
STATE OF FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH 

OFFICE OF VITAL STATISTICS 

INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS 
FOR FILING A DELA YEO CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH 

Section 382.019, Florida Statutes (F.S.), authorizes the filing of a delayed birth 
certificate. A delayed certificate may be filed for a non-recorded birth after one 
year from the date of birth PROVIDED THAT PROOF OF THE FACTS CAN 
BE ESTABLISHED. 

WHERE TO APPLY 

OFFICE OF VITAL STATISTICS 
Post Office Box 210 

Jacksonville, Florida 32231-0042 
Telephone: (904) 359-6675 

NOTE: The Delayed Certificate of Birth process can be time consuming, 
and if necessary documents cannot be obtained, it may not be possible 
for us to file a certificate. Persons with an immediate need for passports 
or social security benefits may apply directly to the passport or social 
security office using a "no-record" letter from this office before 
undergoing the process of filing a delayed birth record. In fact, in many 
instances, the social security agency will not accept a delayed certificate 
of a state vital statistics office if it was filed within five years of the 
application for benefits. 

FACTS TO BE PROVEN 

The following essential facts of birth must be established and documen~s fur­
nished must interconnect them beyond any doubt before a delayed certificate 
can be filed: 

• 
• 

Name of child 
(at time of birth) 
Date of birth 

• 
• 
• 

Place of birth 
Father's name• 
Mother's name 
(including her maiden name) 

*If the parents were not married at the time of birth the father's name shall n_ot 
be entered on the delayed certificate except by acknowledgment of paternity 
by both parents or by court order. 



(2) 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTS 

in the form of an original record or duly cer­
M docUm8f111 IUbt'ttlll8Cl_~~nd certifted statement. trom the custodian of 
tiled CtJPI theRIOt. or• 19¥'- minateon. 

• School nmrd; 
• Social ucurlly record; 
• MHltary record of pmwnt or"**" 1t111Mng 

dependent data regarding the reglatrant 
• Insurance policy application, peraonal hlltory lhNt 

(3) 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR DOCUMENTARY EV . \DENCE (Continued) 

• Census record; 
• Other evidence on file ln the Oftice of Wal 

Statl~tics taken from other regiltralon9~ 



(4) 

SOURCES OF DOCUMENTS 

• Hospital or institution where the birth occurred. 

• Florida-licensed physician, certified nurse midwife, Florida licensed mid­
wife or public health nurse who attended the birth. 

• Health department, clinic, or immunization office. 

• Accredited school - elementary school preferred. 




