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.td\ .111c' thl' <..a use of <..i\ ii right:-. ..,hl' h.td .1rgued ten 
ti\ ii rights t,tsl's hdore till' l ..... . ~uprl'll1L' ·oun and 
\\on ninl' of thl'rn . I ll'r hl.'ller knm\ 11 desl'grl'gat1on 
t.tsL' .., rl''>llhl'd in thl' .tdmi"> .... ion of J.tme-. llleredith to thl' 
l ni\l'r..,it\ of \li-.si-.sippi .ind ol Clurl.1ynl' I lunrer G.1ult 
to l he l nl\ er., it) ol Ceorg1.1 

In 19(11. \ lotley ''""' l'iL·ued 10 the \Je'' York State 
...,en.tll'. the fir.,t bbtk wom.111 to he -.l'ated in that 
IL·gi-.1.tll\ · hod) '>lmrtl) .!Item .ml. -.hl' ran tor .tnd ,,·on 
till' prl'..,idl'nl') ol the Borough of \ l.1nha11.1n . I mpre..,.,L'd 

h\ lll'r t redenti.1b . Prl''>id<..'11! L) ndon John..,on nom1-
natl'd hl'r in 1966 to .1 federal distriu 1udge.,hip .tnd 
fought lor hl'r nomination m 1.·r fierce opro.-.ition from 
th • .... outlwrn-dominated Judicial") ~ommittee. Sine· 
then \ JotlL·\ h.1-. -.ened continuoush .i-, .t fedl'ral judgl' 

BE 
In I 9M . Bernice John..,011 '',ts .1rrested during 

prolL" .. ts .1g.11rl'>l the ">egn:g.ttion poliliL'.., of Alban). 
( ;eorgi.t In the pilhou-.L' . -.Ill' sang -.ongs like "Thi ... 
Link Light of \ lme. " "lo pl.tnl .1 SL'ed. " .t., .,he J1Ul it 
lk.1gon·.., ldlm\ protestor., n:-.pomlL·d lo her \'Oice h) 

filling th · j.til '' ith .in e:-.rlo:-.1011 of mu.-.1c that l'' en till' 
polilL' out-.ide could not ignore Thl' follm\ ing year 
lkagon toured the counll"') '' ith the FreL'dom • inger.,. 
rahmg mone) and ir1"J1ira11011 for the ctu.,e. She ha-, 
remained a mu.,ician . .ind i., ''di knm\ n tod.ty for 
kL·1.·ping the ti cape/la trad11um .tli' e through her"'~ ard­
" 111111ng t horal group . ..,,, l'el I lone) 111 the R<Kk • 

i\ Iorcb 
( <> 11111111 ed jiw 11 pap,e -

\\ hitney Young. J~une., Farmer. and John Le'' i.,, thl' 
young Freedom Rid<..·r "t:'d .tll heard :-.o much about. 
.dong ' ' ith \'\'alter Rt:uther, thl' pre-.ident of the l 111itL·d 

uto \X 'orker.... I kne\\ .1 1 1 h.11 moment th.tt I \Ya:-. 
-.tanding at the ce11ler of ;1 pin>t.11 point in nur n.llion\ 
hislOT") . 

ftt:r the march procL't:ded dm' n Con.,titution 
\ \ t:nue . tJ10..,e ..,!Jted to -.peak -.eulec.I in al the -.iep.s of 
the Lincoln ,\lemon.ti Perlup ... . W0.000 reople lined 
L'itllL'r -.icle of the Refkuing Pool 1n the heat of the da\ . 

"mind ") .,ll:rns haLk 1!11:n '' eren·1 "hat they are tod.t) . 
.ind I \\'a;. .,o far ,l\Ya) from the ~ l emorial :-.ters th.11 I 
could barely hear the :-.pl'L'l'llL':-.. Although I'm .,t ill 
mm ·d ''hen I hl'ar King's " I 11:1\ L' a Dream " .,peed1, I 
mu-,t confe.,.., that I cnulc.ln ·1 111.1kc out much of it ''hen I 
heard 11 ll\l' . 

\\ hen ll ''a ... <tll mer. I '' .tlked hack to l'nion ...,t,llion 
"llh the .tlterglo\\ of h.l\ mg 1.1h·n P•Irl in -.ometh1ng 
\l'T) 1mportan1. I couldn 't l1nd the g 'ntle man in thl' 

grav .-,uit I rode down '' ith But hi-. recolleu1on of .i 

hL1<..k -,oldit:r -,hot Ill thL· hal k on .1 du-.!) -.;nutht:rn road 
rL·m.1 lll., Ill) mo;.t \ i\ id llll'lllOry of the rn.1rch . I It: -,1ood 
up for that ">Oldier at thl' m.1rch . \Vt: .tll did . ( ther men 
.tnd women in the raci'>t ~ouih f.1cl'd cl.lily -,lighL., and 
insult-.. \\ere beatl'n , .ind L'\L'11 killl'd . \'\ 'e -,to()(.! up tor 
them too. • 
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PERSPECTIVE 

memb ring the March 

I
n ll)h~ . tli..,u-i111in.1tion \\()fl' .1 ... u1k .111tl ho..,tilL" falL' 

Pol1tiu.1n ... fro111 the '>l.ill'" nl till' Old ConlL"c.llTJl\ 

opcnh tll'l l.1rcd th.it till'\ \\ oultl tldl·nd '>l'greg.1;1< >11 

lorl'\ l'I Oppo..,111g thi'> r.tu'>l '>OU.ti ") '>ll'111 \\ .h d.1unt1ng 

hcl .IU"l' ll \\ .1 ... l'nforcL"c.I h) '>l.lll' .ind I< it .ii gen L"rnnll'nl .... 
.inti .1l lc..-;1..,l .1n1uil''>lL·tl to h\ m.111) ..,outlwrn \\hill''> 

Till' lll<>llll'nlu111 for lhl' l i\ ii right:- mm l'lllenl \\ ,,.., hu11l 
on lhL" tou1.1gL"OU'> .1ch of ind1\ itlu.th likL· 1{0..,.1 P.1rk.., .inti 

lOlll·ct101i... ol 11L'roL"-. lih· thl· F1L'l'do111 Hider'> .111d '>lUtll'lll'> 

holtl1ng '>ii Ill'> .1l '>L"grcg.tll'tl lund1 u1untlT'> .. \l.trthl'"· 
dl·111on..,tr.1ti<>n'> . • inti '>il -111'> \\ L"rl' till' 111l';llb for '>L'L"k111g 

rl'llrL·..,.., .t \ .111.thk 10 Afrit.tn .\nll'm .1n-... Th1rt\ -th L' , e.tr'> 
.1go. hl.1tk-. h.1tl \irtu.tll) no \Otll' 111 grnl·rn;11cnt. ;l'hl· 

hl.il k llll'lllhl'I'> nl CongrL'"" thl·n numhl'rl·tl on!) fi\ l' 
'\.1t1om\ 1tk. thl'rL· \\ L"rL" 1u-..1 m c1 I no hl.1tl L'lt:cll'd oll 1-
t i.tl-.. . 1110-..th 1n l<m -ranking po-..h. t 0111p.1rcd to more th .in 
lH10() hi.it k l'lettetl o!Tit 1,tl.., totl.I\ 

lh \ ugu-..t 19(15. \\hen the \l.1rt h on \\ .1 ... hington \\ .h 

hl'ltl . thl' l'lllL'rgl'IKl' ol .1 n;1tion.tl ll\ ii nghh mm t'llll' lll 

\\,t., quill' l'\ itlclll . It l 'llt<>mp.t'>'>l'tl llll'll .111d \\Ollll'll of .di 

r.ttl''> .inti\\ .ti!..-. of life lh n.11111l k-;ttll'r'> \\l're .1nointl'd 111 

\ 1rtu.tll) l'\ LT\ '>l.lll' .inti tit\. l ~l'\ \l .1n111 Luther King. Ir . 
\\ .1-.. Ill till' lordronl of thi.., Ill'\\ lllOI l'nll'nt. On thl' ~l.1.\ < >f 

the m.m h. lw "P<>kl' of h1'> " tlrl·.1111 <>I l'qu.tl1l\ .111d hr;>lh 
l'rhood 111 th1-.. countn . 

·1 o gl'l .1 '>L'n"l' of till' progrl'"" th.it 11.1., hL'L'll m;ttll· 
l<m,1rtl .1tl1it· \ing th.it tlrc.1111. 11 ·.., U'>l'lul to look .11 the 

tontf1l1011., th.tt L'\i'>tl'tl 111 fl)(1 :~ \ l 1h.1t lilllL'. ·\ friun 

\ l11l'nt.1n., .inti othl'r peopll' ol u1lor \\l'rL· routine!\ turned 

.I\\ .I) In >111 \\ hill'"-onl) rL·.,t;1ur.1nt'> . IH>ll·I ... . thc.1ter-.. . p.trk.., 

.int.I '>\\ 11111111ng pool., .. \Io-.t '>oulhl'rn hi.it k-.. \\ l'rl' tll·n1l'tf 

lhl· nght to \OlL'. TIJL·ir thiltlren \\l'rl' required to .tlll'lltf 

r;1ci.dl) "L'greg:tlL'ti .,choob \\ lll're thl'\ .,tutlil·tl from 
<>uttl.1tnl le\lh<Hlh'> fXL'\ 1ou ... h u.,etl ,;, \\hill' '>lUtlenh 

\lci...t 1oh.., th.it olkretl \\ .tgl'" .,tiff it 1enl to .,uppon .1 

l.11rnl) \\ l'IL' rl'"L'r\ l't.I frn \\ hilL' llll'll 1 liL'"L' t< >ntlition ... \\ lTL' 

not unique lo till' 'iouth . hut 111 th.it region . '' hl'rl' mo..,t 
Alnt.in \ nll'nt.in.., li\l'tl. .tn .1p.1rthl·1tl like '>L'grl'g;tlion ,, ,1., 

rigid I) l'llforcl·tl h) .ti! -\\ hilL' Im .ii gm L'lllmL·nt'> .tntl thl·11 

politl' tll·p;1 n llll'llh Bl :tt k.., \\ ho "ll'f11Wtl ou hide ''hill' 
illlp<>'>l'ti t ll'>l< >Ill'> , \\ hethlT tll'11hl'r.ttd\ or in.1th l'rll'nth. 

\\ L'rL' '>upprL''>"l'tl hy polilL· or\\ h1lv lL;rrori'>I group., likt• 

till' f\.u Klu\ 1,1.111. ,\ '' hilL' -..uprvm.tL l'>l ,,..,..,,,..,..,inatl'tl '\ i\ i\CP 
l1l'ltl '>L'trl'l.lr) 1\il'tlg.tr En:r'> in h1., fmnl \;trtl in 196.~. Litt·r 

th;1t )l'.tr . • 1 homh plantL·d hy the 1'.l.111 e1~ded thl' Ii\ e'> of 

lour young girl., .it Birmingh;1111 ·.., ~l\lL'L'lllh 'i trcct B.tpli..,l 
U1urtl1. 

