Ford pledges to be President of
“Black, brown, red, white people.”

THE UNTOLD
SIDE OF
PRESIDENT FORD

By Simeon Booker
Jel Washington Bureau Chief

1l President Gerald R. Ford

“go all the way” in emulating

the Democratic President,

Lyndon B. Johnson, in doing
a political flip-flop from his role
a8 a conservative, anti-civil rights
lawmaker on Capitol Hill to an
equal opportunity champion in the
White House?

-This is the question on the
lmnds of many Blacks in the na-
tion’s capital as the 58th Presi-
dent assembles a new Administra-

tion, Vice President, Cabinet and
White House staff to lift the pe.
tion from an economic and emo.
tional depression. '

At the moment, the prospects
look good.

Already the President has come
a long way. At his confirmation
hearing as Vice President last
January, Ford was opposed by such
Black leaders as the NAACP’s Roy
Wilkins and Clarence Mitchell, the
National Urban League’s Vernon
Jordan and Operation PUSH’s
Rev, Jesse L. Jackson. One oppo-
nent was quoted as saying, “You
can put all the Black and brown
folks Jerry Ford knows in the
trunk of a Pinto and still have
room for the GOP elephant.”

President Ford takes exception
to this remark. He told the recent
National Urban League conven-
tion: “My civil rights record is
anything but negative, and it is a
long way from standing in the
doorway of a schoolhouse in de-
fiance of a federal court order in
an attempt to deny Black children
a quality education.”

Men who could help President Ford get
cator Scott, who imtroduces Vernon Jor=-

rid of the policy of “benign neglect”

“One of my first public appear-
ances was before a group of 700
Black Republicans from through-
out the country, who attended the
Lincoln Day Dinner sponsored by
the Capitol City Republican Club
in the nation’s capital,” he con-
tinued: “I have also spoken before
the National Assn. of Black Manu-
facturers, the Links Inc. and the
National Council of Negro Women,
Also I have toured the Opportuni-
ties Industrialization Centers in
Philadelphia with the Rev. Leon
Sullivan.”

On the day that he was sworn
in as President, Gerald Ford was
scheduled to officiate at a ground-
breaking ceremony at a new hous-
ing project in the Watts section of
Los Angeles, scene of one of the
nation's worst race riots in 1965.
Few GOP politicians, and especial-
ly one a heartbeat—and a secandal
—away from the Presideney,
would accept such a difficult as-
signment.

Despite his hectic first day’s
schedule, the new President talked
to the California audience by

phone. If he had spoken in persom,
he would have said, “If America
can build platforms on the ocean
bottom, on the sea’s surface and
in the sky, and send men to the
moon and bring them home safely,
we can save our cities’ houses, our
elderly, our low-income groups and
our poor.”

This whirlwind effort to “touch
base” with Black America appar-
ently is beginning to pay off. Few
Black leaders reacted negatively
when Ford was announced as the
nation’s new President. The Con-
gressional Black Caucus did not
boycott his opening Capitol Hill
speech,

But he also told the Urban
League convention, “I thoroughly
realized the impact of both the
change and expeectations on the
part of minorities. LLet me assure
vou that during my confirmation
hearings, minorities put me on no-
tice of their concerns.”

One of the few Blacks to testify
in Ford’s behalf was former Asst,
Secretary of Labor Arthur Fletch-
er. who told how the Michigan

are (l-r) labor expert Fletcher, communi-

dan to Ford, and Brooke, who greets Lowis Stokes, @ member of the Black Cawcus,
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Ford Meets With Blacks Iu

regsman five years ago ha

-3 iladelphia Plan,
wrascued”’ the Philadelp
w;f;:c}:lwas designed to help Blacks

. the construction trade. The

.g;::fetiad voted to deny fun(%!ng

. to the Labor Dept. for carrying
out the Philadelphia Plan.

Labor Secretary George Schult‘z
and Fletcher briefed former Presi-
dent Richard Nixon and mformejd
the Republican Party leadership
at a White House conference of
the necessity for such a plan. The
Michigan congressman, according
to Fletcher, went back to the
House and mobilized Republican
support on behalf of the plan.
Ford's efforts resulted in the Sen-
ate changing its vote allowing the
plan to remain in effect until the
courts ruled that it was legal.

Said Fletcher, “If it had not been
for Gerald Ford’s clear thinking
and commitment to equal opportu-
nity for minorities and women.

