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bargaining in the convention. The new '70s leaders
weren't looking for pats on the head; they were after politi-
cal quid pro quos.

And it came to pass at the '72 convention in Miami. The
political camp most in need of a block of delegate votes to
win a first-ballot victory was South Dakota Sen, George
McGovern's. And the McGovern people came to the table,
ready to bargain, ultimately buying into many of the black
leadership’s demands. ;

That also was the year in which Rep. Shirley Chisholm,
a New York African American Democrat, launched her
own candidacy for president. She didn’t make it, but she,

didn't get much in the end. But the final maneuvers didn't
really matter.
McGovern lost the November election in a landslide, as

McGovern much, either.

But as The Post’s editorial noted, no matter how Mc-
Govern fared, this was clearly the first time blacks had par-
ticipated in a serious, critical and political way in a major

of the New Black Power

American political party’s decision-making process. The
editorial, however, contained one glaring misjudgment.
The '72 African American strategy, it said, “set on track a
black mode of participation in the political process in this
country which is not likely to be reversed in the near fu-
ture.” Little did The Post know.

Fast-forward to today, when there is a visible regression
in assertiveness among black Democratic leadership. In
'72, a critical mass of politicians took the electoral process
seriously and, in turn, caused their party to take them seri-
ously. Today, the Democratic Party’s leadership gets away
with treating African American voters as aliens from a far-
off planet, to be recognized only on Election Day, and then
by only a few leaders who have nothing better to do with
their time. Case in point: this month’s midterm elections,
in which party financial support for African American can-
didates was relatively sparse, issues of concern to many Af-
rican American voters were ignored, and suburbanites and
single-issue groups were getting all the play until a few
days before the polls opened. Then Democrats served up
Bill Clinton, who, coming on like Moses, sought to lead his
black flock to the polls. This year's election scene called to
mind the line from the '72 Post editorial that spoke of

black voters who “continue tagging along up what-
ever happened to fall off the back of the bandwag-
m.

It doesn’t have to be that way two years from now. In
fact, if the Democratic Party expects its most loyal core
constituency, African Americans, to produce in 2004, it
had better not be that way.

And yet there are signs that the back of the bandwagon
is where some prominent party figures think black voters
belong. In a Wall Street Journal editorial page article this
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across the country and start looking for another home




