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\\ \SHINGTON - ~"hll!' rll'lChC'r l,:15 a 
t•n11<'1lY \\htl"h m l;c•s 1110 rdu5l' to i'Cl'fr\•p till' 
white nag nf surrcn•1er 1111 the c,11111ovl'n11al 
l'l11lodelph1a PJoo .lDd its cc1u11terp11rla In ot•11•r 

11, s C\'t:ll though otlWl"!I hu\"C' ,iven it the 
l.1 t rilt's 

A h lit• O\er a ye~r .i ,o thc Ph1ladclph1a 
Plan \\3~ ur.nounccd b\ then SPcrt'1nry 11.L La· 
bor G<"orge Shull? It \\DS ao 11~ a_od 
bold move to <Jpc11 the door of opportunity 
for blacks and other m1ourit.u:~s to cnkr the 
tui;b pa) 1Dg killed ro 1t u:is m the construction 
i.ndu~lcy 

F1etche~, who JS A 1stnnt Secretory of Lil· 
bor {or Wn.;:es and Lalor Staodnrds \OR &!\'en 

rnaod'1te to rorce ~ rcc31 1trnnt build1n& 
trades umon~. as W"ll as the d"111tens of In· 
dus\J'y to not only co:npl) w1lh Executn't' Or· 
der 11246, but to mert e-tablls~ quota (or 
adm1111og mmonlies to appn:nucesh1p a n d 
h:.\tmg them move up to be> JOUrD"~ men lad· 
dcr to Cull-scale wages 

l mmrdiately the plan ran into mnss1\e op. 

1>(>:;.nwn from th~ construcuon unions. and lieu 
drumotizcd bostilil~ on lL ;-i~-' "If 1.0du lry. 111· 

dcrd 1h1• •radll1onal ~ntagonistll, m1111ag1n11(Dl 
und Juhor, bt>~ame • ~wccthearll>" 1n their 11111 

tunl dct••St of U1c Ph1Jadclphia Pillo 
MNtn\\hili• though the Nixon Adminl tra 

111•11 puhli cly ~upporled lhe plan aud hack~cl 
Fl,•td1er in his h<>i'd-on .1lll'mJ)h lo cnfori·r 1~. 
tllf'rt' w11s str<lD!: idenc~ that forca1< \l'ithin 
\l'<'rl' giving 1>1d and com:ort to th~ r!p11011ilio.11. 

l'be U S Civil Rig'.it:. Com1mss1011 1n 11.\ 
n•1t0rl of Aprtl 1009 noted that a lnr.::e !'fO· 
portion O( the biggest iJldustr1n\ empiO)Cr8 ~re 
'(II\ i.-.rrmenl contractors 1>hicb ha,·c ne\'er had 
to wk<' -enously the threllt of sanctions. No 
contract h:id e~er been termmat\'d. 

NJt until Mar, 1969 did the Office o! Fe· 
d('r-¥ Contract Complianl'e which is under t"'lrt 
cher ~ .super\·ision. move to debar fin• contr.:ic­
tou Crom further go,•emment contracts Court 
d«:is1ons enforced for the fint tLme the re· 
qu1rem1·ob o{ thl' Exccutl\e Order and of Tille 
VII of I.he Cl\·il Rigbls Ari of 196~. 

The Commbsioo concluded that there was 
1 •t r<'~ .. ance to ~nforcemcnt 10 co;ery 
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