 

with the intellectuals. If harmony is the goal, then Socialism would refer to the solution. Hu sponsored 

“creating a ‘new socialist countryside’, as distinct from the present one where corruption is rampant, 

health care and education are becoming prohibitively expensive and incomes are falling ever further 
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behind those in the booming cities” (The Economist, "Dreaming of Harmony").  Reform and opening up 

is a Deng Xiaoping concept that was initiated to create a socialist market economy in parts of China and 

open China up to the outside world. These days’ reform, or as is called for ‘deeper reforms’ often talked 

about in Xi’s administration can be understood as moving from these societal ills hindering the 

harmonious society to those of modern socialist country. Once this is achieved and the “many problems 

affecting the people’s immediate interests in education, employment, social security, health care, 

housing, the ecological environment, food and drug safety, workplace safety, public security, law 

enforcement, administration of justice, etc.” (Xi 78) are resolved, China could then consider itself a 

moderately prosperous society, or developed country.  

One of the most prominent issues to lessen the gap between the powerful, ultra-wealthy and the 

impoverished powerless has been Xi’s anti-corruption campaign. During the Address to the First Session 

of the 12th National People’s Congress, Xi made it clear that  “We should firmly oppose formalism, 

bureacratism, hedonism and extravagance, resolutely combat corruption and other misconduct, preserve 

Communists’ political integrity, and dedicate ourselves to the cause of the Party and the people” (Xi 45).  

Xi fears losing touch with the proletariat that constitutes his leadership’s base. “If misconduct is not 

corrected but allowed to run rampant, it will build an invisible wall between our Party and the people. 

As a result, our Party will lose its base, lifeblood and strength” (Xi 427). Xi insists that the wiping out of 

corruption must catch “tigers” as well as “flies,” meaning that the purge must apply to even the highest 

level officials and that  “all are equal before the law and Party discipline; whoever is involved in a 

corruption case must be thoroughly and impartially investigated”(Xi 429). 
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(China Daily, "2014 Year-ender: Key Words in the Fight against Corruption") 

These days corruption investigations headline the front pages of newspapers across China. In 

2013, “182,038 Party members were punished for breaches of discipline, the CCDI said, without 

specifying the nature of the offences or the penalties. This was a 13.3 per cent increase in 2012” (Lague, 

Zhu, Lim, "Special Report: Fear and Retribution in Xi's Corruption Purge"). Which was increased in 

2014 to “an average of 10,000 a month being ‘disciplined’” (Williams, "Analysis: China's Xi Jinping 

Amasses Power in Huge Corruption Crackdown"). High ranking officials such as Zhou Yongkang, 

former member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, PLA 

military general Xu Caihou, Hu Jintao’s former top aide Ling Jiahua, CCTV Star reporter Rui 

Chenggang and many more have been arrested, expelled and sentenced for various forms of corruption 

from taking bribes, to leaking secrets, to fornication and various other discipline violations. It’s difficult 

to overemphasize the importance of the Xi’s anti-corruption campaign in China and how it has changed 

the culture of government there. Xi’s administration believes “The top task for 2015 will be the 

tightening up of internal management and ensuring central leadership policies are implemented. The 

CCDI demanded that senior officials ‘toe the line’ and that cronyism, fakery and sycophancy would not 

be tolerated” (Xiang, "China Focus: Senior Officials, State Firms, Fugitives to Be Anti-graft Priorities in 

2015"). In addition, “All state-owned enterprises (SOEs) under the care of the central government will 
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be subject to inspections and supervision will be tightened on SOEs across the board” (Xiang, "China 

Focus: Senior Officials, State Firms, Fugitives to Be Anti-graft Priorities in 2015"). 

Xi’s anti-graft campaign efforts require a higher demand to follow the rule of law in China which 

would then produce a harmonious society. “We should make safeguarding social stability our basic task, 

promote social fairness and justice as core values, and ensure a happy life for the people as our 

fundamental target” (Xi 163). Xi hopes to “Enforce the law strictly, administer justice impartially, 

further promote reform, strengthen and improve judicial, procuratorial and public security work, and 

safeguard the vital interests of the people. In doing so, we will ensure the realization of the Two 

Centenary Goals and the Chinese Dream of the nation’s great revival” (Xi 163).  

