
Traveling ichabods
CRUISIN' TO MEXICO (CONT.)
others who made the trip were Thomas addair, Jodi 
gibbons bolivar, eileen caspers, glenn caspers, ben 
coats, Judith coats, ronald Fields, adrian gudenkauf, 
Kristen harth, amanda hughes, amber Joubran, 
Jennifer Kindler, Josh Kindler, cristine Millard, robin 
Moser, amy Penny, angela Perry, ryan Perry, Jane 
stewart, Michael stewart, Tom Tobolski, gabriela vega 
and holly Woodbury.

MONTE CaRlO, ST. TROpEz, MaRSEIllE, 
pORTOfINO, lIvORNO, SORRENTO, aMalfI aNd 
ROME: OCT. 10-18, 2013
discover the upscale pearls of the Mediterranean 
aboard oceania cruises’ newest vessel, the elegant 
Riviera. We’ll set sail from Monte carlo to explore 
Provence from Marseille, experience the French riviera 
in st. Tropez and take in italian art and natural beauty 
in Portofino, livorno, sorrento and amalfi. The cruise 
line will offer excursions to Florence, Pisa, Positano, 
avignon, lucca, siena, san gimignano, Pompeii and 
other cities. Pricing begins at $3,699 per person 
double occupancy. visit washburn.edu/alumni for 
detailed information.

ONlINE
read more about our trips on our travel page at 
washburn.edu/alumni
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CRUISIN’ TO MEXICO
From left, Javier gonzalez, John haverty, carrie haverty, 
scott Moser, amber Traphagan and John Ybarra were 
among 29 people who traveled to belize city and cozumel 
from nov. 24 to nov. 29.
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study habits are taught in 
Washburn’s First Year experience 

courses, which will become a 
requirement for many incoming 

students during the fall 2013 
semester. read more about  

FYe on page 25.
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Washburn University continues to lead in the state as an outstanding teaching institution serving 
undergraduate and selected graduate students from Kansas, surrounding states and throughout the world.
 As a municipal university, revenue funds to accomplish our mission are obtained through tuition 
and fees, the Kansas State Operating Grant and Shawnee County local sales tax. Of these three, 
tuition and fees represent 58 percent of our total revenue. 
 Nationally, a significant change in policy is under way to shift higher education from being a 
public good to a private responsibility, evidenced by reductions in state support resulting in higher 
tuition costs for public universities.
 Over the past 10 years, tuition costs at Kansas public universities have increased between 82 percent  
and 155 percent, with Washburn’s increase of 87 percent ranking as the second lowest. This increase is 
more than 20 percent lower than the average 10-year increase of 111 percent for public four-year colleges 
and universities nationally.
 We appreciate the economic impact of this shift on students, their parents and families. We 
balance this concern with the need to maintain a high-quality educational experience. Our modest 
increases each year have allowed us to provide, in five of the past 10 years, small salary increases for 
our faculty and staff to maintain competitiveness.
 As a result of ongoing reductions in state aid, we have reduced positions and decreased course 
sections, while still maintaining small class sizes – a hallmark of a Washburn education.
 While universities have experienced funding reductions and increased tuition and fees, state and 
federal grants for student financial aid have not kept pace. As a result, the amount of student debt 
has dramatically increased.
 At Washburn, we are proud to say that our baccalaureate graduates have less debt at degree completion 
($18,000) than, on average, graduates of other Kansas schools ($23,000) or graduates nationally ($27,000).
 The primary reason for this difference is the amount of scholarship support provided by the 
Washburn University Foundation. Last year, students received $7.4 million in institutional scholarships.
 We continue to position ourselves for a strong financial future. We have controlled operational 
costs, implemented an energy conservation and improvement program, maintained our physical 
plant and facilities, and created a self-funded health insurance plan.
 As the trend to privatize higher education continues, we are hesitant to reduce costs further. 
Future reductions will result in fewer courses taught with less faculty. Class size would increase and 
the special Washburn experience where faculty know students’ names will be lost.
 Our future strategy will include small tuition increases and strengthening economic development 
of Shawnee County to enhance sales tax revenue. The next few years will be critical to clarify our 
financial strategies so that we continue our positive history to persevere and prosper.

 FROM THE 
 PRESIDENT
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The living learning center serves as a hub for Washburn  
students, who can study and network in the facility.  
The building is connected to the Memorial Union.



Dakota State’s Adam Vinatieri and Adam 
Timmerman played for New England 
and St. Louis, respectively.
     “That says a lot about him (Washburn 
coach Craig Schurig) and the coaching 
staff and the way they recruit,” Wilhoite 
said. “The coaches at Washburn just 
put out a great vibe. They’re honest, and 
you knew you were going to get better. 
I didn’t want to be anywhere else in 
college.”
     Added Williams, “They (Washburn) 
took me in, and I’ll never forget that. I’ll 
always love Washburn for that. What I 
learned at Washburn, composure and 
poise, has carried over.”
     Both players have traveled a long road 
to the NFL, working their way up from 
the practice squad. Williams spent two 
years on that unit in Tennessee before 
signing with the Ravens midway through 
the 2009 season. Wilhoite signed with the 
49ers’ practice squad in December 2011 

and spent most of 2012 in that role before 
being activated to the 53-man roster in 
November.
      “All you can do is keep working, 
because nothing is guaranteed in life, 
especially in the NFL,” Wilhoite said. “You 
can be cut at any minute, so you have to be 
prepared to work as hard as you can. When 
I found out I was going to be on the roster, I 
was like a little kid at Christmas.”
      Wilhoite made the most of his 
opportunity, registering seven tackles on 
special teams while taking a few snaps at 
linebacker in five games. His determination 
resulted in an honor not often bestowed 
upon inexperienced players when he was 
named special teams captain for San 
Francisco’s game against Atlanta in the 
NFC Championship.
 “You talk about the concept of a 
meritocracy on a football team and that’s 
your shining star, that’s your shining light, 
one of them, Michael Wilhoite,” said San 
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WUPER  
PERFORMANCE
Former Ichabods shine, square off in Super Bowl XLVII  
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

The past 18 months have been a whirlwind for Michael Wilhoite, ba ’10,  
Topeka. The former Washburn football star has gone from free agency, 

to the practice squad, to serving as a special teams captain in the NFL.

hard work and determination resulted in a super bowl appearance for former Washburn star Michael Wilhoite, who 
worked his way up from the practice squad to san Francisco’s active roster. Wilhoite (57) was the 49ers’ special teams 
captain for the nFc championship game. Photo courtesy of San Francisco 49ers

Life in the fast lane lasted well into February, a few weeks 
after Wilhoite took the field in Super Bowl XLVII on Feb. 3  
as a reserve linebacker and member of San Francisco’s 
special teams unit.
 “More than anything, I was and am thankful for the 
opportunity I had and have,” said Wilhoite, whose team 
lost a 34-31 thriller to Baltimore at the Superdome in New 
Orleans. “To have so many people watching – family, 
friends, people from Washburn – it was a good feeling.
 “I felt like I had to play well, play hard, in a classy 

manner, a manner that would represent the school.”
 Wilhoite was one of two former Ichabods who played 
in the game. Former All-American Cary Williams, who 
attended the university from 2007 to 2009, started at 
cornerback for the Ravens.
 A Division II school having two players in a Super Bowl is 
a rarity. When Wilhoite and Williams suited up, Washburn 
became the first non-FBS (Football Bowl Subdivision) and 
non-FCS (Football Championship Subdivision) school 
to have two players in the game since 2002, when South 

FroM 
The 
noTePad
“super bowl week was a 
great experience. i didn’t 
get to meet beyonce, but i 
did meet Michael strahan 
(former new York giants all-
Pro) and anthony anderson 
(comedian). it was something 
to be taking part in all of the 
super bowl activities, and 
i ate at some of the best 
restaurants in the world.”  

                 – Michael Wilhoite

WilliaMs’ gaMble PaYs big
as if winning the super bowl wasn’t enough, former ichabod all-american cary 
Williams was one of the bigger storylines in the offseason. Williams, who climbed from 
the practice squad to elite defensive back in three years, was one of the largest fish in 
the free agency pool.
 “i know these opportunities only come so often for certain people and luckily for me, 
it’s come this way,” Williams told the baltimore sun.
 To arrive at the opportunity, the 28-year-old cornerback had to take a risk. before the 
season, he rejected a three-year, $15-million contract from the ravens. after a year in which 
he registered 75 tackles and four interceptions, he cashed in for more guaranteed money.
 on March 14, Williams, who started every game for baltimore in 2011 and 2012, 
signed a three-year deal for $17 million, including $10 million in guarantees, with the 
Philadelphia eagles.
 “i just want to thank the ravens for the opportunity and ravens nation for all the love and 
support,” Williams said on Twitter. “baltimore will always have a special place in my heart!”
 in an interview with The ichabod, he credited Washburn for much of his success.
 “i’d say i have a love affair with Washburn, for what that school did for me,”he said. 
“i’ve always been a hard worker, always tried to do more than what the average player 
would. but what i learned at Washburn, from guys like coach (craig) schurig, is how 
to compete with composure, how to remain poised. That has been big in the nFl. My 
time there was a blessing.”

Former Washburn all-american 
cary Williams has emerged as 
one of the top defensive backs 
in the nFl. less than five years 
after leaving campus, Williams 
won a super bowl with the 
ravens on Feb. 3. Photo courtesy 

of Baltimore Ravens
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Coco, a longtime educator and administrator, possesses 
a contagious will-do attitude, said Gillian Gabelmann, 
associate dean for instruction.
 “Our vision is to be the best of the best, and Clark 
has done a wonderful job of bringing us together to share 
that vision,” she said. “It’s a fun place to work, and we’re 
undergoing a transformation.”
 That transformation entails several changes, including 
cosmetic. Located at 5724 SW Huntoon St. in Topeka, the 
facility has undergone a facelift, including fresh paint and grass.
 “The little things go a long way,” Coco said. “It’s a little 
thing like making sure the Washburn Tech sign in front of 
the building is straight. It wasn’t. You have to do things that 
demonstrate you have pride in what you do here. Our attitude 
is we’re proud to work at ‘The Tech,’ as we like to call it.”

VALUE: ‘PRICELESS’
One of many reasons for Tech faculty, staff and students to 
be proud is the institution’s role in the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance Community College and Career Training 
(TRAC-7) consortium.
 The program, which includes Tech and fellow Kansas 
schools Salina Area Technical College, Flint Hills Technical 
College, Garden City Community College, Dodge City 
Community College, Cloud County Community College 
and Highland Community College, trains skilled workers 
thanks in part to a $19.6 million U.S. Department of Labor 
grant awarded in 2011.
 “The programs we offer through TRAC-7 are life-
changing, they’re priceless,” Coco said. “A student walks in the 
door not knowing exactly what this is about, and by the time 

Michael Wilhoite

cary Williams

Francisco coach Jim Harbaugh. “Players knew that, evidenced by the way he plays and 
produces in practice and in games. That was a popular announcement, announcing 
Michael Wilhoite as the special teams captain.”
 Wilhoite might have been the most popular man in Topeka when he returned 
to town a week after the Super Bowl. His schedule included visiting family and 
friends, a day at alma mater Highland Park High School and signing autographs 
at a basketball game.
 “It’s been crazy, everybody wants to see me,” he said. “It’s tough to tell people 
‘No.’ In due time, I’ll get to everybody as soon as I can.”
 His “break” didn’t last long. A few weeks after the Super Bowl, Wilhoite was 
back in the gym preparing for the 2013 season.
 “I have the same contract next year, and I’ll be in the same role,” Wilhoite said. 
“As good as our defense is, and playing behind a couple of great linebackers, I don’t 
think I’ll play a lot on defense. So I’ve got to keep playing well on special teams 
and doing what they need me to do. Every day is a tryout or evaluation in the 
NFL. You’ve got to approach it like that.”

ABOUT THE GAME 
Super Bowl XLVII was one of the most competitive ever played. Baltimore 
built a big lead behind quarterback Joe Flacco, surging ahead 28-6 early 
in the second half. But San Francisco rallied after a power outage in the 
Superdome behind its defense and quarterback Colin Kaepernick.
 The 49ers had a chance to tie in the fourth quarter after Kaepernick’s 15-yard 
run, but the two-point conversion attempt failed, leaving the score at 31-29.
 Trailing 34-29 late in the game, San Francisco drove deep into Baltimore 
territory before the Ravens came up with a stop on fourth-and-goal from the 
5-yard line with 1:46 remaining. Baltimore intentionally took a safety in the 
waning seconds to complete the scoring. 

WiTh The  
big boYs
With two players in the super bowl, 
Washburn had more than the following 
college football powers:

notre dame
Florida state
louisiana state
Michigan

nebraska
Penn state
Texas a&M

More 
online
read more about cary 
Williams and Michael 
Wilhoite on the alumni 
association website. 
log onto washburn.
edu/alumni-
association and click 
on noteworthy alumni, 
then WUper bowl for 
stories and links about 
both players.

CHANGING LIVES 
AT ‘THE TECH’
AST program example of new attitude, upgrades at Washburn Tech  
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

The advanced systems Technology (asT) program at Washburn institute of Technology teaches students a number of 
skills ranging from welding to robotics. The state-of-the-art asT facility opened in fall 2012 at Topeka regional airport 
(formerly Forbes Field).

The Tech.” Those two words ooze enthusiasm and pride when spoken 
by Clark Coco, who took over as dean of Washburn Institute of 

Technology in 2012.

“
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they leave, they’re fully trained, ready to hit the floor in many 
different career sets.
 “An education is yours forever. You earned it, and what you 
choose to do with it is yours. Those are very powerful things.”

ABOUT ADVANCED SYSTEMS 
TECHNOLOGY
The TRAC-7 grant, along with Topeka’s business community, 
is the driving force for Washburn Tech’s Advanced Systems 
Technology (AST) program housed in a new facility at 
Topeka Regional Airport (formerly Forbes Field) located at the 
south end of Topeka.
 The AST program trains students to troubleshoot, repair 
and maintain industrial machinery and equipment, according 
to Tech’s website (washburntech.edu).
 “What we’ve done with TRAC-7 and our facility out at 
Forbes is incredible,” said Jerry Farley, president, Washburn 
University. “A lot of faculty worked on getting the Advanced 
Systems Technology program up and going. Things are going 
along swimmingly at Washburn Tech. We’re making progress, 
and that’s a credit to Dr. Pembrook (Randy Pembrook, vice 
president, academic affairs), Clark and the faculty and staff.”
 The AST training facility features state-of-the-art 
equipment utilized to teach students a plethora of skills, 
including electricity, welding, mechanical systems, process 
control, robotics and much more.

 Armed with a 48-credit certificate, students often gain 
employment shortly after completing the program. According 
to Tech’s statistics, the job placement rate is 86 percent.
 “What I didn’t have going into Tech, I got there,” said Ben 
Jackson, who earned a certificate in the AST program. “Every 
aspect of the program was so different, so intertwined. I loved 
the program and got a lot out of the curriculum. I had job 
offers as soon as I moved back to Colorado Springs.”