Get Their Ideas And Vigys

we might still be gty
define what equal
really means.”
S:)}Fg the overwhelming Black
opposition at his Vice Presiq
tial hearing, Ford has trdi~e(‘l‘ e“-
bridge the gap. He told the Ul‘.h,_to
League, “My first White Hnud-n
luncheon was with top Black Pin:;e
idential appointees. Inlnlet'liitt(;‘l\:
following that, I met with a group
of national civil rights leaders
headed by Roy Wilkins, the dean
of the civil rights movement ”
In fact President Ford called
Harlem’s Rep. Charles B. Rangel
(D., N.Y.), the Congressional Black
Caucus chairman, to invite mem-
bers of the Caucus not only to his
speech, but to a later White Houge
meeting. Rep. Rangel had voted
against the confirmation of Ford
as Vice President and so did other
Caucus members, except Atlanta’s
Andrew Young. Other Blacks, in-

Uggling to
oBvortups

ﬁ*’“ ice Pregident, Ford receives award from National Council of Negro
pomen President Dorothy Height at dedication of the Mary McLeod Be-
cukne statue in Washington. He greets Rep. Shirley Chisholm at the event.
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cluding civil rights leaders and
mayors, soon will get a hearing
in the White House,

The new President's “Open
Door” policy has broadened the
base of GOP Blacks. Rather than
competing for “top jobs,” White
House Aide Stanley S. Scott Jr.
and Fletcher jointly urged Blacks
across the country to “urge the
new President to name a Viece
President to the aspirations of
minorities.”

New policy-making positions for
Blacks are expected in the White
House, and on the Vice President’s
gtaff, as well as major positions
throughout the Administration,
including possibly a Cabinet slot.
President Ford reportedly is
weighing the selection of a Black
as Attorney General and is consid-
ering Republican Blacks of the
gtature of Philadelphia lawyer
William Coleman and former New
York judge Samuel Pierce, who
served as general counsel of the
Treasury Dept.

The Ford Administration also
is considering putting key Blacks
in the departments of Agriculture,
Interior, Treasury, Commerce and
State. The elevation of Black poli-
cymakers, however, will not be a
chief thrust of the Administra-
tion. The economy, with unemploy-
ment and soaring food and meat
prices, is one of its prime goals
and any improvement in this area
certainly will benefit millions of
Black families. As one Black Re-
publican commented: “Gerald
Ford may not be LBJ, but he cer-
As one Ford to another, Tuskegee
Mayor Johnny Ford greets Presi-
dent at meeting of Blaek wmayors.

President Ford greets Parks, mayor
his Grand Rapids hometown.
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Atlanta Mayor Jackson makes point
to President Ford at recent confab.



Here Are Blacks Who Can Get President Ford To Liste,

tainly won't be 2 Dick Nixon.”
owing are Blacks to
:,;‘ tcfl;)llas preside}lt Ford be.-
gins to organize his new team:
Arthur Fletcher, former as-
sistant secretary of Labor, who
pegan a friendship with the Presi-
dent five years ago during the
Philadelphia Plan battle on Capitol
Hill. Now a minority consultant
for the Republican National Com-
mittee, Fletcher advises the Presi-
dent on speeches and important
developments among Blacks.. _

Stanley S. Scott Jr., top minori-
ties adviser in the White House
under President Nixon. In recent
months, Scott, a veteran journal-
ist, has helped arrange early meet-
ings of Blacks with Ford and also
helped in Ford’s speech prepara-
tion.

Massachusetts Sen. Edward W.
Brooke, the only Black senator on
Capitol Hill. Mentioned in the se-
lection for Vice President, Sen.
Brooke is a mainstay because of
h.is astute evaluations of legisla-
tive programs geared towards mi-
norities,

Michigan Mayors Edward Bi-
vens Jr. of Inkster, Robert B.
Blackwell of Highland Park and
Lyman 8. Parks of Grand Rapids
ézgi)ho,}l;ﬁto‘M‘”“ of the new Presi-
ol ichigan trio proba-

¥ has known the President long-
€T, and has a much more intimate
contact with hi ooy '

i im, than any other
minority source The
qualified t . y are also
affairs i 0 advise Ford on urban

Airs in the sgame part

y.

irgin Islands Gov. Melvin

Evans, chairman of the 8,

Governors Conference. F Uth
siders the first Black Re
governor in U. 8. history
cess story” in politics.

Dr. Helen Edmonds, 3 (g, .
North Carolina State (_'(,“(',;2 ot
Durham, and a longtime H"l‘n}-,;-“
can who recently hosted the n‘@::
President at a D. C. conventiop uf
the Links Inc. The first Bjack
woman to second the nominatjop
of U. 8. President Dwight D. Fi..
enhower, she has been recognized
by President Ford for her long,
dedicated service.
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Mrs. Elaine Jenkins, president
of One America, a D. C. consult-
ing firm and longtime Republican
institution.