Although the anti-corruption campaign grabs most of the headlines these days, Xi also 

recognizes the need to Eliminate Poverty and Accelerate Development in Impoverished Areas, as he 

stated in his chapter of the same name, “with regard to completing the building of a moderately 

prosperous society in all respects, the hardest and most arduous tasks lie in the rural areas and the 

poverty-stricken regions in particular” (Xi 209). While Xi has taken on the battle against corruption, it is 

his Chinese Premier Li Keqiang that has promised “China will wage a war against poverty with a 

stronger resolve and prevent it from afflicting future generations” (Mu, "China to Wage War against 

Poverty: Premier”) and spear headed the effort to move “250 million rural residents into newly 

constructed towns and cities over the next dozen years — a transformative event that could set off a new 

wave of growth or saddle the country with problems for generations to come” (Johnson, "China’s Great 

Uprooting: Moving 250 Million Into Cities").  Removing these small scale farmers from their plots 

would allow for more mechanized, large scale farming operations that would be more efficient for food 

production and provide better lives for the farmers from inhospitable areas into the cities. Additional 
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measures, such as the Hukou, or household registration system that demarcates rural from urban 

residents is also being reformed and will help migrant workers to urban areas access the social benefits 

of local education for their children and health care.  

Xi also recognizes that, as a socialist country, “with 260 million students and 15 million teachers, 

the task for China to develop education is an arduous one” (Xi 211) and education has always been the 

great hope for China's impoverished since the days of the imperial exam. However, reforms are needed 

to provide equal access to a good education to remote rural schools and to ethnic minority groups.  

The Chinese Dream consists of two centenary goals that were explored in this first section which 

examined the buildup of the Chinese Dream and various interpretations of what individuals believe the 

Chinese Dream means. It then examined, through secondary sources, Xi Jinping’s idealistic key slogan 

“Chinese Dream” (中国梦) from the CCP’s official Chinese perspective and compared it to 

interpretations of the Chinese Dream from western experts on the subject. It ended with an examination 

of the five key points of Xi’s second centenary goal of creating a ‘prosperous, strong, democratic, 

culturally advanced, harmonious modern socialist society.’ The second section will examine through 

both surveys and interviews Chinese from different geographic areas interpretations of the Chinese 

Dream. It will then explore the research design and sample, measurement and data analysis, results and 

findings followed by the discussion and conclusion sections, which offer a synopsis and future research 

possibilities. 

SURVEYING THE CHINESE DREAM (Part II) 

Are Chinese people’s Chinese Dream similar or dissimilar to Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream? The purpose 

of this section is to target these perceptions of the Chinese Dream. It’s important to understand the 
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Chinese Dream through primary sources as opposed to secondary or official sources so the purpose of 

this section is to ask Chinese individuals directly. These primary sources will provide an alternative 

approach for analysis of the Chinese Dream and provide insight into the Chinese people’s concept of the 

Chinese Dream and their dream for China.   

Research Design 

The research design employed in the study was a qualitative survey designed to target 

perceptions of the Chinese Dream and research variables which are known (national revitalization by 

means of two centenary goals) but need to be further explored quantitatively. The qualitative survey 

design was chosen so that individual’s responses would have the opportunity to describe the Chinese 

Dream in their own terms and the surveys could better explore the dynamic nature of responses as 

opposed to a more structured survey. Then the data was organized quantitatively and then expanded on 

qualitatively.  

First, the concept of the Chinese Dream was historically located and defined. Jinping clearly 

stated that the Chinese Dream is “achieving the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” and that the dream 

of rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will be realized after two centenary goals were reached. This first 

goal is “bringing about a moderately prosperous society in all respects can be achieved by 2021, when 

the CPC celebrates its centenary” and the second goal, which should be achieved by 2049 when the 

People’s Republic of China marks its centenary is of “building China into a modern socialist country 

that is prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious.”  

Second, these goals needed to be defined and the terms explained in the Chinese context so that 

the responses of the surveys could be understood. The Chinese revitalization was discussed as were the 
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two centenary goals and the ambiguous terms of   “prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced 

and harmonious modern socialist country” were unpacked through an extensive literature review.  

Third, a survey was created that solicited primary responses from four questions that attempted 

to demonstrate behavioral phenomenon and predict social attitudes of the Chinese people towards the 

Chinese Dream. The survey questions are below. It did not request respondent’s names in order to 

enable them to respond openly.  

中国梦 

Chinese Dream Graduate Research Survey 

(English or Chinese are both ok) 

Which province or autonomous region are you from and which city, town or village? 

 

What is the Chinese Dream? 

 

What is your Chinese Dream? 

 

Do you think China will be more or less successful in the next 30 years than it is now? (circle one) 

More               less 

 

The first question was asked to locate the respondents regions within China. This was done to 

better understand the geographical areas represented by the respondents and to gauge if students were 

from urban or rural areas. This was also sought so that individuals from regions that were not 

represented could be pursued and questioned later.  