HELPING THE COMMUNITY
The TRAC-7 grant and AST programs weren’t just boons for 
Tech. Topeka and businesses benefit, as well, including Mars 
Chocolate North America. The company is building a facility 
at the Kanza Fire Commerce Park south of Topeka, and Tech 
will train much of the workforce.
 “Washburn has always been a valuable resource and is 
focusing its direction in areas that are directly involved in our 
future economic growth,” said Doug Kinsinger, president, 
Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce. “Mars compared 
Topeka to more than 80 communities when it was looking for 
a place to build the plant. Having a place where workers can 
be trained and educated was one of the factors. It’s appealing 
to Mars and other manufacturers to have that available.”
 “Employers are looking for a trained workforce; that’s how we 
bring additional employers to the state,” Coco added. “Our goal 
is to train the best of the best. Then you attract the best.” 

dean clark coco and the faculty and staff 
at Washburn Tech welcomed 2013 with a 
new Year’s party. coco’s can-do approach 
and energy are contagious, said gillian 
gabelmann, associate dean for instruction.

aboUT The neW dean
before working at Washburn institute of Technology, clark coco 
was the president of north central Kansas Technical college. he is 
a longtime educator and administrator who coached basketball and 
served as superintendent of schools at Waconda Unified school 
district 272 based in cawker city, Kan.
 “This job has been a blast, and i can’t think of doing anything 
more fun and more impactful,” he said. “Technical institutions 
change lifestyles. For the longest time, Tech was the lesser of the 
choices in life. i believe over the last eight years that has changed 
dramatically.”

FroM The noTePad
“This relationship with Washburn is so unique. nobody in the 
Midwest has the relationship Tech has with Washburn. That 
relationship with a university is rare.” 
                  – Clark Coco, dean, Washburn Institute of Technology

online
read more about advanced 
systems Technology and 
Washburn institute of Technology 
at washburntech.edu.

More on Tech
read future editions of The ichabod 
for more on Washburn institute of 
Technology, including the Midwest 
Training center.
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TIM & CAROLE ETZEL 
Tim Etzel, bba ’64, honorary doctor of 
commerce ’07, and Carole (Bloomfield) 
Etzel, b ed ’63, Topeka, have a long-
standing commitment to Washburn, 
supporting scholarships and building 
projects through the years. Their latest gift 
of $1 million to the Welcome Center is 
indicative of their passion for the university.
 “Washburn is a special place and a 
central part of our lives,” Carole Etzel 
said. “We are proud to be part of the 
team headed by Dr. Farley that will take 
Washburn well into the next 150 years.”
 “Carole and I believe that Washburn 
provides a complete educational 
experience, nurturing the mind, the 
body and the spirit,” Tim Etzel added. 
“We also believe that buildings create 
an environment where students can 
maximize learning, grow their dreams 
and develop lifelong relationships.
 “We are pleased to support the 
Welcome Center project and believe it 
will present to all students and visitors a 
true reflection of Washburn’s essence.”
 “We are so grateful to Tim and 
Carole for this wonderful gift to 

the Welcome Center,” said JuliAnn 
Mazachek, president, Washburn 
University Foundation. “Their 
generosity is remarkable. Their support 
over the years has helped make so 
many projects, including Carole 
Chapel, the Living Learning Center 
and the Bradbury Thompson Alumni 
Center, a reality.”
 From the time they were students 
at Washburn, the couple dreamed of 
owning their own business.
 “The education we received at 
Washburn played a key role in making 
our dream of establishing a coin-
operated laundry company a reality,” 
Tim Etzel said.
 After the 1966 tornado, the Etzels 
formed Jetz Service Co. Inc., which 
serves 19 states. Tim Etzel credits the 
company’s success to commitment, a 
passion for the mission and the help 
of others.
 “We started with an idea and 
worked hard to make it come to 
fruition, but we couldn’t have succeeded 
without the help of others,” he said. 
“Carole and I are fortunate to be in a 

position where we can give back to the 
community. Washburn is the crown 
jewel of Topeka and surrounding 
communities and we are pleased that 
we can support the university.” 

MAKING THE 
WELCOME CENTER 
A REALITY  
By Kathy Busch • kbusch@wufoundation.org

With a contemporary Welcome Center and much-needed student service 
center on the horizon, Washburn alumni and friends are stepping 

forward to make this vision a reality. These generous gifts are an investment 
in the future, an investment in our students, our faculty and our community.  

FroM The 
noTePad
“carole and i believe that Washburn 

provides a complete educational 

experience, nurturing the mind, 

the body and the spirit. We also 

believe that buildings create an 

environment where students can 

maximize learning, grow their 

dreams and develop lifelong 

relationships. We are pleased 

to support the Welcome center 

project and believe it will present 

to all students and visitors a true 

reflection of Washburn’s essence.” 

    – Tim Etzel
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saying a Washburn education 
played an integral role in 
building their business, Tim 
and carole etzel pledged a gift 
of $1 million to the university’s 
Welcome center project. 
The etzels’ long-standing 
support to Washburn has 
included scholarships and 
building projects.
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Visioning 2022, which began in 
November 2012, focuses on six areas: 
technology, economic development, 
student services, enrollment 
management, academics and facilities. 
The university has established seven-
person task force committees for each.
 “We’ve selected a broad group of 
people for each of the committees to 
come up with a broad road map on 
how the strategic plan should shape 
what we’re going to be,” said Jerry 
Farley, president, Washburn University. 
“The committees are detailed – for 
example, on our economic development 
committee we had the mayor of Topeka, 
city manager, chairman of Go Topeka, 
several industry people and some young 
people in small startup businesses.
 “We’ll take a look at what they said 
and use that to help focus on a vision 

for our future. We’ve accomplished 
many elements of our strategic plan, 
and we will need to refresh it once we’ve 
accomplished most everything in it.”
 Finalized in 2010, the 150 Forward 
strategic plan has served as a guide 
for the university as it gears up for its 
sesquicentennial celebration in 2015. 
The objectives outlined in 150 Forward 
will impact the university well into the 
future and have included such projects 
as the Welcome Center, scheduled for 
completion in 2015, and a proposed 
new facility for the School of Law.
 “As we were progressing through 
the strategic plan and thinking about 
implementing the plan, our Board of 
Regents chairman, Jim Klausman, 
asked, ‘When you do all of this, what 
will Washburn look like in the future? 
What would you dream Washburn 

looks like?’” Farley said. “It was a great 
question that obviously implies a much 
broader perspective than working on a 
strategic plan. So we decided to take a 
look at what we want to be in 10 years,  
not just five. But many of these goals  
we want to accomplish, like our facilities,  
will affect this campus for 30, 40 years 
and beyond.”
 Included in the process is a campus 
master plan, which will serve as a land 
use plan for future buildings.
 “Decisions on facilities impact a 
campus for a century, so the master 
plan will be far more expansive than 
2022,” Farley said. “Our campus is 
well planned and laid out. We have 
an ideal central spine coming through 
campus. The master plan will ensure 
that we put our new facilities in the 
right spot.” 

What will Washburn look like in 10 years? It’s a question the 
university is answering in an initiative rooted in the 150 Forward 

strategic plan currently being implemented.

dedicated on Founders’ 
day (Feb. 6) in 1952, the 
Memorial Union has been 
a signature facility on 
Washburn’s campus for 
more than 60 years and 
figures to be for years 
to come. an addition to 
the original building was 
completed not long after 
the 1966 tornado, and 
the Union Market food 
court opened in stauffer 
commons in 2001.
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A VISION FOR 2022
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

SECURITY BENEFIT
Security Benefit Corporation, a 
Guggenheim Partners Company, 
recently made its largest single gift to 
Washburn University – a generous 
contribution of $200,000 to the 
Welcome Center project.
 For more than 25 years, Security 
Benefit has been a strong business 
partner with Washburn, supporting 
scholarships, academic programs and 
building projects.
 “We are extremely pleased 
to support this new initiative at 
Washburn,” said Michael P. Kiley, 
chief executive officer, Security Benefit 
Corporation. “Security Benefit has a 

long-standing tradition of community 
involvement. The Welcome Center 
project is an outstanding opportunity 
for Washburn to project a favorable 
first impression for new students, their 
families and visitors synonymous with 
Washburn’s excellence and integrity.”
 During the years, Security Benefit 
has been a significant employer of 
Washburn graduates.
 “Washburn has an excellent 
academic reputation and has certainly 
contributed to building a robust 
workforce for northeast Kansas,” 
Kiley said. “Throughout our 120-year 
history, we’ve employed hundreds of 

Washburn graduates. We look forward 
to continuing that tradition, as well 
as helping create a Welcome Center 
that projects a positive first impression 
of the university and all it has to offer 
students, as well as our community.”
 “Security Benefit’s gift to the 
Welcome Center speaks to their 
commitment both to Washburn 
University and to the community,” 
said JuliAnn Mazachek, president, 
Washburn University Foundation.  
“We are truly grateful to Security Benefit 
for this generous gift to the Welcome 
Center. We are so very fortunate to have 
such a strong corporate partner.” 

The generous support from donors such as security benefit corporation is fueling the Welcome center project, which is 
scheduled to be completed by the university’s sesquicentennial in 2015. Rendering courtesy of Washburn University Foundation
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Q & a 
QUICK HITS WITH MaNISHa SINHa

Q: What else intrigued you about visiting here?
a: The brown vs. board of education 
case … i was interested because of that. 
i wanted to come to Topeka because 
it seemed like all of these battles were 
fought over race. 

Q: You compared Barack Obama to 
Abraham Lincoln in 2008. Five years later, 
where does that comparison stand?
a: it’s an interesting historical analogy more 
than anything. obama was a one-term 
senator who was elected president and 
known for his great speeches, much like 
lincoln. it is interesting that the same area 
of the country that didn’t vote for obama 
did not vote for lincoln. When lincoln 
was president, the goP was a northern 
party. … it’s also fascinating that obama’s 
inauguration (in 2009) took place during the 
bicentennial of lincoln’s birthday and you 
had all of these lincoln celebrations going 
on, and obama evoked lincoln’s legacy. 
The problems of race that confronted 
lincoln and his contemporaries are 
confronting us in different ways today. That 
has historical lineage going back to lincoln, 
so in that sense i find them connected.

Q: When and why did you become 
interested in your field?
a: i grew up in india, and i was always 
interested in questions of race, equality 
and the civil rights movement. We knew 
that Martin luther King had borrowed a lot 
from gandhi on philosophy on non-violent 
protests. i worked my way back to slavery 
because i think when you deal with the 
question of race, you want to look at its 
historical roots, so that’s why i came to this 
country for graduate school.

in addition to a presentation for Founders’ day, historian Manisha sinha spoke to a history class during her visit to 
the university on Feb. 6. sinha said she was “intrigued by the abolitionist roots of Washburn.” Photo by Peggy Clark

A renowned historian, Manisha      
 Sinha couldn’t resist the 

opportunity to visit a state often at 
the center of the fight over slavery in 
the 19th century.
“I was intrigued by the abolitionist roots of 
Washburn,” said Sinha, professor of Afro-American 
studies, University of Massachusetts Amherst. “Firstly, 
the university was open to African-Americans during 
those early years, and secondly, I was interested that 
during the era of segregation, Washburn stood up for 
integration. That is quite a good legacy and tradition 
to be proud of.” 
 As the second Lincoln Lecturer during Washburn’s 
buildup to the sesquicentennial in 2015, Sinha spoke 
during a presentation – “Race and Equality in the Age 
of Lincoln” – Feb. 6 on Founders’ Day.
 Sinha also spoke during a history class before her 
presentation, focusing on the story of Charles Sumner, 

sesQUicenTennial coMMiTTees
academic events, The arts, athletics, community events, 
history of Washburn, Memorabilia, special events, volunteers.

geT involved
interested in volunteering for the sesquicentennial 
celebration? contact rugena hall, with the president’s office, 
at 785.670.1556 (rugena.hall@washburn.edu). Questions 
about the sesquicentennial celebration? email celebrate150@
washburn.edu or contact co-coordinators amanda hughes 
at 785.670.2153 (amanda.hughes@washburn.edu) or Julie 
olson at 785.670.1816 (jolson@wufoundation.org).

online
For more on the sesquicentennial, visit washburn.edu/150 
and washburn.edu/alumni. You also can view photos at flickr.
com/washburn150. More photos and videos are posted on our 
Facebook pages at facebook.com/washburn150 and facebook.
com/washburnalumni. You also can view videos from Founders’ 
day, the 2012 convocation and Paint Washburn art auction at 
youtube.com/washburnalumni.

looKing ahead
The fall 2013 semester will include several sesquicentennial 
events and activities, beginning with convocation in august. 
Washburn will be celebrating the third 50 years (1965-2015) 
of its history, including a video on that period. visit washburn.
edu/150 or facebook.com/washburn150 for updates on events 
during the fall.

did YoU KnoW?
•  Sinha is a prolific writer who authored the 

book “The counterrevolution of slavery: 
Politics and ideology in antebellum south 
carolina” and the forthcoming “To live and 
die in the holy cause: abolition and the 
origins of america’s interracial democracy.” 
she has also written for several journals, The 
new York Times and huffington Post, and 
edited books and publications.

•  Sinha has received several fellowships, 
including grants from the national endowment 
for the humanities, W.e.b. dubois institute 
for african american research at harvard 
University, and columbia University.

•  Sinha was born in India and came to the 
United states at age 21 after graduation at 
University of delhi. she received a doctor of 
philosophy from columbia University in new 
York city in 1994. 
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a senator from Massachusetts who was beaten severely by 
fellow lawmaker Preston Brooks in 1856.
 Just days before the attack, Sumner criticized fellow 
senator Andrew Butler in a speech titled “The Crime 
Against Kansas” for his stance and comments about slavery. 
 Brooks, who was Butler’s nephew, believed Sumner 
insulted the family. He retaliated by walking up to 
Sumner and beating him with a cane while the senator 
was trapped at his desk in the Senate.
 “Kansas has so much history in the fight over slavery, and 
that is one of many examples,” Sinha said. “That speech was 
written in part about what was happening in Kansas.” SINHA TOUTS  

WASHBURN’S HISTORY
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu
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FRANK AND 
BERNIECE KISSINGER 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Frank Kissinger, ba ’20, was diagnosed 
with polio when he was 8 years old 
and became wheelchair bound. 
Growing up in north central Kansas, 
he wanted to be a lawyer, so he knew 
he would have to persevere through 
his disability and do whatever it took 
to get a good education.
 Upon entering Washburn University, 
he immediately became involved. It 
was around World War 1, and many 
of the male students went off to war. 
The Washburn baseball team had faded 
out, but Frank loved the game, so he 

worked hard to bring the team back to 
Washburn and, being unable to play 
himself, he earned a letter for being the 
Washburn baseball manager. 
 His future wife, Berniece Kissinger, 
ba ’32, came to Washburn years later 
at a time where it was still unusual for 
women to attend a university. Coming 
from a small town in western Kansas, 
she enjoyed being involved in campus 
activities, especially the sororities. 
 Worried that students in rural 
communities may not always have the 
chance to go to college, Don Kissinger, 
the couple’s only son, and his wife, 
Carol, have created a scholarship for 
students in western Kansas in honor of 
his parents and their time at Washburn.  
 “I wanted to do it to honor my 
parents because they had a great 
experience,” said Don Kissinger. 
“Washburn was good to my dad as 
he was a polio victim, and he found 
Washburn to be a very friendly 
university with great instructors.”

