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ICHABOD BASEBALL
MARCH
16 University of Central Missouri, 5 p.m.
17 University of Central Missouri, 1 p.m.
18 University of Central Missouri, noon  
21 University of Nebraska-Omaha, 3 p.m.
23 Missouri Southern State University, Joplin,

5 p.m.
24 Missouri Southern State University, Joplin, 1 p.m.
25 Missouri Southern State University, Joplin, noon  
27 Fort Hays State University, 2 p.m.
30 Pittsburg State University, 5 p.m.
31 Pittsburg State University, 1 p.m.

APRIL
1 Pittsburg State University, 1 p.m.
3 University of Nebraska-Omaha, 1 p.m.
5 Northwest Missouri State University, 5 p.m.
6 Northwest Missouri State University, 2 p.m.
7 Northwest Missouri State University, noon 
10 Fort Hays State University, 2 p.m.
13 Missouri Western State University, 5 p.m.
14 Missouri Western State University, 1 p.m.
15 Missouri Western State University, 1 p.m.
20 Truman State University, Kirksville, Mo., 2 p.m.
21 Truman State University, Kirksville, Mo., 1 p.m.
22 Truman State University, Kirksville, Mo., 1 p.m.
25 Newman University, 6 p.m.
27 Emporia State University, 5 p.m.
28 Emporia State University, 2 p.m.
29 Emporia State University, 2 p.m.

MAY
4 Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar, Mo., 1 p.m.
5 Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar, Mo., noon  
11-13 MIAA Championship Tournament, TBA     
17-20 NCAA Regional Tournament, TBA     
11-13 NCAA Division II World Series,

Riverwalk Stadium, Montgomery, Ala.

All games in bold played at Washburn at Falley Field.

LADY BLUES SOFTBALL
MARCH
17-18 Emporia State University Tournament
23-25 Missouri Western State University Invitational,

St. Joseph, Mo.

27 Missouri Southern State University, 1 p.m.
28 Southwest Baptist University, 1 p.m.
31- April 1 University of Nebraska-Omaha 

Tournament 

APRIL
6 Truman State University, Kirksville, Mo., 2 p.m.
7 University of Central Missouri, Warrensburg, noon 
11 Emporia State University, Hummer Sports Park,

Topeka, 5 p.m.
14-15 Northwest Missouri State University 

Tournament 
17 Pittsburg State University, 3 p.m.
19 Northwest Missouri State University, 3 p.m.
21 Fort Hays State University, 2 p.m.
24 Missouri Western State University, 3 p.m.
26 Park University, 3 p.m.
27-28 University of Central Missouri Tournament,

Warrensburg 

MAY
4-5 MIAA Postseason Tournament, Shawnee, Kan.
10-14 NCAA Regional Tournament, TBA
17-21 NCAA Division II World Series,

Firestone Stadium, Akron, Ohio

All games in bold played at Washburn softball complex.

ICHABOD & 
LADY BLUES TENNIS
MARCH
16 Barton County Community College, 3 p.m.,

M/W
17 Missouri Western State University, 1 p.m., W
19 Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville,

2 p.m., M/W
20 University of Missouri-St. Louis, 1 p.m., M/W 
28 University of Nebraska-Omaha, 1 p.m., W
29 University of Nebraska-Kearney, noon, M/W 
31 Fort Hays State University, 9 a.m., W
31 Truman State University, 4 p.m., M/W

APRIL
4 Emporia State University, 5:30 p.m., M/W 
11 Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville,

3 p.m., M/W 
13 Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar, Mo.,

3 p.m., M/W

14 Missouri Southern State University, Joplin,
9 a.m., W

14 Benedictine College, Kansas City, Mo.
(Plaza Courts), 10 a.m., M

16 Johnson County Community College,
2:30 p.m., M/W

17 Rockhurst University, Kansas City, Mo., 3 p.m.,
M/W

21-23 MIAA Championship Tournament, St. Joseph,
Mo., M/W 

MAY
4-5 NCAA Regional Tournament, TBA, M/W
9-12 NCAA National Tournament, Altamonte Springs,

Fla., M/W

All games in bold held at Washburn tennis complex.
In case of inclement weather, matches moved to Wood Valley
Racquet Club and Fitness Center, 2909 W. 37th St., Topeka  

ICHABOD GOLF
MARCH
26-27 Washburn Invitational, Washburn 

University, Topeka Country Club 

APRIL
2-3 Missouri Southern Invitational, Missouri 

Southern State University, Loma Linda Country 
Club, Joplin

9-10 Otter Invitational California State University-
Monterey Bay, Bayonet Golf Club, Seaside, Calif.

16-17 TBA  
23-24 MIAA Championships, Branson Creek Golf 

Club, Branson, Mo.

MAY
7-9 NCAA Central/Great Lakes Super Regional 

Tournament, Missouri Southern State University,
Twin Hills Golf and Country Club, Joplin, Mo.

22-25 NCAA Championship Tournament,
The Meadows Golf Club, Allendale, Mich.

For information, call (785) 620-1135 or visit
www.wusports.com
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Contact Us!
Your news, thoughts and questions are important 
to us. Please write, telephone or send us an e-mail.
Letters to the editor and news of jobs, honors,
weddings, anniversaries and births are always
welcome. Please include your name, class year,
address and daytime phone number. Letters to the
editor may be edited for length and clarity.

Address: 1700 SW College Ave., Topeka, Kan., 66621

Telephone: (785) 670-1641

E-mail: wualumni@washburn.edu 

Web site: www.washburn.edu/alumni

To the editor: attention to Joy Thompson, 
(785) 670-1657, joy.thompson@washburn.edu
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on the cover
This is the third of four issues featuring 
the Washburn Transformational Experience, 
an academic opportunity adopted this fall
that affects all freshmen and many transfer
students. Previous issues have highlighted
scholarly and creative activities and
international education. This issue features
community service, and the summer issue 
will feature leadership. 14 Honoring 10 years of leadership:

The Dr. Jerry and Susan Farley 
Professorship in Leadership

4

2007 
Washburn 
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Alumni Weekend 
April 19-21
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Several times each year, Topekans may see 

a large group of college students, usually in
matching T-shirts, cleaning up a neighborhood
or painting a dilapidated house. This is a 
highly visible way to shine a light, both on 
the needs of the community and the power 
of volunteerism. What you may not see is
Washburn students helping children learn 
to read or a student nurse helping an elderly 
or poor person receive a health screening.

We take community service very seriously. Washburn students
perform tens of thousands of hours in community service. And 
our faculty and staff are just as generous with their time, talent 

and treasure, serving as volunteers,
advocates and members on boards
and committees related to every
imaginable charity and 
community service.

Service to others is part of 
the culture of Washburn University.
We teach what we practice. 
As individual members of the

Washburn family, our combined energy as volunteers makes a
significant difference. More importantly, we teach students to be
involved, and teach skills that help them lead and organize volunteer
and service activities. We help our students perform service across 
the country and around the world, teaching them to understand 
human needs in U.S. cities like New York City and New Orleans, 
in rural communities and in countries like Nicaragua.

The effort to clean up a neighborhood is important, but it 
is teaching students how to organize an effort to clean up a
neighborhood that will replicate itself over and over. It is teaching
students how to coordinate services and vector resources that 
allows them to become community leaders and advocates.

These students will follow other alumni of Washburn University 
who created sustained improvements in the lives of others. 
Recognizing a need and focusing the energy of volunteers requires 
skill and leadership. That is the Transformational Experience we teach.

Jerry Farley

Jerry Farley

“Service to 
others is part of
the culture of

Washburn
University. ”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ALUMNI EVENTS

APRIL
19 - 21 Alumni Weekend

For more information, see pages 4 - 5. 
For schedule of events and to register,
see page 29.

29 Baseball tailgate and game, 
Washburn vs. Emporia State 
University, Falley Field, 1 p.m.

MAY
11 After Hours honoring new 

graduates, their families and 
friends, 5 p.m.

JUNE
1 After Hours, 5 p.m.

All Alumni events are in the Bradbury
Thompson Alumni Center, unless noted.
For information, call (785) 670-1641.

MUSIC

MARCH
15 Opera, “The Gallantry” and 

“Trouble in Tahiti,”  7:30 p.m.
16 Opera, “The Gallantry” and 

“Trouble in Tahiti,”  7:30 p.m.
29 Honors Recital, 7:30 p.m.

APRIL
5  Coleman Hawkins High

School Jazz Festival, 7:30 p.m.
15  Singers Cabaret Concert,

Washburn Room,
Memorial Union,

7:30 p.m.

19 State Large Ensemble Festival, 8 a.m.
19 Percussion Studio Recital, 7:30 p.m.
24 Percussion Ensemble Concert, 

7:30 p.m.
26 Percussion Ensemble Festival 

Concert, 7:30 p.m.
27 Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m.
30 University Band Concert, 7:30 p.m.

MAY
2 Symphonic Wind Ensemble 

Concert, 7:30 p.m.
3 Jazz Concert, 7:30 p.m.
6 Choral Concert, 7:30 p.m.

JUNE
8 - 16 Sunflower Music Festival, 7:30 p.m.

(No concert Thursday, June 14)

MULVANE EXHIBITS
AND EVENTS

MARCH
13 - April 8 Randy Regier, “Baseball, 

Apple Pie and Earl Browder: 
Selections from the Museum of 
the Other American Dream”;
Carla Tilghman, “Repetitive 
Motion”; Julie Green, “The Last 
Supper: Final Meal Requests of 
U.S. Death Row Inmates”

APRIL
14 - June 3

“Cuba Oriente: Contemporary 
Painting from Eastern Cuba”

20 - June 24
Washburn Art Student Exhibition
“Embracing the Creative Spirit: 
Works by Self-taught Artists and 
Mulvane Folk Art”

JUNE
2 - 3 Mulvane Mountain/Plains Art Fair

JULY
27 - 29 Mulvane Women’s Board 

Antique Show and Sale, Lee Arena,
Petro Allied Health Center

2 | spring 2007 | www.washburn.edu/alumni 

Julie Green
“The Last Supper: 

Final Meal Requests of 
U.S. Death Row Inmates”
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SUMMER CAMPS
ACADEMICS

• Camp BLUE: Business Leaders 
Understanding Entrepreneurship:
July 16-18.
Registration required.
For information, (785) 670-1030.

• Pre-legal Workshop: Students interested 
in law careers will learn about the 
opportunities available in law,
July 18-20, registration required.
For information, (785) 670-1030.

MULVANE ART MUSEUM

• Razzle Dazzle: A variety of classes for 
all ages, preschool to adult, morning 
(10 a.m. - noon) and afternoon 
(1 - 3 p.m.) sessions,
June 18-22; July 9-13; July 23-27.
For information and a brochure,
(785) 670-2420.

MUSIC

• Total Percussion Camp: July 15-19.
Contact Tom Morgan, (785) 670-1521.

ATHLETICS

Lady Blues Volleyball Camps:
July 9-11, grades 10-12; July 12-14,
grades 9-12; July 17-18, grades 5-9

Bob Chipman Basketball Camps:
June 4-7, ages 7-14 boys, ages 13-18 
boys and girls; June 11-14, ages 7-14 
boys and girls; June 18-21, ages 7-18 
boys and girls; June 25 – 28, overnight,
ages 9 -18 boys and girls; all day,
ages 7-18 boys and girls

To view and print brochures, visit
www.wusports.com/summercamps

Carla Tilghman
“Repetitive Motion”

MAY
9 Washburn Women’s Alliance

Award Luncheon; Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius, speaker, Washburn
Room, Memorial Union,
11:30 a.m. For information,
see page 17.

ACADEMICS AND
STUDENT LIFE

MARCH
19 - 24 Spring recess

APRIL
2 Advance registration begins for 

summer sessions and fall semester
9 - 13 Greek Week

MAY
4 Last day of classes
7 - 11 Final exams

COMMENCEMENT
May 12, Lee Arena, Petro Allied

Health Center

9 a.m. School of Applied Studies
12:30 p.m. School of Business 
and School of Nursing 
4:30 p.m. College of Arts 
and Sciences
7:30 p.m. School of Law

AWARDS CEREMONIES
May 12, White Concert Hall, 

Garvey Fine Arts Center

11 a.m. School of Applied Studies 
Certificate and Awards Ceremony
2:30 p.m. School of Nursing 
Recognition and Awards Ceremony

28 Memorial Day 
(university closed)

29 Summer classes begin

JULY
4 Independence Day 

(university closed)

AUGUST
18 Fall semester classes begin

SPECIAL EVENTS

MARCH
16 WU Board of Regents, location 

TBA, 4 p.m.
29 Lingo Lecture Series: 

James Garbarino, “The Origins 
of Violence in Girls and Boys,” 
Washburn Room, Memorial 
Union, 7 p.m.