The second question was posed to find out if the respondent’s interpretations of the Chinese 

Dream were similar to Xi Jinping’s version of the Chinese Dream or something dissimilar.  
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The third question was posed to find out what was the respondents Chinese Dream. Was it the 

same as Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream or something beyond his dream? Did it incorporate parts of his 

dream, if so, which ones?  

The fourth question was posed to find out a general belief of China’s success in the future. It was 

posed to indicate a general feeling of success, but also meant to find out if the respondents believed the 

centenary goals would be achieved and the great revitalization of China realized, but without distinctly 

alluding to such.  

Sample 

 “With hundreds of millions of fellow Chinese marching in their ranks, the Chinese students and 

scholars studying abroad are deciding that this is the right time to innovate and make their life-long 

dreams come true. You are called upon to integrate your patriotic love, your aspiration to make the 

country strong and your actions to serve it, and link your dreams with the stupendous efforts of your 

fellow countrymen to turn the Chinese Dream into reality, and by doing so have your names recorded in 

the annals of China’s great renewal” (Xi 63). 

Xi Jinping has one of his seven chapters on the Chinese Dream in his book The Governance of 

China dedicated to Chinese students and scholars studying abroad and so this group has been targeted 

for the sample. It has also targeted individuals deemed on the periphery of this group, rural, migrant, 

ethnic minority and western leader. 

The sample size is 40 Chinese exchange students studying in Topeka, Kansas at Washburn 

University. Those special targeted individuals are one Tibetan exchange student, one Beijing high 

school student, one public intellectual sent to a labor camp during the Cultural Revolution, one rural 

village mother and former US President Jimmy Carter. The sample size of the Chinese exchange 
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students gives this study adequate statistical power to find the strong relationships among the variables 

and centenary goals. The sample’s subgroup, although small, will indicate if there are substantial 

differences among the ethnic/social classes to the primary group. 

The rationale for choosing this group of Chinese university students is because these students, 

who’ve come to study in the US, can be understood as the new middle class in China. Some of these 

students were born in rural villages or townships but after university will seek opportunities, in the next 

two decades, as one of the “350 million people (that) will migrate from rural to urban areas, creating an 

urban population of approximately one billion, with about two-thirds middle class. China will build an 

equivalent of ten New York Cities, and over two hundred of China’s cities will have more than one 

million residents” (Wang 17). These students will be critical in driving the Chinese economy towards its 

first centenary goal and living up to the standards set forth by Xi Jinping to reach the second centenary 

goal and the revitalization of the Chinese nation.  

Data Collection and Data Management 

Data collection occurred between November 22nd, 2014 and March 14th, 2015. The data were 

collected through paper surveys, primarily on a student trip to the Chinese grocery store in Kansas City, 

but then through the Intensive English program at Washburn University for new students. The periphery 

surveys were collected through email, WeChat, phone calls to mainland China, and for President Carter, 

a China Town Hall sponsored by the National Committee on United States – China Relations.  

Measures and Data Analysis 

To measure the variables for question one (1), respondent’s information was plotted onto a map 

of China and then visually analyzed. The data was also separated into administrative divisions, and 

plotted as either rural (village/town) or urban.  
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This study developed its own measurement instrument for question two (2), categorizing 

responses into Xi’s second centenary goal’s concepts of prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally 

advanced or harmonious. Each appropriate reference to Xi’s centenary characteristic received a point 

and variables were then calculated and tallied.   

The measurement device for question two (2) was also applied to question three (3) to detect if 

individual’s Chinese Dream varied significantly from Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream. The student’s 

Chinese Dreams were also measured independently from Xi’s Chinese Dream to identify their Chinese 

Dream exclusively.  

For example: 

Prosperous         Strong        Democratic       Culturally Advanced            Harmonious  

Each of Xi’s ideals was color coded. 

Then responses were broken down into data points. 

 Provence, 

Hometown 

What is the Chinese Dream? What is you 

Chinese 

Dream? 

More or less 

successful in the 

next 30 years?  

13. Hubei, Wuhan City Prosperous, democratic, civilized and 

harmonious country 

  

5.  Hubei, Wuhan City Everyone lives a good life   

22 Shanghai To be number one in the world and 

become more freedom 

  

Prosperous 1       Strong 1      Democratic   2    Culturally Advanced 1          Harmonious 2 
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This demonstrates the manner in which the measurement instrument was applied and the data 

points construed. The three data responses in the design above to “What is the Chinese Dream?” was 

graphed like the following: 

 

The forth question (4) was simply plotted portraying if students thought China would be more or less 

successful in the next 30 years, which would be an indicator towards the Chinese reaching their 

centenary goals and if they thought the Chinese Dream would indeed become a dream come true.  