FANNIE 
AND 
SAMUEL 
WISMAN 
SOCIAL 

WORK SCHOLARSHIP
Fannie Wisman was smart and 
independent. She ran the family 
business, Einstein’s Outdoor Outfitters 
in Topeka, starting in her early 20s. 
Her husband passed away early, so 
she raised three children – Jack, 
Alan and Rosann – on her own, and 
she was always in pursuit of making 
the Topeka community better and 
learning about new subjects. 
 “She was always interested in 
learning,” said Jack Wisman. “She 
read papers and books, and she 
followed politics intensely.”
 This love of learning led her to start 
slowly working on her degree over the 
course of more than 40 years, taking 
all types of classes that interested her. 
By the time she was 70, though, her 

SCHOLARSHIPS HONOR 
THE PAST, CHANGE 
THE FUTURE By Sarah Van Dalsem

svandalsem@wufoundation.org

Three sets of children grew up hearing stories about how an 
education changes a person’s life forever. 
 Don Kissinger, son of Frank and Berniece Kissinger, talks 
about his dad, who was not accepted to a university in Kansas 
because he was physically disabled. But he was accepted at 
Washburn even though that meant sometimes students and 
professors had to carry him to class. 
 All three children of Fannie Wisman talk about how their 
strong-willed mother, who attended Washburn for more 
than 40 years, used her knowledge to support the family and 

community. She loved the learning environment, exploring 
different classes and talking to the younger students. 
 Clara Riedel’s children tell stories of their mother who 
ran a local dress store, Clara’s Clothes Closet, and instilled 
in them a passion for education, wanting to ensure that each 
child would be able to support themselves.
 These stories are the reasons these children recently 
decided to create scholarships in their parents’ names at 
Washburn University – to honor their parent’s life-changing 
education and to change lives of future Washburn students.
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The Alumni Awards banquet is at 6 p.m. on Saturday, April 27 at the Memorial Union. The Alumni Association 
will honor four individuals at the event: alumni Carol (Lyon) Vogel, ba ’67; Cynthia (Schmidt) Heath, ba ’71; and 
Ingrid Bego, ba ’03; as well as Gary Baker, longtime professor of finance.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Recognizes alumni who have distinguished careers, brought 
honor to Washburn through accomplishments and made an 
impact in society, the Alumni Association and community.

2013 HONOREE: 
Carol (Lyon) Vogel, 
ba ’67, Topeka
Vogel has worked at 
Washburn for more 
than 40 years. After 
receiving a bachelor 
of arts in German, 
she was an instructor 
of German from 
1969 to 1974. For  
the next 36 years,  
Vogel worked 
half-time as an 

instructor and half-time as equal opportunity director 
for the university. She has worked half-time as equal 
opportunity director since 2010.
 Vogel has received numerous awards, and her 
service to the community includes being a board 
member of the Brown Foundation for Educational 
Equity and Nonoso advisor.
 Vogel on Washburn: “I think it’s safe to say that 
Washburn IS my career and is inseparable from my 
life. … I have been fortunate to have been associated 
with so many talented, caring and outstanding 
individuals on the faculty and staff. … The personal 
connections and friendships with my students and 
colleagues, as well as the fun of the classroom, have 
been highlights of my life.”

LILLA DAY MONROE AWARD
Recognizes women who have distinguished themselves 
as teachers, instructors, administrators or benefactors  
at Washburn.

2013 HONOREE: 
Cynthia (Schmidt) 
Heath, ba ’71, 
Chesterfield, Mo.
Heath, who also has 
a juris doctor degree, 
is the vice president 
for executive 
compensation for 
Emerson Electric 
Co. of St. Louis, 
a $24-billion 
manufacturing 
company. She has 

also worked as employee benefits counsel at Emerson, in 
private practice at Lewis, Rice & Fingersh, L.C., and as 
a social science teacher at Topeka West High School.
 Heath is a member of Nonoso and Delta Gamma, 
and a former member of Student Council, spirit squad 
and the gymnastics team while at Washburn. Among 
many service endeavors, she is a trustee of the Washburn 
University Foundation and a member of the board  
of directors.
 Heath on Washburn: “Washburn provided the 
opportunity to participate in many activities and 
reinforced my competitive drive, especially through 
gymnastics. Both the academic and athletic experiences 
have served me well over the years. And I met my No. 1 
supporter, David Heath, at Washburn.”

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HONORS FORMER 
STUDENTS, LONGTIME PROFESSOR

ALUMNI NEWS

scholarships, including those endowed by 
the children of the university’s alumni, provide 
critical financial support for Washburn students.

eyesight was limited and she was no 
longer able to drive to evening classes.
 She passed away in 2005. A few 
years later, her son Alan Wisman met 
Jerry Farley, president, Washburn 
University, and told him about his 
mother and how she was never able to 
get that degree. After some research, 
Washburn University awarded a 
degree to her posthumously. 
 “She wanted to get that 
undergraduate degree,” said her 
daughter, Rosann Wisman. “She 
always felt a certain pride that Topeka 
had such a strong university in 
Washburn, and she always thought of 
Washburn as being such an important 
resource for the community.”
 This past fall, her three children 
honored her in a special way by 
endowing a scholarship that assists 
part-time students who are majoring 
in social work. 
 “It’s a wonderful thing,” said her son 
Alan. “It fits her personality to have the 
scholarship help a student like her.” 

CLARA B. 
RIEDEL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND 
Clara Riedel’s dress 

store was a hit among Topekans 
when it opened in October 1958. 
Clara’s Clothes Closet, later named 
“Clara’s,” served women who were 
looking to purchase stylish clothing 
for a reasonable price. 
 Clara had a passion for serving 
each person who came into her 
store. She and her husband, Joe 
Riedel Sr., also had a passion 
for making sure each of their 
children received an education. 
 “Mom and Dad both grew up 
in the Depression era,” said their 
daughter Patt Papenfuhs. “They 
watched their parents and siblings 
who didn’t have an education, 
struggle in life, and I think they 
both believed education was 
necessary to grow, survive and 
make a living.”

 Their daughter Barbara Riedel 
O’Leary said Clara had to drop out 
of college because her father had 
passed away. 
 “If she had been able to 
finish college, who knows what 
she would have been able to 
accomplish,” she said.
 All of her children, Mary 
Kay Bachmann Dowd (deceased), 
Margie Weidenbaker, Joe Riedel 
Jr., Patt Papenfuhs and Barbara 
Riedel O’Leary, graduated from 
college and recently endowed a 
scholarship in her memory to 
help other women get a business 
education at Washburn. 
 “She was one of the earliest 
businesses in town run by a woman 
– it wasn’t common back then,” 
said Weidenbaker. “Financial 
stability and helping other women 
learn how to run a business was 
important to her.” 



 Alumni News 2221 Alumni News

COL. JOHN  
RITCHIE AWARD
Recognizes men who have distinguished 
themselves as teachers, instructors, administrators 
or benefactors at Washburn.

2013 HONOREE: 
Gary Baker, 
longtime 
professor, School 
of Business, 
Topeka
Baker is a 
professor of 
finance at 
Washburn, where 
he has been 
teaching since 
1975. He also 
provides economic 

analysis for attorneys involved in personal injury 
and death cases.
 Baker, a recipient of the Dicus and Fleming 
Excellence in Teaching Awards, is involved in the 
Boy Scout Merit Badge program offered through 
Washburn and served as a pilot for the Angel 
Flight program, providing transportation for 
people with medical needs.
 Baker on Washburn: “As the number of years 
I have been at Washburn increases I find I enjoy 
students returning to campus and saying something 
like, ‘I remember being in your class … that was a 
good class, thanks.’  I also like, ‘My mom/dad was 
in your class a very long time ago.’ … I thought it 
was great fun when a senior pitched a tent in the 
library during finals week and slept there.”

GRADUATE OF THE LAST  
DECADE (GOLD) AWARD
Honors recent alumni who demonstrate leadership 
in career or civic endeavors and loyalty  
to Washburn.

2013 HONOREE: 
Ingrid Bego, ba ’03, 
Hastings, Neb.
Bego is an 
assistant professor 
of political science 
at Hastings 
College. A native 
of Albania, she 
serves as panel 
chairwoman 
of the Midwest 
Political Science 
Association and 

on the women and gender studies committee and 
international/diversity programs advisory group at 
Hastings College.
 Bego serves her community as a member of the 
YWCA diversity board and Multicultural Alliance 
of Hastings, Neb. She is a member of Pi Sigma 
Alpha, Phi Kappa Phi and Phi Sigma Iota.
 Bego on Washburn: “Washburn is a 
community where everyone contributes to your 
experience as a student. … Washburn is the 
cornerstone of who I am today professionally, but 
also shaped me as an individual and contributing 
citizen. … Everyone I came in touch with at 
Washburn supported me in all the ways possible, 
inspired me to pursue my dreams and to persevere 
when things became hard.” 

online
For extended bios, photos and videos from the alumni awards, visit washburn.edu/alumni-events.

GOING OLD SCHOOL
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

“How do you make your head so shiny?”
 What a great question. It was my favorite during a 
November trip to Burlingame, Kan., to talk to the middle 
school and high school students in the town’s school district.
 “What’s it like to have Mrs. Curtis as a mother-in-law?” was 
a close second. (I’m marrying Mrs. Curtis’ daughter in June.)
 Just a couple of the highlights during a presentation 
about my journey from small-town teen to Washburn, then 
newspapers in several regions and finally back to Washburn 
as a media relations specialist.
 I was impressed how tuned in the kids were (probably 
had more to do with promising free T-shirts if they were 
quiet while I spoke) as I talked about Washburn and how it 
paved the way to a career in journalism.
 That the students knew so much about Washburn was 
even more impressive.
 “My dad went to Washburn; he loved it,” said one eighth-
grader, who asked for an Ichabod license plate to give to her father.
 Another question, this from a high school student still 
trying to decide where to go to college: “Why did you 
choose Washburn? What was the deciding factor?”
 “Quality and comfort,” I replied. “Not only was it a 
wonderful education, but it felt like home. Not long after 
I started, I could walk into any of my classes, and every 
teacher knew my name and how I was doing in that class. If 
I needed their help, they were there. … It was a lot like going 
to school here in Burlingame.”

 It’s why so many students from small towns like 
Burlingame end up at Washburn: quality and the 
environment. It’s why an alumnus like Blake Bryant, 
profiled in the December 2012 magazine, opted for 
Washburn the first time he visited campus.
 “I felt like I could do what I did in my hometown – 
everything,” he said. “It looked like it was going to be a great 
experience, and it exceeded my expectations.”
 When the presentation was finished, Ichabod T-shirts, beads 
and necklaces were proudly displayed by several students, many 
of whom you’ll see on campus in the next few years.
 As for the answer to the first two questions in this column: 
1. “I’m bald, so it’s natural.” 2. “Having Mrs. Curtis as a 
mother-in-law is awesome (she was watching the presentation, 
after all).” 

ernie W. Webb iii is the media 
relations specialist for the 
Washburn University alumni 
association. he received a 
bachelor of arts in mass media 
from Washburn in 1998. 
before joining Washburn 
in 2011, Webb worked for 
several newspapers, including 

The Topeka capital-Journal, Tulsa (okla.) World and 
newport news (va.) daily Press. Follow his blog at 
washburnalumni.wordpress.com. Webb can be reached 
at 785.670.2303 or ernie.webb@washburn.edu.

opened in 2001, the living learning center 
houses 400 students and is linked to the 
Memorial Union through a walkway on the 
second floor. its design is based partly on the 
university’s iconic bell Tower.
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A framed $5 bill sits on Matt Puderbaugh’s 
desk, a symbol of a bet he won for 
graduating from medical school before 
his sister, Amy Puderbaugh.
 That the bet was won on a technicality 
– Matt’s commencement was a week earlier 
than Amy’s – hardly seems to matter.
 “He definitely reminds me about 
it,” said Amy Puderbaugh, ba ’08, 
Washington, D.C. “It’s something we 
joke about. I paid up, and even framed 
it for him when he graduated.”
 The wager began when Amy, who 
at 27 is three years younger than her 
brother, and Matt applied for medical 
school at the same time.
 “I took a little bit longer, and she 
caught up,” said Matt Puderbaugh,  
ba ’06, Pontiac, Mich. “We applied not 
knowing what the graduation dates 
were. It really started with us joking 
around, but it did become a bit of a 
motivating factor.”
 Being doctors – Amy received a 

doctor of osteopathic medicine degree 
from Des Moines University in Iowa and 
Matt the same degree from Rocky Vista 
University in Parker, Colo. – isn’t the 
only thing the siblings have in common.
 Both also serve in the military. Matt 
is a captain in the Air Force and Amy a 
captain in the Army.
 “Our dad (Steve Puderbaugh, ba ’76, 
St. Joseph, Mo.) was a military doctor, 
so we both knew about the program in 
the military that would pay for medical 
school,” said Matt, who has bachelor of 
arts degrees in chemistry and psychology.
 “Dad is very proud of his service, and 
it was a natural decision for me,” Amy 
added. “The opportunity to not only 
have help paying for medical school, but 
also to serve was too good to pass up.”
 That both are doctors might come as a 
surprise to those who grew up with them. 
As a teenager, Matt wanted to be an 
architect and Amy was a talented flutist.
 “I was thinking I wanted to do both 

(music and chemistry),” Amy said. 
“That’s really why I chose Washburn. 
Both of the programs – music and 
chemistry – were willing to work with 
me. I liked the smaller atmosphere.”
 Matt was hooked on medicine after 
working in several nursing homes in the 
Topeka area.
 “I just loved the people and patients 
I worked with,” he said. “I didn’t plan 
on being a doctor, but once I’d worked 
in the nursing homes, I knew I wanted 
to work in medicine.”
 Five dollars later, both are doctors 
and officers in the military. Matt is 
in his residency at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital in Oakland, Mich., and Amy 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
in Washington, D.C.
 “Our parents love it, that we’re 
both doctors,” Matt said. “My dad 
jokes that we’re going to open the 
practice Puderbaugh, Puderbaugh and 
Puderbaugh.” 

BROTHER & SISTER, D.O.
Careers as doctors a safe bet for siblings By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

MaTT PUderbaUgh
“i loved going to Washburn. it was a fantastic 

experience. i was in Kappa sigma and loved being 
in a fraternity. i learned so much there because of 

the intimate classroom setting. i really wouldn’t be 
where i am if not for Washburn.”

a friendly wager helped Matt Puderbaugh 
(second from left) and amy Puderbaugh 
(second from right) advance through 
medical school. The brother and sister not 
only graduated from medical school in the 
same month, but also serve as captains 
in the air Force and army, respectively. at 
far left is mother Terry Puderbaugh, and 
far right, father steven Puderbaugh, also 
a Washburn alumnus and doctor. Photo 

courtesy of Matt Puderbaugh

aMY PUderbaUgh
“i have so many memories of Washburn. i had a 
lot of good times, especially in the wind ensemble. 
i also went on a tour of china, and that was 
spectacular.”

A COLORFUL CAREER
Emert’s service at Washburn stretches decades By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

In her spare time, Carol Emert 
enjoys creating art in colored pencil. 
At her workplace, the longtime 
Washburn University employee 
has sketched a successful career at 
Mulvane Art Museum.

 Emert, bfa ’84, was recognized 
for 28 years of service during a fall 
ceremony at a Mulvane First Friday 
Art Walk. Her titles have included 
preparator, registrar, interim 
director and curator of collections 
and exhibitions.
 “I’m proud of the impact we’ve 
made for the students and visitors 
over the years,” said Emert, also a 

board member and advisor for the 
Trans World Airlines Museum in 
Kansas City, Mo. “Something I’ve 
always enjoyed about the Mulvane 
is that we have something for 
everyone. Our exhibits, collections 

and art education 
really cater to all 
walks of life on and 
off campus.”
 Emert has been 
instrumental in 
organizing Mulvane’s 
collections, developing 
a permanent 
management system 
involving more than 
3,500 works of art.
 “When I 
graduated in 1984, 
the director needed 
help installing 
exhibits, so he hired 
me part-time,” she 
said. “When he was 
planning to retire, 
I started working 
on developing 
a collections 
management 
program, which was 

a more organized effort.”
 When Emert began working on 
the collection, it contained about 
1,500 pieces. Today, it consists 
of more than 3,500. She also has 
been a part of three accreditations 
through the American Alliance 
of Museums and established 
guidelines for the Washburn Art 
Students juried exhibition.

