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Introduction

A 1000 Ao nolies e
The 1990 ( ensus counted

-

nearly 30 million Blacks, an increase
of about 4 million from the 1980
census. Our population grew by

13 percent between 1980 and 1990
to about 12 percent of Americas
population. Although most of the
growth in the Black population is
due to natural increase, immigration
fromm Caribbean and African coun-
tries also contributed significantly

to our growth.

Our life expectancy Is increasing
and we are growing older, however,
our median age continues o be
about 6 years lower than that for the
White population. Less than one-
tenth of our population is 65 years
old and over. Black women, like
women in most population groups,
tend to live longer than Black men

We are located in all States

ranging from about 2,000 in Vermont
to over 2 million in New York. Blacks
are largely an urban people, most

of us live in cities and in large meltro-
politan areas. The majority of us

live in the 20 largest metropolitan
areas of the Nation. More of us

are buying our homes, especially

in the suburbs.

Between 1980 and 1990, we
made significant gains in education-
al attainment and college enroll-

ment. More B’HCF women than

Black men have completed college

The number of Black households
especially female-headed Black
households

1980, in part because of the in

has increased since

crease in divorce and separation

As a result, fewer of our chil-
dren are being reared in two-parent
householgs

rales

Also. consistent with
national trends. more of our men
and women are choosing not [0

marry or to live alone

A higher proportion of Black women
than Black men are in the labor
force: and there are now more Black
females than Black males in the ci-
vilian labor force. The number of
Blacks employed in professional
jobs, such as lawyers, doctors, and
engineers has increased

The median income of Black
married-couple families also im-
proved and grew to 83 percent
of comparable White families

In 1989, our per capita income of
$8.850 was lower than the national
per capita income of $74, 140. Pov-
erty levels for Black persons and
families were similar at the begin-
ning and end of the decade, In part
because of the effect of the reces-
sions during the decade.




In 1790, we numbered about 760,000
and in 1990, we numbered nearly
30 million.

In 1790, when the first census was taken, Blacks
numbered about 760,000. In 1860, at the start
of the Civil War, the Black population increased
to 4.4 million, but the percentage dropped to

14 percent from 19 percent. Most were slaves,
with only 488,000 counted as “freemen.” By
1900, our population had doubled and reached
8.8 million.

In 1910, about 90 percent of the Black population
lived in the South but large numbers began mi-
grating north looking for better job opportunities
and living conditions. The Black population
reached the 15 million mark in 1950 and was
close to 27 million in 1980.

In 1990, the Black population numbered about
30 million and represented 12 percent of the total
population, the same proportion as in 1900. The
13-percent population growth between 1980 and
1990 was one-third higher than the national
growth of 10 percent.

In 1990, about one-third of the Black
population was under 18 years oid.

The median age of Blacks in 1990 was 28 years,
up from 25 years in 1980. Black males had a
lower median age than Black females. A smaller
proportion of Black males than Black females
were 65 years old and over. This reflects, in part,
the higher mortality of Black males.

The Black voting-age population increased to
20.4 million in 1990 from 17.1 million in 1980.

About 47 percent of the Black population were male,
and 53 percent were female.

The average life expectancy for a newborn

Black baby in 1980 was 68 years, compared with
74 years for a White baby. By 1990, life expec-
tancy for Blacks averaged 69 years, about

6 years less than that for Whites.

Figure 1.
Black Population: 1900 to 1990
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Figure 2
Age and Sex of the Biack Popuiation: 1990
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Between 1980 and 1990, the number of Fiaure
;B,:::;;:e;s:ns 6; 1years old and over B'glj:r:; 2ersons 65 Y Old
ed from 2.1 to 2.5 mi ears and
million. Over by Sex for the United States
‘ _ and Regi -
Black women dominated the older age groups. gt R reae
In 1990, 62 percent of Black elderly persons were (_Percenl distribution) | e
women, and only 38 percent were men. = ST

. United States
The proportion of Blacks who were elderly grew

from 7.9 percent in 1980 to 8.4 percent in 1990
In contrast, the elderly were a higher proportion :
among Whites; they were 14 percent in 1990 South [
up from 12 percent in 1980

Black elderly persons are located in all States of
this country. The regional distribution of Black
elderly persons was similar to the distribution of
all Blacks in the United States—55 percent of the

Northeas! B

Black elderly were in the South. Midwest |
West |
In 1990, most of us live in Figure 4.
metropolitan areas. Black Population in Metropolitan

Areas for the United States and

: ' : 1990
Nationally, 84 percent of the Black population Regions: 199 Percent Metropolitan

lived in metropolitan areas in 1990, 57 percent in ((jpetfcgnt‘ L B Inside central cities
; ISINouL!

the central cities, and 27 percent in the suburbs 5 B Ouiside central cities

(outside central cities).

United States N N 838

In 1990, at least 95 percent of all Blacks in the :
Northeast. Midwest, and West regions lived in Gl =
metropolitan areas. In contrast, only 72 percent [
of those in the South lived in metropolitan areas. South [

Our suburban population grew by 29 percent
between 1980 and 1990, reaching about 7 per- |
cent of the Nation's suburban population. Northeast I 985
Over one-half of the Black population lived in the
South in 1990 — a proportion that has not i
changed since 1970, The Midwest and North-
east each had 19 percent Black, and 9 percent
lived in the West.

