
' mn 
1ASRL GTO , D.C. - t least one of 

President ·Lxon's inner circle is swing­
ing hard at the hard hats - and when he 
hits, he hits. He 's big. He's black. He 
carries a long, deceivingly innocent title 
which nonetheless has a longer, tougher 
built-in club. It can affect tens or billions 
of dollars wor h of governmen construc­
tion. 

e Is the 45-year-olcl rt Fletcher, 
sistant ecretary of Labor for Work­

place tandards Administration. 

Th other dav Art Fletcher, \'rho 
once played enci ror the Los ngcles 
Rams and Ballimore Colt . tackled the 

ntire lahor movement. In effect, be 
warned the Pentagon that there would 
ha \'e to be more black \I orker on au 
of lt~ construction project . 

Later hat day, Mr. Fletcher, who is 
one of Mr. brnn's favorite dinner guess 
be it in lhe State Dining Room or the 
Ea t Room (and I've encountered him on 
the second floor a some ga herings) . 
old a caller tha he was ready to crack 

down on the labor movement if more 
blacks were not admitted to the top in­
come constructive unions. And other 
unions as well. 

BARRIER TO BLACK 

He said he was examining his "op­
tion . ' He added hat he was collecting 
"evidence" to prove that union hiring 
halls were keeping black from employ­
ment. And so, aid he, were union emor­
i y lists. If nece sary, he said wi h chp.r­
a<.'terislic blunt finality - like picking up 
an over- he-lme pa s and running head 
down - he would go to the Justice 
Department for acl 1011 a~a1nst the h1ring 
halls. He would attempt to '-Cl aside e· 
nionty lls s on wluch promot10n~ into 
higher paying job cla sif1ca tons are 
ba ed. 

These were hi replies when the cal!er 
had a ked '1 hat he meant when he had 
said that "the moment of truth" had 
come for mcrican labor. 

He had told a congressional subcom­
mittee tha he hod "found that bu iness 
and industF wa to con1ply. 11 they 
want to know is 'tell us what you 
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want us o do and we'll do it.' " He 
also had said that he 1 as taking a hard 
look at "a whole industry that operates 
under exclusive hirmg contracts. It may 
be that e ery company in that indu. try 
is not in compliance because of the labor 
con racts. We 're really ju t moving into 
it to be bluntly fra nk." 

He would not di clo e which "entire in­
dustry" but other sources disclosed he 
meant beer brewing. 

'BO E ' CRITICAL 

Ir. Fletcher and the labor move­
men 's top leader are at thorny odds. 
AFL-CIO Presiden George Ieany him­
seli went out of his way dt · recent Shee 
Ietal Workers intern .. tir :· I conYention 

to retort to a series or si iii ir charges or 
blockillg the blacks from r ion and high 
paying houri · rated jobs. 

lr .. Iccn ·s po ition i that the "on­
ly way · minor! • group could come 
into the killed trades is by the appren­
tice hip route." They must learn the 
trade, says he. Then he \\hipped al ~is 
critic . 

"There are some people who make a 
profe ·sion of being civil ngh ers," Mr. 
Meany aid a week before :.Ir. Fletcher 
cut loose, "who want to ri:;ht the \\Tongs. 
as they say, of many year past. The 
want somethmg that might be described 
as instan qualifica ion that instanlly 
qualifie a member of the mmorily 
group as a member of one of our unions 
and as a mechanic." 

IlL 'T REJECTION 

Mr .• leany added that "the unions will 
not buy" instant qualification. The na­
tion's lop labor chief reported he had 
told this lo George Romne ', Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

To take In half-qua!Hled black young 
worker wou d be "a fraud on the 
trad " and "a fraud and a delusion lo 
the JOUD" egro pplicant , bccau e if 
they became member under those cir­
cum tancc , they could not work on 
LI r joh that >cqulred a full sklll, ithcr 
as a plumhcr. electrician, sheet metal 
worker, en qi rcr, or anJnne Plse." 

• 
I n 

The labor chief aid that •the FL-CIO 
is recruitina applications throu h 
"Operation Outreach" m 0 major cities 
and have had "well over 7,000 minori 
applicants, 60 per cent of them in the so 
called highly skilled trades ... " Tbs 
Philadelphia plan, said he, is a "phony." 

.GRY SPEECH 

This resentment agains consis ent 
critics also was reflected in a recent 
angry speech unleashed by the carpen· 
ers' union president • Iaurice Hu ch~ 

" ... Jn plte or au our polic tate-
ments " aid iHr. Hutcheson ' in spite 
tlf all our slacere effort , in pile of all 
our successful working program , In 
pite of all our desires to have a larger 

and better trained labor force, we are 
constantly hara ed b bureaucrats 
and so-called 'liberal . We make jobs 
available and Jons go unfilled. W offer 
training programs and no one shows 
op." 

Then he attacked the critics of the con-
truction union as being 'not one bit in· 

terested in obtaining work or train · 
ing ... " for " tho e members of the mi­
nority they pre'tend to speak for and 
help. • •I 

PER ONAL REASONS 

1r. Hutcheson charged hese cri tics 
were using the issue for personal publici­
ty or to advance themselves poli tically 
and "to cover up for their own inadequa­
cie . " 

Ir. Hutcheson further cbar,,ed these 
critic were motivated b reasons "not 
related Co the prob em.' 

And it i quite a problem. IL will get 
no1Sier as the war fronts get quieter -
and the des ruction of the enemy abroad 
is replaced by reconstruction of the ci ies 
at home. 