 “It’s been great to see the Topeka 
art community grow so much,” 
said Emert, who has scheduled, 
organized, prepared, installed and 
removed more than 450 exhibitions 
at Mulvane. “The Mulvane has been 
part of that growth and benefitted 
from it.”
 Emert and her husband, 
Raymond, live in Topeka and have 
one daughter, Carrie. 

in 28 years at Mulvane art 
Museum, alumna carol emert 
has worked as a preparator, 
registrar, curator of collections and 
exhibitions, and interim director. 
Photo by Peggy Clark

aboUT 
carol 
eMerT
FavoriTe Movie: 
“rebecca” and “Wuthering 
heights.”

FavoriTe Tv shoW: 
anything on the history 
channel.

FavoriTe MUsic: 
Music from the 1960s and 
“the classics.”

FavoriTe arTisT: 
Frank Peers.

FavoriTe sPorT: 
nascar.
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Morgan hall has been a campus staple for more than 50 years at Washburn. The facility 
will feature a new look in 2015 with the addition of the Welcome center.

Alan Bearman was hopeful the pieces would fall in place when 
Washburn implemented the First Year Experience (FYE), 
but not even he expected the program to take off so quickly.
 Just two academic years after the initiative launched, 
FYE will be a required course for many first-year 
students in 2013-14.
 “This is another example of just how committed 
Washburn is to student success,” said Bearman, dean, 
university libraries. “The university has been talking about 
this project for a long time, but we’ve taken important steps 
in the last few years. It takes a community to make a project 
like this work, and we’ve had overwhelming support.”
 So overwhelming that the general faculty strongly 
supported the course as a general education requirement 
during a meeting in the fall 2012 semester. Beginning in 
the 2013-14 academic year, the course offerings will include: 
WU101: The Washburn Experience, IS100: The College 
Experience and HN101: Honors Washburn Experience.
 Students transferring to Washburn with 24 or more 
credit hours and a 2.0 or higher GPA will be exempt from 
the courses.
 “At Washburn, we have a reputation of giving personal 
attention to students and personalizing the experience 
for students,” said Jerry Farley, president, Washburn 
University. “We’ve really tried to live up to that with the 
First Year Experience. Our goal is to help the students 
succeed. We want them to get off to a good start.”
 A course that supports the academic, social and 
personal transitions of first-year students, FYE debuted 
in 2011-12. In the program, students participate in 

a number of activities, including joining a campus 
organization and attending a variety of events, aimed at 
acclimating them to life at Washburn.
 “Taking this class helps you in the long run,” said 
Elizabeth Burgett, a sophomore from Carbondale, Kan., 
who took the course in 2011-12 and works as a peer educator 
in the FYE program. “You make a lot of connections, learn 
about the university, and it makes you feel better about any 
stressful situation you might have. It helped me a lot.”
 The advent of the course as a requirement will result in 
additional sections of the class. In 2013-14, 20 sections will 
be available, up from eight in 2012-13.
 “This is where you really see that sense of community at 
Washburn,” Bearman said. “We’re going to have professors 
from several departments teaching the course. That will allow 
us to target the individual. For example, Keith Mazachek 
(coordinator, pre-engineering) will be teaching a course. If 
I’m a pre-engineering major, I want to be in that class. It’s 
going to be a campus-wide effort.”
 FYE also has impacted campus organizations, including 
Bod Squad, which enjoyed a surge in membership.
 In addition, the number of people using the library 
has risen dramatically, in part because of FYE, which also 
provides tips on study habits. In 2008, a little more than 
100,000 people physically entered Mabee Library. In 2012, 
that number climbed to more than 250,000.
 “Those two measures are important,” Bearman said. 
“They show us the students are transitioning more easily. That 
suggests to us that students are really buying into being a part 
of the Washburn identity.” 
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FIRST YEAR 
EXCEPTIONAL
Program for new students makes impact  
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu 

amber dickinson, First Year experience lecturer/coordinator, 
teaches multiple courses in Washburn’s FYe program. The 
course helps first-year students transition to life at Washburn. 
Photo by Peggy Clark
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FROM 
STUDENT 
TO 
DIRECTOR
Klima takes over as director 
of admissions 
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

You could say Kris (Castillo) 
Klima has been serving at 

Washburn for years. First as tennis 
star from 2001 to 2005, and now as 
the director of admissions.
Klima, ba ’05, Topeka, began working in admissions as a 
counselor in 2006, before moving up to associate director 
in 2010. She became the director a little more than two 
years later.
 I sat down with Klima for a Q&A session:

Q:  Why did you choose Washburn as a workplace out 
of college?

A:  I really enjoyed my experience as a student at Washburn, 
so it was a natural transition to working as an admissions 
counselor. When I was first hired to the position it was 
about sharing my experiences to prospective students to 
excite them about their college choice. 

Q: What do you like about working in admissions?

A:  Working with students is the most rewarding part of this 
field. To be the person to show the prospective student 
that attending college is a possibility in their future 
and what the experience can provide is priceless. As an 
admissions professional, you are able to recruit students 

who you think will be the best fit for your institution 
and then watch their experience turn full circle when 
you watch those same students do great things once they 
are on campus.

Q:  Speaking of change, how much have things changed 
since you started here in 2006?

A:  It’s been substantial. We have become more thoughtful 
in our approach to recruiting students. We’re focusing 
more on relationship building and trying to meet each 
student where they are in their college selection. We’re 
using data more strategically to help us focus on where 
we’re going to be the most successful. That has helped 
our efficiency tenfold. 
  One example of change is the Welcome Center, 

a former tennis standout and Washburn alumna, 
Kris (castillo) Klima has held several titles in 
admissions and recently was promoted to director. 
Photo by Peggy Clark

which will be a big positive for us. Our current space is 
adequate, but when the Welcome Center is complete, the 
facility will set the stage for what the student can expect 
out of their experience as a Washburn student.

Q:  How much recruiting will you be doing now that 
you’re the director?

A:  It’s very important for the leadership in our office to 
recruit, even if it is a small territory. It’s important 
because you don’t want to lose sight of what prospective 
students want, as well as high school advisors and 
counselors. 
  I have every intention of being the admissions 
representative for a high school in Shawnee County. 
Working with students is still the most rewarding part of 
working in higher education. There’s nothing like calling 
a student to let them know they’ve received a scholarship 
or been accepted to Washburn.

Q:  How has your experience as a student helped you 
in your various roles?

A:  Knowing the university allowed for me to come 
in and already have an understanding of how the 
institution works. I did not have as steep of a learning 
curve as some of my peers who started at the same 
time as me.

Q: What’s your management philosophy?

A:  I feel like leading by example is important. Since 
I have held several positions in the office I feel 
like I have the ability to do just that. I also think 
we’ve hired quality people and there’s no reason 
not to have confidence in them, so you have to 
give them autonomy to do their job. I’m really 
pleased and excited about this staff. They’ll make 
a difference here. 

aboUT Kris KliMa
as a sTUdenT: 
she came to Washburn from san 

antonio, Texas, and was all-Mid-america 

intercollegiate athletic association 

(Miaa) on the tennis court as a lady 

blue. Klima also was a member of Kappa 

alpha Theta and Washburn student 

government association.

as a sTaFF MeMber:
 she has worked as a counselor, 

assistant director, associate director and 

director since 2006.

FaMilY: 
Klima is married to Jonathan “Jake” 

Klima, bba ’05. The couple has a son, 

blair, 1. Kris Klima’s sister alyssa castillo, 

san antonio, Texas, is a Washburn 

student and finished her career on the 

tennis team last year.

FavoriTe Movie: 
“Thirteen days.”

FavoriTe Tv shoW: 
“Mad Men.”
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BY THE BOOK
Longtime professor chronicles first century of law school 
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

What did it take to write a book about the first 100 years  
of Washburn’s School of Law? More than eight years of  

research, well over 1,000 footnotes and 756 pages, said author  
James Concannon.
“I worked on the book when time 
was available, so it went in spurts,” 
he said. “I typically don’t teach 
during summers, so I got a lot of 
the work done then.”
 Concannon drew from his 
experience as a professor and dean 
while writing “ ‘The Ideal Place 
… for Establishment of a Great 
Law School’: History of Washburn 
Law School, 1903-2003,” published 
by the School of Law Alumni 
Association in 2012.
 Hired to join the School of Law 
faculty in 1973, Concannon served as 
the dean from 1988 to 2001, when he 
returned to teaching full-time.
 “In the course of 13 years as 
dean, I learned a lot about the 
history of the law school that I 
hadn’t known when I started,” he 
said. “I also had done some legal 
history research before for an 
article about the other early law 
schools in Kansas. In the course of 
doing that, I came across a good 
deal of material about Washburn 
in the Kansas Bar Association’s 
archives, at the Kansas Historical 
Society and elsewhere.
 “It seemed to me to be a 
project that needed to be done. 
Given what I’d already learned 

and that I rapidly was becoming 
the senior member of the faculty, 
it seemed that if I didn’t do it, 
nobody would.”
 He began working on the 
project in late 2001 and finished 
by the end of the decade. After 
completing the book, Concannon 
spent a few years working out the 
details of publication.
 The Alumni Association decided 
to publish the book and receives all 
the proceeds.
 “I wrote the book for a number 
of reasons,” Concannon said. 
“One was to help our graduates 
appreciate the significance of their 
degrees and what went into giving 
the degree the value we hope it 
has for them. Another goal was for 
the book to be an orientation for 
newer faculty members, both ones 
who recently arrived and those 
who will join us in future years. I 
hope it helps preserve the culture 
of the institution.”

FROM THE BOOK
Concannon commented on a 
favorite story in the book about 
Edna Hopkins, jd ’18, one of the 
first women to graduate from the 
School of Law:

 “The Washburn Review reported 
that she was studying for the New 
York Bar and clerking for a law 
firm. We had no other information 
about her, so I decided to see what 
I could find in old legal directories. 
I discovered her listed from 1919 to 
1954 with a firm that practiced on 
Wall Street, which is today a major 
firm (Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & 
Mosle LLP).
 “For all of those years, she was 
listed as an associate of the law firm 
and never as a partner, even though 
others became partners. I concluded 
that the typical treatment of women 
in those days must have kept her 
out, but I followed up on it by 
looking for people who were young 
associates at the time she retired, 
contacted one of them, now a retired 
lawyer, who sent me a firm history.
 “It indicated that in the ’40s, 
Edna had been offered partnership 
by the firm, but to the firm’s dismay 
had declined it. The partner told 
me she just didn’t think it was 
appropriate for a woman to be a 
partner. He followed up by saying 
from the moment she was offered 
partnership and declined it, she 
treated all other associates as though 
she was a partner.” 

longtime professor and former dean James concannon spent 
years researching and writing a book about the first 100 years of 

Washburn’s school of law. Photo by Peggy Clark

aboUT 
concannon
Professor James concannon has 

been at the school of law since 1973, 

when tuition was $30 per credit hour. 

he served as the dean from 1988 to 

2001 and currently teaches evidence, 

civil procedure, appellate practice and 

conflict of laws at Washburn.

 he was a freelance sports writer 

for the garden city Telegram in high 

school and The Wichita eagle during 

college, where he studied mathematics 

and political science at the University 

of Kansas. he received bachelor of 

science and juris doctor degrees  

from Kansas.

 concannon recently received 

the Justice award from the Kansas 

supreme court, which includes five of 

his former students.

aboUT The 
booK
“‘The ideal Place … for establishment 

of a great law school’: history of 

Washburn law school, 1903-2003” 

can be purchased at the school of 

law alumni association office or at 

washburnlaw.edu/history.  
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ENTREPRENEURIAL 
SPIRIT OF A PROFESSOR
Pryor a mentor for future business leaders
By Sarah Van Dalsem • svandalsem@wufoundation.org

As a student, Susie Pryor, assistant professor of marketing, School of  
  Business, struggled to find her place in college. She didn’t connect to a 

professor or a program.
Now, she works to ensure Washburn 
students have a meaningful 
collegiate experience. 
 Pryor reminds them of the student 
successes in recent years that began 
in Washburn classrooms, including 
Topeka-based Gracie B. Boutique, 
Overland Park-based Thirsty Coconut 
and Prairie Fire Winery in Paxico, Kan. 
 “I want my students to know you 
can do amazing things early in life,” 
said Pryor, a recipient of the Ned N. 
Fleming Award for Teaching Excellence 

and the John and Betty Dicus Award 
for Teaching Excellence. 
 Pryor is a great mentor because of 
the real-world experience of starting 
her own businesses and helping 
business owners. While a student, she 
started and co-owned three shops in 
downtown Lawrence, Kan.: Brits, Blue 
Dandelion and Au Marché.
 “Having that experience has 
been core to being successful in the 
classroom,” she said. “To understand 
marketing, you have to be able to 
understand all aspects of business.”
 Pryor began working at Washburn 
at the Small Business Development 
Center, where she assisted people 
in starting businesses, overcoming 
struggles and recreating themselves. 
 “I am a lifelong Kansan, so I 
wanted to work in Kansas, and the 
central Kansas territory I covered 
while working for the Small Business 
Development Center was really 
perfect,” she said.
 Pryor said donors who invest in the 
university have a significant role in the 
success of professors and students.
 “We have students that come 
from this region and are interested in 
staying here and supporting this region 
after graduation,” she said. “When 
people donate to the university, it’s not 

a cost, it’s an investment in the future 
of this region.”
 Pryor said the most unique thing 
about Washburn is the Washburn 
Transformational Experience, which 
allows students to choose and create 
projects related to their interests. 
She has worked with 11 students on 
projects and said she often changes 
with the student. 
 “It gives students the opportunities 
to let them do what they want to do 
and really engages them,” Pryor said. 
“After working on a project with a 
student, I’m often just as transformed 
as they are. You don’t have experiences 
like that at other universities.”
 David Sollars, dean, School of 
Business, said faculty members 
like Pryor are dedicated to student 
success and noted that Pryor has 
sponsored a variety of top-notch 
student research projects. 
 “Our donors make it possible 
for these same Washburn students 
to travel to global professional 
conferences to present their findings,” 
Sollars said. “These are life-changing 
opportunities for our students, and 
there are very few business schools 
that are able to support undergraduate 
and MBA student research to the 
degree that we do.”   

as an owner of several businesses 
through the years, susie Pryor, 
assistant professor of marketing, brings 
real-life experience to the classroom.

LEAVING HER MARK 
Scholarship honors alumna and her goal of a library career
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

I’m still me, and I still bring the heat,” Sarah Madl wrote shortly after being     
 diagnosed with colon cancer in 2010.