West
Between 1980 and 1990, the Black population
growth rate was highest in the West and WaaRL L e R e R
the Midwest.




Figure 5

Many of ey live in the Nation’s largest Ten Metropolitan Statistical
L Areas With the Largest Black
Population: 1990
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cent of all persons residing N the Washingtor g e
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The cities with the most populous Figure 6
Black populations in both 1990 and Ten Cities With the Largest Black
1980 were New York, Chicago, Detroit, Population: 1990
and Philadelphia. (Thousands)

’ New York, NY
Of the 10 cities with the large:

tion, 5 gained population and

Black popula-
lost population

St
-
.

Chica go, | L

during the 1980's. New York City had the : |
largest numerical and percentage Increase Detroit. M _ 778
while Chicago decreased by about 9 percent _—
and Washington, DC lost about 11 percent Philadelphia, PA
between 1980 and 1990
Los Angeles, CA
In 5 of these 10 cities, Blacks represented more S
than 50 percent of the total population. They ez £ - =
were Detroit, Washington, DC, New Orleans, )
Baltimore, and Memphis Hetiom, S - o
Washington, DC ! 400
Among the 100 cities with the largest Black
populations, the city with the highest proportion Memphis, TN 335
of Blacks in both 1980 and 1990 was East St.
Louis, lllinois, where 98 percent of its residents New Orleans, LA 308
were Black. o e RIEG  B Bh £ 20 )




in 1990, our population wa .
3 s1 i
more in 16 States. million or

BlacKs k-\.rs?rfi" represented in every State in 1990
from about 2,000 in Vermont to 2.9 million ,r;ur:lpw
York, and 16 States had 1 million or more Bl‘t’ir-;c
in 1990. These 16 States were home to éo pc:r
cent of the Black population
Four States, New Jersey, Maryland, South Caroli-
na, and Alabama, reached 1 million between
1980 and 1990. Six of the 10 States with the
largest Black populations were in the Southu

B I P e s s o ;
California and Texas joined New York as the
nly States with Black populations exc [T‘G‘fj?rlg

' mihion

in 1990, we were better educated and
more of us were staying in school.

The proportion of Blacks 25 years old and over
completing high school rose from 51 percent in
1980 to 63 percent in 1990. In 1940, only 7 per-
cent of Blacks 25 years old and over had com-
pleted high school. Among the Black population
a slightly higher proportion of females (64 per-
cent) than males (62 percent) had completed
high school

The high school dropout rate for Blacks declined
from 16 percent in 1980 to 14 percent In 1990.

In 1990. 2 million Blacks were enrolled in college,

1 1/2 times the number in 1980 Twelve percent
of Black females and 11 percent of Black males
25 years old and over had at least a bachelor's

degree in 1990

Eleven percent of Blacks, compared with

22 percent of Whites had parned at least a
bachelor's degree in 1990. The correspond-
ing figures for 1980 were 8 percent and

17 percent, respectively.

New York

Cahtornia

f‘-,’h‘ magan

Maryland

Virgima

High schodl
graduate or higher

Bachelors
degree or higher

High school
graduate or higher

Bachelors
degree or higher

High school
graduate or higher

Figure 7
States with a Black Population
of 1 Million or More: 1990
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Figure 8
Educational Attainment
by Sex: 1990
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(Percent 25 years old
and over)
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Greater proportions of us are postpon-
ing marriage or not marrying at all.

Forty-four percent of Black men were never mar-
ried in 1990, compared with 41 percent in 1980.
For Black women, the figures were 38 percent
and 34 percent, respectively

Since 1980, there has been a 27 percent in-
crease in the number of young Black adults
15 years old and over who never married.

In 1990, a higher proportion of Black men, nearly
4 of every 10, than Black women, about 3 of ev-
ery 10, were married. In addition, four times as
many Black women as Black men were widowed.

The proportion of divorced Black men increased
from 6 percent in 1980 to 8 percent in 1990, while
the proportion of divorced Black women in-
creased from 9 percent to 11 percent.

A larger proportion of Black women than Black
men were separated.

The number of Black families
increased from 6 million in 1980 to
7 miillion in 1990.

Nearly one-half of Black families were married-
couple families compared with more than four-
fifths of White families.

Our families are not as large as they used to be.
The average number of persons per family
dropped from 3.7 persons in 1980 to 3.5 persons
in 1990.

Since 1980, the number of Black male and Black
female nonfamily households (persons living
alone or with someone unrelated) increased by
25 percent and 30 percent, respectively.

Single parents have become more common.
More than half of Black children under 18 years
old lived in one-parent families in 1990, up from
47 percent in 1980.

Figure 9.
Marital Status of Blacks by Sex: 1990
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Figure 10.
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we were less likely than Whites to
participate in the labor force in 1989.

Of the 21 million Blacks 16 years old and over.
63 percent were In the labor force in 1989

2 percentage points below the 65 percent rate
for both the White and total populations.

