
a.I ..... Ca n'1 ' D1' Arthur Fletcher (above) pows (below) with std director Wilfredo 
Coaa1ez (sealed, r.) and commusaon members Charle Pei Wang (seated. l land (standing. l. to 
r.) Wdliam Allen , Mary F~ Berry, Esther Buckley and Carl Anderson. Two memben of the 
commauaon. Blandina Cardenas Ramarez and Russell Recknbaugh. are not pictured 

~(dry ft l..C'ud Bt!!thu•• "' atc-d 
flt·khc r ~ St huul 11louth ht- •.I:\ •tnl' 
Ill tht• t vc·nth iradt• htt h11 ,...,'"r 
ht t·ra tht stamt· In fad. mun· than lwf ~ 
< t•11lun liltt•r. the Phoenax bom C'h.atr­
mJn stlll rt·tnt"mlJt.n e-Yery dr1a1I of 
thtt day Bethune took th~ taJE'" •I 
Douglass Junior Senior High School 
Oldahom.a Cit~ and spoke the words 
thJt fort•\hadc>Weid hi1 life '1 work 

· Shtt said. 'I am u Blade as tht- a<"t- u( 
sp.adt-s md m~ thing but beautiful. vet 
J iuve bren summoned to the \\"hate 
House to advise presidents . I know 
ttw I am tallcmg to someone 1n th1s m· 
d1tunum who as Coins to pow up and 
ach1se a president of the Unated States, 
too,· recalls Fletcher. ~nd I came here 
to tell them what to tell the president 
when they get there.' And what she 
told us was: 'Always carry a brief for 

' Black folks. Tell htm when you get 
there that we Negroes, individually 
and collectively, can be ~peat value 
to this nation.· .. 

Looking back now, Arthur Fletcher 
says, "At the time I wu a D-plus/C-mi­
nus student but when she spoke. her 

~ spiritual electricity held me in the 
palm of her hands and I got excited and 

' thought. wouldn"t 1t be pat if I was 
the person carrying that mesapr 

Fifty-three years later, it ii Fletcher. 
He has counseled every Republiala 

president in the Jut two deades. He 
was assistant secretary of labor for 

A Message To America 
C ml Rights 
Commiuion chief 
kads~for 
racial harmony 

ARTHUR Fletcher rememben the 
euct momeat it happened and the 

exact words slae said Though he 
doubts any of the three U.S. presidents 
be"s adV1sed kmw it, tb.t -•t­
aad those words-are the reasoa 
they've sought mc:ou-' 1111111....,,.. 
aon he·s chair .. of the U • Civil 
BiPts Commi ... .....,. 

Before it hlfpelNMI lie was a 1111 
l11der, a aelf.d 1 ·~ •e= _. ..... 
1a1 the streets ~LA. wida ........ 
dewlai.tdt .... 
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