During the next year, she embraced those words, 
continuing to excel as a Washburn student while fighting 
the disease she succumbed to on Feb. 13, 2011.
 “Sarah was always strong, incredibly strong,” said 
Marsha Madl, Sarah’s mother and an office assistant 
in institutional research at Washburn. “She cared a lot 
about other people. Even when she was sick, she was more 
worried about my husband (Tom) and I and the impact it 
would have on us.”
 What she likely didn’t know was the impact she had on family, 
friends and the Washburn community during her 22 years.
 “I don’t think she knew how loved she was, but the 
fact that so many people loved her means the world to 
me,” Marsha Madl said. “People were lined up outside at 
the wake; there was no place to sit at the funeral. People 
had to wait outside to get into the church for the funeral.
 “And so many Washburn people were there. Washburn 
is such a caring, supportive community.”
 Sarah Madl had such an impact in the classroom that 
one of her instructors, Keith Rocci, First Year Experience 
librarian, approached the Madls about founding a 
scholarship in their daughter’s honor.
 Within months, the Sarah Madl Memorial Scholarship 
– $500 and awarded annually – was available to Washburn 
students. Deren Onursal, a senior from Istanbul, Turkey, 
received the first scholarship for the 2012-13 academic year 
during a ceremony at Mabee Library.

 “Sarah wanted to be a librarian, and she loved books,” Rocci 
said. “I’d been at another school that had done something 
similar, and I really wanted to do something for Sarah.”
 The application process for the scholarship includes 
writing an essay and a review by a committee established 
by Friends of Mabee Library.
 “Friends of Mabee Library and Alan (Bearman, dean, 
university libraries) really stepped up to get this done,” 
Rocci said. “We’re looking for the best fit, somebody 
similar to Sarah.”
 A lifelong Topeka resident, Sarah Madl attended 
Randolph Elementary School, Robinson Middle School 
and Topeka High School, where another scholarship 
through the Topeka High Band Backers is established in 
her name.
 She was a member of Sigma Alpha Iota, an 
international music fraternity, and played tenor sax in the 
marching band at Washburn. Madl also worked at Mabee 
Library and Lowe’s Home Improvement and volunteered 
in the gift shop at Topeka and Shawnee County Library.
 “Sarah was a member of our community and an 
awesome person,” Rocci said. “We lost somebody, 
a big part of our community, and this gives us the 
opportunity to keep her name out there. This helps her 
legacy carry on.”
 In May 2011, the university awarded Sarah Madl a 
bachelor of integrated studies posthumously.      

“

The sarah Madl 
Memorial scholarship 

honors the late 
Washburn student 

who received a degree 
posthumously in 2011. 

Photo courtesy of the 

Madl family

aboUT The scholarshiP
The sarah Madl Memorial 

scholarship honors the late 

Washburn student and lifelong 

Topekan. The scholarship is $500 per 

academic year.

 For more information about the 

scholarship, contact Keith rocci at 

785.670.1490.

 The deadline to apply is april 30, 

and a recipient is named in May.



BRENNEMANS CONTINUE GENEROUS SUPPORT 
By Sarah Van Dalsem • svandalsem@wufoundation.org

Proud Washburn alumni Greg 
and Ronda (Doole) Brenneman 
continue to support the School of 
Business with a $100,000 donation 
to the Brenneman Professorship in 
Business Strategy.
 Robert Weigand, professor, 
finance, currently serves in  
the position.
 Greg serves as chairman of 
CCMP Capital Advisors, LLC 
(Chemical Ventures, Chase 
Capital, Manufacturers Hanover 
Capital/J.P. Morgan, Partners). 
His and Ronda’s vision for the 
professorship was to grow the area 
of business strategy at Washburn, 
help the university gain 
prominence and give a talented 
professor the freedom to execute 
his or her area of interest.
 “When I was in school, 
I found it inspiring to learn 
from qualified professors and 
experience their knowledge 
firsthand, rather than learning 

from grad students or teaching 
assistants that a professor 
trained,” said Greg Brenneman, 
bba ’84, Spring, Texas. 
 The couple established the 
professorship in 1999 and wanted 
it to focus on business strategy, 
as Greg Brenneman has in 
restructuring major companies 
such as Burger King, Quiznos, 
Continental Airlines and  
PwC Consulting. 
 “We are very grateful for the 
generosity of the Brennemans,” 
said David Sollars, dean, School 
of Business. “Our teachers are 
committed to student success,  
and faculty support always 
translates into enhanced 
opportunities for students.”
 Ronda received a bachelor 
of education degree in 1984. 
Greg is a Washburn University 
Foundation trustee, and both are 
lifetime members of the Alumni 
Association. 

greg and ronda (doole) 

brenneman donated $100,000 

to the brenneman Professorship 

in business strategy. greg 

brenneman, a Washburn 

University Foundation trustee, 

received a bachelor of business 

administration in 1984, while 

ronda brenneman received a 

bachelor of education in the 

same year.
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school 
To oFFer 
MasTer oF 
accoUnTancY 
degree
The school of business has developed 

a new program that will begin in the fall 

semester. in april, the school began 

accepting applications for its master of 

accountancy (Macc) program, which was 

approved by the Kansas board of regents 

in February.

 The program offers existing Washburn 

students an opportunity to enroll in the 

Macc program after their junior year and 

graduate with a bachelor of business 

administration degree and a Macc in two 

more years.

 The program includes an option allowing 

students with a bachelor’s degree (upon 

acceptance) to enroll, taking courses 

predominantly in the evening.

 david sollars, the school’s dean, said 

four experienced accounting faculty have 

been hired during the past two years to 

staff the program.

Jim Martin, a professor of accounting in the 

school of business, has been integral in 

the implementation of Washburn’s master 

of accountancy program. Martin received 

a bachelor of business administration from 

Washburn in 1979.

WAKE UP WITH WASHBURN BREAKFAST LECTURE SERIES 
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

Steven S. Martin’s presentation on April 11 capped 
the Washburn Alumni Association’s annual Wake 
Up with Washburn breakfast lecture series for the 
2012-13 academic year.
 Martin, bsn ’79, the president and chief executive 
officer for Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska, was 
the fourth guest in the series, which is co-sponsored by 
the School of Business. 
 Previous speakers for the 2012-13 season were 
Marsha (Ticehurst) Oliver, bba ’74, vice president  
of marketing, Mize Houser & Company P.A., on 

Feb. 14; Ron Whitten, jd ’77, architecture senior 
editor for Golf Digest, on Nov. 1; and retired  
Col. Clarence Taylor, bba ’78, owner and operator  
of a Chick-fil-A, on Sept. 13.
 Read more about their visits, and view photos 
and videos, by visiting washburn.edu/alumni-events. 
Each speaker has a page that includes a story, photos 
and videos.
 For more information about future speakers and 
registering for Wake Up with Washburn, visit the 
Alumni Association website at washburn.edu/alumni. 
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1950s
Dwight Blackwood, ba ’55,  

Chanute, Kan., is an 

optometrist practicing within 

the Grene Vision Group 

and was recently recognized 

by the Kansas Optometric 

Association for 50 years of 

service to his community. 

Blackwood was a member 

of the basketball and track 

teams and Kappa Sigma  

at Washburn.

John Westlund, b music ’58,  

Cold Spring, Ky., retired 

after more than 30 years 

as a professor at Northern 

Kentucky University, 

Highland Heights. He was 

a member of the Washburn 

choir, Washburn Singers, 

marching band and a 

Whiting Scholar.

1960s
Harry Connelly, jd ’62,  

Las Cruces, N.M., was 

certified as a specialist in  

13 areas of local government 

law by the New Mexico Board 

of Legal Specialization.

Tom Copper, b ed ’69, Boca 

Raton, Fla., is a national 

account manager with Jarden 

Corp. in Boca Raton. 

He was inducted into the 

Valparaiso (Ind.) High School 

Hall of Fame. Copper was 

a member of the basketball 

and golf teams while at 

Washburn.

William Nichols, ba ’69, jd ’73,  

Topeka, is the general counsel,  

assistant compliance officer 

and assistant board secretary 

at Denison State Bank in 

Holton, Kan. He was a 

member of Sigma Phi Epsilon 

while at Washburn.

John Scott III, ba ’68, 

Topeka, qualified for the New 

York Life President’s Council. 

He was a member of Alpha 

Delta at Washburn.

Larry Stambaugh, bba ’69, 

San Diego, Calif., is the 

managing director of the 

Centre for Bioinspiration at 

the San Diego Zoo. He was  

a member of Sigma Phi 

Epsilon and the track team 

while at Washburn.

Kent Weatherby, bba ’63, 

jd ’66, Shawnee, Kan., is an 

author whose most recent 

novel, “Death in the Rear 

View Mirror,” was released by 

amazon.com in October. The 

book is the first in a trilogy. 

The second work, “Cold 

Stone Alive,” was published 

earlier this year, and the 

third, “Will Evil Never Die,” 

will be in 2014. Weatherby 

was a member of Phi Alpha 

Delta and was on the Law 

Journal staff while  

at Washburn.

James Wright, jd ’63, 

Topeka, retired after nearly 

50 years of practicing law. 

He was a partner at Shaw, 

Hergenreter & Quarnstrom 

before opening his own 

practice, which focused 

on workers’ compensation 

defense. Wright was a 

member of Delta Theta Phi  

at Washburn.

1970s
Dale E. Bennett, b ed ’71,  

jd ’80, Westwood, Kan., 

is the president-elect of 

the Kansas Association for 

Justice. He has a law practice, 

the Law Offices of Dale E. 

Bennett. He was a member of 

Sigma Phi Epsilon, Phi Delta 

Phi and Sagamore and played 

football at Washburn.

Jeff Ellis, jd ’77, Overland 

Park, Kan., is a health care 

consultant at Pershing 

Yoakley & Associates in 

Kansas City, Mo. He was a 

member of Phi Delta Phi  

at Washburn.

Rick Friedstrom, ba ’73, 

Topeka, qualified for New 

York Life’s Executive Council. 

He has been with New York 

Life for more than 40 years. 

Friedstrom was a member 

of Alpha Delta, Washburn 

Choir, Washburn Singers and 

Student Council while  

at Washburn. He is a 

Washburn University 

Foundation trustee.

Gene Johnson, m ed ’75, 

Overland Park, Kan., 

is retiring at the end of 

the academic year as 

superintendent of the 

Shawnee Mission School 

District. He was a Stoffer 

Scholar while at Washburn.

Mike Lennen, jd ’74, 

Topeka, received the 

Outstanding Alumni Award 

from Southwestern College, 

Winfield, Kan. He is counsel 

for the Morris, Laing, Evans, 

Brock and Kennedy law office 

in Topeka.

Thomas Malone, jd ’79, 

Topeka, was appointed chief 

judge of the Court of Appeals 

for the Kansas Supreme 

Court. He has been a member 

of the Court of Appeals  

since 2003.

Carolyn Szafran-Ahrens, bfa ’74, 

Topeka, was appointed to 

Gov. Sam Brownback’s Task 

Force on Reducing Childhood 

Poverty. She is a social 

work instructor and field 

coordinator at Washburn. 

Szafran-Ahrens was a member 
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The Washburn campus is now coming alive with spring foliage. 



ETzElS TREK aCROSS glObE fOR EClIpSE 
When Paul and rita etzel traveled across the globe 

to observe the total solar eclipse on nov. 14, they 

probably didn’t expect the Washburn brand to be 

recognized thousands of miles away.

but, as Paul writes, an airport official at the 

security line in launceston, Tasmania, was familiar 

with the university.

“i was wearing my blue ‘Washburn University 

Foundation’ polo shirt,” writes Paul etzel, bs ’71, la 

Mesa, calif. “The lady running the security line said, 

‘Washburn University. That’s in Kansas, isn’t it?’ i 

happily said, ‘Yes.’ The reach of Washburn is far.”

The etzels joined a group of 186 people who 

traveled from the United states to green island to 

observe the eclipse. green island is located in the 

great barrier reef, east of cairns, australia.

cloudy weather threatened the observance, but 

the travelers ultimately viewed a total eclipse over 

the Pacific ocean that lasted 2 minutes, 5 seconds.

Paul etzel has had a distinguished career in 

astronomy. since receiving a master’s degree in 

astronomy from san diego state University (sdsU) 

and a doctor of philosophy in astronomy from the 

University of california, los angeles, he’s worked as 

an educator and director at sdsU.

Paul etzel currently works as director of the Mount 

laguna observatory at sdsU. he has been a Washburn 

University Foundation trustee since 2009. 
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of Kappa Alpha Theta and 

the spirit squad while at 

Washburn.

Bob Whitehead, ba ’75, 

Topeka, was elected  

potentate of the Arab  

Shriners in Topeka.

1980s
Michael Born, ba ’88, 

Olathe, Kan., is vice president 

of insurance broker Lockton. 

He was a member of Sigma 

Phi Epsilon and Student 

Council at Washburn.

Lori (Wendler) Braunstein, 

bba ’83, Ellensburg, Wash., 

is the director of academic 

planning at Central 

Washington University. 

She also is a professor 

and chairwoman of the 

information technology and 

administrative management 

department.

Brian Cole, bs ’89, Osage 

City, Kan., is  the director 

of the Shawnee County 

Department of Corrections.

Barry Feaker, ba ’80, 

Topeka, was appointed to 

Gov. Sam Brownback’s Task 

Force on Reducing Childhood 

Poverty. He is the executive 

director of the Topeka Rescue 

Mission and was honored as 

an Alumni Fellow in 2011.

Terry Fritz, bba ’80, Reno, 

Nev., retired as a colonel  

from the Kansas National 

Guard. He played basketball 

at Washburn.

Greer (Shirreffs) Lang, b ed ’86,  

jd ’89, Lawrence, Kan., was 

elected to partner at Lathrop 

& Gage in Kansas City, Mo. 

She was a member of Phi 

Kappa Phi and worked on the 

Law Journal.

Douglas Matthews, jd ’80, 

Great Bend, Kan., is the Barton 

County attorney.

Elizabeth Phelps, ba ’83,  

jd ’85, Topeka, is the director 

of KanCare Interagency 

Coordination and Contract 

Monitoring for the Kansas 

Department of Health and 

Environment. She was an 

intern at the Law Clinic and 

a member of the Law Journal 

staff at Washburn.

Darrin Rohr, ba ’87, 

Nashville, Tenn., is the 

director of human resources 

at Bridgestone Americas Inc. 

He played football and was 

a member of Phi Kappa Phi 

while at Washburn.

Jeff Wagaman, ba ’84, Topeka, 

was appointed executive director 

of the Division of Crime Victims 

Compensation by Kansas 

Attorney General Derek Schmidt. 

He was on the Washburn Review 

staff during college.

1990s
Christopher Carter, ba ’91, 

Houston, Texas, is the CEO 

of PIDX International.

Edward Collazo, jd ’97, 

Topeka, is an attorney 

and previously worked as 

assistant district attorney for 

Shawnee County and as a law 

enforcement officer. Collazo 

is a member of the Topeka 

City Council. He was a 

member of Phi Delta Phi  

at Washburn.

Kevin Cook, ba ’96, jd ’99, 

Topeka, represents the second 

district on the Shawnee 

County Commission. He is 

a partner in the law firm of 

Cook & Fisher. Cook was a 

member of Alpha Delta and a 

Law Clinic intern.

Terry Holdren, jd ’97, 

Manhattan, Kan., was 

appointed to the Information 

Network of Kansas by  

Gov. Sam Brownback. He  

is the general counsel for the 

Kansas Farm Bureau and was 

a member of Delta Theta Phi 

at Washburn.

Brenda Kramer, aa ’94, 

bas ’00, Topeka, is a senior 

legal analyst in Security 

Benefit Corporation’s law 

department.

Alisa Mezger-Crawford, 

ba ’97, Topeka, is a 

communications associate at 

McCrite Plaza Retirement 

Community. She worked on 

the Washburn Review staff 

during college.

Anthony Powell, jd ’91, 

Wichita, Kan., was appointed 

to the Kansas Court of 

Appeals by Gov. Sam 

Brownback. Powell was a 

member of Phi Delta Phi, 

Moot Court Council and the 

Christian Legal Society while 

at Washburn.