APRIL
17 Thomas L. King Lecture in 

Religious Studies: Derek Davis, 
University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor,
“Religion and Politics
in the United States:
Conflicts and
Anomalies,” 

Washburn Room, Memorial Union, 
7:30 p.m. For  information, 
(785) 670-1542.

20 Apeiron, 
Memorial
Union

21 Into the
Streets, a
Day of Service, meet in Living
Learning Center lobby, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

26 Retirement Reception for Professor
Ron Ash, north upper floor lounge,
Memorial Union, 2 - 4 p.m. 

28 Kansas State History Day
For information, (785) 670-2060.
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ALUMNI NEWS

April 19-21: Alumni Weekend ’07
To register for Alumni Weekend events, see page 29

■ Steve Holloman, b music ’75, Topeka, and

Robert Dunwell, professor, education emeritus,

Wakarusa, Kan., were part of an alumni band

formed to play for the Lady Blues and Ichabods

basketball games Jan. 6 and 10 during 

winter break. The band was directed by 

Aaron Zlatnik, b music ’83, Berryton, Kan.

19 Wake Up With Washburn, 
Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center, 7:30 a.m.
Bruce R. Wiley, bs ’83, Greybull, Wyo., “Out Standing in His Field.” 
Wiley, a dentist and forensic odontologist, centers his research on the 

role of forensic odontology in solving crimes and protecting the public.

20 Retiring Faculty Recognition Luncheon, 
Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center, 11:30 a.m.
The Alumni Association honors eleven faculty members who are retiring or 
entering phased retirement. See page 18 for more information.

20 Washburn After Hours, Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center, 5 p.m.
After Hours provides a place for alumni and friends to meet casually and enjoy 
snacks and beverages. 

21 Alumni Awards and Recognition Dinner, Washburn Room,
Memorial Union; cocktail reception, 6 p.m.; dinner, 7 p.m.
Alumni marking graduation anniversaries in the classes of 1937, 1947 and 
Golden Ichabods in the class of 1967 will be recognized at the dinner.

■ Meyer Ueoka, jd ’49 and honorary doctorate ’83, Wailuku, Hawaii, presented the Lady Blues

with kukui nut leis during the Hoop ’n Surf Classic Dec. 19-20.

Alumni Association 
Board of Directors 2006-2007

Past President
Ray Killam, bba ’70
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Six to receive
Alumni Association Awards
Distinguished Service Award
This award recognizes alumni who have made personal and professional
contributions to society, demonstrated exemplary support to the Washburn
Alumni Association and the community, been of service to humanity,
distinguished themselves in their careers and brought honor to Washburn
through their accomplishments.

Terry Marshall, bba ’63, Prescott, Ariz., founded 

T. Marshall Realty Advisors after serving 21 years as

vice president of real estate and facility services for

Fry’s Food and Drug Stores, a subsidiary of The Kroger

Co., and 6 years as vice president, real estate and

company pilot for Volume Shoe Corp. He is a member of the

International Council of Shopping Centers, from which he received

the Distinguished Industry Service Award. He is a past member of the

Alumni Association board, a longtime member of the Arizona alumni

group and supports the Terry & Phyllis Marshall Business Scholarship.

Mary Lou (Michael) McPhail, bs ’84, Topeka, is

financial literacy coordinator for the Kansas State

Treasurer. She retired as director of travel and tourism,

Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing, after

more than 30 years of State service which included 17

years with the Kansas Bureau of Investigation. She is a past president

of the Alumni Association, a former member of the Ichabod Club

board and was instrumental in establishing Washburn’s student

chapter of the American Business Women’s Association. She serves

on the board of the Marian Clinic and is active in a variety of

community groups.

Monroe Award
This award honors women who have distinguished themselves as teachers,
instructors, administrators or benefactors at Washburn and also have given
service to the community and/or their chosen professions. The award is 
named after suffragist, lawyer and publisher Lilla Day Monroe.

Leah (Ott) Gabler-Marshall, b ed ’70, taught in

Topeka for 9 years and has been a Realtor for 25

years. She was named Topeka Board of Realtors

Salesperson and Realtor of the Year, in addition to

annual sales awards. She serves on the Washburn

Women’s Alliance board and is a member of the Mulvane Women’s

Board, Nonoso, Friends of Music, Ichabod Club and the Alumni

Association. Her community service includes First Presbyterian

Church, Everywoman’s Resource Center, Court Appointed Special

Advocate, Topeka Community Foundation, Topeka Festival Singers

board, PEO, Topeka Junior League Sustainers, Kansas Book Club

and Topeka High School Friends of the Library board.

Ritchie Award
This new award honors men who have distinguished themselves as teachers, instructors,
administrators or benefactors at Washburn and also have given service to the community 
and/or their chosen professions. The award is named after Col. John Ritchie, who donated 
the land on which Washburn is built.

Ronald Wasserstein, ba ’78, is vice president of academic affairs

and professor of statistics. He joined the Washburn mathematics faculty

in 1984 and was named to his current post in 2001, where he was

instrumental in creating the Washburn Transformational Experience

academic requirement. He collaborated with faculty leadership to help

create the University’s faculty senate and also has played a pivotal role in supporting 

the annual faculty and staff giving campaign. He is nationally recognized for his

leadership in summer sessions organizations and for his statistical contributions to

the study of real property valuation.

Ruth Garvey Fink Award
This award honors individuals who have furthered the mission of the Bradbury Thompson
Alumni Center in supporting Washburn University.

Richard Ross, ba ’71, and jd ’75, Topeka, is Reporter of Judicial

Decisions for the Kansas Supreme Court/Court of Appeals. A

charter member of the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center advisory

committee, he was instrumental in raising funds for the Center’s

construction. He serves on the executive, development, and finance

committees for the Washburn Endowment Association board of trustees and is a

past president of the Alumni Association, Mulvane Art Museum, Alpha Delta Alumni

Association, MacVicar Educational Foundation, Community Youth Homes for Boys

and International Association of Reporters of Judicial Decisions. He served 12 years

on Washburn’s International House advisory committee and is the founder of the

Mulvane Mountain/Plains Art Fair.

Graduate of the Last Decade (GOLD) Award
This award honors recent Washburn graduates who demonstrate leadership in 
career or civic endeavors and loyalty to Washburn.

Stacy Tucker, bas ’97, Kansas City, Mo., is in her ninth year at 

Kansas City Kansas Community College, where she helps faculty 

members incorporate service learning into their courses and serves 

as advisor to Phi Theta Kappa, an international student honor society

dedicated to community service. Since 2002, her students have

ranked in the top 25 chapters of Phi Theta Kappa, which named her International

Distinguished Advisor in 2006 and honored her with the Kansas Region Outstanding

Advisor Award in 2005 and 2006. She has served at Washburn as an adjunct

instructor and encourages her students to choose Washburn and join the Bonner

Leader program.



ALUMNI NEWS

■ Cutting the cake (L to R): Pat Vogelsberg, ba ’06, Topeka, assists

Student Alumni Association Board members Annie Brevitz, 

Valley Falls, Kan., and Jordan Frieb, Olmitz, Kan., 

on Feb. 6, during the 142nd anniversary 

celebrations of Washburn’s Founders Day. 

Show off your new Bod and
support the Alumni Association

A Visa card sporting the new Ichabod
logo is now available to students, alumni
and friends of Washburn. Each time you
make a purchase with the card, you

support the Washburn Alumni Association.
For more information, visit our Web site

or contact us at (785) 670-1641.
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■ Jill Huelskamp, Andover, Kan., president of Washburn

Student Ambassadors, meets one of the 167 other students

participating in a conference hosted on the Washburn 

campus by the Student Alumni Association Board 

and Student Ambassadors Feb. 8-10. The Association 

of Student Advancement Programs conference 

drew students from 17 Midwestern 

colleges and universities.

■ Susie Hoffmann, Alumni

Association director, with the

mascot of the University of

Nevada-Las Vegas Runnin’ 

Rebels, on Nov. 21. The Alumni

Association hosted a post-game

reception for Nevada alumni 

and Ichabod basketball fans.



FEATURE

On the day they arrived at Washburn, Amber Gordon and Ashley Gordon, Hutchinson, Kan.,
sophomore transfer students from Hutchinson Community College, received an invitation to

check out the community service tract of the Washburn Transformational Experience.
“Rick Ellis (professor/director, Learning in the Community) was helping us move our stuff into the

Village,” Ashley Gordon said. “When he found out we were both early childhood education majors, 
he said he knew of a great opportunity that would give us experience working with young children.”

A few days later, the sisters attended the job and activities fair in the Memorial Union, where they
met Kris Hart, mcj ’03, Washburn’s community service coordinator. Hart invited them to the first group
Literacy Education Action Project meeting, where they learned more about the literacy program that
pairs Washburn students with underprivileged preschool children. The sisters signed on, joining the 
first group of students to chose the WTE community service tract.

Today the Gordons see an attractive match between a service opportunity and their career goals 
and academic pursuits. Two years from now, when they complete the program, their volunteer
experiences coupled with participation in group reflection and a final project may bring them more
than they could have anticipated: a life-long commitment to community service.

(L to R): Ashley Gordon
and Amber Gordon,
sophomore transfer
students from Hutchinson
Community College, 
tutor preschoolers in 
the community service
tract of the Washburn
Transformational
Experience. 

Not for ourselves alone:

Transforming students

Every baccalaureate degree-seeking undergraduate will complete at least one of four transformational 
experiences prior to graduation.

■■ Community service:
• A minimum of 150 hours of focused volunteer service with a non-profit organization. 
• At least three of six common commitments to service must be addressed: social justice, community building, civic engagement, diversity, 

international perspective and spiritual exploration.
• Students will meet at least four times per semester for reflection in a group led by a trained facilitator and will produce and present a final project.
Goal: Students will graduate as citizens who are not resigned to accepting the community as it is but have a vision for how they can help make 
the community better.

TRANSFORMATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Jacinda Peltz, Hoxie,
Kan., a freshman
majoring in business,
dances with preschoolers
at a Topeka YMCA. 
Peltz is participating in
the community service
tract of the Washburn
Transformational
Experience.
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■■  Leadership: earning a Leadership Studies 
Certificate through the Institute for the Study 
and Practice of Leadership or completing 
150 hours of service in a leadership role 
while taking one course on leadership.
Goal: Students will graduate as citizens 
who recognize the abundance of leadership 
opportunities and are ready to accept the 
mantle of responsibility that comes with 
these opportunities.

■■ Scholarly or creative activity: producing 
a significant or creative independent project. 
Goal: Students will graduate prepared to 
solve increasingly complex problems and 
sort through complex and sometimes 
contradictory information in order to 
gain fresh insight.

■■  International Education: exposure 
to the richness of history and culture 
beyond our shores through study abroad.
Goal: Students graduate ready to contribute 
to a fast-paced global society in which 
information is delivered instantly around 
the world.



FEATURE

Just a partial list of Washburn students volunteering
includes School of Nursing students in such places

as nursing homes, the Salvation Army, Let’s Help and the
Topeka Rescue Mission, in addition to those served by the
mobile health clinic’s 90-mile radius around Topeka. In
2006, 59 School of Business students taught 89 Junior
Achievement classes. And students in fraternities, sororities
and student government participate in a variety of charity
causes and fundraisers throughout the academic year. 

Much of the volunteer activity on campus is coordinated
through Learning in the Community, started in 1994 as a
student project and funded until this year by the Washburn
Student Government Association. Currently, LinC provides
community service opportunities to approximately 120
students in dedicated service and engages an average of 100
to 250 additional students in one day and short-term events.

As the community service Transformational Experience is
implemented on campus, the opportunities to and visibility
of student volunteers will increase. By year three, the total
number of students involved in the community service TE
is expected to reach 500.