YL''>ll'rtl.1) ·.., U\ ii right.'> k-.tdl'r'> \\ mtltl h · 1mpn:'>'>l'd h\ 
till' r:lt i.tl rn >grL''>'> that ha'> IK•t•n .IL hiL'\ l'd in Aml'rica . 

BLit k.., toda) l'\l'rt i'>L' tOlbitkrahk politit.tl and puhlit 

polit \ influl'ntl' in the n.nion .inti in nun\ t llil''> anti ... t.tlL'" · 
\\ 'lll'rc tllL'rl' i-, rau'>m tod.t) it U'>u.tll) mo~l' '>Uhtll'. Oftvn It 

i'> t•.,pou..,t·tl h) intli\ itlual'> \\ho hitlL' hch1nd oraton· 
in'>tl'.ttl of\\ h1tl' '>ht..Tl.'> . . 
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\'> thi.., i'>'>UL' ol /-'(}(I \ illu.,lr.tlL'" · tlJL· ... truggk· tonllll ­

UL''> I od.1) . the fight ,.., .1g.11n..,l .111l1-a1Tinnal1\ L' .tll 1on . 

lorLL"" 1nl·quiuhk nim1n.tl "l'lllL'llt1ng. polill' hrut.tlt\ . 
unf.11r k·nti1ng pr:ll llt l''>, ,Ill.IL k-. < >ll lll.iforily-hLtl !.. lc..·g1.,l.t 

li\l' tf1..,lntt.'> .. tntl till' drain ol ll'"Olll'Ll' '> from puhlit 

"t hool., th .I! mo ... t ,\ nll'nt .111 ..,llltft·ni... .tllL'lld \\ l' mu..,l 

pur..,Ul' the motlL'rn d.t\ \L'r'>ion of the IW15 \I.mil on 
\\ .1.., h1ngton l<> tk·mon-..trJlL' our conctTn., .ind to cont1nUL' 

our pur..,uil of 1oh.., .inti 1u-.11t L' • 
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for Many Who Were There 

J 
u..,l hdorc midnight on \ ugu..,l 2~. I 9h.1. I ho.trtktl .1 

"PL'll.tl lr.1 111 lo \\ ,1.,h1ngton .1l P1thhurgh ·., PL'llll 

"\ h .1111.t 'it.t tion . Tht..· 1110-,11\ hl.tt !.. p.1..,.,l'ngt..' r" '' L'l'L' 
.tll lll'.ttll'd to till' \l.m hon \\ .1..,h111gton L:tllL'd for 

till' lll'\l tLt) I \\ .1 ... IH>lllL' on k.t\ l' from the \ ir l'<>rlL' I 

l1.1d .~o l.1y.., hL'l\\ L'l'n 1m Ill'\\ .1..,.,1g1111ll'nl 111 J.1p.1n .tnd till' 
teth '>thool I l1.1d ll'lt .ll Cootlkllm\ ,\ir FortL' B,l..,L' lll'.tr 

till' tfu..,l) liult· \\ e..,t TL'\.I'> lO\\ n ol 'i.tn \ ngl'lo. I \\ ,1.., IH. 

\ .., I \\,tlketl through lht· l.11·., ol thv tr.1111 . I rl..'cogn11L'tl 

l11l·nt1 .... neighbor'>. Ill) I.I\ onlL' unt k Boh . . tntl .,<>lllL' ol 

P1thhurgh ·.., llHhl promint·nt hl.tl k t1ll/L'll'> \!any of the 

lllL'n \\ClrL' t<Uh .tnd liL'"; lhL· \\Oml·n \\OrL' print tlrL'"'>l'" 

Thl·ir .lllirL' "l't..'mL'tl 1mpr.tt lil.ll for .t m.m h .ind d.1\ long 
rail) in \\ ,t..,hington·.., -,ummL'I' lll'.tl .inti humidity. hut till' 

1)l·opk on lht'> lr.1111 \\ L'rl' on Lhl·1r ''.I\ l<> tone.lull "L'l'IOU., 
hu-.1nc'>.'> . 

rl1q \\ere f)l'L''>L'nlmg lhL'lll"L'I\ l'" .tl lliL· ... L'al of llll'll 

g< >\ L'rllllll'nt to "L'l'k retlrL'"" for lll<>JL' l h.t n :'>00 ) ear., of 
r.1t 1-,m .inti 1n1u.,Lin.:'. The _lune 11n1rdt..·1 of \lcdgar I"\ t..•r-, \\ ,,.., 

.,till lre-..h 111 their mind .... \\ L' lutl .tl l '>L'l'n the tdl'\ i"l'tl 

1111.tgL'" of) oung UL'lll<H1..,l1.1tor.., .inti frl·t..·tlom m:1rtl1l'r.., 

hl'1ng hrut.tli1L·tl h) \\ h1tL· moh., .1ml lht..• policL'. For llll'. 

t.tklllg th.11 tr;un to thL" 111.mh '>l'l'lllL'tl l<> ht..· the right thing 

lo do. I h.1tl a f1L'r'>on;tl rt..'.l'>on too 1'.11 lit·r tlut ) l'.t1. 
un.t\\ .ll'l' th.it 'i.tn t\ngl'I< > \\ ,,., "l'greg.itvd . I h.1tl l'nlL'IL'tl .1 

rl·.,t.1urant in the lO\\ n onh lo hv rl'fu..,t..·tl "L'r\ icl' het.tU'>l' 

of Ill\ u>lrn . The indignil) of th · l'\IXTit'llll' \\•I'- had 
t·nough. hut it \\ .t.., the lll'ight of till' Cold \\ .tr .• inti I \\ .1 ... 

p.1rt of .t miln.tn forte that \\ .l'> po1..,t..·tl to tlt..-knd thl· 1·rl'l' 

\\orltl from tllL' opprL'..,..,l\l' \Ohl' ol t<HlllllU111..,lll. Thi.,''·'" 
\\ h.tl I \\,,..,told in .ti! of Ill\ \ 1r l'mtl' tr.tining. ,tnc.1 I 

lwl1l'\ t•d it. Yet 111 thi'> h,1..,t1011 of dt..·mrn r.tL) . no one\\,,.., 

u m1ing lorn .trtl to tlell'ntl 111y frl'l' right to '>il tlm\ n 111 ,1 

r ''>l.t urant .• 1ny'' hen: in Ill) <>\\ 11 count11 .tnd ha\ l' .1 
'>anti\\ It h-'><llllL'thing tit.it l'\LT\ \\hilt..' 1x·r..,on took fo1 

g1 .tntt..•tl 

'it..·.1rd1ing for .1 '>L'.tl on till· tnmdetl train . I ..,,t\\ .1 111.tn 

from 111) nL'1ghhorl1ood \\ hom I lutln 't '>L'L'n '>inct· hl'lml' 

I 'd en l i'>ll'd in the ,\ ir h>rtL'. \ houl the '>.tllll' agl' :1-.. Ill) 
f,tlhL'I', hl' \\ ,1.., one of the .1tluh.., \\ho pl.t) cd tcnni.., .tl 

\ mnH>n lktrl'.ttion CL'nlL'r. till' lot .tl1on o f till' soil' ll'll111'> 
court 111 the I !ill l)i-,lritl. i>ithhurgh\ l.trgl''>l hlack uimmu 

n1t\ <If()\\ ing up in that\\ orking-t 1.t..,.., nL'ighhorhood. 

lhl'rl· '' .1.., .tl\\':ty'> .1 ..,truggk ht'l\\ eL'll voung'>ll'r'> .ind .itluli... 

for court ll llll' . I l'l'llll'lll ht..• l'l'd l hi.., Ill.In .1 ... onl' or l he lllOrl' 

g ·nt·rou.., .tdult.'> On the tr:tin . hl' '' .1. ... \\t..•aring .1 gr:1y '>Lill , 

\\ h1tt..· '>hin .• ind knit tie: .t gray ... tr.t\\ h.11 '' ith a m.llt hing 
hand rl'..,letl in hi-. l.1p .1:-- Ill' .,,tl thl'rL' 111 .,ilt·nll' . I le rnog 

Do; d C R~· 1n 1s ed1 or of FOCUS 

. Ruffi n 

111/L'tl llll' .• inti I .1 ... kt..·tl ii I tou ld ..,i l in tht..• L'lllf11\ "l'. ll 
hL''>ltlc..• i lllll . 

\f lLT cttt htng up \\ llh t'at h otlwr'.., It\ L'" · I .t ... kt..·tl l11m 

\\ ll\ hL· ''·'"going lo tllL' 111.trl h. I k p;tu.,l'tl .t m<>llll'lll. 
Thl'll hl' lwg.tn lo tl'll 111L' .dmul the tinw \\ hl·n llv \\.I'> 111 
till' ,\ ml) .tntl ..,l,1t1011l·tl 111 thl' rur.tl South during \\ nrld 

\\ ".1r II . DrL''>'>L'ti in h1.., kh.1k1 u111form. ht· h.ttl t.1!..L"n .1 hu ... 

<>11L' d.t) l<> go into tllL' 11L'.trL'"l l<n\ n .ind -..11 Ill till' h.1ck of 

th· lllt'> . • l'> .ill hi.ilk pt..·npk tl1tl 111 till' '>l'gt'l'.l(.lll'tl -,outh 111 
tht..• · 10 .... ,\ fll'r .1 \\ h1k·. hi., hu.., '>toppL'tl .inti pit kl'd up 

.tnol hl'r hl.tt k ... old1l'r . . t f...n 111 u n dorm. TllL' ... oltl1l·r ti itln ·1 

lllO\ l' l<l the h.tt k of till' hu ... . hut '>.tl m the front of the 

1 l'111cll' Thl' ''hill' dm l'l < >rdl'rl'ti him to '>il Ill till' hack 

Till' ... oldtl'r rcfu.,L·ll. ThL· dm LT cur'>L'd Lhe '>old1l'r: .tnd 
.tg.11 11 thl' ... oltlier rl'fu..,l'll to mrn · 

ThL" driH·r. flu..,lll'tl \\1th .1ngl'r. returnL'd to thl' \\ hl'L'i 

.mtl '>l.lrll'tl till' hu.., h.1t !.. nn lh route . Rider., t .lllll' .ind 

\\L'lll. .ind fin.ti!) thl· hi.it k '><>ltl1L'r in till' front of !Ill' hu.., 

r<l"L' LO gL'l ofl .ll .t .,lop lh.tl \\ d" litlll' lllOrL' lh.tn ,I l ro:---.. 
ro.it!.... i\.., Ill' tfe..,t l'lltll·tl. l hl· ti rn er protlucL'd .1 rt..•\ oh t•r 

.1ml ..,hot him 111 till' h.tlk ThL· tlrnt..'rclo..,L'tl thl· tf<><>r. 

\\,tlkt·tl h.itk to Ill~ nl·1ghhor. pu-.hetl tlw gun in h1-.. l.itl' . 
.tntl .... ml. " '\m\ . \\h;1l \<HI gonn.t do :1hout 1l n1gg.1i" \I\ 
1w1ghhor .... it,,.., .,till,,.., Ill' toultl .inti rl'pliL·tl. " '\nth1ng .: \ -., 

lltt..· hu.., pulkd .I\\ .1\. ht..· lookt·tl h.itk .tntl uught .t glimp.,t..• 

ol thL' ..,oltlil'r'.., 111ot1onlt·..,.., hoth I) ing .ll thl· '>ldL· of thl' 
m.1d . 