 

 

1 1

2

1

2

Prosperous Strong Democratic Culturally advanced harmonious

What is the Chinese Dream? 
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Results/Findings  

(1.) 

 

(Huntington "Locator Maps of Asia")  

Red indicates traditional Han Chinese students. 

Black indicates periphery individuals. 
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(2.) 
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 (3.)  

 

Figures 1-3 show that 79% of our test group were urban and 62% came from China’s east coast. 
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 (4.) 

 

 

From the test group of 40 students, 15% answered “What is the Chinese Dream?” with “民族复

兴” (minzu fuxing) or national rejuvenation. The other 80% answered with a combination of the Chinese 

Dream second centenary goal data points, but without explicitly stating “national rejuvenation.”  5% 

stated they didn’t know what the Chinese Dream was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National 
Rejuvenation

15%

other
80%

don't know 
5%

What is the Chinese Dream?
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 (5.)  

 

Seventy-five data points were collected from the group of 40 students, with 70 (93%) having 

directly to do with the 5 principal points set forth by Xi Jinping’s second centenary goal of building a 

“prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious modern socialist county by the 

middle of this century” (Xi, 59). Harmonious was indicated by the students the most, data points that 

referred to “harmonious country” directly but also, “balance the poor and the rich,” “no huge gap 

between rich and poor,” “equal,” “anti-corruption,” “No conflicts,” “peace” were typically referenced. 

Prosperous was the second most referenced data point, with “prosperous,” “rich,” “wealthy” and 

“economic development” leading the data points. Strong data points were “respected,” “strong” and 

20

9

3

6

32

Prosperous Strong Democratic Culturally Advanced Harmonious modern
socialist country

What is the Chinese Dream?
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“powerful.” Culturally advanced almost always indicated other’s experiencing “Chinese culture” and 

society being more “civilized.” Least important was democracy, and spoke of “democratic” and “more 

freedom.”  

Ninety-three percent of the data points within the responses indicated one of Xi’s centenary 

goals, however only 15% indicated directly Xi’s Chinese Dream was rejuvenation. This would support 

that the Chinese people’s Chinese Dream is similar to Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream.  

 The way in which many of the responses were answered or constructed did not directly indicate 

the goals of the Chinese Dream. Rather they indicated internal elements of prosperous, strong, 

democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious within one of Xi’s categories. For example, “no huge 

gap between rich and poor” would indicate harmonious but did not state it specifically. Similarly, 

“everyone lives a good life” also indicates harmonious, but did not state so specifically. Another 

example would be, “A dream to carry forward the Chinese culture and fulfill the personal value,” which 

would indicate culturally advanced but didn’t say so directly. Most of the data points indicated what the 

Chinese Dream was in an inaccurate but specific way, with the great majority (93%) of these data points 

encompassed within Xi’s concept of the Chinese Dream.  
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 (6.) 

 

Three additional data points (or categories) were collected, which are not indicated within Xi’s 

Chinese Dream centenary framework, which were pollution, healthcare and food security. For pollution, 

respondents indicated “no pollution,” “air quality,” and “environment turn good.” Health care was 

triggered by “healthy” and food security/safety was triggered by “secure food.”  

 

 

 

3

1 1

pollution health care food security

Other Dreams
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(7.) 

 

When the data points from the student surveys (Xi’s Chinese Dream) are compared to those 

additional points (Other Dreams) the significance is obvious. The student’s concept of the Chinese 

Dream is similar to Xi Jinpings with the slight exception of pollution, health care and food security 

(7%).  
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(8.) 

 

Respondents overwhelming thought that China would be more successful in the next 30 years 

than it is now. This indicates that students believe China will achieve its centenary goals and its national 

rejuvenation.  
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(9.) 

 

When respondents were asked what was their Chinese Dream “harmonious” was still the largest 

data point with respondents indicating “peace” and “peaceful,”  “equal,” “decrease the gap between rich 

and poor,” “honest” and “less corruption” as the main indicators. Culturally advanced climbed from the 

fourth most important to second in this section with “let foreigners know the real China,” ‘let the world 

understand China more,” “contribute to society” and “love my country” leading the data points. 

Prosperous became a little less important to respondents personal Chinese Dream but was indicated by 

“get  money” “get rich,” “China become more and more prosperous” “have enough money to enjoy life” 

and “work happily.” Democratic climbed from least important to 4th most important in Xi’s indicators 
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for individuals Chinese Dream. “Freedom” was indicated by 5 of the 8 data points. Last was strong, with 

“respect internationally,” “reunification” and “territorial integrity” as data points.  

