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 Commentary ™

ear Adm. John “Ted” Gordon,
former judge advocate general of
the Navy, predicts that any sexual
assault convic
tions obtained
in Tailhook
courts-martial
will be over-
' turned because
the legal nghts
of the accused
were nol pro-
tected by Navy
and Pentagon
leaders.
d The abuses
Gordon says he
saw from the

George C.
inside should

concern anyone Wl Ison

who cares about guarding the consutution-
al nght of due process of law for men and
women in the Army, Navy, Air Force and
Marine Corps.

His complaints about command influence
and conflicts of interest come atop reports [
have gotien from Navy and Manne officers
about being asked such demeaning and ir-
relevant questions by Tailhook investiga-
tors as, ‘Do you masturbate?"’

Gordon, a career naval officer not given
to polemics, said he stands by the following
: statements he made w the Naval Reserve
. Assocation about the Tailhook investiga-
tons shortly after reuning in November: “I
5 truly believe that the command influence

Lawyers, Tai

roblem created by our political leadershup
p

1S 50 severe that we will not see one suc-
cessful court-mart come out of thus pro-
ess. | am twld the defense lawyers are lick
ing their chops. | really beheve that our
government has failed all of us 1n this
event.”

Examples of command .;.f‘ uence and con-

flicts of interest
judge advocate general, Gordon said, in
clude the warning letter Vice Adm. Richard
M. Dunieavy, former assistant chuef of Na

Wwhich he protested wihule

val operations for air warfare, sent to Navy
squadron commanders in 1991 and the
memo former Navy Secretary H. Lawrence

Garrett Il wrote on how to proceed against
squadron commanders

Gordon, who denied the asseruon by for-
mer Navy Secretary Sean O'Keefe that he
retired because of the criuasm by Derek J
Vander Schaaf, Pentagon deputy inspector
general, leveled at the Navy Tailhook inves-
tugauon, said he takes no joy from the reali-
ty that "any convicuons obtained in Tal
hook ecourts-martial almost certainly will be
overturned on appeal ™

Officers attackung Navy [t Paula Cough
lin and other women at the 1991 conven-
tion in Las Vegas should be purushed, Gor
don said.

‘\.ILhOllgh Gordon declined w at
and verse on how defense lawyers
ument command mnfuence and co

can aoc-

nflicts of

interest, the paper trail is there for any-
body 0 put before a judge or jury. [ have

covered enough courts-marual to say with
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harshly” The admiral served nouce to
muiitary NG junes that Vant
people r g Th blat o)
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‘Even worse, your honor ' nemo
dated 2 June 199 m Na oecretanry

Garrett o the chief of naval operauons and

the commu nt of the Manne Corps. It
orders the Navy secretary WIL gener
counse hus own personal representative

and | quote, ‘personally to ussist’ fleet

commanders 1n questioning squadron com
manders about Tailhook and 1n recom
mending acuon I'h im ited L 1€
Navy secretary talkang to hamself ¢

the actions recommended by his own coun
sel, including punishment, were 1o be dead

ed by the Navy secretary. [ submut this was
a severe conflict of interest. Even though

the Garrett plan wi: impiem
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