\I) nl·ighhor 1x1u-.L·tl lh thi-, tillll' . till' lighh in the tr;tin 

h.1tl hl'vn turnl'tl out. .111d llH>..,l of the <llhl'r.., on thl· t.tr 

\\l'rt· .i...kt·p Thl' nnh ... ountl I could hL·.tr \\ ,1., th.tl nl tilt..· 

'' IK·l'I., ru-,h111g m l'r till' hrL·;il...., in thl' trat k-.. lit!.. l l.ttl. 
t lit k l l.tt k . Tlll'n Ill) lll'lghhor '>.tid ..,oft I) ... , didn l kno\\ ii 

hL' \\ .1., tit-ad . I fl' lookL·d tk'.td. I k ,,.a., fli"l ldt tht..•rt· ." I k 
p.1u.,etl .1g.1in . " I \ l' Ill'\ ·r hl'L'll .thlc to do :tll\ thing .ihout 
th.it. \.o\\ I t.tn Th.11 ·., \\ h\ I 111 going to thl' 11urL11 · 

\\'c pullL'tl tnt<> \\ ,1..,h1ngl<>11·.., l ninn 'it,ll1011 l'.trh on till' 

2Hlll. The""') \\a'> .,llllll) .tnd hlul' Thl' youngl'r 1woplc 
from the tr;tin. imlutling 1m-,l'lf. dL·tidet.I not to \\,tit for thl' 

'>f)L'l i.tl ... huulc-. lo t.tkv ll'> to thL' :\ !all \\ hl'rl' thl' 111.trt h \\ .t'> 
to hl' hdtl-\\ l' \\ .dketl \ .., .tll thL· mard1cr.., .1-, . ..,l'mhletl . I 

'' ,1., .1..,toundcd .tl thL' numlwr \\ho had come from .tll 

.it r<>'>'> thL' n.tllon I h.ttl Ill'\ l'r '>l'L'n ~o m.tn) hlat k fK'oplc 
in Ill) Iii<.'. 

I hl'.trc.I Peter. P.1ul. .tnd \l ,tt) '>111g "Blnwmg 111 the 

\\ inti .. I '>:m I I.tr!) lkl.tlonlL' . 1\J,1rlon Br.tndo . • tnd Burt 

L.tlll.l'>ter. l nion .1tti\ i..,l.., m1:\l'd '' ith Catholit nun'> 1n their 

h.thit.'>. I .,;1\\ thL' front lim· of LliL· march . Thl'rL' I '>l<><>d 
.ihoul 20 fl'L'l from \l .tnin Lulhl·r King. Ho} \\ ilk1n'> . 

C(l}1/11111ed 1111 hotk />oge 
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Gmti1111edji·o111 pap,e 5 

Throughout the trial.<., Beck\\·ith was tre:1ted hy J\lissis­
sippi official..,, including ~cJ\"ernor Ross 13:1rnett, not as a 
murder defl'nd:1nt hut a.'> .in honored guest. T\\ enty-six 
years later, lkckwith was tried again. In 199-t he was 
convicted of murder and .... entenced to life in prison . 

MYJUIE EVERS WILLIAM 

··l\iothing can bring Iedgar lx1ck. hut the ciu .... e c:111 live 
on. " '\ ' hen she ..... poke tl10se wor Is :n a rally the night after 
her hush:inu· . ., assassin,1tion, J\ lyrlie E\·ers articulated a 
resolve that would shape her life. Since then. she has been 

a lecturt'r, author, and adnic.1tt' for ci,·il rights. ln 199'i. she 
\\'LIS t'lectt'd chair of thl' hoard or tl1t' NA CP, whose 
reputation had heen tarnished hy '>Cand:tls and financial 
problems. After guiding the 'ent'rahle ci,·il right.'> organiza­
tion hack to viability. sht' .<.t<:pped down from the chair­
manship this y<:ar to m ·erse<: the J\.I ;dgar Evers l n..,titute. 
The institute is dedicated to leadership and de' <:lnpment. 

TERRY ANFORD 

A \\'hite politician in the vanguard of the New South 
mrn·ement. Sanford ent<:rec.1 olTic<: as go,·ernor of North 

arolina in 1961 . just a'> '>tudent lunch-counter sit-ins that 
began in his ..,late were sweeping through the South. 
Sanford refused to join the continuing ctmpaign of '" mas­
si\'C~ resistance" that most of the other Southern gm·ernors 
'' c:re \\'aging in defianc<: of f<:deral court-ordered desegr<:­
gation. I le appeall'd to hi.., white constituents to stand up 
for moderation, arguing at the time that " rolitics ~\'ill 

chang<: the moment politicians kno\\· th ·re is no longer 
anything to he gained from racism ." 

Sanford has also heen crec.litec.l with re\ olutioni7ing his 
state 's educational system during his term as governor. 

fter .'>en ing a long stint as president of Duke University, 
he became a U.S. senator- a ro.'>ition he lost to consen·a­
tive Hepuhlican Lauch Faircloth in 1992. Sanford· . .., dedica­
tion to equal educationa l opportunity was renected in his 
memh ·rshir> on the board-, of numerous educational and 
nonprofit institutions, including I lo\\'ard University and the 

hildren 's Television \v'ork..,hop. Teny Sanford died in April 
of this year. 

JUllAN BOND 
In 1965. having dropped out of J\lorehou.<,e College to 

\\'ork full -time as a rrotest journalist , Julian Bernd v\'as 
immersed in movc:mem activities. As one of the founding 
members of S , he had spent the early 1960s organizing 
student demonstrations in tlama that led to the desegrega­
tion of many of the city"s rublic facilities . 

Bone.I entered politics immediately upon rassagt' of the 
Voting Rights Act, winning a seat in the eorgia I louse of 
Represenlali\·es in 1965. 11 is outsroken opposition to the 
Vietnam \'\'ar, however, prompted the legi . .,lature to deny 
him a seat. The Ll.S. Supreme Court unanimously urheld 
Bond\ right to he seated , and he served continuously 
there and in the state senate: until lWP. Since then. he has 
spoken out for numerous human-rights cause:-. and worked 
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as a media commemator. hook author. and uni,·ersity 
profe..,sor. In February. Bond \Ya-. elected ch:1ir of the 
hoard of the NAA ·p to repbce retiring chair J\ lyrlie [\·ers 
\X'illia1m. 

MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN 
A nati,·e of South Carolina, J\brian \\ 'right was fini'>hing 

la\\ school at Yale Llni,·ersity in 1965. Shortly after gradua­
tion , she moved to lissis..,ipr>i to head up the AACP Legal 
Defense and Educnion:il Func.l ·s \\ork in that ,..,tale and 
became the fir~t black \\'Oman admitted to th<: Mississirpi 
har. She: defended tlw rights of black farmers and others in 
the de.-,perately impoverished 1ississippi Delta. In 1968 sht' 

mrn·ed to \\'ashington . D. . \\'here she \\'as legal counsel 
for J\. lartin Luther King·s Poor Peoplc:·s J\l:1rch. Today she 
heads the \'\'a:-.hington-based hildren\ Defense Fund, an 
organization she founded in J 9'5 that ad\'OCtles on behalf 
of children and farnilie:-. natiom,·ide so that "no child i . .., left 
behind ." 

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR. 
In 19"i'i. a few .-.hon year.., after finishing college, \X'illiam 

f. Buckley founded the ,\ atio11al Nel'ieu ', which continue.-. 
to he an inlluential journal of con'>en·ati\·e opinion . 
Buckley's opposition to federal ·j\·il rights measures, 
including the 196 1 i, ·il Rights ·1, has remained un­
changed . In a recent deba te this year on his tele,·ision 
show, "Firing Line:· he was questioned by LU president 
I r:t G lasser: 

la .... ser: In 1961 . .. you said you \\ere "not re:1dy to 
abandon the ideal of local gm·ernment in order to kill 
Ii m re)\\ . 
Buckley: That 's true. 
Glasser: You ought to he asham<:d of that now. re you' 
Bu ·klc:y: o .. .. In order to ad,·ance them lblacksJ, 
certain cultural changes, including education. had Lo he 
done ... . \X'hether it ..,houlc.l have hel'n turned m ·er to 
the federal government, in my judgment, it ought not to 

have been . 

HARLTO HE TO 

The civil rights community certainly aprrc:ciated the 
gesture Charlton I leston made in 1961 when he joined 
pickets against several whites-on ly restaurants in Oklahoma 

ity. Porularly rt'memhered for his ro le as " loses" in the 
classic film . 77.w Ten Co111111c111d111e11/s, I leston also partici­
pated in the 1963 March on Washington as president of the 
Screen ctors Guild . Since that time:, hov\'l'\l'r, his invoke­
ment in public causes has not incluc.lec.I minority rights , and 
his more rc:cc:n t sta temen ts suggest a c.liffe relll agenda. 
I leston today says he is oprosed to "blacks \\'ho raise a 
militant fist with one hand. " ·hile they seek a preference 
with the other. " The ne\\'ly appointed rresic.lent of the 
. ational Rille Association . I le.'>Lon nm, · rai ls again,.,t affir­
mati\·e action. feminism. gay rights , and gun control. 

0 TAN E BAKER MOTLEY 

By 1963. as couns<:l for th<: P Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, lotley had already done much to 

Co11li1111ed 011 /Jack pap,e 

Shifting Goals, New Strategies 
While Great Civil Right tride Have Been Made, the Fight Goes on With 

Different Prioritie and a New et of Players 

by David 

T
here is no doubt that over the inte1TL'ning ye:1rs 
since the 1960 ... . a great deal of rrogres ..... has been 
mac.le. \\'ith the passage of landmark statute:-. and 

court rulings, much of the oven segregation :me.I racism 
that llourished in the first half of this century ,,·a . .., elimi­
nated hy the I 9'0s. The virtual ahsenLe of Afric1n Ameri­
cans in government has also become a thing of the rast. 
Gone are miscegenation la\\'s, poll taxes. and "whites only·· 
signs .it restaurants and water fountain'> . Progress in 
education has also been dramatic. By 199--t . th<: fraction of 
Afric1n mc:ricans holding college degrees had zoomed 
from 5 percent in the e:1rly 1960s to U percent. 

e,·enheless, as illustrated in this edition of Trend Lener, 
the struggle continues . J\ lany of the issues remain the: 
same. fric in mericans still lag behind their white 
counterra11s by a ratio of two to one in holding manage­
ment and professional positions. The success of recent 
la\\'suits charging major corporations "'ith employment 
discrimination also confirms that the: more subtle forms of 
joh bia . .., remain wic.le-;preac.l . l31acb today may registc:r and 
\'Ole unmolc:stc:d any\\'here in the country. But the nation is 
no\\' witnessing allernpts to turn hack the: clock to the days 
when minority \ 'Ole dilution \\'LI'- the political norm. lost 
of the majority-black congres.'>ional districL.., that ,,·ere 
drawn in Southern states after the last census h:1ve heen 
challenged in the courts. In thl' criminal ju'>Licc: ")'Stem, th 
rising use of the death penalty . combined with extreme 
racial disrarities in the aprlicnion of that sentence in many 
states, constitutes a '>erious unresolved ·ivil rights rrohlem. 

