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July 18, 1991 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

UNITED f ATES 
COWMJSSION ON 
OVlL RIGHTS 

The Honorable George H. Bush 
President of the United Stat s 
The White Hou • 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

~003 /00 4 

1121 Verrnot'll Avenue, N. w. 
Washington. D.C. 20425 

As me rs of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, we have a 
profound s nse of concern ov r signs of growinq raci l division in 
the N tion . As a r sult, we ur ge that you act decisively prior to 
the 1992 Federal, State and ocal ections to prev nt the use of 
i rres on ibl e c am aiqn t ac t ics that only s erve to divide the nation 
alonq rac ial l i nes . 

Signs of raci 1 tension i n our chool , i n the streets , and on the 
j ob ap ar to be increa inq. Everyday, we are confront d with 
examples of hate crimes and racia l inc idents . A major goa l of the 
Nation must be to alleviate this t ns i on. With candidacies for the 
Pr esi e ncy lr dy b ing discus s ed, we must rec nize how 
significant the lection process is in the citizen 's pe c eption of 
qover runent . A c mpaign can se t the tone for race relations for 
years. The irres pons ible t ctics of a few cannot be pe rmitted to 
divide the Nation. The use ot inflammatory r c;cia l rhetoric in 
political ca paiqns will only fan the flames o f racia l division and 
d istrust, exac rbatinq social problems and making 9overnance more 
difficult at all 1 v ls. 

Fortunately for all ericans , most political candidates re fuse to 
permit r a c e itin9 and imil r tactics to netrate their 
campaign's dis course. The Com.mis ion bel ieves t hat mos t candidates 
will s how si ilar resolve in 1992. But the specter of divisive 
racial tactics a nd the ' resultant alienation requires that we, as 
public officials, actively endeavor to prevent su=h tactics from 
entering the 1992 campaigns. 

With he stronq moral authority of your offices , your repudiation 
of su h tactics by any candidate or c ampaiqn co ittee will be a 
major step in respons i bly d aling with this prob em. While the 
Comm i ss ion acts as a c onsc i ence of the goverruuent on civi l rights, 
th success of any effort to sensitize both candidat es and citizens 
on the peri ls of i nj ecting racial tactics into a campaign will be 
largely due to the strong moral suasion that you brinq to bear. 

Because of the problem's severity, we urge you t o convene a summit 
conference, comprised of ma jor public officials from Federal, State 
and local qovernment, t .he media, and private citizens , to address 
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this iss ue and to prepare guidel ines for prope r c onduct. Si nce the 
summit must be understood as a nonpartisan ffort, ~e believe that 
an open and strong coali tion is ssential for establishing a 
positive aqenda. 

The primary purpose of the S\lllUll it s hould be to forcefully 
establish, in t he e yes of both candidates and the public, that the 
injection of r acial animosity i nto a Calllpaign should not, and will 
not, be tolerat ed. The s ummit can serve as a f ocal point in 
pu.blicizinq t he inappropriateness of r acial polit ics. The s ummit 
could also serve s a va l uable inst rument for disc u sing practical 
p r oblems o! what consti t utes an i nappropriate use of race. 

At a minim , tbe ommiss i on be lieves t hat the following principles 
should be ado t d: 

l. A candidate should make every f f or t to a vo i d even the 
appearance of the use o f r cial t actics in the campa'gn. As we 
have learned, even the appearance of a probl em can result in the 
l oss of faith in gover nt. Candida t es, e v e n unsuccessful ones, 
c an establish a perception of the integrity of qovernment. As a 
r esult, e ach candidate must crutini ze his o r her actions and the 
a c t ions o f staff to ensure hat thos e actions cannot be pe rceived 
as having t he effect of inj ecting racial bigotry into a campaign. 

2. A candidate should advi se h i s or her s taff t hat they will 
be held person lly accountable for a ny attempt to us e race-baiting 
as a tactic. 

In summary, this Commi s sion believes that p ositive, nonpartisan 
action on the part of this Nation's political l eadership is 
necessary to establis h a standard of campaign c onduct that is free 
of divi ive r acial stereot yp s; a standard t hat consc i ously avoids 
even uni nt ntional l inkages of s ocial p roblems with a particular 
racia l or thnic qroup it ucb l i nkage would be unfai r or 
misleadinq, or infl ammatory; a s t ndar d, in um, that is worthy of 
a .richly multicultural, multiracial ociety such as ours , whose 
very diversity s hould enhance i t s strength. And we ask you to take 
the initiative toward this end by conveninq the s ummit meetinq to 
clearly define and e s pouse that standard. 

Respectfully yours, 

FOR THE COMMISSIONERS 

ARTHUR A. FLETCHER 
Chainnan 