Sixty-seven percent of Black males 16 years old
and over were in the labor force in 1989
compared with 75 percent of White males

The proportion of Black women in the labor force
increased from 53 percent in 1979 to 60 percent

in 1989. Their participation rate was higher than
that for White women.

In 1979, the Black unemployment rate was about
twice that of Whites. Ten years later, our unem-

ployment rate was more than twice that of Whites,

13 percent and 5 percent, respectively.

In 1990, we numbered 13 million in the
labor force.

n 1990 6 8 million Black women and 6.2 million
llack men were in the civilian labor force. More

lack men than Black women were in the

W m

ned Forces

_T‘.

smaller proportion of Black men than Black
lack women were managers and professionals.
Larger percentages of Black women also worked
ntechnical. sales, and administrative support
and in service occupations than did Black men.

o D>

However, a larger proportion of Black men
inan Black women were employed as operators,

fabricators, and laborers; in precision production,

craft, and repair jobs; and in farming, forestry,
and fishing occupations.

Figure 11,
Labor Force Participation Rates
by Sex: 1989

(Percent 16 years old and over) [ 8iack

| [
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Figure 12.
Major Occupations for Blacks by
Sex: 1990
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We were heavily concentrated in
certain jobs.

In 1990, 22 percent of all Black managers and
professionals were teachers. The maijority of both
Black male and Black female teachers were ele-
mentary school teachers,

Nearly 3 out of every 10 Black females employed
in technical, sales, and administrative support
jobs were cashiers, secretaries, and typists.

Half of Black females employed in service oc-
cupations were nursing aides, orderlies and at-
tendants, cooks, janitors, and cleaners.

Thirty-one percent of Black males were opera-
tors, fabricators, and laborers. Of these, 30 per-
cent were truckdrivers, assemblers, and stock
handlers and baggers. Within service occupa-
tions, 45 percent of Black males were employed
as janitors and cleaners or as cooks; and 12 per-
cent as guards and police, except public service.

Our income reflects our education,
our job opportunities, and our family
composition.

In 1989, the median income for all Black

families was $22,430 and it was about $21,110 in
1979. Family income reflects several factors,
such as family compaosition, the number of work-
ers in the family, educational attainment, and

|ob opportunities.

of the $33,540 median inc
couple families,

often Iowi of thos
to the lack of improv

Teachers
Cashiers

Secretaries
Nursmg

orderlies, and
attendants

Cooks

Teachers
Truckdrivers
Assemblers |

Janitors

Cooks

Figure 14.

Median Famiiylncomebv
Family for Blacks: 1mﬂlﬂ 989

(In 1989 dollars)




Our poverty rates improved only slightly
between 1979 and 1989, from 29.9 per-
cent to 29.5 percent.

We made significant progress in several areas
during the past decade, but partially due to re-
cessions, our poverty rates from 1979 to 1989
declined by less than half a percentage point.

In 1989, 8.4 million Black persons were poor,
compared with 19.0 million Whites. The poverty
rate for Whites was 10 percent in 1989 and

9 percent in 1979.

About 2 million, or 26 percent, of all Black fami-
lies had money incomes below the poverty level
in 1989.

In 1989, 45 percent of Black female householders
and 11 percent of married-couple families were
poor. These family types accounted for 94 per-
cent of all poor Black families. The correspond-
ing figures for White families were 23 percent and
5 percent

Note: The Federally defined poverty level does not
include noncash benefits such as housing, food, and
medical assistance.

Over 4 million of us owned our own
homes in 1990.

The number of homes owned by Blacks in-
creased from 3.7 million in 1980 to 4.3 million
in 1990.

By 1990, 43 percent of Blacks lived in homes
they either owned or were buying, compared with
68 percent for Whites. The proportion of Black
homeowners has remained relatively stable over
the past 20 years.

The median value of our homes in 1990 was
$50,700, compared with $80,200 for White home-
owners. The median value of Black homes was
about 56 percent of the White median home val-
ue in 1980, but grew to 63 percent in 1990.

Seventy-two percent of Blacks residing in rural
areas owned their own homes compared with
40 percent of urban Blacks.

Inside metropolitan areas, 41 percent of Black
householders were homeowners, compared with
59 percent of those outside metropolitan areas.

Seventeen percent of Black housing units were
occupied by a person 65 years old and over |
compared with 23 percent of White housing units.

Persons

Related |

children
under 18
years old

Persons
65 years old
and over

Families

Married-
couple
families

Female
householder,
no husband
present

Owner
occupied

Renter
occupied

Figure 15.

Poverty Rates for Black Persons and

Families: 1989

(Percent)
295
- I
395 |
1319 |
26.3
445
Figure 16.
Tenure: 1930 Black householder
(Percent) B hite householder
434

68.2




Information in this report is based on the 1990 Census

of Population and Housing. Estimated population and
housing unit totals based on tabulations from only the
sample tabulations may differ from the official 100-percent
counts. Such differences result, in part, from collecting
data from a sample of households rather than all house-
holds. Differences also can occur because of the inter-
view situation and the processing rules differing between
the 100-percent and sample tabulations. These types of
differences are referred to as nonsampling errors.
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