Education i . .., now less a ci\ ii rights issue and more a 
concern over qua lity. Black chi le.Ir ·n are no longer required 
Lo :mend segregated schools , although most school districts 
that sen·e them are overwhelmingly black. Inequalities in 
education today stem from unfair academic tracking 
programs, rhe inequitable administration of discipline, and 
ex ·lusionary standardized tests . Another serious concern is 
how to prevent a black undercount in the next census. 

On the economic front , job creation and the preparation 
of young African Americans for an increasingly high-tech 
workrlace through college or other job tra ining rrograrns 
have become as imrortant as combating emrloyment 
discrimination. Jany pol icymakers are nm\ \\'orking to 
promote black entrerreneur...,hir. an issue that was nearly 
absent from the list of prioritie-; in the '60s . 

Th Play r Hav hanged 
lot only has the agenda changed. so have the rlayer'> . 

One reason b lack ci,·il rights le~1c.lers de ·ic.Ied on a larch 

David C Ruffin 1s editor of FOCUS 

. Ruffin 

on \ ashington 35 years ago \\'as that African Americans 
and their concerns were \ 'irtually unrerresentec.I in govern­
ment forums. Toe.lay, ho\\'ev · r. the struggle is no longer 
exclu.sivt'ly h ·adec.I hy the leaders of ci\·il rights organiz:1-
tions . Black elected officials in important policymaking 
position.'> now share this leadership role. 

The rise of these black clectec.l official.s accomranied a 
relati\'e decline in influence of the major ci,·il rights 
organizations. The assassination of J\ lartin Lutl1L'r King. Jr .. 
in 1968 dealt a de,·astating setback to the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership onference, which King heac.lc:d . lean­
while . call.., for ·'black power" from the new. more militant 
voices of the movement alienated some white supporters, 
many of whom di,·ened thc:ir energies to rrote'>ting the 
e-,calating Vietnam \X'ar. J\ lore recently, ·i,·il right.'> organiza­
tions like the re\ italizec.l AA P have recreated themselves. 
Several ha,·c: increased their strength hy joining coalitions 
like the Black Leac.lershir Forum and the Leadersh ip 

onference on i\·il Rights. In I louston last rn·<:mber. an 
anti-affirmative action initiative was c.lefeatec.1 by a coalition 
or black elected officials led by ongress\\'oman Sheila 
Jackson Lee, ci,·il rights groups, and porular outgoing 
~"· hite m.iyor Bob Lanier. 

A.., a dire ·t consequence of the l 96'i \'ming Hight.<. Act, 
literacy tests, poll taxes. and other harriers to voter registra­
tion swiftly disarpeared , and in the South the number of 
black . ., casting ballot..., skyrocketed . This brought about a 
ra rallel rise in the number of black el ;cted officials. 
Betwc:en 1963 and today, their number has grown more: 
than 80-folc.1 from 100 officials to roughly 8.600. Signifi­
cantly , most black officia ls have been elt'ctec.I from state . ., 
that made up the le.I onfec.leracy. This is true of 16 of the 
tO current black members of ongre..,s as well as the 

current mayor.'> of nine major Sou thern cities, including 
I louston , Atlanta , C:\\ Orleans. Jackson (Miss. l. anc.I 
Birmingham ( la . l . As sheriffs and police chiefs. on school 
hoards, in judicial chambers, on city councils , and in state 
legislatures, blacks ha,·e transformed the South . 

White Hou e Leadership 
Since the Lime of braham Lincoln, rrogress in civil 

rights has c.lepenc.led in large pan on the leadership of the 
president and on that of po\\'erful members of Congress. 
Very little changed between Reconstruction and the Great 
Depression until Franklin Hoose\ elt dealt blacks into his 
"New Deal " and orened employment in defense industries 
to them. I Jarry Truman took a major step by signing the 
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Sh (/ii ng Goo Is 
( u11/11J//('tl.fiw11 /1op,l' -j 

l''l'l llll\ L' ortlL'I th.It intL·gr;llL'd lhL' .llllll'tl forLL''> . "' L'll 
I)\\ 1gl11 l"l'>L'llho\\ L'r. lk- ... pflL' hi-. d1-.1I1ll'll'"l Ill 1111nont\ 

lOlllLTn-.. "L'lll troop., lo l.fltil' Hod, to L'llforlL' till' '-,uprL'l11l' 

Coun ·-, tlvti..,1C111 on -.chool llllL'gr.111011 .ind -,ig11L'd il'g1:-l.1 -

l1CH1 111.11 L'"l.lhii-,hl'd thl' l ..., ( 01111111 ...... 1011 ()fl Cl\ ii Hight... 

I hL· fight for L'Cjll.tlit) l''>l.tl.flnl r.1p1tlh 1n till' fl)(1()-, ·'" .1 

rL·..,ult of till' prL·-,..,url' pl.1cL·tl on till'\\ li1lL' 1 lou"L' h) l l\ ii 

right-. tll·11101htrator-, John F 1'-L'llllL'th 1111rotluLL'tl '' h.11 

''mild IK'L<>l1ll' till' C:i' ii Hight... \ L l of 1')(11 . "h<hl' p.1 ... -..tgL· 

'' .1-. .1tl11L'\L'd h) the pcr"i"lL'nt L'llorh o( hi-. -,uct'L'":-or. 

I.) ntlon _l<>llll-,on One) L'.11 l.ttL' I. Jolm-,on fought for 

p.1 ....... 1gL' ()f till' \ ollng Right-, \ LI 111-. htL'.IKthrough ktlL'I.tl 

.1ppoinll1lL'nl.., .tl-.o nurkl'tl thl' L'ntl of till' .ill-\\ hnc tratlllIC>l1 

111 till' ( .ilmll'l .ind the ..,uprL'l1lL' t.oun 

In lhL· !t)(10-.. Li\ ii right'> \\.I., .1 h1p.1ni..,;111 '""LIL'. \,l'.trh 

11.111 thL· \OIL' ... lor lhl' ll)(11 \ l[ \\L'rL' l.l'>l h) lkpuhliL.lll 

111L'l1lhL'I" ()( (,()ngrL'""· \ml '' l11k· HL'puhlit.111 R1durtl 

\,1,011 \\ <>n l'in tion to thL· \\ h1tv ll ou"L' 111 pan through h1-, 

'-,outlll'rn ..,lr;ltl'g) "-pro1111-,111g tog() L'.I'>\ on t I\ ii nglll.., 

L'nlortL'lllL' lll in '11.., t.1111p.11g11-.illir111.1t1\L' .1ction "·'" 

cotlil1L·tl during '\"on·-. .1tl111i111-,1r.1t1on ,11111111\ L.irll'r too 

111.1tlL· .1 l.1-,1111g n>ntrihut1on 11\ .1 pp<Hnt111g 10 \fri t.111 

,\111L' lll.111" lO till' iL'dL·r;tl lwm ll. .I rL'lll.lrk.1hle .llLOlllpli-,h 

lllL'lll for .I ()JlL'-lL'nll prL'"ldL'lll 

Th on rvative R o lution 
Till' lk.1g.1n L'1.1 n:prL'"L'ntl'tl .1 "L'.I lh.1ngL· 111 1he polfl1t.., 

of I.ILL' 1vl.1t1on.., \\ IK·n Ill' t.ll11L' l<> \\,1-.hington 111 llJHJ. 

Hon.lid lk.1g,1n iK't.llllL' till' fir-,1 <>Lt up.int of thL· \\ h1LL' 

l lou"L' "111lL' 1952 to -.hun hl.1tk kadLT" .1ml tld1lk·r;1tL' h 

1gnorv I hL' ll cont L' rn" . lk.1g.111 .., ... 11.1 rp 1tlvologil .ii -.hill l< > 

till' nght "''.I\ L'tl puhlit .lltllutk.., ()flt I\ d right'> .1 ... \\l'll ·'" 

.l!tllutk.., lo\\ .1rtl thl' kdl'r.il gm t'l lllllt'lll .inti 1h ... nu.ti 

progr:1111 ... . '' l11t h in turn 1nllut'lllt·tl till' philo..,ophicil lL'll<>r 

of (ong1 L'"" 

' " lo111lLT <ongrL'""lll.111 \ugu'>lU.., 1· 11.m J..111.., ( D -C.a l l 

... l.llL'd 111 I l)H-. "\\ L'°' l' 111.llk l l\ ii 11ghh pmgrl' ...... \\ ith L'\ L'r) 

p1L·-,idl'nt ..,llllL' I r;1nklin Hoo..,L'\ L'it. until no\\ .. The oll1u.tl.., 

Hv.1g.1n .1ppo111tL·tl to hL-;1d up ktlvr;tl l l\ ii nghl'> :1gL'lll IL'" 

dl'ti111l'tl to L'llf<>ltL' tl1L' l.1''" th.11 (.ongrt'"" h;1tl 111.1ntl.1tL·tl 

tlll'l11 to .1d111i111-,IL'L I Ii" .1dm1111..,11.111on lohh1ed to\\ l'.IKL'll 

till' I lJH2 L',ll'll..,1011 of till' \ ot111g Rigt11 ... \LL .ind .1t1c111ptvd 

I<> l'i11111n.1IL' .1f11r111.1Li\ l' .lllIC>n .I'> .I polin 

lk.1g.lll ·.., "lil"ll'""or. Ceorgl' Bu..,h .. 1tloptL'tl 111.1ny of hi.., 

politt'" Bu-,h \l'lOL'tl :111 i111prn1.1111 LI\ ii righi... hill .inti 

.1ppo1n1vtl l<> the '>uprcmc <.ourt <.l.1rcntL' Tho111.1 .... . 111 

\ lnc.111 \nll'n t.lll 1u..,titl' \\ho h.1 ... ..,111tl' \OIL'tl to \\l'akl'n 

ti\ 11 nghh pr<>ll'llion-, in '>l'\ L'r,tl 1111port.1nt l.l"L'". 

Oui...itl · of gm L'rnnwnt during thl· dl't .ldl' of the 'HO-, , 

''di fin.int t·d con..,c1T:1ti\ L' gnn1p.., llo11ri ... Iwtl in p.1nnLT"h1p 

\\ ith .1 ") 111p.1thl'lil \\ 'hill' I lou"l' . Thl' "con ... lT\ 'ati,·c 

fl'\ olut1on ... \\1th u-, oppn ... 11ion to h1g go' L'rl1111l'11l. ll'r<>L'ti 

1n on ti\ ti nght:- .inti -,m 1.tl progr;1111.., \ ll1rn1.1tin: action-

111 till' \\1nkrl.1tt', in unl\cr..,it\ .1d1111..,..,1on .... and in g<l\L'rn 

mvnt ontr;1t Ling- h;1.., lwl'n .1 pnmt· 1.1rgt'l for con"L'n .Ill\ l' 

org.111i1all<H1" likl' the l11"litult' lor Ju..,titt'. the ,\1m:ric1n 
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C1\ ti Hight.., Co.ti 111011 .. 111d t hv I knt .tgL' Fou nd.111on Thl' 

11L'\\ I) L'nl'1g11L·tl .1111 i .1II11 111.11 iH' .1t t ion It HTL''> d1.1 ngL·tl t hL' 

ortkr ol h.1t1il' \\ hl'rl' l I\ ii right.., orga1111.1t1on ... lud 1.1kt·n 

Lht· ofkn-,i\L' in till' I tJ()tb to'' in L'qu.tlll) from "t·grl'g.111011 

'"'go' ernlllL'nh 111 thL· '>outh . um-.vn .Ill\ L' org.11111.1Lion-. 

