87 (LuOT CARtION

hen motng rruoted a Loy
Angetes nght after the Rod-
ney King verdict n Aoni.
Arthur A, Fletcher wasnt
wronsed. Fletcher says he ind the
agency he heads, the U.S. Cind Rights
Comurassron, had seen it comang.

“\¥a sent 1 letter to every governor
o (he country (a year agol,” Fletcher
recalls, M0 the presdent and o Demo-
crat and Republican leaders in the
House ind Senate.”

A3 he parzohrases i, the letter stited:

“llev. vere headed lownud 1 racai
catastrophe.” he says It could hap-
pen in the politcxl year 1992 uniess
you political lexders il 1 aomaret nght
now. And look it this mess that's m
place—'3 2 underbox—before some-
body lights 3 match and sets it od,”

Unhappy, Fletcher recalls 1 3 Bul-
letin :ntervrew, no one ook 'um up
on his suggesvon. The response—ar
lack of one—goe3 1 long way toward
explavung the Los Angeies erupuon.
he says. The swrwrut, he 1dds, vould
have provded in opportumucy to id-
dre=s the 11sues he beteves fueled the
Ot =" MO SUYE LNETTOIOYTNENI, DoOT edu
catmm, |l housing, ~xcesnive aume,

Nezaless to sav, Fletcher 3 nterpres
Lauon of the not dilers markedly rom
that oi the \Thute House—ogutung the
duru~ongued, 57-yearoid leader 1 the
jand of “hot seat™ he s grown iccus
lomed !0 over the rexrs.

As 3 veteran and nghts acovrst and
1 longume moderate Republican,
Fletcher 13 used to bemg odd man out.

He has been especuily controversul
snce 1990, #hen President Bush, an
oid political ally, sppomted him (o hexd
and, presurrably, revrve the agency.

Formed ia 1957 to monitor federai
ani nghts laws, the agency m the 1960
and 19703 was m the (arefront of Sahe
ronmy the moon's and nghts agenda,
But m the 19803 the agency deciined
under Premdent Resgan,

Fletcher s credenmis seemed mmpec
cable. He had been asyyant secretary
of labor [or Presddent Nixon and dep-
uty asmstant for urban affxrs for Pres
dent Ford. And 23 2 black lexder, he
had experrenced biss first hand.

But he got of to 1 siow start. He

‘ had airesdy mfurated his party's night

wmg when he caed Pressdent Reagan
“the worst presmdemt (or anl nghta
m this century.” The sptit deepened
~vhen he opposed Presdent Susht's vero
A the 1990 Gni Rights Act.

A year (ater, however, he oramed Dush
(or ~qny the Civil Rights Act ot 1991,
Fletcher 3 differences with the admem-
strmtsron wxiened after the Los Angeles
retary Martn Fitzwater sud the nots
were 1 resut of the socl wwtfare gro-
grams that Cungre=s emacted in the
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Man ot

‘rage’

Arthur Fletcher sees L.A. not
as symptom of nation’s racial ils

19603 and 1970

The contenoon netties Fletcher, who
heiped shape “ufirmagve action * poi
aQes in the 19703 to integrate large
sectors of the constructon ndustry.

Because of this erfort, Fletcher aays,
there 1re more blacks in construcuon
umons and on consuruction obas today
than in the past. “Affirmaure icton
is mry (ootnote in history,” he @yw
"1t has worked.”

So. was the not really cused by the
faure of 19603 and 703 programsd

Mot 1t 2, vy Fletcher. ‘“TThe ~ruo-
fton| it 2 Tvmotom of Amena 3 renesy

dent Bush should do sbout it
According ta Fletcher, the (os Ange
|e= 0t 's rraceaoie tg edforts by cer-

t \ t pe
Qe the amgy, ' be @ CLddng
230t wth the iear Soqery S
Shortly auter caim retumned o Los
Angeles, ust betore wvsiting the ot
scene, Fletcher talked fo 3 reporter
for 1 hour m what he beteves cused
the not and. idditionally, what Prese

331 ctements m Amerxa (0 styme tlack

acted in the [960s and 703 to provde
housmg, b, pubbc sccommodaton mnd
buniness cpporturnuty nghts.

“As these laws began to work, thes=e
amil clements come forth wth 1 oo
terartack,” Fletcher =avs. ~And the coum-
terattack was to il every peca of
leqisiauon we put on the books 1 re
quest (or specai trestment.”

With such arguments, thesa ~ements
have “iuUmost stooped™ the (ederal and
state governments Tom crrymg out
the intent of this legrsiation, Fletcher
v “And so what you ve got (n Los
Angeies| &y the comequence of this coun-
terattaci.” he adds.

So (ar Fletcher has been guarded in

hus spprasal of Bush’s response ta the
not. lle wpports the preswdent s il
lor lepslation to pive tax breaks lor
center<ity husinesses ind allow public
housing tenants (0 buy thewr homes.

But Fletcher aso 13 the first to admut
that Bush must 4o 2 whole lot more:
“Bush has to do something heroic.”

What Bush shouid do. he =xplans,
i3 g0 into the weil of the House of
Representatives, it 2 jont sesmon of
Congress, ind iddress the nation.
"What's needed is 3 vioon of an \mer-
i that works.” Fletcher says. “ath
all of its vial organs ucking and ail
of its atizens participating,”

Among actions he wnuld have Bush
take, Fletcher proposes the squvalent
of 3 Gl Bl »f Rights lor thosre vho
would go college 4 they could adord
it, regardless of race.

Fletcher knows 1l about the Gl Bill
Alter serving in World War I, he at-
tended Washburm University in Topeia
on the Gl BiL But he quickly leamed
that commpanies werent ready (o hire
1 black man =th a college degree.

After workmng for 3 tome 13 3 texcher
n rural Kansas, he took his [amiy to
Culiforma in 1960 where he had lined
up 3 pob. But he wvas fired vhen his
boss leamed he had helped organce
3 lwswe n Kansas, Brown s, Topeka
Board of Educstion—ihe 'andmark ==t
that mads racnal segregatinn imnilawm|
n Amenca s public schools.

Then tgagedy iguck. “My =de com
mutted swode because [ couldn't find
1 pb.” Fletcher sy, “She umped from
the Bay Bridge, after teilling me. "You
have heen blackbailed from the em-
ployment arena aitogether.’ ™

Fletcher 1dds, “And [ have been un-
der controded rage =ver sunce.”

Fletcher says the tragedy strength-
ened his resolve (o push (or change.

Destite the worsemung political -
mate. Fletcher mmsts he's optmtic.
He sxvs Busa il do the nght thing.
“fOush im'! the probiem.” he sys.
“fosh's problem = the ngnt »me. [U's
been snappmyg at km ail the tme and
anng, oy dare r=ch out 1nd em-
brace 'he mmonoes, sell see o it
you Aon t zet reeiected

Rignt vmg or no ngnt wmg, Fletcher
says he believes Bust =il go nto the
wedl of the House of Representatives
and 30dre=s the moon. “The premdent

wil (unved] 3 nonparosan edort to get |

this prodlem soived.”” he ays.

In fact. he iods, “I'm prepared to
wager that it wil be done between
now nd the ume of the Repuclican
convenuon. | expect him to do it.”

\s for himsed. Fletcher =avs he =il
conunue to push for the changes he
belieyes are needed, aven i it means
otfending some of the peopie n the
White !ouse. ! don't care -what
(Bush'sl advisers ire teiling him.”
Fletcher avs. 1 wil not back awav.”