Bill Raymond, jd ’92, 

Manhattan, Kan., is the city 

attorney in Manhattan. He 

previously served as chief 

assistant county counselor for 

Sedgwick County in Kansas. 

Raymond was an intern 

at the Law Clinic while at 

Washburn.

Joan Schultz, ba ’92,  

Topeka, was appointed to 

Gov. Sam Brownback’s 

Task Force on Reducing 

Childhood Poverty. She is 

executive director of The 

Willow Domestic Violence 

Center in Lawrence, Kan.

Patricia Sexton-Dorsey, jd ’94,  

Kansas City, Mo., is an 

attorney with Kansas City-

based law firm Polsinelli-

Shughart. She was a member 

of the Moot Court Council 

and on the staff of the Law 

Journal while at Washburn.

Suzanne (Clarke) Zurn, 

ba ’95, Reston, Va., is 

vice president of Adfero 

Group. She was a member 

of Kappa Alpha Theta, 

Panhellenic Council, Young 

Republicans, Student Council 

and Washburn Student 

Association. Zurn was 

honored as an Alumni Fellow 

in 2003.

weddings
Lisa Hardy, jd ’96, 

Baltimore, Md., and Michael 

Coltogirone on Oct. 6. She 

has a law practice, The Law 

Offices of Lisa L. Hardy,  

in Baltimore.

births
Duane Randle, ba ’97, jd ’01,  

Linn Creek, Mo., and Tara 

Randle, a girl, Clara Faith 

Randle, on Sept. 14. She 

joins sisters Eliza, 4, and 

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

during their trip to australia to observe the total solar eclipse on nov. 14, Paul and rita etzel realized 
how far Washburn’s reach extends. When Paul etzel, who received a bachelor of science in 1971 and 
serves as a Washburn University Foundation trustee, wore a Washburn shirt in Tasmania, an airport 
official recognized the ichabod brand. Photo courtesy of the Etzel family
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Phi and the International Law 

Society during college and is 

a member of the Washburn 

University Board of Regents.

Cassandra Taylor, ba ’08, 

Topeka, was named to 

Greater Topeka’s 20 under 

40. She is a project manager 

and designer at Architect 

One, P.A.

Amanda Walter, bba ’09, 

Topeka, was named to 

Greater Topeka’s 20 under 

40. She is a manager at 

Porterfield’s Flowers and 

Gifts, and was a member 

of Washburn Sales and 

Marketing Executives, 

American Business Women 

Association and Ad Astra.

wedding
David Gilligan, jd ’09, 

Hutchinson, Kan., and  

Tricia Davidson on June 2. 

He is an assistant district 

attorney for Reno County. 

Gilligan was a member of the  

Asian-American Law Student 

Association at Washburn.

births
Allison (Conner) Jaksa, 

ba ’03, Shawnee, Kan., and 

Frank Jaksa III, bba ’03, 

twins Julia Mae and Jacob 

Conner, on Dec. 29. They 

join brother Joseph Michael, 

4. Allison is a stores and 

education project manager at 

Beauty Brands Salon & Spa, 

and Frank is vice president of 

sales at Creative Marketing.

2010s
Joshua Decker, jd ’12, 

Topeka, is an associate 

attorney at Topeka firm 

Coffman, DeFries  

& Nothern.

Tanay Forsberg, b ed ’11, 

Lawrence, Kan., received the 

Kansas Horizon Award for 

excellence in teaching. She is 

a special education teacher  

for grades kindergarten 

through third at Rochester 

Elementary School.

Nicholas Jefferson, jd ’12, 

Topeka, is an associate at 

Alderson, Alderson, Weiler, 

Conklin, Burghart & Crow 

LLC focusing on intellectual 

property, oil and gas, 

environmental law and  

water law.

Steven Lautt, jd ’12, Minot, 

N.D., is an associate at the 

law firm Pringle & Herigstad 

PC. He was a member of the 

Law Journal staff and the 

Federalists Society  

at Washburn.

Matt Lazzo, ba ’11, Wichita, 

Kan., qualified for New York 

Life’s Executive Council. 

He played golf at Washburn.

Caley (Onek) Love, ba ’11,  

Montezuma, Kan., is 

director of communications 

for the Kansas Securities 

Commission. Gov. Sam 

Brownback appointed her to 

the Kansas Advisory Group 

on Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention. 

Love was a member of the 

Leadership Institute, Nonoso, 

Mortar Board and Future 

Alumni Network, as well 

as president of Washburn 

Student Government 

Association.

Garrett Love, bba ’10, 

Montezuma, Kan., is the 

majority whip for the Kansas 

Senate and chairman of the 

Committee on Agriculture. 

He owns Western Kansas 

Pheasant Hunts. Love played 

basketball, was a member 

of the Leadership Institute 

and served as president 

of Washburn Student 

Government Association.

Andrew T. Newcomer, jd ’12, 

Great Falls, Mont., is an 

associate attorney with 

Ugrin Alexander Zadick and 

Higgins. He was articles 

editor of the Law Journal.

Ashton Rucker, ba ’11, 

Meriden, Kan., is a public 

information officer in the 

communications office at the 

Kansas Department of Health 

and Environment.

Rebecca Sisk, jd ’12, 

Wichita, Kan., practices 

family law at Joseph, 

Hollander & Craft in 

Wichita. She was a member  

of Phi Alpha Delta while  

at Washburn.

Regina Stephenson, ba ’11, 

Topeka, is an online editor  

at The Topeka Capital-

Journal. She was a member 

of Alpha Lambda Delta, 

Washburn Game Club and 

Student Film and Video, and 

also worked on the Washburn 

Review staff.

Rachel Whitten, ba ’10,  

Topeka, is the communications 

director for Kansas House 

Speaker Ray Merrick. She 

previously worked as a public 

information officer for the 

Department of Children  

and Families.

wedding
Meghann Greene, bsn ’11,  

Topeka, and Clark 

Boatright, ba ’11, in June. 

Meghann is a nurse at 

Stormont-Vail HealthCare. 

She was a member of Circle K  

and Campus Crusade for 

Christ. Clark is a sixth-grade 

history teacher at Robinson 

Middle School in Topeka. He 

was a member of Phi Alpha 

Theta, Phi Kappa Phi and 

Alpha Lambda Delta.

births
Lindsay (Sollars) Carraway, 

bsn ’12, Topeka, and Colin 

Carraway, a boy, Thomas 

Joseph, on Sept. 9. Lindsay 

is a nurse in the emergency 

department of Stormont-Vail 

HealthCare.

friends
James Concannon, professor, 

former dean, School of Law, 

received the Justice Award 

from the Kansas Supreme 

Court. He joined the faculty 

at the law school in 1973 and 

was dean from 1988 to 2001.

Norah, 2. Duane is a partner 

at Price & Randle LLC. He 

was a member of Phi Delta 

Theta, Washburn Student 

Association, Washburn 

Student Government 

Association, Campus 

Activities Board, Order of 

Omega, Sagamore, Blue Key 

and Panhellenic Council.

2000s
Samantha (Parks) Angell,  

jd ’00, Salina, was appointed 

to the Kansas State Board  

of Indigent Defense Services 

by Gov. Sam Brownback.  

She is a partner at Achterberg 

& Angell law firm and was 

a member of the student 

division of the Kansas Bar 

Association and International 

Law Society while  

at Washburn.

Zachary Anshutz, jd ’05,  

Topeka, is assistant 

commissioner at the Kansas 

Insurance Department.

Matthew Bergmann, ba ’01, 

jd ’05, Silver Lake, Kan., was 

named to Greater Topeka’s 

20 under 40. He is a partner 

at Frieden, Unrein & Forbes, 

LLP. Bergmann was a member 

of Delta Sigma Psi and 

Who’s Who Among Students 

at American Colleges & 

Universities at Washburn.

Vincent Bowhay, ba ’08, 

Hays, Kan., is assistant 

director of the Memorial 

Union at Fort Hays State 

University. He was a member 

of Sigma Phi Epsilon 

and Washburn Student 

Government Association.

Bill Crooks, bba ’01, mba ’06, 

Olathe, Kan., co-founded Big 

Rig Billboards LLC. He and 

wife Allison Crooks also had 

a baby boy, Matthew. Bill 

Crooks played baseball and 

was a member of Who’s Who 

Among Students at American 

Colleges and Universities 

while at Washburn.

Tara (Kemp) Cunningham, 

ba ’00, Surprise, Ariz., received 

a doctor of education degree 

from Arizona State University 

and is assistant dean of 

admissions and recruitment 

at the University of Arizona 

College of Medicine, Phoenix. 

She was Washburn Student 

Government Association 

president and a member of 

Nonoso, Campus Democrats, 

Dancing Blues and Phi Kappa 

Phi at Washburn.

Sheyvette Dinkens, bs ’06,  

Topeka, was named to 

Greater Topeka’s 20 under 40.  

She is founder of Women 

Empowerment Inc.

Andrew Dunlap, ba ’09, 

Olathe, Kan., is an account 

coordinator at Allebach 

Communications. He 

also co-founded and edits 

MidcoastStation.com, 

an entertainment news 

and reviews blog. Dunlap 

worked on the staffs for the 

Washburn Review and Kaw.

Michael Fleming, jd ’01, 

Leawood, Kan., is the 

legislative chairman for 

the Kansas Association for 

Justice. He was a member  

of International Law Society 

and Tax Law Society  

at Washburn.

Lena (Bronson) Hayden,  

ba ’02, Topeka, was named 

to Greater Topeka’s 20 under 

40. She owns Nos Vemos 

Greetings and was a member 

of the Washburn Student  

Art Association, Spanish 

Club, Who’s Who Among 

Students at American 

Colleges and Universities  

and the Dancing Blues.

Amanda (Millard) Hughes, 

ba ’00, Topeka, was named to 

Greater Topeka’s 20 under  

40. She is the assistant 

director of university relations 

at Washburn.

Jarrod Kieffer, ba ’02, 

Wichita, Kan., is a partner  

at Stinson Morrison  

Hecker LLP.

Chris McGee, bba ’00, 

Topeka, is a member of 

the Topeka Community 

Foundation board of 

directors. He was a member 

of Sigma Phi Epsilon, Delta 

Sigma Pi and Blue Key while 

at Washburn.

Emily (Friedstrom) McGee, 

ba ’01, Topeka, was named to 

Greater Topeka’s 20 under 40. 

She was a member of Kappa 

Alpha Theta, Nonoso and the 

tennis team at Washburn.

Ashley McMillan, ba ’05, 

Concordia, Kan., is the 

interim executive director 

of CloudCorp, an economic 

development agency serving 

Concordia and Cloud 

County. She was a member 

of Zeta Tau Alpha, the 

Leadership Institute and 

Nonoso, as well as the 

president of Washburn 

Student Government 

Association.

Scott Schneider, jd ’03, 

Wichita, Kan., is a lobbyist 

and president of Schneider 

Public Strategies, which 

represents such clients as the 

City of Derby, Uncork Kansas 

and Shell Oil.

Matthew Scrivner, ba ’07,  

b music ’07, Kansas City, 

Mo., is a student at the 

University of Missouri-

Kansas City Conservatory 

of Music and Dance, where 

he performed in the operetta 

“Die Lustige Witwe.”

Allyson Shove, bba ’01, 

Topeka, was named to Greater 

Topeka’s 20 under 40. She is 

a development and marketing 

coordinator at TARC Inc.

Grant Sourk, ba ’01, mls ’05, 

Topeka, was appointed to 

the Topeka/Shawnee County 

Landmarks Commission and 

is a member of the Leadership 

Greater Topeka class of 2013. 

He was a member of Phi 

Delta Theta at Washburn.

Jennifer (Sifford) Sourk, 

bba ’01, jd ’05, mba ’08, 

Topeka, was promoted 

to director of the Kansas 

Insurance Department’s 

consumer assistance division. 

She was a member of Alpha 

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.
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in Hayward, Calif., as well as 

a professor in the California 

State College system. He  

was a member of Alpha  

Delta and played tennis  

while at Washburn.

Donna (Testerman) Love,  

ba ’43, 90, Topeka, on Dec. 1.  

A professor emerita, she 

taught the first social work 

case course at Washburn and 

developed the university’s 

social work graduate degree  

in the early 1990s. Love 

taught until she was 86 years 

old and was the chairwoman 

of the social work department 

until 1992. Survivors include 

son Todd Love, ba ’85,  

jd ’88, Topeka.

Frank O’Toole, ba ’49, 85, 

Santa Ana, Calif., on Nov. 19.  

He was director of display 

advertising at the Los Angeles 

Times from 1988 to 1992. 

He began working at the 

Times in 1964, starting as 

a national advertising sales 

representative. Among his 

many achievements at the 

publication was launching 

The Book Review. 

Leon Pate, ba ’49, 89, 

Molino, Fla., on Jan. 1. He 

served in the Navy during 

World War II before working 

as a real estate broker and 

entrepreneur.

Roberta (Kingman) 

Paulette, ba ’43, 92, 

Albuquerque, N.M., on Jan. 3.  

She was a graphic artist 

at Stanley Consultants in 

Muscatine, Iowa. Paulette was 

a member of Kappa Alpha 

Theta, Nonoso and Who’s 

Who Among Students at 

American Colleges  

and Universities while  

at Washburn.

LaVera (Bennett) Radcliff, 

b music ’48, 86, Fort Smith, 

Ark., on Nov. 1. She was a 

homemaker and volunteer for 

March of Dimes, National 

Cancer Society and Girl 

Scouts and Boy Scouts. 

Survivors include son Melvin 

Radcliff, b music ’79, Fort 

Smith, Ark.

Jodie (Boyle) Rardin, ba ’47,  

86, Topeka, on Oct. 5. She 

was an interior decorator 

at Tindall’s and Moore’s 

furniture stores. While at 

Washburn, Rardin was a 

member of Delta Gamma, Phi 

Sigma Chi, Nonoso and the 

spirit squad. Survivors include 

son Bruce Honeyman, aa ’77, 

Fresno, Calif.

Bette (Ericksen) Whiteside, 

ba ’42, 91, Gladstone, Mo., 

on Sept. 29. She was a teacher 

at Children’s Center for the 

Visually Impaired. Whiteside 

was a member of Delta 

Gamma and Pi Gamma Mu 

at Washburn.

1950s
Vincent Bogart, jd ’55, 89, 

Wichita, Kan., on March 26, 

2012. He served in the Air 

Force, receiving the Asiatic 

Pacific Ribbon and Victory 

Medal. Bogart was a longtime 

lawmaker and attorney in 

Kansas and served on the 

Board of Regents.

John Brimer, jd ’56, 85, 

Wichita, Kan., on Nov. 25. 

He served in the Navy before 

working for the Wichita 

Police Department and 

practicing law in Wichita.

Stan Emerson, ba ’50, 84, 

Overland Park, Kan., on Nov. 9.  

He owned the advertising 

firm Emerson-Franzke Inc. 

and was president of the 

company for 30 years. During 

college, Emerson was a 

member of Phi Delta Theta.

Patricia (Reed) Foster,  

b ed ’57, 77, Topeka, on Oct. 20.  

She was an elementary school 

teacher and real estate agent. 

Foster was a member of 

Delta Gamma, Washburn 

Education Association, 

Nonoso and Student Council 

while at Washburn.

Fran (Rissler) Hathaway,  

b ed ’58, 86, Topeka, on Oct. 6.  