.lrL' no\\ \\ .1ging .1ggrl'""'' L' t.1111p.11gn-. to U\ l ' rlurn 111.1n) of 

tlHl'>L' g.lin-,. :\linoril\ 111ll'rL''>h .111tl org.11111.11ion-. 110\\ find 

thL' lll"l'l\l''> t<>n'>l.lnth on thl' ddt•thi\t' 

Publi R la tion Wa r 

l od.1). L<Hl'>l'l"\.lll\l' group-, .lrL' morl' '><>ph1..,llt.lll'd tl1.1n 

thl· .inti t l\ ti right-. lorL l'" o f tht· I t)(10.,, '' hiL h '' vrl· ") 111hol 

lll'tl h) (~O\L'rnor (;l·mgv \\,111.ltL'\ 1965 prod.1111.1tion . 

.. ...,L·grt·g.1LH >n f< >rl'\ t'r' \!111111 .111\ t' .lt ll< ll1 ,.., hl·111g .1t1.1l KL'tl 

\\Jlh .1 11t'\\ \\L'.1pon puhlit rl'i.111011 ... -\\ith thl· .11m o f 

d1"t rL·di1111g thl' polit \ 1n tht· 111111tl-. of thl' puhliL through 

lo.1tll'tl d1.1r;1lleri1.1t1on .... 111L lutl111g l.thL· ling .11Tin11.1t1\l' 

.ll lit >ll .1-. "rt'' L'f"l' tli-,l nmin.ll IC >11 ... "quo1.1 ... ... . ind "prl'IL·1 

l'l1tt''> 

\ prune l'"\.1mpk of till-, ,.., l' ropo'>llton 209 . .ttl<>plL'tl h\ 

C.tltlorni.1 'otL·r.., in I l)l)(> h\ .1 n.llTO\\ rn.1rgi11 Till' lllL'.l'>lllt'. 

\\hit h <>Uli.m.., -.1.11t· .ilf11m.1ll\ L' .1tl1011 program.., 111 L'dllt.I 

I ion . l'lllplo) 111L'11l .. 111d t <ml r.1t t 111g. dot'" not ll1L'llt 1on 

.ilfmll.lll\L' .llliOll ln..,ll'.ld . fl rl·.1d-. thi-. \\.I) . "Thl' -,t,llt' 

... 11.111 not di..,ni111111.1tL' .1g.11n-.1. or p,m11/ pn:fi•n •111w/ tre111 

111e11/ to .• 111) ind1\ 1tlu.t1 ... < >1 gmup-. ... " \ poll l.ttl·r 

rt'\ L':tll'd th.IL 111.111\ ol thL' pvoplv \\ho \ otl'tl for 1111.., 

111111.lll\ L' h .1d not l'l'.tll/t'd th.11 fl would L'lld .1ff1111l.lll\ l' 

.1tt11>11 .• 111d th.11 lud thL'\ knm\n . till') ''ouldn 't h .1\t' \<>lL'd 

lrn fl \ n .111t1 -.1ffin11.1tl\l' .ttlH>n 1111L1.1ti\L' 111 \\.1-,h1ngton 

'>I.ill'. 1- 200. \\hit h \\iii hl' Oil till' h.1llnt 111 '\m L'lllhl'r. ll'>L'" 

pr;1l t1t.tll) tdl·ntic.tl l.1ngu.1gv 

\nothl'r in-,1d1ou-. Lil'\ ll t' ,.., l<> gt\ L' .1nu-.1ffirm.1t1\l' .1t ll< in 

dlnrh .1 hl.tlK Litt' For l',,1111pk . Propo-.it1on 20l) "·'" 
pn >llHllL'tl h) <.alilorn1.1n.., \ g.11n..,t I )1..,n1111111;1t1011 .111d 

Prl'IL'll'lllL''> .• 1 ''hill' org.11111.111 011 111.11 1m lll'd \\ .1rd 

< < 1111wrl) .• in \fm .111 \ nll'm .111. l< > t luir thl' i11111.1tl\ L' tin' t' 

\l.1m 111 till' puhltl did not "li"Pt'tl th.II .1 group ltl'.ILil'd h\ 

.I hl.1tk Ill.Ill"·'" ,lllll.iih t<HllllllllL'tl LO d1111in.11111g .1fl1r111.1 

ll\t' .lLtion. \ i111il.1rh. thL· l.1111p;11gn lor \\ ': 1..,hington "Liil'.., 

I 200 rnruitcd UllL'l1lplo\L'd .inti honK·ll'..,., \fri t.1n \11ll'll 

t.1n-, lrom Ohio. Floml.1 .. 111tl <.h1ugo to gathl'r pL'tition 

..,ign.11urL'" Tl1L''>L' hi.it k I L't rull., '' l'l"l' 1niu.1ll) tin l'l\ L'tl h\ 

L.llllp.11gn org.111i1L·r.., "h<> told thl'lll th.it they'' oultl IK· 

g.1tlll'nng ... 1gn.1turl'" to put .1 pro tt\il right... lllL\l..,Lirl' on 

till· h.11101. It \\.I.., hopt·d 111.11 \\ .1 ... l11ngton ·.., tillll'n" \\mild 

hl' '>llllii.trly tll'Cl'i\ L'd. 

\\ "ith Bill Climon 1n till'\\ l11tl' l lou'>l' .111d Lhl' (.011g1v.., 

..,1011.d Bl.it k C.1ut u" .11 till' othl'r L'lld of Penn ... yh .111i.1 

\ \ l ' llUL' .• 1nu-.11linn.11i' l' .1L11011 tort L'" h,1, L' l)L'l'll l'f kcti\ L'iy 
hl<>LKl'd .11 thl' kdt•r;tl k\t•I <.linlon . \\ho l.lllL·tl lrn 

"nll'nding, not ending" ,ill1rm.1tl\ L' .It lion . h.1.., l''ll'l'tkd .tll 

ol hh prl'dl'tl'.,..,or.., in hl.tl k C:ah111l't and judicial .1pp<>int 

llll'nt.., But,,.., tht· .,L111ggk· <>HT .dl1nnatiH' .1uion tont1nUl''> 

111 t<>urt.., .ind "t:llL' ll'ghl.uurL'" .1cro:- ... the nation . hl.tl k 

l'll't tl·d offki.tl .... ll\ ii right... group-. .• 1ml other hl.tt k 

org.1n11.1tion ... . in t<>.tlllion ''1th progre..,..,i,l' ''hue IL'.ttlL·r .... 

.Ind groups rl'prl'-,l'llting till' intl'rl''-,h or Ollll'r ll111lOritiL'" 

.ind "omen .• 1rl' \\ l'tgh111g 111 to jo111 tlll'"l' Ill'\\ h.lttil''> . • 

Where Ar They Now? 
Man) of the 

D . 
ivil Right ch o ·ate. a Wei I a. Tho e Oppo ed to 

·ti ve in Public ffa ir gregation Ar till 

br More DeFrancis 

T hl' l'<llk'cti\ l' dlori... of 111.1m tkd1t.1tetl \n1l'n ­

l.ln'>-hl.1ck .111d "illll' . 111L'l1 .111d '' onll'n. ProLL'" 

I.till'> . C.11ho1tc ... . .inti .It'\\" · young .111d o ld .llllL' 

togvthl' I 111 till' I lVi(b .111d fl)()().., to ht'lUl11L' thl' l l\ ti nght'> 

111< >\ L'lllt'lll \ ggre..,-.i, t•h pur'>llll\~ nom 1okn1 pr< >IL'"'" .ind 

-,1ratL·g1L Li\\ -.u11-.. the) d1..,lodgL·d till' 1wn .t ... i\ l' "Y"ll'lll of 

... outlwrn 1.1u..,111 th.II h.1d IK'L'll l''>l.lhii..,hl'd o\ l'r "Ollll' 5'i0 

)l'.ll ... . 01 uiur'>L'. lh.1ngt• "·'" IL''> I'>lt·d h) \\hill' polit1u.111-, 

.111tl othL'f"'> u>11111111Ll'd to prt'"LT\ 111g thl' ... u1u ... quo . \\ h1k ll 

\\ould hl' imp<i...-.ihll' to li-.1 till' thou-..1ntl-. of peopll' \\ho 

ill'ipl·d -.l1.1pl' th1.., hi-,1on. '' t' h.I\ t' t IH>'>L' l1 to look .11 thl· 

II\ l'" ol .1 le" 1ntli\ idu.tl ... . from hoth '>tdl·.., of the '>Lruggk'. 

''ho pl.1\ vd .1 roll' tllL'11 .inti con11nuL· to pl.I\ .1 rok 111 ou1 

n.111011.., puhl1l lifL·. 

J OH LEWI 
\l .1gt' 2.1. John LL'\\,.., \\ .1 ... thl' \ < >ungl'"' Kl')'llOlt' 

"PL\lkl'I ,I[ tl1l' 1')(1) \Ltrd1 <>ll \\ .1 ... 111ngton I IL' "POKL' ·'" 

t h.11r o( \\ h.11 h.1d hct<>llll' thl· prt't'll1111l'nt <>rg.11111.uion ol 

\ < n111g l l\ ii nght ... ~It ll\ 1-,i..., tht· '-,t utlt·nt '\<>n- \ 1oll'lll ( .<>o rd1 

n.11111g C.n1111111llLT ( '>'\(( l B<>111 till' "on of ... h.1retrnppL'r" . 

LL'\\,..,'' .1.., -,1ill .1 l'<llkgL· ... 1udl'nt '' lll'n hl· tlt·l 1ded to n-.k 

hi-. lill' 111 ll)()I .1 .... 1 "FrL'L'tl<>m R1tk1 " l<> t•nd "L'grL·g.111011 .11 

-,mllllL'rn hu-, lt•r1111n.tl-. \\ llL'n th ') rL'.lt lll'd \lontg<>llll'f'\ . 

\l.1ha111.1. Ill' .inti othl'r l'rl'L·do111 H1dt·r-, '' L'rl' hrut.ilh 

IK'.lll'll h) .1n org.1n11L·d \\hill' 111oh \\ h1k lot.ti politt' 

rl'lu-.L·d to intL'l"\L'llL'. Four \L'.lr ... l.1tL'I . LL''''" led .1 group of 

nun hvr.., .It ro.,., thl' Ftlmuntl l'vllu.., BntlgL' 1n ...,L'lnu . 