This fall, the LinC office became the umbrella for the 
Center for Community Service and Service Learning, which
facilitates the community service TE. Funded by a Washburn
Endowment Association Innovative Grant (see page 16), LinC
also oversees the Bonner Leader Program, alternative spring
and winter break opportunities and connects about 50 work
study students with community non-profit organizations.
Currently 20 percent of Washburn’s work study students are
placed in local non-profit organizations, but the goal of the
financial aid office is to raise this number to 50 percent.

Learning in the
Community-LinC

Not for ourselves alone:

Alternative winter break in Nicaragua: 
Nakita Moore, Bel Aire, Kan., a junior

majoring in psychology, helps with a project
to bring water into a Nicaraguan community. 

“There are no words to describe the
feeling you get when you witness the

hardship of another,” Moore said. 
“I witnessed children living on the streets,
living lives they were never meant to live.

Families were destroyed by drugs and
homelessness, and there was no 

government assistance to ease 
hunger pains, just the scraps of 

the fortunate or the pity coins of 
the tourists. I call this experience life

changing because I feel a responsibility 
to share and act on the knowledge 

I’ve gained.”

(L to R): Alternative spring break in New Orleans: Amanda Roy, Salina, Kan., a senior in
human services, and Leslie Marcuson, ba ’06, Topeka, help with clean up efforts. 

Alternative winter break in New York City: Whitney Philippi, Moscow,
Kans., a sophomore majoring in English (center) is among the

Washburn students packing boxes of food for distribution. 
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Alternative spring
and winter breaks:

In 2005, two groups of Washburn students went to the 
Gulf Coast and Mississippi to help with clean up efforts after
Hurricane Katrina. In 2006, 18 Bonner Leaders with 55 other
students returned to New Orleans to continue this work. In
January, a group of students went to New York City to help 
with a food project while 13 other students went to Nicaragua.
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Cordell Privat, ba ’04, Shawnee, Kan.,
in his third year in medical school, still
returns periodically to Topeka’s Stone
Nature Center, where he spent hundreds
of hours in 2001-03 rehabilitating
wounded wild animals, teaching
environmental classes to school children
and facilitating Ropes challenge courses
for small groups of all ages.

Privat was among the first Washburn
students to join the Bonner Leader
Program, which provides scholarship
stipends through AmeriCorps to
students who commit to 900 hours of
service over a period of two years. Now
in its sixth year, 25 students a year are
admitted to the Bonner Leader Program,
with a total of 50 students rotating in
and out of the program every two years.

The Bonner Leader Program and 
the community service tract of the WTE
follow a model which holds to six
common commitments of service:

• Social justice: advocate for 
fairness, impartiality and equality 
while addressing systemic social 
and environmental issues.

• Civic engagement: participate 
intentionally as a citizen in the 
democratic process, actively
engaging in public policy and 
direct service.

•Community building:
establish and sustain a vibrant
community of place, personal
relationships and common
interests.

•Diversity: respect and
embrace the many different
dimensions of diversity in 
our private and public lives.

• International perspective:
develop international understanding
that enables students to participate
successfully in a global society.

• Spiritual exploration: explore 
personal beliefs while respecting 
the spiritual practices of others.

This model was developed to
transform the lives of students through
service and leadership, transitioning
them in two years from volunteers 
to leaders.

“Change does take place,” said Rick
Ellis, professor/director, Learning in the
Community. “As mentors, we discuss
with the students their views on these
issues. A sense of solidarity toward the
people they work with develops, and
they stick with it the rest of their lives.”

Bonner Leaders

Kristi Hubbard, Topeka, a senior biology major, holds a cat in need of adoption
during an event at PetSmart sponsored by the Pottawatomie County Caring
Hearts Humane Society. Hubbard is a Bonner Leader and serves on the
Society’s advisory board.

Bonner Leaders host hunger banquet: Magan Maes, Lyons, Kan., a junior majoring in business, welcomes guests to
the Washburn campus in November. The event was sponsored by Washburn’s Bonner Leaders in conjunction with
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week. Proceeds from the banquet and T-shirt sales went to the food program
at Topeka’s Let’s Help.
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HISTORY

History and traditions:
Not for ourselves alone

The original Washburn
motto, Non Nobis

Solum, “not for
ourselves alone,” was
part of the official
seal until 1941, when 
Washburn College
became Washburn

University of Topeka.
Charlotte Mendell Leavitt

(1867-1958), professor of
English, dean of women and

an honorary member of Nonoso, is credited
with suggesting this wording. Nonoso,
Washburn’s honorary society for outstanding
senior women, is derived from the first two
letters of the three Latin words of the motto.

High Aspiration

The April 1962 alumni magazine features
community service at Washburn and cites
the example of 32 law students serving as
juvenile probation officers in addition to
other law students who were acting as big
brothers to young people on probation.

The article also notes that sociology
students directed by Donna (Testerman)
Love, ba ’43, now professor emerita,
volunteered at the Family Service and
Guidance Center, the Kansas Neurological
Institute and the Veterans Administration
Hospital, contributing more than 1,000
hours to the VA alone.

Jerry Hutchison, at that time director
of the Alumni Association, explains the
impact of community service on students in
words that resonate with the goals of the
Washburn Transformational Experience:

“This group received more than just
their money’s worth at college. They gave
of themselves, and in return received
friendship, respect and knowledge ….
[These students] shared in a rich learning
experience that cannot be measured in
terms of subjects taken or textbooks read.”

“[These students] shared in a
rich learning experience that cannot

be measured in terms of subjects
taken or textbooks read.”

— Jerry Hutchison, 
director of the Alumni Association, 1962

Nonoso members as
pictured in the Kaw
yearbook, 1958.
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New Dean for
School of Law

T
homas J. Romig, Major General, 
U.S. Army, retired, has been
named dean of Washburn’s

School of Law. His appointment 
is effective July 1. A native of
Manhattan, Kan., Romig has served
since 2005 as deputy chief counsel
for operations for the Federal Aviation
Administration. Prior to joining the
FAA, Romig served four years as the
36th Judge Advocate General of the
Army. He received a bachelor of
science degree in social sciences
from Kansas State University and 
was commissioned through the 
Army ROTC program. While serving
as a military intelligence officer, 
he was selected for the Army Fully
Funded Law School program and
graduated from the Santa Clara
(Calif.) University School of Law 
in 1980.

Washburn Board of Regents
Members of the Washburn Board of Regents elected Topekans Maggie

Warren, ba ’74 as chairwoman and Nancy Paul, bba ’76, as vice chairwoman.
James Lagerberg, ba ’53, Topeka, was named to the Board by Mayor Bill Bunten

and replaces Karen Lee, jd ’83, Topeka. Lagerberg, who retired as president of
Capital Iron Works, served on the Washburn Alumni Association board 1992–95.

Franklin D. Gaines, ba ’60 and jd ’60, Hamilton, Kan., was appointed by the
Kansas Board of Regents in September 2005. Gaines is the chief executive officer
and chairman of the board of directors for the First National Bank in Fredonia, Kan.
He is a former member of the Kansas House of Representatives and the Kansas
Senate and also a Washburn Endowment Association trustee emeriti.

Maggie Warren Nancy Paul James Lagerberg Franklin D. Gaines
■ The addition to Stoffer Science Hall is taking shape.

The steel structure shows the outline of the new north

wall projecting from the existing building, built in 1959.

Saving the tree
■ This tree is protected by concrete as the $15 million two-year renovation and addition to Stoffer

Science Hall continues. Jeannie Robinson, assistant director of planning, design and construction,

facility services, said Phase I, the addition to the north side of the building, will be completed 

in August, in time for fall classes to be held in the new laboratories. 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 P
eg

gy
 C

la
rk



12 | spring 2007 | www.washburn.edu/alumni 

CAMPUS NEWS AND SPORTS

Baseball   By Jeremy Wangler

After 2006 brought the Ichabods just a few wins from
making the NCAA tournament, this spring they step to 
the diamond with an experienced bunch of returnees and
a solid bunch of newcomers that should give head coach
Steve Anson another shot at the postseason. Last year
Washburn finished 29-25 and made its first trip to the
MIAA tournament since 2001.

Anson will begin his 29th season as a baseball coach,
needing just one win to become the 26th coach in NCAA
Division II history to win 700 games.

Mark Stoltz, Wichita, Kan., returns after earning all-
MIAA first team honors as a designated hitter. He will
bring his power to that spot again while also lending his
talents as the Ichabod catcher, a place he played last year
during the nightcap of doubleheaders.

Honorable mention all-MIAA pitcher Jeff LaCerte,
Topeka, will join Randy Wild, Maple Hill, Kan., at the 
top of the Washburn pitching rotation. The two seniors
combined for eight wins last year. Washburn’s top
returner out of the bullpen will be senior Keith
Barkemeyer, Topeka.

While shortstop Tyler Blankenship, Lawrence, Kan., 
is the only starter returning to the defensive positions,
Anson feels 2007 will provide him with a lot of depth,
and by the time his team makes it onto the field for
opening day, he will have a squad full of experience,
speed and power.

It’s a new season of Q & A for high school students competing
in the televised games of “Quest,” Washburn’s high school
academic competition. 

The single elimination tournaments are broadcast on KTWU
(Topeka) at 9:30 p.m., Thursdays and 12:30 p.m. Sundays through
May. The program is also showing at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays on KPTS
(Wichita) through June 14. Broadcasts may be pre-empted in March
for pledge drives, so please check local listings.

Quarter finals air April 12 to May 6 on KTWU and May 3-24 on
KPTS. Semifinals air May 10-20 on KTWU and May 31 to June 7 on
KPTS. The championship game airs May 24 and 27 on KTWU and
June 14 on KPTS.

The 16 teams chosen for the televised competition earned the
highest scores at the Super Saturday qualifying event staged in
December on campus, where teams of students from 85 Kansas
high schools were individually tested on their knowledge of a
broad range of topics.

The program is produced by Washburn University and KTWU. 
Kansas National Education Association is providing substantial
support for the production of “Quest.”

High schools paired in the first round of games:
Wichita East vs. Maur Hill-Mount Academy (Atchison)
Andale vs. Clifton-Clyde
Leavenworth vs. Mill Valley (Shawnee)
Topeka West vs. McPherson
Bishop Carroll (Wichita) vs. St. Thomas Aquinas (Overland Park)
Lawrence Free State vs. Hayden (Topeka)
Kapaun Mt. Carmel (Wichita) vs. Ottawa
Washburn Rural (Topeka) vs. Blue Valley North (Overland Park)

__________

Play “Quest” online. KTWU challenges viewers to compete for
prizes at www.washburn.edu/php/quest/online-game.

Quiz show features 
Kansas high schools 

Senior pitcher Randy Wild earns a spot at the top of the Ichabod
pitching rotation.

Photo by Gene Cassell

Ichabod & Lady Blues Sports
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Tennis    By Jeremy Wangler

Washburn tennis in 2007 should be
another successful season for both the
Ichabods and Lady Blues after the men’s
and women’s teams reached the NCAA
tournament last year and then had a
strong showing during the fall season.

The Lady 
Blues will be 
led this year 
by three seniors.
Julie Huyberechts,
Louvain-LaNeuve,
Belgium; Lisa
Coleman, Olathe,
Kan.; and Amber
Raindl, Midland,

Texas, were honorable mention all-MIAA
players. Head coach Jennifer Hastert has
also added junior college transfer Diana
Goldsmith, St. Ann, Jamaica, a No. 1
seed in the ITA regional during the 
fall who advanced all the way to 
the semifinal.

While the
Ichabods will
be playing
without a
senior this year,
they will have
plenty of
young
experienced
players. 

Junior Rutger Vliegenberg, Mierlo, 
The Netherlands, returns to the court
after earning all-MIAA MVP honors last
year. Over the fall season, he reached
the semifinals in singles action in 
the ITA regional. He partnered 
with Andrew Plum, Dallas, to 
reach the quarterfinals in doubles 
action. Ichabod Drew Hanson, 
Topeka, returns for his second 
season after being named the 
conference freshman of the year, 
and all five of WU’s returners 
were named to the all-MIAA team 
last year.