Respondents indicated “Other Dreams” as before, but this time the importance of pollution rose 

slightly and food security wasn’t mentioned. 

      When students were asked what was “your Chinese Dream?” several new data points emerged. 

Happiness was indicated more than strong and democratic, and equal to prosperous. Happy data points 

stated things such as “I can live a happy life,” “happy every day,” “live with my family happy” and 

“enjoy my life” style comments. Something this study has labeled as individualism was also pointed 

towards, and data points such as “individual capacity gets development,” “try to find my way” and 

“become a professional computer engineer” are some examples. Lastly, several individuals stated they 

wanted to “go abroad” or travel around the world.”  
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(10.) 

 

When compared side by side, “the Chinese Dream” (Blue) with “your Chinese Dream” (Grey) is similar 

in that a harmonious society is what’s most yearned for in China. Respondents’ understanding of Xi’s 

Chinese Dream indicate that prosperity and strength are important parts to the Chinese Dream while 

respondents indicate more importance towards being culturally advanced, prosperous, happy and 

democratic (freedom).  
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(11.) 

 

The data points for individuals on the periphery indicate that again a harmonious society is 

what’s most yearned for, with culturally advanced and strong taking the second spots. Prosperity and 

democracy are the least important elements of Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream to the people on the 

periphery of the mainstream in Chinese society. Pollution and heath care are also mentioned, which 

would allude to the fact that these are also concerns similar to those of the mainstream group studied 

previously.  
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(12.) 

 

When the periphery group was asked ‘What is your Chinese Dream?’, no periphery respondents 

provided any data points alluding to Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream. However, all data points fell within 

the other data points established by the main group examined previously, with health care, happy and 

individualism topping out the dreams. This might be significant in that, it could suggest the periphery 

individuals Chinese Dreams are not the Chinese Dreams of the majority.  
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(13.) 

Former President Jimmy Carter’s Interview 

Andy:  

Xi Jinping has been actively promoting the Chinese Dream. President Carter, in your opinion 

what is the Chinese Dream? And what is your Dream for China?  

President Carter: 

Well, I’ve heard Xi Jinping, and I’ve read some of his speeches where he uses that phrase. I 

think part of it is to cement his relationship with the Chinese public by giving them an ideal vision of 

what China can be in the future. It’s just like the American dream, and the Chinese dream.  

It has some negative effects, perhaps, because it tends to promote nationalism and the belief in 

China that everything we do is ok and what the rest of the world does is wrong. That may sound very 

familiar to American citizens because that’s what we’ve done for the last 200 and some years; the 

American dream is right and if anyone contradicts it, they’re wrong.  

But I think this has precipitated a feeling among Chinese and American people that the others 

can’t be trusted. When I was in China on my last visit for 10 days, that I already mentioned, we had a 

poll result by the Pew foundation, only 10% of the Chinese people believe that the United States can be 

fully trusted, 10%. And only 25% of Americans now feel that China can be fully trusted. And that creates 

a problem that has to be resolved, I’d say, by the actions and the words and the public statements of our 

two leaders when they get together.  

As you may know, President Obama will be there in November and as I understand, Xi Jinping is 

coming to our country in January. But when they come to our countries’ they need to make positive 
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statements about the benefits that have already been derived for the last 35 years and how we can stay 

at peace and understand each other for the next 35 years, despite the fact that we have different 

objectives, different priorities, we have a different form of government, we have a different history…all 

of those things were well understood by me and Deng Xiaoping.  

In fact, as I said a few minutes ago, the differences that existed between China and the United 

States when we normalized relations were much greater than anything that’s happened since then. And 

so every president that comes into office has to get to know the benefits that are derived from the 

normalized relationship between our countries. 

President Carter’s assessment of the Chinese Dream seems to support this capstone’s idea that 

US academics, like Dr. Robert Kuhn, do not fully understand what the Chinese Dream is in the context 

of the Chinese People.  To suggest it is like the American Dream is inaccurate and President Carter does 

not mention the revitalization or renaissance of the Chinese nation nor mention either of the centenary 

goals as expressed throughout this paper.  

President Carter also states that Americans and Chinese do not trust each other and provides 

some statistics supporting his opinion. This paper might suggest that this mistrust is generated by a 

misunderstanding of each other’s motives, goals and dreams.  
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Discussion 

 (1.) 

(2.)  (3.)  

 

Figures 1-3 show that 79% of our test group were urban and 62% came from China’s east coast. 

The data gathered and used in this examination of the Chinese Dream is clearly taken from a sample of 

the mainstream population in China, the urban east coast.  