\l.1h;1111.1. 1111<> till' h.11on.., of ".11t1ng ... I.Ill' troopl'r'> . Thi-. 

tlL' l11011'>l1.lllOll nr lOUr;tgl'. "l'l'll ()fl tl'll'\ i-.1on -.crl'l'll" 

.It ro. ....... till' l<>Unll). '' .1.., 111-.trunll'nl.tl 111 g.11111ng P·'""·'gL' of 

t Ill' \ ot 111g l{1ghi... All Llll'r I h.11 \ l\I r 

In I t)H I . Ll''"" ''a" l'iL't tt•tl to thL· \tl.lllt.1 City Council 

l"i\L' \l'.lr.., I.lier hl' " ·'" l'il'lll'tl to C.<>ngrL'""· \\ hL·rL· ill' 
continUl'" lo rcpre-,L·nt ( ;L'<>rg1.1 ·.., 'ith tungrL'"'>ion.tl tl1-.1nt t . 

\\ htl h 1mluLiL'" the L' nllrl' Ul) of \tl.1n 1.1 Lt'\\,..,-., llll'lll<>tr. 

II t1//m1.~ II ith the \\' i11d '' ,,.., rl'il'.l'>L'tl 1h1 ... )L\lr. I k tontin 

LIL''> to "Pt'.IK of hi" f.iith in hutltling till' "hl'im ed commu 

nil) .. of rau.il h.1r111on) t'll\f..,1onvd h\ RL'' \l .1nin 1 uthn 

King. J1 

TROM THURMO D 

'>outh C.1rolin.1 polit1ci.1n J ~trom Thurmond :tire.Id) h.1d 

.I rq)Ul.lll<>n ,,.., .I COllllllilll'd '-,l'grL·g;lll<l111'>l hl'fOrl' Lill' I l)()(h 

d.m lll'tl . \ t till' 19 1H lk111ou.1lll '\.1t1011al Com l'nllon. hl' 

ll'tl .1 \\ .dkou l of '-,()lfl11l'rn I klllOl r:1h to rrotl'">l .I l'l\ ti 
right. ... pl.111k I<> the p.!11) .., pl.1tlor111 l .illl'd for hy I luht·rt 11 

Mr. DeFronc1s is he senior ed1 or at the Jo1nl Center or Pol1t1col and Economic Studies and a 
contnbut1ng editor lo FOCUS. Rev Andre Spivey a Joint Center summer research ossislont and 
second-year studenl at Colgate Rochester Q,,,nily School, conlnbvted to this or11cle 

I lumphrl'). thl'n 111.l)tll nf \l111nL·a pol1.., "PL»tk111g on ht·l1.1ll 

of \\ h1LL' ..,outl1l'rnl'r". Thurmont! -.1.ttL·d. \ II till' l.1\\.., of 

\\ ,1-,h1ngton .Intl .til tht• h.l\OllL'h or tilL' •\rll)\ l.111ll<ll f<>f"ll ' 

tht• '\l·gnll'" 11110 thl'lr lt<Hlll'" · thL'tr '>thoob. thL'll d1u1till''> 

.ind lhL'lr pi.IL .... of ll'lll\lllOll .lllll .1111U ... l ' l11L'I11 .. 

In tl1l' ..,umnll'r of It)() 1. .iltl'r 1110.-.1 "L·grl'g.llIC >n1 ... i... 111 

<.ongrl'"" lud l l'.l"l'd to oppo-.t· p.1 ....... 1gl' of till· lll..,l< >m u\ll 

nglu-. ~Ill. Thurmond fought .1 ""nholtt h.11tk up to !Ill' l.1 ... L 

hour. mtroduung uippling .1111t·nd11wm ... to dl'i.I\ till' '<>IL' 

on thl' kg1-.l .1 L1on t h.11 \\ ou Id Im.ill) end '>L'grL·g.1111 H1 111 

1110._,[ puhltt pl.lt l'" '\()\\ '-,l'f"\ 111g hi ... 1.1" t'O n-,l'l ll(I\ L' \ l\11 

111 till' "L'll.llL'. ·1 hurnmnd . \\ho "''lit h ·ti to till· lkpuhlil .tll 

p.lrt) 111 11)61. ,.., onL' of on!\ l\\o "'t1111g lllL'lllht'I" of 

( .ongrl'"" to h.l\L' \ <>IL'tl .1g.1111"t thl' l l)h 1 Cl\ ii i{1glu-. \ct 

!'Ill' othl'I '" '>t·n.1tm Roht·Jl < B) rd ( D-\\ \ .1 l 

HARRI WOFFORD 
I l.11-r1-, \\olfonl ,.., .1 \\hilt' f'l'IH1l'""l'.tn \\ho h.i... h.1d till' 

llllll'>U.tl pm 1kgL' ol ... 11.1 ltll111g l\\O \\orltl-.- \\,1..,h111gton 

p11lll1c-, .inti hi.it k .it ti\ 1..,111 \\1th ''' 111 l.1'' til'grl't'" from 

11< m .1rd .1-. '' l'll ·'" ) .tlL· .. inti '' llh .1 del'p 1111L'll'"' 111 tltL· 
nom ioknt rl'\ olut1011 \\ nn1glll h) \loh .1nd.1.., l 1.111tllu in 

lntlt.1. ill' '>L'I out to·'""'"' till' ti\ ti nght.., mm l'lllL'nl 111 tlw 

ft)'i().., I k l1.1d d1..,tu""L'd nom 1ok·nt ..,lr.llL'gIL'" "1th \I.111111 

Luthu K111g. Jr .. ind"·'" lt·g.tl t<>un-,el to till' l ..., ( 0111111i.., 

-,um on Ci' ii Hight.. "hL'll John F "-elllll'tl) .1pp< >111lnl h11n 

\\hil l' ll ou"L' .1th1-,<>1 Oll ll\il 11ght... 111 ll)hl ' "·' \\ .1.., l11ng 
ton "111"1Llt·r. \\ oll())tl ",,.., .1111011g .1 l1.1ndlul ol f1L'< >pk· 

< l.trl'ntL' \littl1l'il. l.ou1-. \l.1rt111 .• 111d Jo'>l'ph ltlllh \\ L'IL' 

othL·r-.-\\ho l1.1d .lttL'"" to 11H>\l' l11l'nt lc.1dt·1-, ·'" \\l'll .1-. 

I hL· \\ h llL' I lou-.L· 

\\ oflord. \\ho .ii'><> hL·lpnl found Lill' l'l'.tll' <oq1 .... h.1 ... 

l"L'f1l,lll1L'd .lt ll\ l' Ill puhlil !ill' .111d politll .... '-,l'r\ 111g .1 ... 

pre-,idl'nt of B1111 \l,m r Colll'gt· .ind Lllt'r ·'" .1 l ..., '>t'll.llt n 
f 10111 l'L·n1h\ h .1n1.1 I Iv t u11t·nth hL·ad-, thL· ( 01p< >1.111< >ll ltn 

'\.111onal ...,l'n itl' 

BYRO de la B KWITH 
On the l'\l'ning ol ,lunt· 12. ll)Ci5 .. \kdg.1r l\l·r .... l1dd 

-.n rl'l.11"\ (or till''\,\ \CP 111 _I.it k-.on. ,\!1-. ... ,..,..,1pp1. ''·'" 

·'"""""111.Ill'tl 111 Lill' tlrl\ l'\\ ,l\ of h1" h<>llll' rill' 111.111 \\ho 

..,h< >t EH·r-.. ''hilt· ..,up1t·n1.1t1-,1 lh n >n Lil' l.1 Bn k" 1th . '' ·'" .1 1 
Lhl' time .1 memh ·r of till' ..,o t.111 ·ti \\ 'ltitt· <.1111l'n< <.ounnl 

111 h1.., IH>lllL'lO\\ n ol (rrL'L'n\\ood. HO mile-. lr()m Jitk-,on 

I k..,plll' m LT\\ l1l'l111111g 111.tll'ri.tl l'\ idcnt l' . thl' 111urtll'1 

t h.11gL'" .1g.11n-,1 !kt k '' 11 h \\l'rL· dropped .tltl'r 1 '' < > f <)(1 1 

tri.tl-. ended in hung 1uriL'"· Both 1uriL''> \\l'll' .tll ''hill' 

C1111/111rn•d 011 /itt.~e (i 
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elected .1 hL1ck repr ·sentJtive-Eva 

M. la; ton from the ht and teh in L. 

\\.Ht from the 1-th. Despite the 

st..il j 's _1 percent black popul:Hi n , 

frican Americans 

to sef\ e in the ongress from 

orth arolm.1 inc.e Reconstrucuon . 

In its pi\ >tell 1993 haw' Reno 
de ision. the . . upreme ourt 

ruled that the "bizarre" shapes f 

these two district wer a clear 

indicllion that race had been the 

ma1or cons1d ·ration in th ir construc­

tion . Writing the oun's opinion in 

the narro\\ 5 to •1 ruling, Ju tice 

Sandra Da; · onnor stated that th • 

use of mce Js the primary fa tor in 

c.lra?.ing distnct lines a prohibited 

unle'>s the gm emment could hO\'v 

that 1b use \"\Js rurro\\ l; tailored LO 

meet a compelling state interc.st In 

1997, the stJte l gislature redrew th 

dbtricts to m.1ke them m re "regu­

larly" sl1Jped. 

But a three-1udge pJnel last pril 

niled that rac • had sull he n too 

c.Jominant a factor in dra\\ ing the 

distri t line-. . The state then a-.ked the 

. '>. Supreme ourt to allow it to 

postpone redra...,,.ing the district yet 

Jgain until aft •r its heduled May 

primary election . The ourt refused to 

hear the <..1se, making it neces .1ry for 

the primary to be reschedult'd for 

eptember 

lintier the original 1991 redistrict­

ing pl.in. the 12th distri c was major­

ity-black- about -3 percent The 

1997 plJn brought the percentage 

down to 16 p •rcenc. Th> new 'S( plan 

finally accepted by the 1udges in June 

gives the district a population that is 

onl; 35 p rcent black 

E\'en though his distn l is nO\."\ 

near! ' two-third white, Representa­

ti\ e Wan has :mnoun ed that he 

n:mains a candidate for reelection in 

the fall primal) . Howe' er, h • 

'>trongly rni ·ized the court's d c1-

.,ion: "I find it ironi and saddening 

that 100 years after • rge 11. hite 

\'\as d feated as the s le remaining 

black member f ongres in 189 

due to poll taxe , literacy tests , and 

ballot tuffing, the same fights for 

minority representation are l eing 

\vaged again ... AJthough the new plan 

will be in effe t during thi year' 

·lecti n, the tale au m y general' 

office has announced that it will 

ntinue its <.1ppeal for 'validation of 

the 1997 plan . 

The ontinual barr..1g , f chal­

lenge to distri ts repre ented by 

black meml •rs f ongress thr ugh­

out the outh will he r ·newed when 

the redi tricting pro ess '>lJrts aft r 

the 20 ensus. 