Golf    By Gene Cassell

The No. 16 ranked Washburn Ichabod golf team ended the fall slate of
the 2006-07 season on a roll as they won their last four tournaments after
opening the season with a seventh place finish. The Ichabods won the
Southwest Baptist University, Northeastern State University, Drury
University and Pittsburg State University Invitationals to close out the fall.

The wins at SBU and PSU were both MIAA-sanctioned tournaments
and gave the Ichabods a four-point lead in the conference standings with
two regular season and the MIAA postseason tournaments remaining. 

The Ichabods host a tournament for the first time in two seasons on
March 26-27 at the Topeka Country Club.

Sophomore Matt Ewald, Leawood, Kan., won three of the last four
tournaments while recording a 73.9 stroke average. In five tournaments,
junior Ryan Deutsch, Topeka, had four top-five finishes with three second
place finishes. He is ranked No. 18 in the nation out of all collegiate
golfers at all NCAA Division I, II and III schools. Ewald is ranked 112. 

The Washburn Lady Blues softball team begins the 2007
season with high hopes after reaching the NCAA postseason
tournament for the second time in the program’s history last
season.

Washburn returns seven starters including second team 
all-MIAA picks in sophomore pitcher Kelly Swygert, Topeka,
and senior centerfielder Ashley Webb, Prairie Village, Kan.
Swygert picked up 20 of the 36 wins last season for the Lady
Blues, and Webb scored a team-high 34 runs with 11 doubles,
44 hits and nine home runs.

Three of their top four hitters are also returning: junior
shortstop Brooke DeVader, Emmett, Kan., sophomore first
baseman Dani White, Berryton, Kan., and junior catcher 
Mandi Daigh, Overland Park, Kan. DeVader hit .307 with 
a team-high 17 doubles; White broke the Washburn single-
season home run record when she hit 12 as a freshman and
Daigh received second team all-region honors after hitting .289.

Head coach Lisa Carey is entering her fifth season at the
helm of the Lady Blues program and has recorded a 132-86

(.606) record after going 36-21 in 2006 and earning the
school’s second NCAA postseason tournament bid.

Softball    By Gene Cassell

All photos on this page are by Gene Cassell

Julie Huyberechts

Rutger Vliegenberg

Brooke DeVader

Mandi Daigh

Kelly Swygert

Dani White
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While it may not seem possible
to some, Washburn is nearing
the 10-year anniversary of

President Jerry B. Farley’s arrival on
campus.

President Farley’s leadership has
brought many exciting changes to
Washburn that have
transformed 
the campus. 

Since joining the
university, Dr. Jerry 
and Susan Farley have
committed themselves 
to sharing the story of
Washburn across the 
country and to the 
Topeka community. 

“For the past ten years,
Washburn University has
had the good fortune 
of having the dynamic
leadership of Dr. Jerry Farley,” 
said Maggie Warren, ba ’74, Topeka, 
chairwoman of the Washburn Board of
Regents. “The impact of his leadership
expands beyond the confines of the
Washburn University campus into 
the entire community and beyond to 
statewide influence in the arena of
higher education for the state Kansas.”

In honor of President Farley’s
leadership and the impact of his and
Susan’s dedication to Washburn, the
Washburn Board of Regents and
Washburn Endowment Association
Board of Trustees are raising funds 
to established the Dr. Jerry and Susan

Farley Professorship in
Leadership.

This endowed
professorship will provide
the funds needed to attract 
an outstanding faculty
member to work with
students to inspire and
develop the call to
leadership and action that
President Jerry and Susan
Farley reflect in their lives.

The Dr. Jerry and Susan
Farley Professorship in
Leadership will also create

a legacy to commemorate the Farley’s
lasting impact on Washburn University.

“Susan and I are honored to be a
part of this wonderful institution and
the history of Washburn,” President
Farley said. “I know we are changing
the lives of our students on a daily 
basis, and I want to continue to change
lives and grow every year.”

During his tenure, Washburn has
adopted many new programs. A partial
list includes accreditation of the School
of Business, the Master of Science in
Nursing, the Institute for the Study and
Practice of Leadership, the Washburn
Transformational Experience, and an
alternative funding model to replace
property tax with sales tax. 

Numerous new buildings have 
been added and several important
renovations have taken place during 
the past 10 years such as Yager
Stadium/Bianchino Pavilion, the Living
Learning Center, Washburn Village, the
Student Recreation and Wellness Center,
the Art Building and renovations to the
Mulvane Art Museum, Memorial Union,
Lee Arena, White Concert Hall and
Stoffer Science Hall.

The Washburn Endowment
Association will announce the total 
gifts and participation during Alumni
Weekend activities in April. 

The attached envelope provides 
a convenient way to contribute. Please
note: for your gift to be included in 
the total announced in April, Washburn
Endowment Association must receive
your gift no later than April 13. 

“I know we are

changing the lives

of our students on

a daily basis, and 

I want to continue

to change lives and

grow every year.”

— Dr. Jerry Farley

Honoring 10Years 
of Leadership:
The Dr. Jerry and Susan Farley 
Professorship in Leadership
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From an early age, Ronald Snyder knew he
wanted a college degree from Washburn since 
his father, grandmother, aunt and uncle all were
Washburn alumni.

At the age of 16, he was diagnosed with 
kidney failure and endured years of painful
treatments. However, Ronald would not give 
up his dream of a degree.

He worked full-time at Hallmark Cards Inc. 
and took courses at Washburn as his health 
would permit. When he died, he was 19 hours 
short of earning his degree, which Washburn
awarded posthumously.

Even though his life ended, his dreams live 
on. Ronald Snyder’s estate, left to his father,
included his Hallmark profit sharing 
individual retirement account.

“He was so close to graduating, and this would
have meant so much to him,” James Snyder said.

James Snyder’s donation was aided by the
passage of the Pension Protection Act of 2006. 
The new piece of legislation allows for gifts made
directly to a charity of up to $100,000 from an 
IRA for each year in 2006 and 2007. Snyder said 
he wouldn’t have been able to make this donation
if the legislation had not been passed last year. 

A Dream Realized
James Snyder, ba ’58, Topeka, honored his son, Ronald Snyder, who passed away in

2002, through a $100,000 gift from Ronald’s estate. The gift created the Ronald J. and
James F. Snyder Scholarship for Kansas students majoring in business.

James Snyder, ba ’58, shakes hands
with School of Business Dean David
Sollars after creating a scholarship in
his son’s honor.
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The funding came through unrestricted gifts. Each
year, the Washburn Endowment Association Board of
Trustees and the Washburn Board of Regents set aside
a portion of unrestricted gifts specifically to encourage
innovative programs on campus. 

Every three years since 1995, these grants have
been awarded to deserving and innovative programs
on campus. A committee selects two projects and
grants each one approximately $300,000. 

The committee is comprised of Washburn faculty
and staff and representatives from the WEA Board 
of Trustees and the Washburn Board of Regents.

“This has been a really beneficial program,” 
Ron Wasserstein, vice president of academic affairs,
said. “We have added a number of great projects
because of these grants which help students and
faculty greatly.”

Previous projects have included Digitally Accessible
Resources for Teaching (DART) and the Washburn
University Creative and Scholarly Innovation (WUCSI),
which funded student research and creative activity.

“Both of those have been extremely successful,”
Wasserstein said. “We have been able to assist
hundreds of students with programs that would have
never happened without the innovative grants.”

The award recipients for 2006-07 are Learning in
the Community (LinC): The Center for Community
Service and Service Learning and the High
Performance Academic Computing Environment
(HiPACE).

The LinC program assists the university in
promoting a lifelong commitment to service among
Washburn students, faculty and staff. This program 
is an important component of the community service
tract of the Transformational Experience (see page 8).

LinC connects members of the university with
meaningful service experiences such as matching
students, faculty and staff with individual and group
service opportunities, organizing campus-wide, 
one-day service projects and providing faculty support 
and resources for community service learning projects
to any student wishing to develop a community
service initiative. 

The HiPACE Center will be located in the 
renovated Stoffer Science Hall and will provide
Washburn students, faculty and members of the
community access to interactive and virtual lab
experiences, in addition to advancing the research
opportunities for students and faculty. The Center will
provide a unique, open educational environment that
will promote creative thought processes and provide
access to open source software. 

Encouraging research and service
Last spring, Washburn University awarded two Innovative Grants of nearly $600,000 to

support students and faculty in their research and service projects. 

Lacey Keller, Topeka, a School of Business junior, digs in during an alternative winter break
service trip to Nicaragua. Keller was one of 13 Washburn students who helped 

with a project to bring water to the homes of a poor community. 



The Washburn Women’s 
Alliance is hosting its annual

scholarship luncheon May 9. 
The keynote speaker will be 
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

The luncheon provides
important funding for WWA’s
scholarships for nontraditional
female students at Washburn.

One student who has been
afforded a chance to reach her
dreams because of the WWA
scholarships is Miranda Ericsson,
Topeka, a junior majoring in
English. 

Ericsson was given the
opportunity to earn her education
while working and raising her son
due to WWA scholarships during
the past two years.

“The support of the Washburn
Women’s Alliance goes deeper
than money,” Ericsson said.
“These kind, generous women 
are so full of positive energy 
and hope that anyone would 
be inspired. They are a group of
women who believe in education
and the power of women. 
I believe, too.”

Patty Riley, b ed ’72 and jd ’77,
Topeka, the 2006-07 WWA
president, is a firm believer in
education and the impact financial
support brings.

“These scholarships really make
a difference in whether some of
these women can go to college,”
Riley said. “For some, this is the
first time anyone has believed 
in them.”

The first WWA scholarship was
an endowed fund established in
1995 by John and Ruth Stauffer,
Topeka. WWA spun off of that
initial scholarship and was
founded by a group of volunteer
women with the purpose of
providing financial assistance for
tuition and fees to nontraditional
female students.

Today, there are several
endowed funds. The net proceeds
of ticket sales from the luncheon
are put into WWA endowed funds.
Last year’s luncheon drew more
than 300 people.

Those interested in attending
this year’s luncheon or in
contributing to WWA may contact
the Washburn Endowment
Association at (785) 670-1816 
or visit www.givetowashburn.org.

WWA Scholarship recipients Wendy Agner,
Tecumseh, Kan., senior in elementary
education, and Miranda Ericsson, Topeka, 
junior in English, are pictured with (center) 
WWA benefactor Kathy (Houseworth) Clark, 
b ed ’68, Topeka, of Capital City Bank.

A Fresh Start

Technology Key to
Success at School
of Business

Technology touches everyone in today’s society,
and the School of Business is no exception.

The Washburn Endowment Association is
currently raising $450,000 for the Business
Technology Edge, a suite of rooms including a
trading simulation room, showcase classroom and
boardroom for programs in the School of Business.
This project will enhance the masters of business
administration and upper division finance and
accounting courses.

This renovation
to the Henderson
Learning Resources
Center will bring
practical, real-world
experience into the
curriculum. The 
use of trading
simulation and
technology 
classrooms will equip Washburn students with 
the necessary tools to participate in the business
world of today.

These classrooms incorporate real-time data 
and charts into lectures, homework assignments 
and class projects. A multi-purpose classroom
and boardroom will be used for both lecture 
and computer applications.

The project is scheduled to begin construction
this summer.

Please contact the Washburn Endowment
Association at (785) 670-1816 for more
information on the Business Technology
Edge project.
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This is an example of what one of the
trading simulation and technology
classrooms might resemble for the
Business Technology Edge project.
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FACULTY NEWS

Retiring Faculty
honored during Alumni Weekend

The Alumni Association is
collecting letters or notes from alumni
and friends to be presented to those
retiring or entering phased retirement
this year. Please mail to Joy Thompson,
1700 SW College Ave., Topeka, Kan.
66621; fax to (785) 670-1036; or 
e-mail joy.thompson@washburn.edu.

The Washburn Alumni Association will recognize retiring faculty members at a luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Friday,
April 20 in the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center. To register for the event, see page 29.

Ronald Ash,
professor, biology,
joined the faculty 
in 1987 and is
retiring in June.

Larry Blumberg,
associate professor
and chairman of
mathematics and
statistics, joined 
the faculty in 
1967 and begins

phased retirement this summer.

