for this program by the 1967 Leg-
islature.

Robert Cumminas Considering how much more
g will be needed for education and

for institutions, there won’t be

‘ h much left of that surplus, even
| though it does run into nine fig-
' ures.

Cities Have Hands Out

Meanwhile, the state’s -cities
and towns, which received a $22
million outright grant from the
Legislature two years. ago and
Saas wound up with nearly $24 million,
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of the total vote cast for gover-
nor. has his own work cut out
for him. Meanwhile, Art Fletcher,
the Republican nominee for lieu-
. tenant governor, polled but 28 per
cent of the vote cast for that of-
fice, and Slade Gorton, another
Republican nominee, polled only
22.4 per cent of the vote cast for
attorney general.

_Only member of the Statewide

Team effort” who did well in
the primaries was Secy. of State
Lud Kramer, who received 62.2
per cent of the total vote cast for
his office.

Not only did Kramer lead the
ticket, but he polled more votes
than any candidate on the ballot
in either political party, even out-
polling U.S. Sen. Warren G, Mag-
nuson.

Edwin J. Alexander, Republican
nominee for treasurer, got 32%
of the votes cast for that office,
and Gerald (Jerry) Sullivan, the
Republican nominee, received 30.6
per cent of the votes cast for
insurance commissioner.

Legislators Do Well

In virtually all districts which
the Republicans are expected to
win, Republican legislative nom-
inee ran ahead of Evans.

This is expected to rqsult in
most of these campaigning OF
thoix own, and it could spell
trouble for Evans from W‘.th"; iy
own party in the next Legislature,
if he is reelected. >
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While appropriated only $22
million, they wound up with a
windfall of nearly $1.8 because ¥
vetrings” the Legislature imposed
strings g
on $2 million allocated to coun-
ties. Oniy four counties qualified
and the balance reverted to the
ities. |
1 The counties don’t plan to §eek
an outright cash grant this time.
They probably will seek permis-
cion to levy an additional 1 per
cent tax on real estate sales, to
be collected for current expense.

They now levy 1 per cent for
school distriets, which would be
left intact. The county money
would come by increasing the
tax to 2 per cent.

Initiative Circulating
,O\fershawdowed by primary cam-
paigns and signature drives of ini-
tiatives to the people, an initia-
tive to the 1969 Legislature filed
last March 20 is still being ci
cu%a;]t_ed for signatures o e

is is Initiative :
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trouble for Evans from within his
own party in the next Legislature,
if he is reelected.

Where’s The Tax Issue?

The tax issue could be pretty
well buried in the gubernatorial
campaign, with Atty., Gen, John
J, O'Connell as the Democratic
standard bearer.

O'Connell favors a graduated
net income tax. Evans’ tax pack-
age calls for 3 per cent single
rate income tax,

This doesn’t leave those who
oppose any form of income tax
much of any place to go, but of
the two they'd probably prefer
the Evans plan. The real support-
ers of a state income tax will go
with O’Connell.

Inasmuch as it is unlikely that
either plan can get the two-thirds
majority needed in each house to
put it on the ballot, the tax issue
is as good as dead.

Surplus Shrinking
' Another question which was
prominent a year ago but which
has died on the vine is whether
the sales fax increase demanded
by Evans of the last Legislature
was necessary.

One reason that talk has sub-
sided is that the general fund
surplus could look pretty small by
the time the biennium ends next
June 30

For one thing, almost as soon
as the 1969 Legislature convenes
here next January, it will face
the choice of either making a $4.7
million deficiency appropriation
to the department of public assis-
tance or forcing ratable reduct-
ions in welfare grants. R

When added to the $8.1 million
alloted to the department earlier
out of the governor’s contingency
fund, this means the department

was nearly $13 million short of |

having enough to carry it through
the current biennium.

Projecting that into the next
biennium, it could mean the de-
partment could need some $3.0
million more for the 1969-71 bi-

ennium than was appropriated
‘ Fovy NG SN

to gat tho signalureos necensnr
qualify it, but they have se
deadline for December 1,

The measure was prompted by
the 1967 law which required prop-
erly owners to list all of their
taxable personal property in
sworn statements filed with the
county assessor.

It originiated in Clark County,
where Mrs. L. H, Alderin, Van-
couver, chairman of the sponsor-
ing committee, says the county
assessor is enforcing the new law
rigidly,

Numerous other counties are
requiring only that boats and
campers be listed, but supporters
of the initiative fear that rigid
enforcement eventually will be
statewide, ‘

The sponsors got off to a slow
start, but now have petitions in
all 39 counties, and
chairman in Pierce and King as
well as Clark and Cowlitz Coun-
ties.
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Scanning the Record
A detailed analysis of the re-
cent primary indicates the race
for governor will be close again
this year, just as it has been,
with three exceptions, in every
election since 1936,
The fact, how%er. that three
Democratic candidates polled 52

FEYA
d® NNd

NV1d ALHVYd
Bupyy 104 euipeag

campaign |

per cent of the vbte cgst against ™
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48 per cent for] five Republican
candidates can Be misleading, as
a glance at past records will
show,

_ Former Gov. Arthur B, -
z;g: f:h%e only perggn ever to
ee terms in this state, alw
ran behind the Democra{s in atl,;:
primaries, The last time he ran,
in 1952, the Democratgs polled
421,203 of the votes cast for gov-
ernor in the primaries, against

257,994,

When Albert D. Rosellini was
reelected in 1960 the Republican
vote for governor in the primaries
was 408,337, against 297580 foy
the Democrats. ‘