NAACP Urges a BoycoH of 
Biased Hotels 

In 1963, public accommodauons 

m the uth were generall; losed 

to Afri an mericans. There were 

\\ h1tes-onl restaurants, mo,·ie 

hou e . e\·en parks and b •aches. The 

number of hotels in the • outh that 

would a c •pt black gue ts \\a o 

small, it as necessary for hla k 

lrJvelers to sla al the h m s of I al 

blacks who would ac ept temporal)' 

boarders. Afric.in merican familie · 

were often forced to sleep in their 

ar ff dark and dangerous back 

road . Toc.Ja; . hotels and motels ar 

open w all rr.1velcrs, hut their 

employment and c ntra ting p li ie 

are not ah ays so fr •e of di rimina­

tion . 

n June 26, the P Lodging 

dvisory oun ii relca d its econd 

consumer guide and report on the 

hotel motel indu'>try as a part of rhe 

'\ CP's Economi Reciprocity 

Initiative. TI1e rep rt grades the 

indu try on iL-. perforn1an ·e in 

emplo; ing and contra ting \\1th 

fri an Americans and other people 

of color The objective of the report 

and guide, according ro P 

pre idem Kweisi 1fume, i to allow 

consumers to n1Jke lodging de ·isions 

based on companies ' commitment to 

equal opportunit}' . 

Fourt ·n hotel hairu; were 

e\·aluated based on th ir p ·rf rman e 

in •mplo;menl, vendor d •vel pm nl , 

adverusing , imestm nt opportunities, 

and philanthrop; in the min rity 

ommunity. The r • ulting rep Ii ard 

showed considerable progress from 

the fir l year\ finding in the •trea of 

ommuniry involvement, contract:-., 

and programs to promote diver ity 

and equal opp rtunity in hiring and 

promotJ n . Ten of the fourteen 

chains now have fncan meri an 

on their boards of dire t rs , although 

oth •r minoriti ' s ar not so ell 

repr s 'nted . 

t the boll m f th rankings 

w r ' the mni (J).) :md B st e'>t­

ern (Dtl chains. The Bet \X'estem\ 

1998 grade \Vas actually an improve­

ment 0\ er it'> perfonnan e ~ r 199 . 

"hen it rec ived an F. The m.ni was 

the only chain who grade was 

lower this ear than la t year. (In 

1997, it received .1 D). The P 

v. ithholds 1L'i busine · fr m hotels 

\\ ith a grade of Dor belO\'\. and urge . ., 

consumers to hoycon the'>e chains. 

The two highest ranking hotel 

chains w re endant (B) and Promus 

< B-). endant include · Da Inn, 

Howard Johnson, Knight Inn, ' uper 

8 Iotel , Tran!l Lodg , illager Lord , 

and ~ ingate Inn. Pr mus in ludes 

mhass uites, I Iampt n Inn and 

, uites, Homewood uile , and lub 

Hoteb by l ouhletree. Both hotel 

hains improved on their grades for 

the pr >viou year, when endant 

r • eived a C- and Promu a D. • 
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The Struggle Continues 
/JJ ' fJal'1d ' R11jfi11 and 

.\/my K Garber 

In 196 , the <. ivil righi... struggl • 

fo ·usec.J on \\Inning for Im.an 

mencans the most basil rights other 

itizens enjoyed-the right to che k 

in Lo hotel:-. , to he sel\ed at re.,tau ­

r.1nts , and to c.Jnnk from publt<: water 

fount.tins . Those rights h.t\ e been 

''on. 
But today the 'itruggle continues a.., 

force-; hostile to civil rights work to 

dilute hl.1 k 'otmg -.trength and 

eroc.Je gains in the ureJs of equul 

emplo ·m · nt and edu ational oppor­

tunity Indeed , elements of th • 

politi<.al right-\\ing are mm casting 

the continuing effo rt to obtain equal 

oppo rtunity .ind ju tice tor minoriti ·s 

and \\omen .1'> "reverse cli.,<.rimina­

tion" ag.1in'>t \\. hite men 

i\ il rights organiz.tlions , black 

electetl ornn.ils , and other'> ar . nO\\ 

fighting to preserve affin11,1tiY • 

action , to h.llt the drain of resour ._., 

from publit '>cho Is, to remove the 

raLial cli.,paritie., in criminal senten ·­

ing, and to ensure that lrican 

Ameril.1ns .ire not "redb1riued" out 

of co ntention fo r seats in ongress 

and '>l.lle legi'ilature s. '.: hile tremen 
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clous civil rights achievements ha\'e 

tJken place, future progre..,., 1:-. 

uncert<tin a-, righh adnKate., .ire 

actually fighting to pr ., ent .1 roll­

back of c •rtJin hard-\\ on gains. 

Updates of .,ome of th · mor • impor­

tant continuing ti\ ii rights '>ln1ggle.s 

the nation face., are profiled b ·low. 

The National Assault on 
Affirmative Action 

In 1963, frican 11 •ricans in the 

South were subjected to a s stem of 

official!; sJnctioned racism that 

explic it))- e ·eluded them from 

con.,ideration for most 1obs that 

offe red goo I wages . \\/hen .in 

nouncem •nt., for th ~..,e jo bs appeared 

tn help-\"\ ,tnletl :.tels, n \"\ Js under­

stood that " egro •s need not apply ." 

Moreover, the onl; public educa­

tion aYailable to most southern bla ks 

\\a., at gross!; underfund ·cl s ·gre­

gated schools .ind black.,-onl) statt' 

colleges. \X nh passage of the 'ivil 

Rights t of 1961 , discrimination in 

both areas began to end l\en~rthe­

less , it "as disccl\'erec.J that the mere 

ab . ..,ence of overt dis ·nminJt1on did 

not create a le' el playing !kid. 

In the late '>i ties and earl; 

se\ enties , .1ffirm.1ti"e actio n programs 

in higher education , employment, 

and contracting \\ erc instituted to 

help make up for past exclusion and 

to ensure th.IL \frican mericans 

were being accordec.J equal .iccess to 

the American c.Jream. ffirm.1ti\e 

.inion also sef\ ed .1 ... a methoc.J of 

intef\·emion to ounte mll ..,ubtle 

"} stemi or instituuonal dhc:rimina­

tion that h:.td the ·ffecL of excluding 

minorilie.-. or ''omen from opponun1-

ues . '.'-.u h subtle discriminJt1on 

int luded ·xclu..,ional)' recruitment 

practi es and ex.1mmallons ''hose 

contents wer j not j b rel,ned . 

In recent year ... . . 1 nationwide :.mti­

affim1all\' • cllllOn 1110\'el11 nl ha'> 

ought to l'limin.Lte the. e progrnms. 

Its most notable su ·cesses ha\ • be •n 

the pa.,sag • of Proposition 209 in 

alilornia . o utla\\ ing affinnall\e 

.1ttion programs in .di stJte .1genc ie '> 

.111d institutions. and the !lopll'ood I ' 

The> late of 7"exas decision of .1 

federal appellate court. ncm und ·r 

.tppe.d. \\ hid1 stnJCk dcm n affirma­

uve auion admi'> . .,ions programs in 

th • L ni\ •rsity o f Texas system as 

\\ <: 11 a .s th • st.lie uni' ersit y s\ stems of 

Louisiana and rkJnsas. 

Thi.., '\member. the t itizen.., of the 

StJLe of \\ ashington will 'ote on 

1nit1<1li\e 1-200, ''hith \\•I" drafted in 

language nearlv identical to th .H of 

PropositJon 209. The \\ ashington 

initi.nive wou Id eliminate Jffirm.lli\ e 

action in ..,late employment , educa­

tio n , and contrat ting (see ·· e\\ 

lniliati\ • ttack-. ffirmative ct ion ., 

in the June issue of F USl . 

Bill.., that '' ould ha' e simil.ir 

eff ·cts h.1ve be •n mtrcx.lucec.I in more 

than a c.lozen -.tale legi..,Jatures. In 

ongres-., me<i'>ures that '' ould 

nullif\ affirmauv • .tc tion in college 

TRINDLmER • FOCUS MAGAZINE AUGUST 1998 • JOI T CENTER FOR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STUDIES • 202-789-3500 • WWW.JOINTCTR ORG 



admissions .md in federJl contratting 

\Vere \Oted down earlier this year, 

hut the sponsor. of those hills Jn: 

expelled Lo continue their efforts 111 

the future. In the courts, lawsuits 

ha\'e been filed again.'>l the affirma­

ti\ e actton ,1dmi'.'>sions poliue.-. of the 

ni\ erstl') of 1ich1gan, the l nt\ er"tl} 

of\\ a-.hington La'" S hoot, ,ind other 

institutions aero s the country. 

List 'member, when I louston 

voter'> defeated Pr position , a 

referendum modeled on Proposition 

209, it looked a though the n,1uon­

\\. 1de c,unpaign to eliminate affirma­

uve anion prognm.s had been dealt ,1 

s 'tback. Bur n June 26, 'itate l istri t 

judge ha roly n 'V ood tn\'alidated the 

results of the I I uston \.Ole on the 

grounds that the redrafting ol the 

referendum by city officiab \\,JS 

improper. 

ity officiab had rewriuen th ' 

original measures decepll\.e and 

confu..,ing language to nuke IL dear 

to \Oters that its passage would r ·suit 

in the elimination of the city's 

affirmatt\ e acuon programs in 

employment and contracting. Polb 

taken before the election showed that 

the measure would h.t\ e pa'>sed if 

th • onginal wording wllh tls rl'lt:r­

enu.· to "preference'>" had been lelt 

inuu Instead the referendum \\,ls 

c.I feated by a substJntt.tl \.Ole of '>·1 

to 16 pe ru:> nt. 

The original language of the 

I lou'>ton measure wa-. uken from 

Proposn1on 209 anc.I reac.1-. .1s follow-. : 

'The City of Houston '>hall not 

discriminate against, or grant prefer­

enu,d treatment to, any inc.Ii\ idu.il or 

group nn the basis of r.tle, sex, color, 

ethmuty, or national orig111 in the 

operation of public employm ·nt <Inc.I 

publK contracting." 

The iLy ouncil , LIL the urging of 

outgoing layor Bob Lamer. on­

gre.'>swonun 'iheila Jackson Lee , Ci\ ti 

rights organizauon..,, ,inc.I other 

citizens ' groups , changed che "-'Ord­

ing to reflect the ,1ltu.1l intent of the 

referendum·., proponents: 

"Shall the harter of the ity of 

I lousL n be ,unended to end Lhe use 

of affirmat1\ e •l llon frn \\'omen and 

minorities in the operation of the it} 

of Houston emplo} ment ,inc.I con­

tracting, including ·nc.ling the current 

program .inc.I any stmil,ir programs in 

the futu re7" 

.Judge \1 ooc.I\ decbion h.i 

ramifi ·at1on.., for the nationwide 

haule to di!->manLle affirmati\e action . 

Although the 1uc.lge rnlec.I that the 

city' re\' rite dtc.I not refleu the intent 

of those \\ho had origin.illy signed 

the petition to h,1\ e the me.isure 

placed on the ballot. she ruled 

.1gainst the plaintiffs' request to ha\.e 

the city enjoined from re\.\. riung an} 

future referendum on the subject. For 

the present , the ctty's .iffinnati\e 

action program rem.tins in place. hut 

its fucure is undear. The city has 

appealed the de<.i'>ton , hut state IJ\\' 

allows the 1udge to order a new 

election c·,·en befor • the appeab 

proce:-.s is completed . 