Judy Diffley,
professor and
program director,
office administration,
office, legal and
technology, joined
the faculty in 1982.

She retires in May.

Shirley Gorman,
director of student
affairs and lecturer,
School of Business,
joined the faculty 
in 1997. She retired
in February.

Frank Hicks,
instructor, criminal
justice, joined the
faculty in 2001 and
retired in December
2006.

Teresita Leyell,
professor, business
administration,
School of Business,
joined the faculty 
in 1982. She retired
in June 2006.

Jim McCormick,
professor, health,
physical education
and exercise 
science, joined  
the faculty in 1981
and begins phased

retirement in fall 2007.

Edward Navone,
professor, art, joined
the faculty in 1964.
He retires in June.

Adebisi Otudeko,
professor, sociology
and anthropology,
joined the faculty in
1982. He retires 
in June.

Virgie Smith,
librarian, School 
of Law, joined the
faculty in 1976. 
She retired in 
August 2006.

Robert Stein,
professor and chair,
English, joined the
faculty in 1973. 
He retired in July
2006.

Letters of appreciation 
& congratulations



CLASS NOTES

’40s
Charles Marling, ba ’40, Topeka, was

inducted into the Topeka Business Hall of

Fame. Marling served on Washburn’s Board

of Regents from 1955 to 1970 and received 

a Distinguished Service Award from

Washburn in 1977.

’50s
Larry Christian, bba ’55, Marion, Ohio,

was honored by Modern Woodmen of

America as a Hometown Hero for improving

the quality of life in his community.

Mary (White) Farr, b ed ’54, Topeka, 

was elected secretary of the Topeka branch

of the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People.

Kay McFarland, ba ’57 and jd ’64, Topeka,

was inducted into the Topeka Business Hall

of Fame. McFarland serves as Chief Justice of

the Kansas Supreme Court and was honored

as a Washburn Alumni Fellow in 2005.

’60s
Bob Davis, ba ’67, Lawrence, Kan., was

named to the Kansas Broadcasting Hall 

of Fame.

Thomas Goulding, bs ’67, Harvard, Mass., 

was named one of six recipients of an

$80,000 Microsoft-sponsored computer

gaming curriculum grant. Goulding is

chairman of the computer science,

information systems and gaming, simulation

and robotics department at Daniel Webster

College.

Jerry Gray, bba ’68, Wichita, Kan., was

listed in Midwest Real Estate News as one 

of the outstanding 40 over 40 top

commercial real estate executives.

Karen Hastings, ba ’68, Topeka, directed 

T. S. Eliot’s play “Murder in the Cathedral,”

presented in March at Grace Episcopal

Cathedral.

Ronald Hodges, ba ’63, Thornton, Colo., 

retired after 45 years of ministry in the

United Methodist Church.

Charles McLeod, ba ’69, Richmond, Texas,

is president of National Actuarial Pension

Services of Houston, which has been

acquired by National Investment 

Managers Inc.

Byron Meeks, jd ’68, Kinsley, Kan., retired

from the law firm J. Byron Meeks Lawyer

LLC. Meeks served as judge of the 24th

Judicial District from 1989 to 2003.

William Vickrey, bba ’68, Sherman, Texas,

is the managing general partner of Red River

Properties, which operates in Arizona,

Florida, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.

Ronald Wilson, jd ’69, Phoenix, has joined

Morris, Hall & Kinghorn and specializes in

estate planning.

ANNIVERSARY
Mary Ann (Morie) Starbuck, b ed ’61, and

Clifford Starbuck, Topeka, celebrated their

45th wedding anniversary in October.

Re-elected: 
Dennis Moore, jd ’70, Lenexa,

Kan., to his fifth term in the 

U.S. House of Representatives,

where he has been serving the 

3rd District of Kansas since 1999. 

He is a member of the House Committees on

Budget and Financial Services. To learn more, 

visit www.moore.house.gov.

Ron Thornburgh, bs ’85,

Topeka, to his fourth term 

as Kansas Secretary of State, 

a post he has held since 1994. 

He is a former president of 

the National Association of Secretaries of State 

and serves as co-chairman of the voter

participation committee.

Elected:
Paul Morrison, bs ’77 and 

jd ’80, Lenexa, Kan., to Kansas

Attorney General. After serving 

as assistant district attorney 

1980-88, he was elected district

attorney of Johnson County (Kan.), in 1989 and

won re-election four times.

Longest-serving current member
of the Kansas Legislature:

Anthony Hensley, ba ’75,

Topeka, has been a member of

the Kansas Legislature for 31

years. He serves as minority leader

and was re-elected to the Senate

in 2004, where he has represented District 19

since 1992. He also served in the House of

Representatives from 1976 to 1992.

Appointed:
Lee Johnson, jd ’80, Topeka, 

to the Kansas Supreme Court by

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius. Johnson

served on the Court of Appeals

since 2001. He also practiced 

law in Caldwell, Kan., where he was city 

attorney from 1987 to 1997.
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’70s
Ed Albert, b ed ’78 and m ed ’86, Topeka,

was recognized as National Distinguished

Principal for Kansas by the Kansas

Association of Elementary School Principals.

Albert is principal of North Fairview

Elementary School.

Robert Barraclough, bba ’72, Topeka,

retired from the Topeka Fire Department 

at the rank of captain.

Dan Bennett, ba ’76, Dallas, was named

among the top 20 best managers in major

market radio by Radio Ink magazine.

Robert Brown, bs ’79, Topeka, is on the

executive committee of the Topeka branch

of the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People.

George Carter, ba ’70 and bba ’81, Topeka,

retired after 30 years as a state of Kansas

employee, most recently with the office of

the Kansas State Fire Marshal.

Victoria (Vernon) Durand, ba ’75,

Lawrence, Kan., is coordinator of the NATO

Medical Communications and Information

Systems Expert Panel in support of the

combined NATO Surgeon Generals.

Tony Florez, bba ’77, Topeka, was named

to the President’s Council of Coldwell Banker

Griffith & Blair American Home.

Gerald Hart, jd ’76, Ft. Scott, Kan., retired

after 21 years as a judge in the 6th Judicial

District and is teaching at Ft. Scott

Community College.

John Heidrick, ba ’74, La Cygne, Kan., 

is a special education instructor at Prairie

View High School.

Robert Holmes, bba ’78, Topeka, received

the personal financial specialist credential

from the American Institute of Certified

Public Accountants.

John Kemp, jd ’74 and honorary

doctorate ’03, Washington, D.C., received

the 2006 Henry B. Betts Award, America’s

highest honor for disability leadership 

and service.

Steven Montgomery, jd ’79, Paola, Kan.,

was appointed by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius 

as a judge in the 6th Judicial District.

Thomas O’Brian, bs ’79, Superior, Colo.,

was appointed director of the National

Institute of Standards and Technology

Boulder Laboratories. 

Timothy O’Sullivan, jd ’75, Wichita, Kan.,

was elected a partner of the law firm

Foulston Siefkin LLP, where he specializes 

in estate planning.

Thomas Owens, jd ’74, Overland Park,

Kan., was re-elected to the Kansas House 

of Representatives for District 19.

David Pierce, jd ’77, Topeka, received 

a Meritorious Achievement Award from

Pittsburg State University during December

commencement. Pierce serves at Washburn

as a professor in the School of Law and 

as director of the Business and Transactional

Law Center.

William Richards, ba ’73, Topeka, is on 

the executive committee of the Topeka

branch of the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People.

Mal Robinson, bba ’71, Topeka, has 

joined the board of directors of Youth

Entrepreneurs of Kansas.

Carol Rogers, ba ’71, Chesterfield, Mo., 

is president of Rogers & Company Wealth

Management, which is featured in 

“The Wealth Factor: A Team Approach,” 

published by Financial Forum Publishing.

Bryon Schlosser, jd ’71, Topeka, is

president of the Topeka Area Association 

of Realtors, which named him Realtor  

of the Year for 2006.

PROFILE: Jeff Kready

(L to R): Jeff Montague, ba ’78 and 

m ed ‘89, adjunct, theatre, with Jeff

Kready, b music ’04, New York, New

York. Montague traveled to New York in

January with a group from Topeka to see

Kready perform in the Broadway revival of 

“Les Miserables” at the Broadhurst Theatre.

Kready plays the role of Babet along with

12 other characters and also understudies

the lead role of Jean Valjean.

“Performing at the Broadhurst every

night really is a dream come true,” Kready

said. “I love my job and all my friends on

stage. Every performance is a treat to me,

but having friends and family from 

Topeka in the audience was a particularly

special event.”

Kready performed as Jean Valjean for

the first time Feb. 6.
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PROFILE: Col. Deborah (Moeller) Rose

Col. Deborah (Moeller) Rose, bsn ’82, Overbrook, Kan., and Gail Ciesielski, lecturer, School of Nursing, teaching

nursing, first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation in Armenia Oct. 8-17 as part of the Kansas National Guard State

Partnership Program in Armenia, established in part to assist development of the former Soviet state in the areas of

health and medicine.

Col. Rose, vice wing commander of the 190th Air Refueling Wing of the Kansas

Air National Guard, said her team taught a variety of groups, including school

teachers, hospital workers, emergency medical technicians and firefighters.

Ciesielski was recruited for the mission because integrating civilian expertise

with military personnel is one of the goals of the program.

“It was something unique for them to see that we [military members 

and civilians] can work together,” Rose said.
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Sarah Bootes Shattuck, ba ’76 and jd ’79,

Ashland, Kan., was elected secretary-

treasurer of the Kansas Bar Foundation. 

James Slattery, ba ’70 and jd ’75,

Washington, D.C., received the Father 

Edwin Watson Award for service to Maur

Hill-Mount Academy in Atchison, Kan.

Washburn honored Slattery as an Alumni

Fellow in 2001.

Randy Speaker, bba ’77, Topeka, is 

deputy city manager of operations for 

the City of Topeka.

Leo Taylor, bs ’75, Topeka, was honored

by the Brown Foundation in the “Leaders

and Role Models: African American Men 

in Topeka, Kansas” photography exhibit.

Washburn honored Taylor as an Alumni

Fellow in 1995.

Maria Torrez-Anderson, ba ’76, Topeka,

received the Women Helping Women 

Award from Soroptimist International.

Mark Ward, ba ’73 and jd ’81, Ft. Scott,

Kan., was named a judge of the 6th Judicial

District by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

BIRTHDAY
Inez (Strahan) Bland, bba ’73, Topeka,

celebrated her 85th birthday in December.

ANNIVERSARIES
Laura (Corder) Bond, bs ’75, and Larry

Bond, Hoyt, Kan., celebrated their 25th

wedding anniversary in November.

Jerry Reiman, b music, and Jeanie (Holder)

Reiman, Topeka, celebrated their 36th

anniversary in October.

’80s
Dee (Wilson) Anderson, bba ’84, Topeka,

was named to the President’s Council of

Coldwell Banker Griffith & Blair American

Home.

Ivan Baker, ba ’81, Tinley Park, Ill., is

director of economic development for 

the City of Tinley Park, which was named

national winner of the Excellence in 

Urban-Suburban Economic Development

Award by the U.S. Department of Commerce

and was also one of 12 cities cited for

economic development leadership and

innovation by CoreNet Global.

Ben Bauman, ba ’85, Holton, Kan., is 

co-anchor of the 6 and 10 p.m. newscasts 

on channel 49 KTKA-TV.

Greg Brenneman, bba ’84 and honorary

doctorate ’99, Spring, Texas, has been

named president and chief executive of 

the Quiznos sandwich chain.

David Chavez, ba ’88, Olathe, Kan., was

elected to the board of advisors of Diversity

Affluence.

Kim (Wiechman) Cudney, jd ’89,

Greenleaf, Kan., was appointed by 

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius as a judge in 

the 12th Judicial District.

Theresa Dreiling, bba ’84, Tulsa, Okla., 

is serving as a special district judge for 

Tulsa County.

Bryan Fox, bba ’87 and mba ’95,

Lawrence, Kan., is manager of support

operations for Kansas City Power & Light.

Lisa (Martin) Gilchrist, ba ’89, Auburn,

Kan., is president of TDC Learning 

Centers Inc.

Gretchen Gleue-Woody, bba ’85, Topeka, 

was recognized by Weekenders USA for 

her sales achievements.