She was an English teacher in 

the Shawnee Heights school 

district in Topeka for more 

than 40 years. Survivors 

include daughter Kelley 

Hathaway-Beuchat, bs ’83, 

bs ’84, Topeka, and son-in-law  

Ron Beuchat, bs ’83, bs ’84, 

Topeka.

Clarence Martinek, bba ’53,  

86, Topeka, on Oct. 21. He 

co-founded Martinek & 

Flynn Siding and Windows. 

Survivors include daughter 

Tina (Martinek) Hunter, 

bba ’94, Topeka, and 

grandson Michael Hatesohl, 

bba ’05, Topeka.

William J. Neal, bs ’56, 

81, Knoxville, Tenn., on 

Sept. 27, 2011.

Mary Pierson, ba ’51, 83, 

Bend, Ore., on Nov. 11. 

She was a member of Kappa 

Alpha Theta and Kappa Mu 

Epsilon while at Washburn. 

Survivors include sister 

Martha (Maynard) Brown, 

ba ’51, Topeka.

Walter Sawhill, jd ’50, 91, 

Haysville, Kan., on Dec. 11.  

He was an attorney and 

municipal judge. Sawhill was 

a member of Delta Theta Phi 

while at Washburn.

Kathleen (Falley) Shutt,  

b ed ’59, 75, Topeka, on Oct. 16.  

She was an elementary school 

teacher for more than 40 years.  

Shutt was a member of Delta 

Gamma. Survivors include 

sons Eric Shutt, bba ’97, 

Topeka, and Ryan Shutt,  

bba ’01, Topeka.

Sylvester Skoch, b ed ’55, 

96, Seneca, Kan., on Nov. 14.  

He served in the Army, 

including World War II and 

the Korean Conf lict. Skoch 

was a longtime educator, 

beginning in the 1930s in 

Dewey, Kan. He later worked 

as an elementary teacher, 

principal and basketball 

coach, retiring in 1977.

Richard Walraven, 

bba ’56, jd ’59, 78, Prescott, 

Ariz., on Dec. 29. He owned 

a law practice in Arizona 

and served on the Prescott 

City Council. Walraven 

was a member of Alpha 

Delta, Sagamore, Pi Gamma 

Mu and the track team 

at Washburn.

IN MEMORY

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

1930s
Frances (Cooper) Roskam, 

ba ’37, 96, Wichita, Kan., 

on May 15. She was a legal 

secretary and received a 75-

year membership pin from 

Alpha Phi. Roskam was also  

a member of Pi Gamma Mu 

at Washburn.

Eldon Sloan, jd ’33, 103, 

Topeka, on Dec. 16. He 

served in the Navy during 

World War II and practiced 

law in Topeka at Sloan, 

Hamilton & Sloan. Sloan was 

a police judge from 1941 to 

1944, director of valuation 

for the State of Kansas from 

1957 to 1960 and a member 

of the Board of Regents from 

1964 to 1968. At the time of 

his death, he was the oldest 

member of the Kansas Bar 

Association. He also was a 

member of the School of Law 

faculty. Survivors include 

cousin James Sloan, ba ’50, 

jd ’52, honorary doctor of 

humane letters ’09, Topeka.

1940s
James E. Foster, bba ’49, 

87, Topeka, on Nov. 17. He 

served in the Army Air Corps 

during World War II and 

in the Air Force Reserves, 

achieving the rank of major. 

Foster worked as a branch 

manager for the Securities 

Acceptance Corporation 

office in Great Bend, Kan., 

then as executive vice 

president at Topeka Bank 

and Trust. He retired in 1991 

from the Credit Bureau of 

Topeka. He was preceded in 

death by his wife of 61 years, 

Doris (O’Malley) Foster,  

ba ’49. Survivors include  

son Mark Foster, bs ’81,  

Longmont, Colo., and 

daughter Susan (Foster) 

Nelson, b ed ’73, Shawnee 

Mission, Kan.

Robert Gatewood IV, ba ’47,  

93, Kansas City, Mo., on 

April 2, 2012. He was a 

master sergeant in the Army 

before working as a counselor 

for the State of Kansas. 

Gatewood was a regional 

representative with the 

Employment and Training 

Administration and director 

of the Office of Civil Rights 

for the U.S. Department of 

Labor. He was a member of 

Kappa Alpha Psi while at 

Washburn. Survivors include 

wife Elodius (Turner) 

Gatewood, ba ’41, Kansas 

City, Mo.

Donald J. Green, ba ’48, 

bba ’48, 95, Riverside, Calif., 

on May 21. He achieved 

the rank of colonel in the 

Army Air Corps, serving as 

a fighter pilot during World 

War II. His awards included 

the Silver Star, Distinguished 

Flying Cross and Purple 

Heart. Green was the dean of 

business at Chabot College 

41 In Memory
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McArthur, b ed ’73, Topeka.

Gary McIntyre, bba ’66, 

69, Albuquerque, N.M., on 

March 16, 2012. He served 

in the Army, including the 

Vietnam War. 

Gerald Mitchell, ba ’67, 67, 

Hays, Kan., on June 30. He 

served in the Army Reserve 

before teaching and coaching 

high school for nearly 30 

years. Mitchell won more 

than 300 games coaching 

high school girls basketball.

Charles Mooneyham,  

bba ’66, 81, Topeka, on  

Nov. 6. He served in the Air 

Force before working for 

more than 40 years as  

a telegraph operator, 

dispatcher and station agent 

at Santa Fe Railroad.

Donald Norris, bba ’63, 78, 

Wichita, Kan., on Jan. 2. He 

served in the Navy during the 

Korean Conf lict and was the 

founder of Norris Training 

Systems, which provided 

pre-licensing training for 

insurance agents. Norris also 

worked as a dispatcher for the 

Topeka Police Department 

and Kansas Highway Patrol. 

He was a member of Delta 

Sigma Psi at Washburn.

Lila (Duncan) Paslay, ba ’67,  

77, Topeka, on Dec. 20. She 

worked at Capper Junior 

High and Topeka West High 

School before serving as 

director of the TARC Inc. 

While at Washburn, Paslay 

was a member of Angel Flight 

and Phi Kappa Phi. Survivors 

include son Mark Paslay,  

ba ’90, Auburn, Kan.

Don Roberts, bba ’60, 

78, Topeka, on Nov. 18. 

He served in the Air Force 

during the Korean Conf lict 

and worked as a CPA for the 

federal government until 

retiring in 1987. 

Mary Sebrell, b ed ’67, 68, 

Marin, Calif., on May 8. 

She retired from Wells Fargo 

Bank after more than 20 years 

in the bond and portfolio 

management departments.

Benjamin Sperry, ba ’68, 67, 

Olathe, Kan., on Dec. 26. He 

taught high school English 

in Topeka, Wichita and 

Andover, Kan.

Clayton Stewart, ba ’65, 

69, Grandview, Mo., on 

Dec. 15. He was a salesman 

for Sinclair Oil, General 

Box, Mechanics Choice and 

Fastenal before working as an 

independent courier.

Lester Vahsholtz, bfa ’66, 70, 

Lenexa, Kan., on Dec. 8. He 

was a member of Delta Sigma 

Psi while at Washburn.

Mayme (Merillat) Weir, 

m ed ’68, 91, Topeka, on 

Nov. 27. She worked as a rate 

clerk at Santa Fe Railway, 

then as a teacher at Clay 

Elementary School and an 

instructional specialist for the 

Topeka School District.

1970s
John B. Black, jd ’76, 66, 

Salina, Kan., on Jan. 4. He 

was an attorney and teacher. 

Black was a member of Delta 

Theta Phi, an intern at the 

Law Clinic and worked on 

the Law Journal staff while at 

Washburn. Survivors include 

wife Karen (Lambert) Black, 

jd ’76, Salina.

Tim Brant, bba ’77, 58, 

Coffeyville, Kan., on Aug. 8. 

He was a sales representative 

for Southeast Kansas Tool 

and Manufacturing.

Roy Craig IV, bba ’79, 55, 

St. Louis, Mo., on June 7. 

He played football and was a 

member of Sigma Phi Epsilon 

while at Washburn.

Louis Demers, ba ’71, as ’81, 

75, Topeka, on Jan. 11. He 

served in the Army military 

police during the Vietnam 

War and was a licensed 

mental health technician at 

the Menninger Clinic.

Earl Desch, ba ’70, 64, 

Kansas City, Mo., on Sept. 27.  

He was a social worker for the 

homeless in Kansas City.

Glen Froelich, jd ’77, 66, 

Lenexa, Kan., on Dec. 11. He 

served in the Army, including 

during the Vietnam War, and 

was an Eagle Scout. Froelich 

was a sole practitioner who 

specialized in real estate and 

probate law.

James Golden, ba ’74, 62, 

Lancaster, Calif., on Nov. 6.  

He served in the Air Force 

and was a commercial 

pilot before a long career 

as a mechanical engineer 

in California, Kansas, 

Oklahoma and Texas. Golden 

was a member of the rowing 

team while at Washburn.

Philip Gosling, ba ’71, 71, 

Goff, Kan., on Oct. 12. He 

served in the Air Force during 

the Vietnam War before 

working at Victory State 

Bank and Home State Bank 

in Kansas City, Kan. Gosling 

later became president of First 

State Bank of Goff.

Myron Hausheer, jd ’74, 78, 

Topeka, on Jan. 4. He also 

had a medical degree and 

owned a general practice  

in western Kansas before 

moving to Topeka, where 

he worked at Disability 

Determination Services for 

the State of Kansas.

Robb Hoover, ba ’73, 77, 

Omaha, Neb., on Oct. 29.  

He served in the Army 

and Air Force and was an 

electronic warfare officer. 

Hoover also worked as 

a senior military analyst 

for Science Applications 

International Corporation.

Leona Horn, b ed ’71, 79, 

Topeka, on Dec. 29. She 

worked as a legal secretary 

before a 24-year career as  

an elementary school teacher 

in Topeka. She is survived 

by daughters Connie (Horn) 

Brunton, b ed ’74, Topeka, 

and Cynthia Horn, ba ’87, 

Topeka; and son Gregory Horn, 

aa ’86, ba ’89, Olathe, Kan.

LaFerne (Groves) Kayhill, 

ba ’70, 91, Topeka, on 

Oct. 27. She worked 

as a neuropsychology 

technician at the Veterans 

Administration Medical 

Center for more than  

30 years.

Don L. Walters, bba ’50, 

86, Topeka, on Dec. 2. He 

served in the Navy during 

World War II and owned 

Walters Super Saver grocery 

store in Potwin for 40 years. 

Survivors include daughter 

Joyce (Walters) Merryman, 

bs ’73, Topeka.

1960s
Charles Cline, jd ’62, 80, 

Wichita, Kan., on Feb. 16, 2012. 

He served in the Air Force 

Reserve, retiring as a lieutenant 

colonel, before working at the 

law firm Jochems, Sargent & 

Blaes in Wichita. Cline worked 

on the Law Journal staff at 

Washburn.

Clare (Waterfall) Eastwood, 

ba ’62, 95, Melbourne, 

Australia, on Oct. 27. She 

was executive director of the 

Kansas State Employment 

Service and a teacher. 

Eastwood was a member  

of Phi Kappa Phi while  

at Washburn.

Lucius Eckles, ba ’63, 76, 

Syracuse, N.Y., on Sept. 28. 

He served in the Air Force 

and was vice president at 

Barlow Johnson Advertising. 

Eckles played tennis and was 

a member of Sagamore while 

at Washburn.

Raymond Goldsmith, bs ’68,  

84, Topeka, on Nov. 26. 

He served in the Navy 

during World War II before 

working for 34 years as an 

environmental chemist at 

Santa Fe Railroad. Survivors 

include wife Jeannette 

(Mathis) Goldsmith,  

bsn ’83, Topeka.

Carol (Stephens) Harrison, 

b ed ’64, 70, Olathe, Kan., 

on Aug. 22. She taught 

kindergarten for more 

than 40 years at Roseland 

Elementary in Shawnee 

Mission, Kan., and Black 

Bob Elementary in Olathe. 

Harrison was a member 

of Kappa Alpha Theta at 

Washburn.

Leland Harrison, ba ’62, 73, 

Topeka, on Nov. 18.  

He owned a Dairy Queen  

in Topeka. Survivors include 

son Joseph Harrison,  

bba ’93, Topeka.

Esther (Kasson) Lietz, b ed ’62,  

107, Topeka, on Nov. 20. She 

was a teacher in Wabaunsee 

County, at Paxico Grade 

School and at Topeka 

Lutheran School. 

Josephine (Carson) Luther, 

ba ’63, 75, Springfield, Mo., 

on Sept. 22. She was a nurse 

and teacher. Luther was a 

member of the Washburn 

Education Association  

during college.

Madge (Jones) McArthur, 

b ed ’67, ma ’70, 93, Topeka, 

on Sept. 29. She taught in 

Topeka public schools for 

20 years before retiring in 

1984. McArthur also owned 

Jayhawk Junior Preschool in 

Lawrence, Kan. Survivors 

include daughter Sally 

(McArthur) Mayo, b ed ’70,  

Topeka, and son John 

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

pEggY MaRMET, ForMer Tennis coach, 73, ToPeKa, on ocT. 19

Peggy "Peg" Marmet was a coach and teacher at Washburn for 33 years, 

including leading the men’s and women’s tennis teams. she is the school’s 

all-time leader in wins by a tennis coach with a record of 219-102 with the men 

from 1977 to 1999 and 182-87 with the women from 1976 to 1999.

Marmet, a member of Washburn’s athletics hall of Fame, led the lady blues to the 

Miaa championship in 1991 and won the naia (national association of intercollegiate 

athletics) district 10 coach of the year award three times. she also was the Midwest 

region iTa (international Tennis association) co-coach of the year in 1997.

Marmet built the tennis program to one of the most respected in the region 

within five years of taking over as coach. she was 2-20 in her first seasons, but 

by the early 1980s, Washburn consistently competed for conference championships.

The ichabods had just one losing season in her last four years, and her final lady blues team was 18-3.

Marmet also served as coach of the gymnastics team from 1967 to 1972 and track team from 1977 to 1979.

Marmet came to Washburn from Topeka West high school, where she was a teacher and head track and 

gymnastics coach. she was inducted into West’s hall of Fame in 2000.

during her time as a high school coach, Marmet led the track team to indoor and outdoor state titles in 1975-76.

she is survived by husband Paul Marmet, Topeka; daughters stacy lasswell, emmett, Kan., and nicole 

stuke, shawnee, Kan.; brothers John griebat, carbondale, and James griebat, bba ’71, Westminster, colo.; and 

grandchildren sydney, braden, cassidy and Zane.



Donald Krueger, jd ’75, 66, 

Emporia, Kan., on Oct. 2. 

He served in the Air Force, 

achieving the rank of staff 

sergeant, before working as 

a criminal defense and civil 

attorney in Emporia. Krueger 

was an intern in the Law 

Clinic at Washburn.

Walt Metzger, bba ’74, 

64, Topeka, on Jan. 9. He 

was a staff sergeant in the 

Army during the Vietnam 

War, earning a Bronze Star. 

Metzger worked for Bartlett 

& West Consulting Engineers 

and Fleming Construction 

Services before owning and 

operating Metzco Equipment 

Company.  He was a member 

of Delta Sigma Psi at 

Washburn. Survivors include 

wife Wanda (Wilson) 

Metzger, bba ’80, Topeka, 

and daughter Kristen 

(Metzger) Hren, 

bs ’99, Topeka. 

