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Kodak Duaflex II
	The medium of photography records images with light. From its inception, it has metamorphosis from pure documentation and truth to owning its own aesthetic and place in the visual arts. Photography has maintained an important role for scientific, media, and artistic purposes. It has undergone many changes of its chemical, analog properties as well as its digital sources. Film like we know it today, was not created until 1889. George Eastman invented film with a flexible base (History). It was unbreakable and could be rolled; this film made the mass production of cameras and the photographic process much more consumable. At this point in history, photography became more available to the average user, rather than a specialized technician. Smaller cameras were being made by Eastman’s brand, Kodak. These cameras became portable and garnered the snapshot genre of photography. These kinds of hand-held cameras were the Brownie Camera distributed from 1900-1901, the Kodak 35 with Rangefinder Camera distributed from 1940-1951, and the Brownie Hawkeye Camera distributed from 1949-1951 (Kodak Camera). These cameras revolutionized the way photography was used in society, and changed the overall role of photography as an artistic medium. 
	Kodak produced Duaflex cameras, for example, which were made in a variety of models ranging from the original Kodak Duaflex, which was created in 1947 and distributed until 1950 to the Kodak Duaflex IV, which was created in 1955 and distributed until 1960 (Kodak Camera). The Duaflex models are pseudo Twin Lens Reflex cameras—glorified box cameras really. Kodak Duaflexes are made of aluminum alloy and plastic components and are available with either a fixed focus of 75mm, f/15 Kodet lens, or with a 72mm, f/8, f/11, f/16 Kodar lens that has a manual front focus adjustment of 3.5ft, 5ft, 8ft, or 15ft. The Kodak Duaflex II also has a shutter speed of “I,” which is 1/30 and “B,” which is a Bulb setting designed for long exposures. Duaflex cameras also had the capability of being used with a Kodalite Flasholder (Kodak Duaflex). Specifically, the Kodak Duaflex II is a camera produced by Kodak in 1949 and was distributed until 1951 (Kodak Camera). It too has been manufactured with a Kodet and Kodar lens option. The Kodak Duaflex II, like other Duaflex models, has a viewfinder located on the top of the camera body with a finder hood. “The finder gives a large, brilliant image of the subject and shows just what each picture will include” (Picture). 
The Kodak Duaflex II is formatted to use 620 roll film with 12 exposures on each roll. To load the film, open the latch on the back of the camera and pull the back open. Place an empty spool is placed in the upper recess by pulling out the winding knob (push the winding knob in and turn clockwise). This spool will be the take-up spool for the film. To secure it in the upper recess, push the winding knob back in with a twisting motion; the winding knob will catch the empty spool and engage its capability to wind the film. Load the new roll of film by swinging out and holding the pivoted spool holder located at the bottom portion of the camera body. Place the roll on the holder pins and drop the film and spool holder back into its recess. Now, break the seal of the film and pull the paper backing across the opening of the camera to the take-up spool at the top of the camera, threading it through the spool. By turning the winding knob, the paper backing can be securely wrapped around the take-up spool. Close the back of the camera and advance the film with the winding knob until the number “1” is visible through the red circle on the back of the camera; the film is now ready for exposure. To take a photograph, simply frame the image in the hooded viewfinder and either choose the “I” shutter speed of 1/30 or the “B” shutter speed for a Bulb setting with the Kodak Duaflex with a Kodet lens. If one has a Kodar lens, however, one can make adjustments for the f-stop and distance of focus. The Kodak Duaflex II is capable of shooting black and white film, as well as color. The Kodak Duaflex II will not allow for multiple exposures because it has a double-exposure lock mechanism; the film must be advanced after the shutter has been released. The overall aesthetic of the photograph taken with a Kodak Duaflex II camera is soft around the edges. It has a picky focusing length—to have the subject in focus, it should be at least five feet away from the camera. The Kodak Duaflex II was made for “simplicity and efficiency” (Picture). 
	The Kodak Duaflex II camera allowed the average consumer to have what looked like a high quality, fancy camera without the extra “dood-dads.” The Kodak Duaflex II was used by amateurs. It was displayed in a Popular Science magazine in July 1952 advertising the cost of each Duaflex model—the Kodet lens model was sold for $14.50 and the Kodar lens model was sold for $22.30. This kind of camera was originally used for snapshots of family, vacations, and special events. However, in contemporary times, camera/photography lovers who wish to experiment with an antique camera have picked up the Kodak Duaflex II. It can be found in antique stores, thrift shops, and online for a very reasonable price. Photographers are able to modify 120 medium format film to be used in the Duaflex II rather than purchasing expensive 620 film. It is as easy as re-rolling the 120 film onto a 620 spool and loading it in the camera. Likewise, contemporary photographers have used the hooded viewfinder to take digital photographs. By using a tube to extend the space between the viewfinder and digital camera, one can take digital photographs with the aesthetic of the Kodak Duaflex II.
Although this camera was distributed in the early 1950s, it can still be cherished as a quality tool for contemporary photographers. Because it is an antique, there are many modifications that can be made to make the camera act as one’s own personal treasure. The Kodak Duaflex II is a rudimentary camera that can create sincere images from the experience of using a retro camera. 
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