Larry Hendricks, jd ’82, Topeka, 

was named a judge of the 3rd Judicial

District by Gov. Kathleen Sebilius.

Thomas Konrade, bba ’89, Topeka, 

was promoted to digital plant manager at

Jostens Printing and Publishing.

Jeffry Larson, jd ’87, Emporia, Kan., 

was named a judge in the 5th Judicial

District by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

Kevin Morgison, bba ’87, Perry, Kan., 

was promoted to vice president, consumer

loan manager at Capitol Federal Savings.

Deborah Rose Gail Ciesielski
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Lori (Simnitt) Moser, ba ’87, Topeka, was

named to the President’s Council of Coldwell

Banker Griffith & Blair American Home.

Lance Royer, bs ’85, Topeka, is a graduate

of the FBI National Academy Program. He is

a captain with the Shawnee County sheriff’s

department.

Jeffrey Stone, ba ’83, Greendale, Wis., 

was re-elected to the Wisconsin State

Assembly, where he has served since 1998.

Kristine (Lee) Wanamaker, b ed ’89 and

m ed ’96, Topeka, earned national board

certification, the highest credential in the

teaching profession. Wanamaker teaches 

fifth grade at Pauline South Intermediate

School.

James Ward, jd ’85, Wichita, Kan., was 

re-elected to the Kansas House of

Representatives, where he serves the 88th

District and is assistant minority leader.

WEDDING
Kathy King, aa ’82 and ba ’82, and Thad

James, Fenton, Mo., on Oct. 28. She is a

manager with the Federal Reserve Bank.

ANNIVERSARIES
Kimberly (Davis) Stone, bba ’82, and 

Ken Stone, bba ’81, Topeka, celebrated

their 25th anniversary in May.

Jim Buchholz, bba ’80, and Mary (Mellies)

Buchholz, Carbondale, Kan., celebrated their

50th wedding anniversary in November.

’90s

Mary Kate Baldwin, ba ’91, Topeka, 

is secretary of the Kansas Herpetological

Society.

Laura (Rounkles) Balster, ba ’91, Maryville,

Ill., was elected to the Girl Scouts of River

Bluffs Council board of directors.

Peggy Beasterfeld, bba ’92, Auburn, Kan., 

is president of the National Association of

Tax Professionals.

Sue (Hamilton) Brown, ba ’90, Olathe,

Kan., was elected to the Stormont-Vail

Foundation board of trustees.

Kay (Garvert) Czerwinski, bsn ’96,

Plover, Wis., joined Ministry Medical Group

in Weston, Wis., and specializes in family

practice.

Paul Davis, jd ’98, Lawrence, Kan., 

was re-elected to the Kansas House of

Representatives, where he serves the 

46th District.

Suzanne (Leasure) Dwyer, jd ’92, Wichita,

Kan., has joined the law firm of Conlee,

Schmidt and Emerson.

Annette (O’Flaherty) Frisbie, aa ’91,

Manhattan, Kan., is a realtor with Signature

Homes Real Estate & Development Co. 

Debbie (Jarvis) Gehrt, bba ’98, Topeka,

was promoted to staff auditor in internal

audit at the Federal Home Loan Bank, 

where she has worked for 26 years.

Debbie (Murray) Gibson, bba ’90,

Topeka, was recognized by the Longaberger

Co. for career achievement in sales and was

inducted into the $1 Million Club.

Lori Gill, bs ’95 and jd ’99, Las Vegas, 

a captain in the Air Force, is serving as an

attorney in Baghdad, Iraq, assigned to the

Joint Contracting Command Iraq/Afghanistan.

Thad Hartman, ba ’96, Topeka, was

selected by the American Library Association

for 2007 Emerging Leaders training.

Sean Knaak, bs ’99, Hiawatha, Kan.,

is practicing optometry in the office of 

John C. Metzger.

Eric Kraft, jd ’99, Overland Park, Kan., 

was elected to serve as District 1

representative on the Kansas Bar 

Association board of governors.

Angela (Henault) McHardie, bs ’99,

Tecumseh, Kan., was promoted to unit

supervisor (lieutenant) by the Shawnee

County Department of Corrections.

Jennifer (Aschenbrenner) McKinnon,

bba ’93, Topeka, was promoted to

investment, debt and derivatives accounting

manager at the Federal Home Loan Bank.

Boyd McPherson, jd ’92, Wichita, Kan., 

has joined the law firm of Joseph &

Hollander PA.

Glenda Overstreet, ba ’92 and bs ’93,

Topeka, was elected president of the Topeka

branch of the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People.

Tom Patterson, jd ’96, Alpine, Utah, 

was named executive director of the Utah

Department of Corrections.

Cyndi Peterson, bsn ’92, Topeka, 

is a nurse practitioner in infectious disease 

at Cotton O’Neil Clinic. 
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Gwen (Randel) Ritter, bba ’95, New York,

was promoted to director in Deutsche Bank

Global Corporate and Investment Bank.

Gerald Simecka, bs ’92, Topeka, graduated

from Officer Candidate School at Ft. Lewis,

Wash., and was commissioned as a second

lieutenant in the Army National Guard.

WEDDINGS
Jessica Bourquin, ba ’99, and Lawrence

Domme, Topeka, on June 10. She is

pursuing a law degree at Washburn.

Heather Hall, bs ’99 and msw ’00, and

Dion Davis, Topeka, on Sept. 23. She works

for Health Management Strategies Value

Options.

Dustin Kadous, bs ’95, and Alyce Bishop,

Topeka, on Oct. 24. He works for Shawnee

County, Kan.

Amy Keimig, bsn ’98, and Jeffrey Rivers,

Independence, Kan., on May 27. She is a

registered nurse at Mercy Hospital.

Michael Miller, ba ’92, and Lori Hardesty,

Topeka, on Sept. 30. He is employed by

Cardinal Brands.

ANNIVERSARY
Debora (Gibbs) Pufahl, bsn ’90, and

Thomas Pufahl, Wakarusa, Kan., celebrated

their 35th wedding anniversary in December.

BIRTH
R. Clayton Funk, ba ’93, and Kelly Funk,

Kansas City, Mo., a son, Hudson, on Oct. 4.

He joins a sister, Addison, 1.

’00s
Wes Ashton, jd ’03, Olathe, Kan., is serving

in the Kansas legislature as lobbyist for the

Northeast Johnson County Chamber of

Commerce.

Christina Barth, aas ’05 and bas ’06,

Topeka, is a victim advocate for the Prairie

Advocacy Center.

David Bauer, bs ’04, Topeka, was promoted

to officer at Federal Home Loan Bank.

Troy Biladeau, ms ’03, Silver Lake, Kan., 

is defensive coordinator for the Davenport,

Iowa Quad City Steamwheelers of the Arena

Football 2 League.

Jamie Bossert, ba ’06, Lawrence, Kan.,

owns and operates Jersey Mike’s Subs.

Jill (Anderson) Burkhart, bba ’05,

Topeka, was promoted to investment, 

debt and derivatives accountant at Federal

Home Loan Bank.

Lover (McAlpin) Chancler, mcj ’03,

Topeka, is on the executive committee of the

Topeka branch of the National Association

for the Advancement of Colored People.

Matt Conwell, bsn ’06, Topeka, is a nurse

in the intensive care unit at St. Francis 

Health Center.

Robin Dixon, m ed ’04, Topeka, earned

national board certification, the highest

credential in the teaching profession. Dixon

teaches sixth grade at Jay Shideler

Elementary School.

Mark Dodge, b ed ’01, Gardner, Kan., 

was named principal of Riverview

Elementary School.

Sherri (Fernkopf) Farwell, b ed ’05,

Topeka, was one of 32 Kansans to receive a

Horizon Award, which recognizes exemplary

first-year teachers. Farwell teaches fourth

grade at Indian Creek Elementary School.

Benjamin Fisher, jd ’01, Hutchinson, Kan.,

was promoted to senior assistant district

attorney in the office of the Reno County

(Kan.) District Attorney.

Nathan Foreman, jd ’06, Liberal, Kan.,

joined the law offices of Yoxall, Antrim,

Yoxall, Fitzgerald and McCaffrey LLP as an

associate attorney.

Milton Gillespie, mcj ’03, Topeka, is

serving as chief of police in Cherryvale, Kan.

James Hockenbarger, bs ’00, Topeka, was

promoted to line supervisor with the

Shawnee County Department of Corrections.

Erin (Williams) Hoefer, ba ’03, Oswasso,

Okla., is director of public relations for

the Tulsa 66ers, an NBA Development

League team.

John Ireland, ba ’00, Topeka, is district

manager at Waddell & Reed Inc.

PROFILE:

Topeka’s entertainment magazine,

“seveneightfive,” which debuted this past

summer, is co-created by Kerrice Mapes, 

ba ’05, Topeka. In addition to this

entrepreneurial endeavor, Mapes is the

marketing director for Family Service

and Guidance Center. The goal for the

magazine is to provide a voice to the

entertainment industry, assist the readers

in finding local events to attend and

share a genuine passion for Topeka. For

more information about the magazine,

visit www.seveneightfive.com.
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Alex Judd, jd ’06, Shawnee, Kan., has

joined the law firm of Wallace, Saunders,

Austin, Brown & Enochs Chartered, where

he practices tort litigation defense.

Blaine Landis, ba ’06, Tulsa, Okla., 

received an Allyn and Bacon Research 

Award for work submitted while an

undergraduate at Washburn. Landis is a

graduate student in industrial-organizational

psychology at the University of Tulsa.

Amanda Lucero, aas ’03, Topeka, is a

design assistant at Ogden Publications. 

Matthew Miller, ba ’05, Valley Falls, Kan., 

is public information officer for the Kansas

Arts Commission.

Elizabeth Minger, bba ’04, Redondo Beach,

Calif., is an underwriter for the Automobile

Club of Southern California. 

Josh Minger, bba ’03, Redondo Beach,

Calif., is a district sales manager for

Anheuser-Busch, Beach Cities.

Michelle Moe, jd ’06, Wichita, Kan., 

has joined the law firm of Joseph &

Hollander PA.

Dara Montclare, jd ’06, Topeka, is chief

operating officer of Breakthrough House Inc.

Heidi Norton, mba ’02, Topeka, was

awarded the use of the Mary Kay pink

Cadillac.

Joleen Nuss, mba ’01, Topeka, is an officer

at the Federal Home Loan Bank.

Adam Pankratz, jd ’06, Wichita, Kan.,

joined the law firm of Martin, Pringle, Oliver,

Wallace & Bauer LLP and practices in the

area of civil litigation.

April Perry Randle, jd ’00, McDonald,

Tenn., is an associate attorney with the law

firm of Duncan & Hatcher PC.

Libby Phelps, as ’03 and bhs ‘05, Topeka,

joined the clinical staff at TherapyWorks in

Lawrence, Kan.

Katie Smith, msw ’06, Kansas City, Kan., 

is a social worker at Lansing (Kan.) High

School.

Marsha (LaRue) Smith, bba ’80 and 

bsn ’06, Carbondale, Kan., is working as 

a registered nurse in medical telemetry at 

the University of Kansas Medical Center.

Emily Stueve, bs ’04, Topeka, was one 

of 32 Kansans to receive a Horizon Award,

which recognizes exemplary first-year

teachers. Steuve teaches at Logan Junior

High School.

Selma Taylor, ba ’02, Cuyahoga Falls, 

Ohio, earned a doctor of osteopathic

medicine degree from Kansas City University

of Medicine and Biosciences and is in a

postdoctoral residency at Akron (Ohio) 

City Hospital.

Kimberly Turner, bhs ’06, Lansing, Kan., 

is a clinical research associate with United

BioSource.

David Warner, b ed ’04, Centralia, Kan.,

was one of 32 Kansans to receive a Horizon

Award, which recognizes exemplary first-year

teachers. Warner teaches fourth grade at

Seneca (Kan.) Grade School.

Larry Zimmerman, jd ’00, Topeka, is 

a partner in the law firm Valentine &

Zimmerman PA and serves as legislative

liaison for the Kansas Collection Attorneys

Association.

WEDDINGS
Jill Anderson, bsn ’06, and Matthew

Peltier, bsn ’05, Eudora, Kan., Oct. 14. 