Are the Chinese people, from this mainstream sample’s Chinese Dream, similar or dissimilar to 

Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream? Chinese people’s concept of Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream are similar, 

however only 15% of the sample explicitly stated that the Chinese Dream was the revitalization of the 

Chinese nation. The sample’s Chinese Dream is similar because despite this low percentage of the 
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sample explicitly stating the Chinese Dream is the revitalization of the Chinese nation, 70 out of 75 of 

the data points (93%) reported within the 5 principal concepts set forth by Xi Jinping’s second centenary 

goal of building a “prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious modern socialist 

country by the middle of this century.” Interestingly, because 80% of the sample did not explicitly state 

the “revitalization of the Chinese nation” as the Chinese Dream and 5% stated they didn’t know what 

the Chinese Dream was, still 93% of the data points indicated centenary goals indicating Xi’s Chinese 

Dream. It would be interesting to further explore why and how the concept of the Chinese Dream is not 

explicitly stated as the revitalization of the Chinese nation, but still the great majority reflects its goals.  

       As stated in the Results section, harmonious was indicated by the sample as the most important 

data point in both Xi’s Chinese Dream and individual’s Chinese Dream, as well as for the periphery 

groups understanding of Xi’s concept of the Chinese Dream. As stated by the samples, individuals 

emphasized a yearning to “balance the poor and the rich,” “no huge gap between rich and poor,” 

“equal,” “anti-corruption,” “no conflicts,” “peace” and a general “harmonious society.” This is why Xi 

has emphasized deepening reforms, his prodigious fight against corruption and Li Keqiang fight against 

poverty. Corruption and poverty are indicated by the sample as the root cause of social unrest, and thus 

Xi is right to target these as critical centenary goals and the people understand that and are in support of 

that.  

 The sample indicated with the second most emphasized point that the Chinese Dream had to do 

with prosperity, or becoming wealthier over time. Prosperous data points referenced “prosperous,” 

“rich,” “wealthy” and “economic development.” As indicated above, the economic targets set forth in 

the Twelfth Five-Year Plan indicate that “economic restructuring, rise in domestic consumption, more 

than 45 million jobs to be created in urban areas, prices to be kept generally stable, breakthrough in 

emerging strategic industries, service sector value-added output to account for 47 percent of GDP” 
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(Xinhua, "Highlights of China's 12th Five-year Plan.") are the short term goals of prosperity for China. 

Xi’s long term growth strategy encompasses a new silk road and maritime silk road which would 

facilitate growth well into the middle of this century, as well as investing in developing countries such as 

those in Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America. However, the Chinese people largely see prosperity as 

Xi’s Chinese Dream and part of his government’s agenda.   

 Culturally advanced was the second largest emphasized data point when the main sample group 

was asked about “your” Chinese Dream. This indicates a difference in individuals understanding of what 

is the Chinese Dream and what is “your” Chinese Dream. The sample indicated that their Chinese 

Dream was to open up and “let foreigners know the real China,” and ‘let the world understand China 

more.”  Passing on their traditional culture and heritage is more important to the sample group than their 

own prosperity which is fascinating and mainly misunderstood by the typical western analysis which 

places a large emphasis on capital markets and consumerism. But indeed it is more than that. The unique 

theoretical position of Chinese socialism and the works of Mao, Deng, Zemin, Hu and Xi in 

combination with Marxist/Leninist socialism and of the traditional philosophies and stories of Chinese 

philosophers need to be better understood by the west, instead of generalizing things as communist or 

Confucius. The data points provided for Xi’s Chinese Dream, by the sample, indicated outsiders 

experiencing “Chinese culture” and Chinese society being more “civilized,” which was similar to their 

own dream, but also touched upon societal civility which Xi is attempting to steer by campaigns, 

internet control and television programming.  

 Because the survey was qualitatively left open to the sample’s explanations and not 

quantitatively guided, some additional data points were indicated by the sample that ranged outside of 

Xi’s five centenary principles. As mentioned earlier, it was remarkable that so many principles ranged 
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within Xi’s second century goals principles (93% of data points), but the three areas that ranged outside 

(7%) were pollution, food safety and health care.  

During the production of this investigation of the Chinese Dream, a new anti-pollution 

documentary by filmmaker Chai Jing entitled “Under the Dome” has taken over the internet in China 

and become tremendously popular, in fact it was viewed “over 200 million times in the first 4 days of its 

release” (Kuhn, "The Anti-Pollution Documentary That's Taken China by Storm").  This might indicate 

that those social phenomenon that have been indicated by the public in China as important, if left 

ungoverned or unaddressed by the leadership, have the potential to be addressed by the public in an 

undesirable way. Therefore it would be imperative for the leadership to lead the manner in which way 

the social phenomenon is portrayed and rectified.  