Many political oh'>ener'> are 

concerned that a nc''' election might 

not attract thl' same high turnout 

among minorit~ 'oters th,n helped 

ti feat the intltJlt\ e last member, 

\\.hen Lee Brown , the cit} ·.., forn1er 

black police lhid .inc.I lormer linton 

drug zar. headed the ballm in a 

successful bid to b ·come the cit}"s 

first bl..i<.k m,1yor. 

Vouchers a Drain on Public 
Education 

After the L.S. Supreme ourt's 

19'> 1 Bmu•11 1• Board of Ed11cation 

decision , ci\ ii rights groups fought to 

integrate racially '>egregatec.I puhli 

school'> , primaril} becJU'>e white 

schools generally had far superior 

facilirie'> ,ind resour es . Tocby, the 

bigge-;t fighL over elementJry Jnd 

'>econd.iry education invoh es ,1n 

effort to use t:.tx dollars to support 

education vouchers that \\'Ould help 

JXl} frn tunion anc.I e . pen...,es ,lt 

private ,tnd parochiJI schoob 

\.er the pa l ~ w years, se\. era I 

congressional proposals have been 

introc.luC1..•c.I to offer education vouch­

er-. to poor families valued at b ,_ 

m een · 2, 100 .tnd 3,200. Th.it the'>e 

id ' as ha\•e m 'l with some '>Upport 

among hbck parcnL'> is not surpris­

ing, given the di. repair, '1olen e, .inc.I 

Im" achte\ement that p!Jgue man} 

urban puhltc schoob. In J nallonal 

joint enter sun ey conducted one 

year <Igo. 57 percent of Afntan 

Americ.tn'> reported th.it thq \.\.ould 

SU pport \'(}UC hers . 

e\·ertheles-. . those oppos •c.I to 

, ·oucher.,, induding the \. ( J> . 

;irgue th.it de.,pite the Jd\ .1nt.1ge., 

Ll1ey pre..,ent to .,ome famtl1cs , their 

m ·erall effect \\ ould he d1.,,1strmt'> 

both for U\. ti nghts and for the puhltl 

school '>}'>tem. sing tax dollars to 

-.upport religious instruoion llie-. in 

the Lice of Lhe First mendment 

..,ep.1ration of church and '>l.llL' 

The second problem i-, th,ll e'en 

,ll the high-end propo.-.al of .3 .200 

per pupil. vouchers wouldn't cmer 

the lull cost of most prn·ate .,lhool 

tuition . le,1\ ing 'irtually .tit poor 

f,1111ilie-. out of the running 

Furthermore, unlike puhltc 

sd10ols, private anc.1 paro hial 

in'.'>tttutions need not -,boulder the 

respom1bi11t) of opening their door'> 

to .ill Pri\ •lie schoob are not suh1eu 

LO federal ci\ ii rights prot ·cuon'> .111d 

Lhey ha\.e broad latitude to turn 

applic.rnts away for reasons other 

than an inabiliL> to pa) . 

\lost pri\. ate sch ols relu-.e to 

admit <tpplicinb who fail to make 
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1111n1mum score., on <.,t;tnd.irdiZL·d 

lL'SlS, for e\..t111ple . Jnd many rewct 

,1pplit,1nt:-. \\. ith learn mg dbahilitte., . 

Ft' \\ pri\ .Ile .,chools h.l\ e the r ·-

... ou rces to .1ecommoc.late children 

\\ho are \. isuall} or heanng impa in: c.I . 

At pre., ·nL. 93 percent ol the 

ruuon·., bl.1ck children, .111d HH 

percent of the nauon·-. '' lrne d1il ­

dren. ,lllend public "l hools. But 

l nllt''> le.tr that vouchers could trigg •r 

.1 da111.1ging new trend, dra111ing both 

publtl funds and the be-.t .,tudcnts 

<I\\ a) from public '>choob, '' h1ch 

\\ ould b • left \\ ith the most dtflkult 

and expensi,·e teaching burden .1 ... 

"ell ,1., '' ·akened puhlll -,upport 

Racial Disparities in Death 
Sentences 

~ince the reinst.tlement of Lhe 

de,nh pen.tit) for ca pit.ti offens "" in 

19...,Ci, .,tud) after -.tudy ha., -,Jim, n 

condu"i' el~ th..it friun \11H..·ric,1n 

defl·nlbnts are much more likt·h 

than whl!t' dcfenc.lani... to relet\e .1 

dl'.llh sentenu..' for <.,1miL1r crime-. 

And the) ,ire yet more like!\ to 

reu: 1\ e .1 de~llh .,entence 1f the \ 1cti111 

1., '" lllle ea riv S' percent ol .di 

inl1l,llL'" executed since I cr6 h,l\ L' 

ht•c·n hl.lck . ,ts are 12 perll'l1l of the 

.3..3H~ inmates on death rm\ toda} 

\ rnentl) relea.,ed report from tht· 

Death Pt•nalt'\ InformJtion Center. ,1 

\\ .tshington. I) C. - h.tsed nonprofit 

111 ... tituuon , confirm., that race dol'.., 

1mked mlluence who lin~ -. and \\110 

dies 

One nL'\\ '>lllc.ly, conduuec.I in 

Ph1L1c.lelphia. lound th.it till' oc..lc.ls arc 

four to one of a defendant recei' ing 

the dl'alh penalty if he 1s hl.ll k. Thi:-. 

held true t'\ en ''hen the ..,e, eril) ol 

the trim · ,111d the clelendant ·.., 

background were taken into .llu>unt 

\ '>econd .... Ludy ..,he)\\ ed th,ll 98 

r ·rcent of the distriu attorneys in 

jurisdid101~s th:.tt ha\ e the lkath 

penalty are \\ htte Onl) one percent 

of the tfi.,lrill .tttorrwys in the'>e 

lolales .ire \lril.1n Amerit.in It is 

general I} the d1'>lflll ,lttorne) ''ho 

decide-. \\ hether to a.'>k for the death 

penalty in lapit.tl c.tses . 

Lher -.tudtL'" ltJ' e -.ho\\ n that Lhl' 

race of the '1tt1m 1s 'ef} inlluentt.il. 

The De,llh Pen.tit) Inlonnation 

Center's report not ·s th.ll in Mi-,s1s­

-.ippi. hlJtk defenc..lants are 'i .5 ume .... 

more likely to recl'i\e the death 

sentence ii the \. iuirn is \.\ h1te rather 

than hLtl k, 1n Flom.la 1 H t1111es more 

likel} . • 111d in Illinois 1 times more 

likely . Altogether, thl' race of the 

'i<.tim c.1u.,es ,1 pre1ud1u.d ranal 

disparil) 111 '>entl'nung that ha-. been 

llon U.iu-.e of the Jmcndment \\.!.., ,ll 

the t<>rl' of legal arguments to pmt 'll 

111111ont \. , ·011ng right:-. and to end 

..,q,\rcg.1L1on .tnd cl1scnmin.ll1on 

lronit.tll\, the ... ame dause i.., nm\ 

being u.sed to <.limini.,h minorit) 

poltttlal repre.,ent.it1on pponents of 

majont minorit} leg1slJt1\ l' distrius 

h<l\ e "lllle..,sfull) mounted court 

challenge'> to man} '>LI h c.ltstrtll.'> that 

\.\ere treated during the reapporuon­

ment proce.,s foll<m ing the 1990 

en-.u., The} daim chat the..,e dhtmts 

\ iolatt' tlw FquJl Proteuion lausc', 

e" ·n though the districts '"ere con­

-.truc. ted in th ' first place to meet the 

prm 1.,1ons of the 1982 amendments to 

the \ oting Righc... ct \\, 11ll h proh1h1t 

idenufied 1n 2' ..,t.lle-; ..,t,ttes from dtluung the 'ming ..,trength 

The death penalt} I'> now imposed of 1rnnorit1es. s .1 re-.ult of thc·-.e 

h} the federal gmt·rnml'nt .incl 10 

..,Lates , induding .di ol the .,outhern 

-.rate., , "here the m,qorit\ of frican 

.\mem ,1ns It\ e ~outlwrn st,tle'> .tl<io 

execute thl' 1110.-.1 mm:llL'" \s Lhe 

"lAA P Leg .. tl I) ·knse .tnd Fduca­

tional Fund .,l,lll'" 1n ih ">pnng 1998 

report, "Death K<m , l "> , ... 111ce 

l 9-6. Te\a.., h.1.., h.1d h) tar the m<hl 

execution'.'>-1 1"" ">tnle the· pen.Illy 

\\<t.., reinst.tted , nearl} on· third of 

the 1')] exerntinns 111 the United 

">t.nes h.l\·e takl'n pLtc.L' in Texas 

nother di-.1urhing fau ts that 

-.111ce 1991 , thl' numlwr of exel utions 

has been 1nlrt'.l'>1ng dram,lltully each 

year. There were I 1 c\L'LUlion-. 

nation" ide in 1991 L.1-.t } ear·., re ord 

tot.ti of 7 1 ext't uuons repre'>cnts ,1 

fi\'e-fold 111ue,1st· m c·r ,t '>t\ year 

period. 

Redistricting Blacks Out of 
Office 

In 1868, the Fourteenth mend­

ment "" ,1.., L'll•teted to l'xtencl the 

rights of citi/en..,h1p to lormer -.la,·e., . 

During the 1960s, the rqu.11 Protec -

< h,tllt>ng . ., , lederal court-. ha' · 

ordered thal ..,e, eral of the d1strills hl' 

n:dr.m n so that they no longer 

l ont.1111 hi.IL k 111<lJorittes . 

\.onh Carolina ., 12th congression.ll 

dtstnll b onl' example . One of l\\ o 

dtstm ts 111 tht· state represented by ,111 

i\fm.111 '\me11G1n, the 12th lu-. hel'n 

tonte..,ted evl'r '>ince its creation m 

1991 On June 22. 1998, ,1 panel of 

thrl'e kdC'ral 1udges ,1pprmec.l the 

-..t,lll' ll'gislaturc·., latest rec.lr;m ing ol 

thl' hound.mes 111 the d1-.Lrill in '' htch 

bLtL ks no longer compri..,e .1 maj<>nt) 

The lll.,torv ol the 12th distnll in 

th1-. dn.1de I'> mstrucu,·e In 1991 , to 

mel't th ohlig,ttion., undl'r thl' \otmg 

lhghi... \l t. l\/orth Carolina\ leg1sl.llurt· 

dre'' two ma1oritr-1111nont) d1stnu-. , 

tlw ht .rnd Lh · 12th. u.,ing the data 

from the 1990 t t·n-.us . 

Like otlK·r -.outhern state-.. orth 

Ctrolina \\ ,,., required to c.lo this 

h 'lau-.e of its hi-.tory of u-.111g a 

\.,lt'lc'l) ol mt·an., fir.,t to den} hlat ks 

the nght to \ 'Oll' .ind then lO f.tsh1011 

\ 0L1ng d1-,Lm t.., that diluted Lhe1r 

\'(>ling strength In 1992. e,teh of the 

l\\O 11L'\\ majority bl.1ck di-..tnch 
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