Ashley Artzer, ba ’06, and Rob Bergquist,

Mayetta, Kan., on Sept. 16. She works at

Harrah’s Prairie Band Casino.

Joseph Baranski, bs ’02, and Meghan

Fryett, Topeka, on May 13. He is pursuing 

a doctor of osteopathy degree at Kansas City

University of Medicine and Biosciences.

Elizabeth Bercaw, bs ’06, and Ryan Miller,

Lawrence, Kan., on Aug. 5. She is a case

manager with Community Living

Opportunities.

Erica Bergen, msw ’03, and Dustin Locke,

Olathe, Kan., on July 15. She is a social

worker at Olathe Good Samaritan Center.

Todd Bertholf, jd ’06, and Darcie Nachbar,

Lenexa, Kan., on Aug. 19. He is a lease

negotiator for Embarq in Gardner, Kan.

Julie Boggs, ba ’06, and Christopher

Trimble, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., on 

Sept. 16. She works in the marketing and

communications department at Golden 

Bear International Inc.

Shannon Charbonneau, ba ’01, and

Matthew Bergmann, ba ’01 and jd ’05,

Topeka, on Nov. 4. She is the health

education coordinator for the Kansas

Department of Education, and he is an

associate attorney with Davis, Unrein,

McCallister, Biggs & Head.

Robyn Chesney, as ’00 and bsn ’05, and

Josh Gorrell, Topeka, on June 10. She

works in the neonatal intensive care unit

at Stormont-Vail HealthCare.
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Sarah Ellis, ba ’01, and Bryan Sowers,

Topeka, on July 29. She assists with media

buying and account service at FryeAllen Inc.

Sarah Goff, bsn ’04, and Andrew Steinlage,

Wamego, Kan., on Oct. 21. She is a

registered nurse at Mercy Regional Health

Center in Manhattan, Kan.

Holly Hartnett, bhs ’05, and Jarod

Haselhorst, Salina, Kan., on Oct. 14. She 

is a radiation therapist.

Candi Hoffman, ba ’06, and Chad Nigh,

ba ’06, Overland Park, Kan., on May 27. She

is studying at the University of Kansas

School of Medicine, and he works for Sprint.

Haley Holloman, b music ’05, and Ronald

Murphy, ba ’04, Topeka, on July 22. She

teaches music at Meadows Elementary

School, and he is an admissions counselor 

at Washburn.

Lacey Land, ba ’04, and Chad Gerhardt,

Topeka, on Dec. 17, 2005. She is an

organization development support 

associate at Payless ShoeSource.

Barbara Larkin, bsn ’03, and Jacob

Wassenberg, Mahattan, Kan., on Aug. 19. 

She works in the neonatal intensive care 

unit at Stormont-Vail HealthCare.

Shannon Lines, bs ’04, and Travis DeVader,

Wichita, Kan., on June 3. She is an applied

epidemiology fellow with the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention and the

Council of State and Territorial

Epidemiologists.

Gwendolyn Meinecke, ba ’06, and 

Wesley Hovorka, Silver Spring, Md., on 

May 20. She is pursuing a graduate degree 

in neuroscience from Uniformed Services

University of the Health Sciences at the

National Naval Medical Center in 

Bethesda, Md.

Amy Sandefur, b ed ’04, and Justin Friesen,

Salina, Kan., on June 3. She is a tobacco

prevention program coordinator with 

Central Kansas Foundation.

Jordan Slusser, bba ’04, and Rachel Bacon,

Lawrence, Kan., on Aug. 5. He is an assistant

manager at Sherwin-Williams in Mission, Kan.

Beth Strathman, as ’04, and Alan Niehues,

Topeka, on June 17. She is pursuing a

bachelor’s degree in nursing at Washburn.

BIRTH
Vinecia (Krien) Haugsness, ba ’01, and

Christopher Haugsness, ba ’02, Topeka, 

a girl, Cadee Adaline, on Dec. 5. She joins 

a sister, Zoey Rae, 3.

IN MEMORY

’30s

M. Virginia Armstrong, ba ’31, 97,

Hutchinson, Kan., on Nov. 23. She taught 

at Hutchinson High School and belonged 

to Trinity United Methodist Church. At

Washburn, she joined French Club, the

YWCA and Beta Sigma Omicron sorority.

Alice (Scott) Blake, bs ’33, 95, Topeka, 

on Dec. 9. She volunteered at Washburn’s

International Center in the English for the

Foreign Born program and was a lifetime

member of the Washburn Alumni Association.

As a student, she joined Delta Gamma

sorority. Memorials may be sent to 

Washburn University.

Louis Cohen, bs ’35, 92, Topeka, on 

Dec. 12. An Army World War II veteran, 

he practiced internal medicine for 50 years,

was one of the founders of the Topeka

Medical Center and served as chief of the

medical staff at Stormont-Vail HealthCare.

Clair Hyter, jd ’39, 94, Hutchison, Kan., 

on Nov. 9. He practiced law, served as

president of the Central Plains Insurance Co.

and was a consultant for Town and County

Insurance Co. At Washburn, he joined Delta

Theta Phi law fraternity.

Earl Kirk, jd ’36, 93, Sanibel, Fla., on 

Sept. 29. A World War II Navy veteran, 

he was a car dealer and businessman in

Hutchinson, Kan., and a lifetime member 

of the Washburn Alumni Association.

Eleanor (Collinson) Langsdorf, ba ’38, 90,

Des Moines, Iowa, on Oct. 31. She was a

member of Westminster Presbyterian Church,

PEO and volunteered for Meals on Wheels.

At Washburn, she joined YWCA, French Club

and Kappa Alpha Theta sorority.

Ruth Montgomery-Short, bs ’32, 96,

Wichita, Kan., on Dec. 17. She practiced 

as an ear, nose and throat physician for 35

years at the Hertzler Clinic in Halstead, Kan.

At Washburn, she joined Women’s Athletic

Association, Student Council and YWCA.

’40s

Lyman Friedman, ba ’41 and jd ’43, 88,

Charleston, W. Va., on Dec. 12. He was 

of counsel in the law firm of Williams &

Connolly.

Fred Officer, ba ’48, 87, McPherson, Kan.,

on Oct. 15. He taught in McPherson USD

418 and served as an adjunct professor at

Emporia State University. He also owned 

and operated Wolf’s Plumbing.

Betty (Hoehner) Stark, ba ’42, 86, Topeka,

on Dec. 14. She retired as supervisor of the

Topeka USD 501 payroll department. At

Washburn, she was in Nonoso, Who’s Who

Among Students in American Universities

and Colleges and joined Zeta Tau Alpha

sorority.
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Charles Tharp, bs ’47, 81, Topeka, on 

Jan. 6. He was a bacteriologist for the State

of Kansas and served at Washburn as

director of the Memorial Union and

personnel director.

’50s

Beverly (McKinley) Bloomburg, ba ’50,

79, Des Moines, Iowa, on Nov. 17. She

retired from teaching at Hubbell Elementary

School. At Washburn, she served as president

of Benton Hall and joined Women’s Council

and the Modern Dance Club.

Duane Bolze, ba ’51 and jd ’56, 75,

Phoenix, on Dec. 9. A Marine Korean War

veteran, he had a solo law practice. At

Washburn, he joined Young Republicans,

Washburn Bar Association, Alpha Delta

fraternity and Delta Theta Phi law fraternity.

Marilyn (Chamberlain) Fellers, ba ’53, 81,

Pensacola, Fla., on Dec. 10. She was a

homemaker. At Washburn, she joined the

Home Economics Club. Her husband, 

Dilver Fellers, jd ’51, survives.

Galen Geiser, bba ’50, 79, Topeka, Dec. 14. 

He was an administrator in a number of

Veterans Administration hospitals, retiring 

as assistant director of the VA hospital 

in Topeka.

Jack Gies, ba ’50, 80, Tecumseh, Kan., 

on Nov. 28. An Army World War II veteran,

he taught 39 years, serving as principal 

at Topeka’s Hudson and Quinton Heights

elementary schools. He was a member of 

the Ichabod Club and played football 

at Washburn.

Berneta (Owen) Hilbert, ba ’54, 74, 

Irmo, S.C., on Nov. 24. She retired from 

the South Carolina Department of Social

Services, Vocational Rehabilitation. At

Washburn, she was named to Nonoso and

Who’s Who Among Students in American

Universities and Colleges.

James James, ba ’51 and jd ’53, 80,

Topeka, on Nov. 14. He served as clerk 

of the Kansas Supreme Court, was judicial

administrator of the Kansas courts and

worked for the National Center for State

Courts. His wife, Roberta (Knoll) James, 

ba ’50, survives.

A. Dean McQueen, bba ’58, 77, Lee’s

Summit, Mo., on Dec. 28. An Air Force

veteran, he retired as manager of Royal

Chrysler in Harrisonville, Mo., and was 

a member of the Washburn Alumni

Association. Memorials may be sent to

Washburn Alumni Association.

Warner Moore, jd ’50, 85, Andover, Kan.,

on Sept. 17. He had a solo law practice and

served as Sedgwick County (Kan.) attorney

and Democratic chairman in Sedgwick

County. At Washburn, he joined Delta Theta

Phi law fraternity.

Herbert Rohleder, ba ’58 and jd ’59, 75,

Wichita, Kan., on Dec. 14. An Air Force

Korean War veteran, he served from 1981

to 1995 as an administrative judge for the 

20th Judicial District. At Washburn, he 

joined Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity.

James Rupert, ba ’51 and bba ’51, 83,

Topeka, on Jan. 15. An Air Force veteran, he

was an area manager for the Goodyear Tire

and Rubber Co. for 37 years. At Washburn,

he played football and joined Phi Delta

Theta fraternity.

Suzanne (Peters) Schrock, ba ’53, 74,

Olathe, Kan., on March 25, 2006. She was 

an audiologist for the Shawnee Mission

(Kan.) school district for more than 25 years.

At Washburn, she joined International

Relations and Delta Gamma sorority.

Connie Skinner, ba ’54, 75, Topeka, 

on Nov. 26. An Army veteran, he served 

36 years as an educator in Topeka public

schools and was principal of Quincy

Elementary School, Topeka West High 

School and Jardine Junior High School.

Robert Trusdale, bba ’52, 79, Topeka, 

on Oct. 31. He served 35 years at

Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., was a

member of the Presbyterian Church and a

lifetime member of the Washburn Alumni

Association. Memorials may be sent to the

Washburn University Endowment Fund. His

wife, Monna (Hutchison) Trusdale, ba ’49 

and ms ’71, survives.

’60s

Priscilla (Dotson) Blush, b music ’62,

66, Corona, Calif., on Dec. 11. She served 

as a secretary at the district office of 

Corona-Norco USD. At Washburn, she was 

in choir and symphonette and served as

president of Sigma Alpha Iota music

fraternity. Her husband, Kenneth Blush, 

bs ’63, survives.

Janice (Shoaf) Carter, b ed ’68, 61,

Topeka, on Dec. 27. She taught 19 years 

at Gage Elementary School and then was a

paraprofessional at Washburn Rural High

School.

Margaret (Brooks) Coates, m ed ’69, 90,

Kansas City, Kan., on Dec. 14. She served

abroad with the Red Cross during World 

War II and taught English, French and 

Latin in Topeka public schools.
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IN MEMORY

Stanley

Stauffer,

honorary

doctorate ’01,

86, Topeka, on

Sept. 11. He

was a friend

and benefactor

of Washburn

throughout his

life, serving

since 1982 as a trustee of the Washburn

Endowment Association. He also served

many years on the Campus Beautification

Committee and chaired the Trees for 

the Millennium subcommittee, which

spearheaded the effort to replace 600

trees lost during the 1966 tornado. With

his wife, Madeline (Sargent) Stauffer,

who survives, he belonged to

Washburn’s Lincoln Society and made

the first major private donation to the

Living Learning Center, which now

includes the Stauffer Commons dining

area. He helped to fund the Oscar S.

Stauffer Executive in Residence Program,

named in honor of his father, and

established the Stan Stauffer-Yellow

Freight Scholarship Fund in the School

of Business. He also provided financial

support to many other areas of the

campus, including the Bradbury

Thompson Alumni Center, Ichabod

Club, Annual Giving Campaign and

the Bennett Computer Center.

