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1r. Pre ident 

an a ti e ad te fi r ur an and small bu in affair , fom1 r pu 11 rvant and 
n m d citizen. I j in th. .. mor that 220 m 1b r of ongre 5 ma or and 27 

ashlngton. D.C. 20024 
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g m in op o ing th propo d EPA chang to ambient air quality tandard . The 
primary ba i form · opp iti n to t:hi proposed chang i th potential e n mi impa t 
on urban rein e tment and re italization that i urrentl und n a . I urge :ou to dir t 

PA . dmi.ni. trato Brown ro abandon thi has m a ure in favor of pruden e through 
proper obj tiv du dilig n . 

M. di nent ommunity c n lude that approximate! · ten 
orlh of urban inve tment a ital are in jeopard a the result of pro ed 

s re ult of h "'ffi 1 of c mmunity group and th r entitie intere t d in 
urb n r ital izati n, ank and ther nati nal .fiuan ial in tituti n ha e putt geth r a 
multi - illi n doll 1 f a. t d ign d to be a r vit lizati n to 1 for the urban 
land ape. It i m str ng c ntention that the ery Yi.able and e ective pr gram de ign d 
to urb urban flight, refonn welfare imp e education, and promote trong economie 
vvill b ~tall s a re ·ult of th ropo d hang . Th unint nd i tin1 ar 
numer u . 

ar in the ci ii right 
ime ed a 
m ofwhi h 

ffi ien . 

Ba ed on thi e. perience, I convin ed th t the prop ed rule hang 
j - reating a ti ·1 ty a m 11 manufa turing concern , dry cl aner and be u alon 
ill g 1 -- and, th r for . un-bank ble -- nt rpri Th r ult will b a withdrawal 
a ailable funding be au e the un rtainty reated b the propo d ambient air quali . ru le 
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i.. introduce a specter of future government action which would terminate or severely 

compromise the borrower's ability to repay. 
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I applaud the diligent efforts of EPA to make our air cleaner and our environment safer. I 
am the father of five children, and strongly support clean air. However, objective 
scientists have concluded that the current standards are beginning to prove effective. We 
should give the existing standards a chance to have full impact before adding costly, more 
stringent requirements. 

The fragile partnerships being formed in the urban centers with local government, 
churches, activists and banking industry are relying on being able to reasonably predict the 
future. These rules will introduce so much uncertainty that certain local reform movements 
underway could experience a still-birth. For example, the success of the welfare reform 
movement underway around the country will be largely dependent upon the ability oflocal 
governments and businesses to take up the slack. The record shows that the small business 
sector hires 80% of the nation's workforce and is the powerful engine that drives 
America's economy. !\fore than 90 percent of those small businesses operate in major 
metropolitan areas. The small business owners will be one of the keys to making welfare 
reform work. TI1ey will have to provide jobs to adults moving off welfare and to their 
teenage children who are already at risk, but who may learn through work experience the 
value and skill of self-sufficiency. 

Our leaders must act like men and women of thought, and think like men and women of 
action. The EPA proposal presently at hand is not consistent with this responsibility. EPA 
should reaffmn the existing ozone (smog) standard to allow time to assess the impact of 
current pollution control programs before imposing more stringent requirements. EPA 
must do this for the sake of the unintended victim. 

I thank you for your attention, and respectfully request an opportunity to discuss this very 
serious matter with you and your staff at your earliest convenience. 

Respectfully, 

Arthur A. Fletcher,~ 
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