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f the New Black.Power 
baraaininl In the convention. The new '70a leaders 
weren't looki!li for pat.a on the head; they were after poll ti· 
cal quid pro quoa. 

And It came to at the '72 convention In Miami. The 
political camp most In need of block of dele te votes to 
win a flrat.ballot victory South Dakota Sen. Georit 
McGovem'1. And the McGovern peopl came to the table, 
ready to barpln, ultimately buytna Into llllAY of the black 
leadership'• demanda. 

That also the year In which Rep. Shirley Cbllholm. 
a New York African American Democrat. launched her 
own candidacy for president. didn't make It. but e, 
too, achieved a mlleetone, wfnnina 151 deleaate wt.ea at 
the convention. Lest the Im on ii left that '72 wu all 
sweetneee and lfabt !or black Political unity, Chllholm, 
The Poet editorial obeerved, complained that Fauntroy 
and company had veered from their oriifnal atratta by 
cutt:hfi a deal too early In the convention, and that they 
didn't set much In the end. But the final maneuvm didn't 
really matter. 

McGovern lost the November election In a landslide, 
blue-collar, Georit Wallace Democrat.a and much of the 
country-epooked by McGovern's proposed $30 bllllon 
cut In defe pendint, his auaranteed annual Income for 
everybody, hl5 end-the-war platform and mlahand1lnl of 
the Tum Eaaleton affair, and by the rrowfng Influence of 
blacka In the party- jumped ehlp to Republican RJchard 
Nixon. S~ a Democratic convention that eeemed to 
have been dominated by the cast of "Hair" didn't helped 
McGovern much, either. 

But The Post'1 editorial noted, no matter how Mo­
Govem fared, thia watclearly the first time bl.ackl had par­
ticipated In s serious, critical and political way In a ~or 

American political party'1 dedalon.maldnf proceu. The 
editorial, however, contained one a1arlJli mlaJudanient. 
The '72 African American trateiY, it eaJd, " on track a 
black mode of participation In the political procea In thia 
country which ia not llkely to be rew:ned In the near fu. 
ture." Utt.le did The Poat know. 

Fast-forward to today, when there la vlalble re on 
In uaertiveneSI amoJli black Democratic leadership. In 
'72, a critical mass of polltldanl took the eltctoral proceee 
eerlously and, In tum. caused their party to t.al<e them aerl· 
ousfy. 'lbday, the Democratic Party'1 leadmhlp ¢' away 
with treatl.nl African American votm u all from a far. 
off planet. to be recofn{zed only on Election Day, and then 
by only a ftJW leadera who have nothlnf better to do with 
their time. In point: thia month's midterm electio 
In which party finAncllll 1Upport for African American can­
didates wu reladvely pane, ialuee of concern to lll8JlY Al.· 
rlcan American votm were fanored. and tuburbanitea and 
llngle-faaue groups were tdng all the play until a few 
daya before the po opened. Then Democrata let'Yed up 
BID Clinton, who, coming on like Moses, eouaht to lead hJa 
b flock to the polls. Thia year's election scene called to 
mind the line from the '72 Poet editorial that spoke of 
black voters who "continue taalni alona plcldni up what· 
ever happened to fall off the back of the liberal bandwag-
on." 

It doesn't have to be that way two years from now. In 
fact, if the Democratic Party expect.a itl most loyal core 
constituency, Afric.an Americana, to produce In 2~. it 
had better not be that way. 

And yet there are that the back of the bandwqon 
ii where tome proinlnent party figures think black voters 
belona. In a Wall Street Journal editorial P8i' article thia 
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