Loretta (Attebury) Ortiz, 

b ed ’76, 56, Topeka, on Jan. 19,  

2011. She was a teacher at 

Lafayette Elementary in 

Topeka before working for the 

Office of Legislative Services. 

Ortiz later worked as benefits 

systems administrator for 

Hill’s Pet Nutrition and 

senior analyst benefits system 

administrator for Payless 

ShoeSource. Survivors include 

sister Jean Attebury,  

b ed ’71, Topeka.

William Pfeifer, jd ’79, 

81, Topeka, on Dec. 27. 

He was a lieutenant colonel 

in the Air Force, rating as 

a master navigator during 

his 20-plus years of service, 

which included awards such 

as the Distinguished Flying 

Cross and commendation 

medal. Pfeifer also worked 

in the district court trustees 

office for Shawnee County. 

Survivors include daughter 

Belinda (Pfeifer) Clark,  

aa ’94, Hoyt, Kan.

1980s
Sandy (Symons) Ashworth, 

bba ’87, 65, Roanoke, Texas, 

on Jan. 6. She worked at 

Westar for 35 years, retiring 

as director of payroll services.

Steven Deiter, jd ’81, 57, 

Sabetha, Kan., on Oct. 21.  

He owned a private practice 

before becoming Nemaha 

County attorney and city 

attorney in Wylie, Texas. 

Deiter and his family 

returned to Sabetha in 1994, 

and he was appointed district 

magistrate judge. Survivors 

include wife Elizabeth 

Ensley Deiter, ba ’81, 

Sabetha.

David Ely, aa ’88, 59, 

Topeka, on Oct. 4. Survivors 

include wife Pat Simpson,  

aa ’77, Topeka.

David Gogian, ba ’99, 

m cj ’04, 50, Topeka, on  

Dec. 16. He was an officer in 

the Topeka Police Department 

and died in the line of duty. 

Gogian served in the Marines 

and Kansas Air National 

Guard and as a reserve police 

officer. Survivors include wife 

Simona (Edington) Gogian, 

bs ’03, Topeka.

Janet Helsel, jd ’82, 57, 

Wichita, Kan., on Jan. 10. 

She practiced law for 30 

years in Wichita, focusing on 

family and juvenile law.

James Hopkins, ba ’85, 

50, Topeka, on Oct. 17. He 

was an assistant manager at 

Walmart in Topeka. Survivors 

include brother Thomas 

Hopkins, ba ’94, Topeka.

Jan Jennings, ba ’85, 60, 

Topeka, on Dec. 13. She was 

a freelance artist. Jennings 

was a member of Alpha Phi.

Doris (Vaught) Kehler, aa ’87,  

79, Topeka, on Nov. 24, 

2011. She worked at Social and 

Rehabilitation Services, the 

Department of Education and 

The Topeka Capital-Journal. 

Survivors include brother 

Raymond Vaught,  

bba ’52, Topeka.

Randy Koeliker, as ’85, 52, 

Highland, Kan., on June 1. 

He was a physical therapist and 

retired as a project manager 

engineer for the Army.

John Nicol, certificate ’85, 

64, Topeka, on Oct. 14. He 

served in the Army, including 

the Vietnam War, before 

joining the Topeka Fire 

Department, where he worked 

for nearly 30 years. 

Frank Niles, bba ’83, 

61, Topeka, on Dec. 13. 

He served in the Marines 

and Kansas Air National 

Guard. Niles worked as an 

auditor, accountant and 

program manager for the 

State of Kansas; and at the 

Veterans Administration 

Shared Service Center. 

Survivors include daughter 

Katherine (Niles) Nikodym, 

ba ’05, Benbrook, Texas; 

and companion Nadine 

Martinez, ba ’79, Topeka.

Betty (McKinnie) Stapleton, 

b ed ’82, 82, Nampa, Idaho, 

on Oct. 5. She was a teacher 

and served on the Unified 

School District 501  

school board.

1990s
Anthony Deghand, ba ’99, 

51, Topeka, on Sept. 29. He 

worked at Westar Energy. 

Survivors include sisters 

Theresa (Deghand) Tetuan, 

bsn ’81, Topeka, and Cheryl 

(Deghand) Deuser, aa ’99, 

ba ’02, Topeka.

Roger Taylor II, bs ’90,  

62, Liberty, Mo., on Dec. 27.  

He was a child advocate  

with Court Appointed  

Special Advocates.

Pamela (Stonebraker) 

Vanover, certificate ’95, 55, 

Topeka, on Dec. 31. 

2000s
Jeff Atherly, bs ’09, 29, 

Topeka, on Dec. 16. He was 

an officer in the Topeka 

Police Department and died 

in the line of duty. Atherly 

also worked at the Topeka 

Correctional Facility and was 

a member of Kappa Sigma 

while at Washburn. Survivors 

include mother Susan 

(Inthurn) Bernhardt, b ed ’78, 

m ed ’89, Topeka.
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Elizabeth (Huntsman) 

Myers, jd ’04, 37, Bonner 

Springs, Kan., on Nov. 28. 

She was a child support 

enforcement attorney for 

the State of Kansas and 

worked as a family law 

associate attorney in Johnson 

County. Myers was an intern 

at the Law Clinic while at 

Washburn.

Jeffrey Randle, ba ’01, 42, 

Ulysses, Kan., on Dec. 2.  

He served in the Navy 

and worked for Social and 

Rehabilitation Services and 

Western Prairie Care Home.

Tonia (Martin) Taylor, msw ’06,  

45, Ogden, Kan., on Jan. 7.  

She was the co-founder 

of the Restoration Center 

behavioral service program 

in Manhattan and Junction 

City, Kan. Survivors include 

husband Carl Taylor,  

msw ’04, Ogden.

2010s
Ashley (Bacon) Alcala, 

msw ’10, 34, Topeka, on 

Oct. 18. She was a social 

worker at Stormont-Vail 

HealthCare and owner of 

Alcala Counseling Services.

friends
Jene (Hillyer) Angel, 60, 

Topeka, on Nov. 10. She 

taught in the education 

department at Washburn, 

was the first director of 

Kansas Families for KIDS 

and the executive director of 

Kansas Adoptive and Foster 

Families. Survivors include 

husband Stephen Angel, 

professor and chairman 

of Washburn’s chemistry 

department; children Troy, 

R. Pattrik, Ashlei, Arislyn, 

Anna and Aubrie; and 16 

grandchildren.

Vicki Berberich, 70, Osage 

City, Kan., on Oct. 14. She 

retired from Washburn’s 

university mailing and 

printing services in 2004.

Kenneth Burgen, 80, 

Topeka, on Jan. 4. He was a 

communications specialist 

at the Washburn police 

department. Burgen served in 

the Navy during the Korean 

Conf lict and worked at 

Henry Manufacturing,  

Kent-Brown Chevrolet and 

United Corporation.

Mary (Laughlin) Dibble, 

90, Topeka, on Oct. 17. 

An attendee, she and her 

late husband William 

Dibble, bba ’49, were 

longtime donors. In 2005, 

Mary Dibble established 

the William Lyman Dibble 

Professorship in Financial 

Management and Reporting, 

an endowed professorship in 

the School of Business. The 

Dibbles’ generosity included 

supporting the Bradbury 

Thompson Alumni Center 

and Mulvane Art Museum. 

Survivors include son 

Frederick Dibble, bba ’75, 

McLean, Va., and grandson 

William Dibble II, ba ’98, 

Overland Park, Kan.

Janice Fluke, 73, Topeka, 

on Dec. 10. She was a 

receptionist at the Washburn 

University Foundation.

Sue (Trueblood) Goodell, 

81, Topeka, on Dec. 8. A 

member of the Whiting 

Society and Delta Gamma, 

she attended Washburn. 

Survivors include husband 

Gerald Goodell, bba ’54, 

jd ’58, honorary doctor of 

laws ’02, Topeka, a trustee 

of the Washburn University 

Foundation and former 

adjunct instructor at the 

School of Law.

Fern Larsen, 94, Topeka, on 

Dec. 28. She worked in the 

sociology and anthropology 

department at Washburn, 

retiring in 1985.

Michael Manske, 54, 

Overland Park, Kan., on 

Nov. 26. He was an associate 

professor of criminal 

justice from 1994 until his 

death. Manske received the 

Fleming Teaching Award at 

Washburn. Manske was a  

32-year veteran of the 

Marines, achieving the rank 

of colonel before retiring. 

He fought in Desert Storm 

and in Iraq in 2003 and 

2005. Manske’s awards 

include the Legion of Merit, 

Meritorious Service Medal, 

Navy and Marine Corps 

Commendation Medal, 

Navy and Marine Corps 

Achievement Medal and the 

Combat Action Ribbon.

Richard Moellenberndt, 

71, Topeka, on Nov. 24. He 

retired in 2012 after teaching 

in Washburn’s School 

of Business for 35 years. 

Moellenberndt also worked as 

a professor of accounting at 

Wichita State.

Violet Pickell, 62, Topeka, 

on Nov. 27. She was a nurse 

in the Army and worked 

in facilities services at 

Washburn.

Joseph Satten, 91, San 

Francisco, Calif., on Dec. 28.  

He was a professor in the 

School of Law.

Ruth Steele, 89, Topeka, 

on Nov. 18. She was an 

administrative assistant for 

more than 30 years to the vice 

president of academic affairs at 

Washburn.

Harry Ware Jr., 84, 

Topeka, on Nov. 12. He 

was a Washburn University 

Foundation trustee from 1988 

to 1997 and participated in 

several Alumni Association 

trips. Ware served in the 

Air Force and was active in 

the travel industry for more 

than 60 years. He owned 

King Travel Service (later 

Jade Travel). Ware attended 

Washburn, where he was a 

member of Alpha Delta and 

the marching band.

Delphine Yelen, 76, Topeka, 

on Dec. 15. She was a longtime 

professor in the psychology 

department at Washburn. 

Yelen taught at the university 

for 38 years, including a 

six-year stint as department 

chairwoman. She was integral 

in the implementation of 

Washburn’s graduate program 

for psychology.

48 In Memory 46*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.
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ALUMNI EVENTS
APRIL
26  After Hours, 5 p.m.
27  Alumni Awards banquet, Washburn Room, 
 Memorial Union, 6 p.m.
28 Alumni Association baseball tailgate, Falley Field, noon.

MAY
3  After Hours, 5 p.m.
8  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, Overland Park,  

Kan., 5:30 p.m.

10-11  Golden Reunion, Memorial Union and Stauffer Commons

24 – June 1        Alumni Association trip to Pacific Northwest

JuNE
12  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, Overland Park, 

Kan., 5:30 p.m.
14  After Hours, 5 p.m.
22  “Tools in Motion” reception (complimentary refreshments 

before the exhibition opens at Mulvane Art Museum), TBA
22  MIAA Night with the T-Bones, 5:30 p.m., 

CommunityAmerica Ballpark, Kansas City, Kan.

JuLY
10  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, Overland Park, 

Kan., 5:30 p.m.
12  After Hours, 5 p.m.

AuGuST
9  After Hours, 5 p.m.
14  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, Overland Park, 

Kan., 5:30 p.m.

Alumni events are in the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center, unless 
otherwise noted. For more information, including updates on new events, 
visit washburn.edu/alumni.

MULVANE EXHIBITS & EVENTS
JuNE 1-2
Mountain/Plains Art Fair
June 1: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; June 2: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THROuGH JuNE 9
“Small Deaths”
Hand-colored photographs by Kate Breakey

THROuGH JuNE 9
“William L. Haney Rediscovered”

Paintings and prints by William L. Haney

THROuGH JuNE 9
Art Department Student Exhibit
Annual exhibit featuring works by Washburn art students

JuNE 22-AuG. 18
“Tools in Motion”
Tools provide the inspiration for this traveling exhibit from the 
Hechinger Collection

Exhibits and events are in the Mulvane Art Museum, located in Garvey Fine Arts 
Center. For more information, call 785.670.1124 or visit washburn.edu/mulvane.

THEATER EVENTS
APRIL
19-20, 26-27       “Sophocles Electra,” 7:30 p.m., a new version by 

Nick Payne (not recommended for persons under 17 years 
old due to sexual situations, language and violence)

28  “Sophocles Electra,” 2 p.m.

Located at the Andrew J. and Georgia Neese Gray Theatre, Garvey Fine 
Arts Center. For information, call 785.670.1639.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS MUSIC EVENTS
APRIL
20 Topeka Symphony Concert, 7:30 p.m.
21  All American March Concert, 3 p.m.
23  Wind Ensemble Concert, 7:30 p.m.
25  Washburn University Band Concert, 7:30 p.m.
28   Washburn University Opera Studio Concert, 3 p.m.

MAY
2 Washburn University Jazz Ensemble Concert, 7:30 p.m.
3  Washburn University President’s Concert, 7:30 p.m.
13  Topeka Festival Singers, 7:30 p.m.

JuNE
7-15 Sunflower Music Festival

Located at White Concert Hall. For information, call 785.670.1511.

ACADEMICS & STUDENT LIFE
APRIL
26  Day of Transformation (Washburn Transformational 

Experience poster presentation), Bradbury Thompson 
Alumni Center, 1-2 p.m.

29-May 3  Success Week

MAY
1-3  Success Week
3  Last day of classes
4-10  Final exams
11  Commencement, Lee Arena
27 Memorial Day (university closed)
28  Early and full session summer classes begin

JuNE
27 End of early summer session classes

JuLY
1  Beginning of late summer session classes
4  Independence Day (university closed)
18  End of full summer session classes

AuGuST
1 End of late summer session classes
19  Convocation, White Concert Hall, 4 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
APRIL
22  Greek Awards Banquet, Memorial Union, 6 p.m.
23 Leadership Institute Banquet, 6 p.m.
24 Thomas L. King Lecture: William Arnal, University of 

Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, Memorial Union, 7:30 p.m.
25 Shawnee County Scholarship Reception, Memorial Union, 

7-9:30 p.m.

MAY
2 Crane Observatory Open House, Stoffer Hall
23 New student orientation
29 New student orientation
31 New student orientation

JuNE
11 New student orientation
13 New student orientation
18 New student orientation
21 New student orientation
28 New student orientation

JuLY
26 New student orientation

AuGuST
13 New student orientation
15-20 Welcome Week

SCHOOL OF LAW
APRIL
17  Lunch and Learn: Pre-nups and Co-habitation Agreements

MAY
11  Commencement

JuNE
7-9 Institute for Law Teaching and Learning Conference
27-28 Selected Topics and Miscellany CLE, Room 102

AuGuST
15-16 Case Management CLE, Room 120

Located at the School of Law. For information, visit washburnlaw.edu.

ATHLETICS

“Tools in Motion” will be on display from June 22 to Aug. 18 at 
Mulvane Art Museum. Photo courtesy of Mulvane Art Museum

Washburn is hosting several sports camps during the summer, 
including football, baseball, basketball, soccer and volleyball. visit 
wusports.com/sports/2010/1/5/10summercamps.aspx  
for more information
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A will can give you peace of mind knowing you can secure your  

family’s future and create a legacy for your passion in life.

If you are considering including Washburn University in your estate  

planning, a member of our staff would be happy to visit with you or  

your attorney and provide sample bequest language. Contact us at 

785.670.4483 or go to givetowashburn.org/giftplanning.

“Washburn helped me find my way. It is important to me  
to give back, so I have included Washburn in my estate.”       

JO ANN KLEMMER 
BA ,53

A Will Is the Way

51 Giving Back

Washburn Tech's auto service Technician program 
prepares students to apply technical knowledge and skills 

to repair, service and maintain all types of automobiles.