He was an Army Air Force World 

War II veteran and the former board

chairman and president of Stauffer

Communications Inc., which owned and

operated newspapers and television and

radio stations in 15 states. He served

on committees and boards for both

professional and community organizations,

including the Metropolitan Topeka

Airport Authority, Topeka YMCA, Grace

Episcopal Cathedral, William Allen

White Foundation, Midwest Research

Institute, Menninger Foundation and

the Kansas Business Hall of Fame.

Memorials may be sent to the

Washburn Endowment Association.

F. Clayton Cox, ba ’66, 69, Sun City, Ariz., 

on Nov. 21. An Army veteran, he owned 

a construction company.

Jayne (Knight) Frost, ba ’65, 84, Topeka,

on Dec. 4. She served in the Women’s Army

Corps during World War II and was a social

worker for the Services for the Blind in the

Kansas Department of Social and

Rehabilitation Services. 

James Hervey, jd ’60, 72, Caddo, Okla., 

on Jan. 11. He was a special agent for the

FBI and then served as general security

manager for Southwestern Bell. At

Washburn, he joined Delta Theta Phi 

legal fraternity.

Jack Hill, ba ’65, 69, Berkeley, Calif., on

Dec. 25. He worked in the industrial pump

business and was a licensed contractor. 

At Washburn, he was a cheerleader and 

a member of the track team. His wife, 

Mary (Alderson) Hill, ba ’60, survives.

James Howard, bba ’68, 62, Olathe, Kan.,

on Dec. 21. He served in the Army Reserves

and worked in the telecommunications

industry. At Washburn, he joined Collegiate

Young Republicans and Phi Delta Theta

fraternity.

John Isaac, ba ’67, 66, Mason, Mich., 

on Sept. 28. He retired as vice president 

for underwriting at Jackson National Life

Insurance Co.

Pauline (Johnson) Jensen, ba ’68 and 

m ed ’75, 83, Holton, Kan., on Nov. 24. 

She taught English for 17 years at Holton

High School and was a member of PEO 

and Evangel United Methodist Church.

Francis “Hank” Lemberger, bba ’63, 80,

Overbrook, Kan., on Oct. 22. He was a

farmer and stockman, served 32 years as an

agent for Patrons Mutual Insurance and 

was on the boards of the Farm Home

Administration and Elk Township.

’70s

Robert Harrison, aa ’79, 62, Tecumseh,

Kan., on Jan. 10. An Army National Guard

Vietnam veteran, he worked at Cessna

Aircraft and then was a correctional officer

for the State of Kansas. 

Gary Jenkins, bba ’72, 66, Topeka, on 

Nov. 20. He worked more than 30 years 

for Contech Construction Products and was 

a lifetime member of the Washburn Alumni

Association.

Christine Rettig-O’Neill, bs ’77, 52,

Topeka, on Dec. 26. She earned a master’s

degree in social work from the University 

of Kansas and was a member of St. John’s

Lutheran Church.

Dwayne Schulke, ba ’70 and jd ’73, 58,

Dallas, on Nov. 28. He was an attorney for

title companies in Wichita, Kan., and Dallas.

At Washburn, he was on the debate team

and joined Independent Students Association

and Collegiate Republicans.

Doris (Riggin) Talmage, b ed ’77, 78,

Topeka, on Nov. 20. She taught in Topeka

public schools and volunteered at Stormont-

Vail HealthCare and an elementary school.

Her husband, Dale Talmage, bba ’48,

survives.

Merribel (Wahl) Taylor, b ed ’71, 87,

Westmoreland, Kan., on Dec. 9. She taught

25 years in the Pottawatomie County 

(Kan.) area.

Susan (Kennedy) Wright, bs ’72, 56,

Topeka, on Oct. 23. She worked as a

medical technologist in Topeka hospitals 

and was a member of the Junior League 

and First Congregational Church. At

Washburn, she joined Delta Gamma 

sorority. Memorials may be made to

Washburn University general scholarship

fund. Her husband, Doug Wright, ba ’70

and jd ’73, survives.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
Remembering loved ones through

memorial or honorary gifts to Washburn

University leaves a unique legacy in their 

names while enriching the lives of students 

at the university. A gift to Washburn honors

individuals in keeping with your wishes 

and unites their memory with the lives 

of so many others.

Please visit http://www.wea.org/

GivingTributesMemorials/Index.htm for 

more information on how to create a 

memorial or honorary gift.

’80s

Mildred (Bugg) Banks, ba ’82, 67, Topeka,

on Dec. 6. She retired from the Kansas

Neurological Institute after 38 years of

service. 

Teri Ghio, bs ’88, 42, Topeka, on Dec. 9.

She was a unit team manager at the Topeka

Correctional Facility, served on the Topeka

Women’s Bowling Association board and

coached youth bowling.

Michael Mlinar, jd ’85, 53, Greeley, Colo., 

on Dec. 21. 

Shari (Moore) Perry Payne, b ed ’87 and

m ed ’96, 51, Meriden, Kan., on Dec. 7. She

was principal of Stout Elementary School and

a reading specialist for Topeka USD 501. 

Mary Louise (Petrie) Unrein, b ed ’84, 79,

Mayetta, Kan., on Nov. 26. She taught sixth

grade at Hoyt Elementary School, served on

the Kanza Mental Health Center board of

directors, was a bus driver for USD 357 and 

a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. 

’90s

Garret Andreae, aa ’90 and bba ’91, 58,

Alma, Kan., on Nov. 20. A Vietnam War

veteran, he retired from the Navy in 1993 

at the rank of chief petty officer and then

worked as an engine technician for

Worthington-McGraw-Edison.

Bricie (Reichardt) Cole, aa ’90, 42,

Burlingame, Kan., on Dec. 12. 

John Dwyer, jd ’92, 42, Wichita, Kan., on

Dec. 6. He practiced law for several years

and then worked in pharmaceutical sales. 

At Washburn, he was active in Moot Court

Council.

Jana Larsen Peters, bsn ’95, 35, 

San Francisco, on Dec. 9. She worked 

in clinical operations development at

Genentech Inc., founded Ribbons of Pink

Foundation and co-authored “Nordie’s at

Noon: The Personal Stories of Four Women

‘Too Young’ for Breast Cancer.” Washburn

honored her in 2006 as an Alumni Fellow.

’00s

Justin Fujibayashi, bfa ’06, 25, Valley Falls,

Kan., on Dec. 7. 

Ollie (Keeling) Stewart, ba ’00, 55,

Topeka, on Jan. 4. She taught music at

Western Bible College and served on the

music ministry at Antioch Missionary 

Baptist Church. At Washburn, she joined 

Mu Alpha Pi and Sigma Alpha Iota honorary

music societies.

FRIENDS

Elmer Essman, attendee ’60, 64, Berryton,

Kan., on Dec. 10. Memorials may be sent 

to the Washburn University department of

music.

Mark Morris, 72, Topeka, on Jan. 14. A

doctor of veterinary medicine, he developed

the Science Diet line of pet food products.

He served on the Washburn Board of

Regents from 1979 to 1982.

Sheldon “Ned” Nuss, attendee ’63, 61,

Farmington Hills, Mich., on Oct. 15. He 

was an engineer at Ford Motor Co.

Jack Pooker, 68, Columbia, Mo., on 

Dec. 14. He taught history for 11 years 

at Washburn, from 1966 to 1975. 

Elizabeth (Powell) Hastings Saylor, 90,

Topeka, on Dec. 17. She taught music as an

adjunct at Washburn from 1964 to 1965 and

was a member of the Friends of the Mulvane

Art Museum.

Ethel (Adams) Schweitzer, 86, Topeka,

on Dec. 24. She was a secretary at the

Washburn physical plant from 1966 to 1985.

Ruth (Parry) Alexander Stewart, 

attendee ’34, 89, Phoenix, on Nov. 2. 

As a student, she was initiated into Nonoso

and joined Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. 

She served on the Washburn Alumni

Association board of directors and was 

a member of the Whiting Society.

Ernestine (Alexander) Sumey, attendee

’33, 93, Casper, Wyo., on Oct. 9. She was 

a lifetime member of the Washburn Alumni

Association. As a student, she was a member

of the orchestra and joined Zeta Tau Alpha

sorority.

Walter Van Vleck, 93, Topeka, on Jan. 14. 

A World War II Navy veteran, he was a

businessman and a member of Westminster

Presbyterian Church. With his wife, Margaret

(Hensley) Van Vleck, who survives, he was

a member of the Whiting Society. 

Carol (Kennedy) Zacharias, attendee ’90,

73, Topeka, on Dec. 3. She served as a

volunteer for the Mulvane Art Museum

Women’s Board. Memorials may be sent to

the Friends of the Mulvane Art Museum.



Name

Guests

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Enclosed is my check for $ payable to Washburn Alumni Association.

or credit card 

Expiration            /                    Name on card

Reservations requested two days prior to event. Mail payment with form to Washburn Alumni Association,
1700 SW College, Topeka, Kan. 66621. Questions? Phone (785) 670-1641, visit www.washburn.edu/alumni
or e-mail wualumni@washburn.edu.

ALUMNI WEEKEND RESERVATIONS:

Alumni Weekend 2007
WEDNESDAY, April 18
6 p.m. Sagamore calling and dinner, Kansas 

and Vogel rooms, Memorial Union

THURSDAY, April 19
7:30 a.m. Wake Up With Washburn, 

Bruce R. Wiley, “Out Standing in 
His Field,” Bradbury Thompson
Alumni Center

3 p.m. Lady Blues softball vs. Northwest
Missouri State University, softball
complex

7:30 p.m. Percussion Studio Recital, White 
Concert Hall, Garvey Fine Arts Center

8 p.m. Crane Observatory open house, 
Stoffer Science Hall

FRIDAY, April 20
10 a.m. Sigma Phi Epsilon Golf Tournament,

Contact: Chris Howe (785) 215-3443
11:30 a.m. Retiring Faculty Recognition

Luncheon, Bradbury Thompson
Alumni Center

noon - 5 p.m. Washburn Art Student Exhibition, 
“Embracing the Creative Spirit: Works
by Self-taught Artists,” Mulvance Art
Museum

1 p.m. Apeiron, Memorial Union
5 p.m. After Hours, Bradbury Thompson 

Alumni Center
7 p.m. Alpha Delta Founders Day Dinner; 

7 p.m., social hour; 8 p.m., dinner;
Topeka Country Club, Contact: 
John Minnick (785) 272-4200

SATURDAY, April 21
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Into the Streets, a Day of Service,

meet in Living Learning Center lobby
8:30 a.m. Nonoso breakfast and initiation, 

Kansas Room, Memorial Union
10 a.m. Sigma Phi Epsilon Annual Gregory K.

Hawkins Memorial Softball
Tournament/Alumni Weekend Golf
Tournament, Gage Park Diamond #1,
Contact: Chris Howe (785) 215-3443

1 - 4 p.m. Washburn Art Student Exhibition 
“Embracing the Creative Spirit: Works
by Self-taught Artists,” Mulvane Art
Museum

6 p.m. Alumni Awards and Recognition
Dinner, 6 p.m., cocktail reception; 
7 p.m., dinner, Washburn Room,
Memorial Union

Events in bold sponsored by 
Washburn Alumni Association

REGISTRATION
FOR:

alumni association events during

ALUMNI WEEKEND
THURSDAY, April 19
7:30 a.m. Wake Up With Washburn,

Bruce R. Wiley, “Out Standing 
in His Field,” Bradbury 
Thompson Alumni Center
� $11 Members

� $13 non-members

FRIDAY, April 20
11:30 a.m. Washburn Alumni 

Association Retiring Faculty 
Recognition Luncheon,
Bradbury Thompson
Alumni Center 
� $12 members

� $14 non-members

5 p.m. Alumni After Hours, 
Bradbury Thompson Alumni 
Center. No charge.

SATURDAY, April 21
8:30 a.m. Nonoso breakfast and 

initiation, Kansas Room, 
Memorial Union
� $11 per person

6 p.m. Alumni Awards and 
Recognition Dinner;
6 p.m. cocktail reception; 
7 p.m., dinner; Washburn 
Room, Memorial Union
� $19 members

� $22 non-members
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