 The data points for “your” Chinese Dream were largely within the parameters of the previous 

data points with the exception of three new data points which were happy, travel and individualism. If 

compared to the overall “your” Chinese Dream, happy would be the third most important concept of the 

samples “your” Chinese Dream. Most of the sample’s data points regarding happy stated things such as 

“I can live a happy life,” “happy every day,” “live with my family happy” and “enjoy my life style” 

comments.  

Trying to pinpoint the reasons behind these happiness comments is difficult. However, one might 

suggest that the CCCP leaderships influence and regulation of TV might have something to do with it. 

By and large, the most watched TV show each year is the Chinese New Year Gala, “Shown on the eve 

of Chinese New Year on its flagship CCTV-1, satellite channels CCTV-4, CCTV-9, CCTV-E, CCTV-F, 

and CCTV-HD, the broadcast has a yearly viewership of over 700 million viewers, making it one of the 

premier television events of China” (Wikipedia, "CCTV New Year's Gala."). The New Year Gala in 
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2014 was regarded as the best New Year Gala by the public (unlike this year’s very unpopular show) 

and the most popular song of the night was 黄渤 我的要求不算高 or “My Requirement is Not that 

High,” sang by one of China’s most popular actors. The three verses describe the singer’s Chinese 

Dream, which are simple things in life, for example “A small house of 80 square meters,” “The Children 

enter universities without difficulty” and the main chorus that is repeated throughout are as follows: 

This is my Chinese Dream. 

It is very small and ordinary. 

I don’t expect to be a dragon or phoenix. 

I only want to live in happiness.  

(Readable, "[engsub] My Requirement Is Not That High 黄渤 我的要求不算高 [cctv Chinese New 

Year's Gala 2014]"). 

This song became enormously popular throughout China, and might explain the student 

reiteration and use of happiness in the data points collected. 

 Travel and individualism might be attributed to these students already studying abroad, so they 

had a natural tendency to appreciate travel and the exposure to American cultural may have spawned 

some individualistic ideas that the students have found appreciation for or it might also be that these 

students already had an individualistic streak in them. It might also indicate that Chinese culture is more 

individualistic then the west gives it credit for.  

 The Chinese Dream for the individuals on the periphery of the middle class; a female villager, a 

Tibetan, a senior Chinese intellectual imprisoned during the Cultural Revolution, a super-rich Beijing 
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high school student and  former US president Jimmy Carter were very similar to the main group. Eighty 

six percent of the data points collected on ‘What is the Chinese Dream” fell within Xi’s five areas within 

the second centenary goal, with the remaining 14% falling within the pre-established areas that ranged 

outside the main areas in the first group, which was pollution and health care.  

 Harmonious was again the top data point that emerged from the periphery survey, however, this 

time harmonious was by far the most referenced data point. Examples of harmonious data points were 

“for the people to have an honest and clean government,” “people’s life are good and guaranteed,” “we 

have good life and well taken care of,” “better life quality.”  This would underscore the idea that the 

periphery see Xi’s main goal of the Chinese Dream as a harmonious society, in which equality is 

emphasized between societal disparities.  

 Interestingly, when the individuals on the periphery were asked what “your” Chinese Dream is, 

the respondents did not identify any data points within Xi’s five areas.  
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The group indicated health care, happy and individualism as their main data points for their 

Chinese Dream. This is an intriguing and significant finding of this study and one that should be 

explored in the future, but is beyond the scope of this study.  

 Three of the five periphery individuals interviewed stated they thought China would be more 

successful in the next thirty years than it is today. 

Conclusion  

Xi Jinping either really has his pulse on the Chinese people’s dreams, or the Chinese dreams are 

what guides Xi’s Chinese Dream, but either way there is a significant correlation between our data 

points and the goals of the second centenary goal in that 93% of the data points fell within the 

parameters of Xi’s Chinese Dream. It would be wise if Xi and the Chinese government included health 

care, environment/pollution, food safety and other discontents of society otherwise they will be 

addressed through another medium in a way that might not be desirable. It is also obvious that the 

Chinese believe the leadership will reach the centenary goals and the national rejuvenation because 95% 

believe China will be more successful in thirty years than it is today. As far as the Chinese are 

concerned, it appears they believe the Chinese Dream will come true.  

