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: COMMENTARY

prg_blicans should listen
: to Fletcher

rtment of the
blican Party
support the NAACP's 1954 Supreme Court
victory in Brown vs. the Topeka School
Board.

Many Kansans also remember Fletcher
as the lanky star of Wichita State’s football
team who went on 0
gain a flash of fame as &
member of the old Bal-
timore Colts.

But Fletcher's name
zoomed into promi-
nence as President Nix-
on's appointee as aasis-
tant secretary of labor
when he authored what
is known as the contro-

versial “Philadelphia \ i

plan.” Arthur Fletcher

This plan, instituted with the approval of
the White House, didn't call for outright
quotas a head count, but did set up
goals and timetables in the awarding of

contracts to minorities.

Fletcher's Philadelphia plan was later
sanctioned by the courts. substance of
thatd.chionmthttheburdenofpmof
for racial discrimination was left to the
employer rather than the employee. That
decision was overturned by the new, more
. conservative Supreme Court in 1989.

One of the main provisions of the 1991
Civil Rights Bill s to reverse the 1989

L

m
Civil Rights Act of 1991. Fletcher, who
was appointed chairman of the commission
i:Wchbu l:lulz;obn; fateth- bill, which is
mocrats and
posed vociferously by President Bush. o
k onl&.don Fletcher sup the ver-
sion of bill that the House
recently, he also took a strong stand favor-
ing the 1990 bill, which President Bush
vetoed.
Fletcher, who runs his own consulting

firm, entered politics more than 23 years
ago when he served as a special assistant to
the governor of Washington, later becoming
a member of the city council in Pasco,
Wash. The Arizona-born, Kansas reared
Fletcher is proud of having raised money to

decision.
So now we have Art Fletcher, lifelong

Rowbﬁmmdoninlnhiﬂoppoudbya

+being drenched by s negativism from the
huu:g:ndnhomdmonwhoop-
pose bill. Thank the Lord for at least
omﬂepubliunolthlmuolmmtchcr.

Vernon Jarrett is a member of the Chi-
cago Sun-Times editorial board.