Dr. Henry Lucas of San Fran-
cisco, the only Black member of
the Republican Executive Com-
mittee. His advice would center
especially on patronage.

Norman Hodges, Republican
candidate for Congress from Los
Angeles, who President Ford re-
cently described as “the ﬁrst._ Black
Republican who may sit i the
House Republican Caucus m’some
40 years.” Ford says, “He Il be
very influential and possibly the
most influential freshman CO%
gressman to enter the House 1‘)“
vears. The welcome mat will ﬁ
out for him at the White House.

Atlanta Rep. Andrew Young,o?
Democrat and the only mmlf'f?"ﬂ;nls
the Congressional Black Cau
to vote for the confirmation
Ford as Vice President.

Mayor Bradley (r) and Newark's Mayor Gibson (2rd, 1) were among three
Blacks who attended recent meeting of 15 U, S. mayors with the President.

Black Mayors Ask Ford
To Handle Urgent Needs

Gary (Ind.) Mayor Richard
Hatcher urged President Ford to
create a Domestic Urban Advisory
Council composed of non-Admin-
istration officials to reopen the
closed channels of communication
between American cities and
American central government.

Addressing the new President,
Mayor Hatcher stressed that the
council could be composed of aca-
demic and municipal executives,
civie activists and leaders of na-
tional urban organizations. He
gpecifically mentioned M. Carl
Holman, president of the National
Urban Coalition, and Vernon Jor-
dan, director of the National Ur-
ban League, along with leaders of
other ethnic groupings.

The Gary mayor attended a
White House conference with
President Ford last week in com-
pany with 14 other U. S. mayors

of major cities including Newark’s
Kenneth Gibson and Thomas Brad-
ley of Los Angeles, Mayor Brad-
ley, who sat next to President
Ford, called for a federal public
employment program with ‘“the
jobs going where the needs are.”

The mayors attending the con-
ference also asked the President
to consider legislation relating to
mass transit and the formation of
a new cost of living council.

Mavor Hatcher also urged the
President to “focus on the need
and assistance in promoting equal
opportunity for all Americans.”

The first Black elected official to
meet with President Ford was
Virgin Islands Gov. Melvin Evans,
who was a member of a governors
delegation which met at the White
House an hour before the mayors
session. At both meetings, Presi-
dent Ford brought out that “his
record as a Michigan congressman
would not always be my guide to
his policies as President.”
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A quiet stillness swept the
House of Representatives cham-
;l ber the instant the Bfia:-:‘-]: 10
from Georgia rose from his seat

The man was Andrew Young,
the freshman congressniar :
Atlanta, and he was abou
dorse the nomination
R. Ford as Vice Presi

The time was wintr)
ber when Black and libe
ics of Ford’s ascendency wers
harsh, claiming ‘?j-‘rw‘ not to b
the proper man of mind or mor
ality for such : C{»vetfri :'-r,?‘.?es_ But
Young was to courageously dis-
agree.

“Mr. Chairman, in voting for
the confirmation of Gerald Ford
as Vice President of the United
States,” Young began, “I am
casting a vote of faith, and hope
that he will be a uniting and
stabilizing force in a nation be-
set by division and crisis.”

Eloquently, Young spoke with
compassion and Biblical belief in
the good in every man like the
Baptist minister he is.

“I look to our colleague, Ger-
ald Ford, to rise to occasion of
assuming this high office to grow
to that position as many have in
the past. Out of my Southern ex-
perience,” said Young, “I have
confidence that people can over-

come past parochial views, and
develop a broader perspectlve
which takes into account the in-
terest of all the people.

“Decent men placed in posi-
tions of trust will serve decently.
I believe that Mr. Ford is a de-
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Lone Black Congressman Gave ?agl}' Support To Ford

(‘EIL

iy

. therefore willing to ex-
tend ©10 = orportunity to Mr. Ford
tey miandate to unite
I will be the
=Ny unwarrant-

- pun

RM) Yo helieves that Ford will
serve the inierests of all Americans.

ed actions and policies coming
from him just as today 1 oppose
in the strongest sense the phi-
losophy reflected in his record of
public office.

“Let us hope that Mr. Ford
will respect and abide by his own
mandate, which we as represel-
tatives of the people are giving
him one fateful and possibly
final act of trust.”

With that, Young strode to his
seat and waited to cast a vote of
“vea” for Gerald Ford, the only
Black member of Congress
among 16 to do so. o

—GRAYSON MITCHJ
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