However, it would also be important going forward to listen to the opinions of those on the 

periphery of the growing middle class, as their Chinese Dream appears to differ significantly to the 

Chinese Dream of Xi Jinping and the urban, east coast middle class. It would also be important that 

Americans understand China better on their terms, and not through an American lens, which Madeline 

Albright calls the “the most important relationship of this century” (NCUSCR’s China Town Hall, 

“Madeline Albright on China”).  
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What exactly will happen if the Chinese don’t make their moderately prosperous society? Xi has 

made it clear, “Our first centenary goal is to double the 2010 per capita GDP by 2021. That means that 

China’s total economy will reach $15 trillion. To achieve that goal, 7% GDP growth rate would be 

enough over the next decade. I don’t think to achieve that rate of growth is a problem for us – even 

without any further stimulus measures.” (Berggruen Institute of Governance, “A Conversation with 

President Xi at BIG's "Understanding China" Conference”). Granting all this, since this study started six 

months ago the Chinese economy has showed signs of slowing. “Growth is expected to slow further 

over the next three years, as officials act to control the sliding property market and rein in excessive 

borrowing by local government — the International Monetary Fund has projected a 2015 growth rate of 

6.8%” (Kaiman, Jonathan. "Hard times Return as China Bids to Bring Its Economic Miracle to an End), 

and “Oxford Economics predicted 6.5 %”( Kaiman, "China’s Economic Expansion Fails to Hit 

Government’s Growth Target").  Growth for China was 7.4% in 2014. Some experts believe that if the 

growth rate is not maintained above or at 7% until 2021, the element that the Chinese believe is the most 

important part of the Chinese Dream, harmony, might be lost. For example, Cao Heping, an economics 

professor at Peking University, one of the best universities in China has stated, “I think if the growth rate 

goes lower than seven, there could be some social issues,” (Kaiman, "China’s Economic Expansion 

Fails to Hit Government’s Growth Target").  Some experts postulate this decline is a result of the 

economic recession’s back draft of foreigner’s purchasing power being diminished, and others indicate 

the growth of India and other developing countries has diminished China’s competiveness in the market. 

Also, as a large percentage of growth is to be domestic, the consumption habits of the Chinese people 

have been difficult to increase for Xi’s administration. It certainly would not be good if Xi’s Chinese 

Dream couldn’t reach its first short term centenary goal and the Dream never got off the ground. It’s one 

of the possible outcomes when one makes firm statements in regard to progress, as opposed to 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/20/china-economic-expansion-government-growth-target-new-normal-economy
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/20/china-economic-expansion-government-growth-target-new-normal-economy
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ambiguous terms like his predecessors. Which might be why Xi is tremendously popular with the public, 

if this continues and he can rally the people around his Chinese Dream is yet to be seen. And growth 

may come, but may also encourage greater inequality and more social discord and lack of harmony. 

The 13th Five Year Plan’s (2016-2020) and the measures there within, are critical in attaining the 

first centenary goal of a “moderately prosperous society” by 2021 which means China will need to 

maintain 7% GDP growth until then. It will also likely add new environmental addendums to the 

Chinese Dream to address the public outcry of the current environmental situation in China, which 

might regulate industry or consumer habits (like driving or using coal) more tightly. In addition, the 13th 

Five Year Plan will also, undoubtedly, continue to give the Chinese people what they most yearn for, 

which is a harmonious society through Xi’s continued fight against corruption and Li Keqiang’s fight 

against poverty and the widening income gap and disparity between the rural and urban.  

As stated previously, there were several concepts produced from this capstone that require 

further exploration but were beyond the scope of this study. It would be interesting to further explore 

why and how the concept of the Chinese Dream is not explicitly stated as the revitalization of the 

Chinese nation, but still the great majority reflects its goals. The student group also indicated health 

care, happy and individualism as their main data points for their Chinese Dream. Where these concepts 

originate from in the Chinese ethos is an intriguing finding of this study and one that might be explored 

in the future. Popular culture has a significant influence on the Chinese, such as the new year song  that 

became enormously popular throughout China, and it might explain why the students had a tendency to 

use happiness in the data points collected, however further exploration of this topic would be needed.  It 

would also be interesting to find out, on the ground in China, how the bureaucratic practices of gift 

giving for favors has changed and how this has reinforced Xi’s political base and popularity. It could be 

that guanxi (relationships networks), and the entire power structure of which relationships have played 
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such a key role in Chinese culture for centuries might be altered indefinitely, and a new set of standards 

and practices will need to take their place, which would be interesting to formulate and observe in future 

studies. It would also be interesting to further study the minority groups Chinese dreams, or Minority 

Groups Dreams as opposed to the Chinese Dream to find out what they are, and how they could be 

incorporated and policies implemented to see them come true as well.  
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