& PAORAC STARS AND STRIPES SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1993

EER LS L]

‘\w
&““

~———— PACIiFIC NEWS ———————

Fletcher: Racism prevalent in mulitary

BY RICK ROGERS
Stripes Japan Bureau

TOKY0Q — Institutionalized
racism is prevalent throughout
the military, according to the
chairman of the U.S. Ciwvil
Rights Commission.

“The military, just like Amer-
ican culture, has discrimination
and prejudice in their schools,
their officer and enlisted evala-
system and their judicial sys-
tem,” said Arthur A  Fletcher.
“It is not too much to say that it
is everywhere.”

Fletcher made his remarks in
an interview with Pacific Stars
and Stripes after visiting Amer-
ican bases in the Tokyo area.
Fletcher is in the process of
gathering information for a pro-

The bill would address the
denial of civil rights for mili-

tary members, Fletcher said.
Currently. the Civil Rights
Commission has no power out-
side the United States, he said.

The bill is being written by
Rep. Ron Dellums, D-Calif.,
and would create a Milnnry
Civil Rights Commission.

Fletcher said the commission
would be headed by the under
secretary of defense for equal
opportunity and would investi-
gate and momitor minorty con-
er didn’t predict when the bull
might make it to Congress, but
said such a bill would receive a
favorable reception.

“The- military should not feel
that it bas somehow let the
country down because preju-
dice is alive and well in the in-
stutution,” Fletcher said “But
the military should not think
that racism and discrimination

does pot exist here, thar they
are immune, because they have
it In spades.”

is greatly needed.

“Young black officers called
me last might who think the
evaluation system is a fraud,”
said Fletcher, 68, who was ap-
pointed to a five-year term by
President George Bush in 1990.

Fletcher said there are defi-
nite problems with the officer
rating system in regards to mi-
nority officers.

“There is a significant dispar-
ity in how officers, especially

black officers, move on their
career tracks,” Fletcher said.
“They are often put on non-
promising, junk career wracks
with no chance for promotion
or advancement past lieutenant,
captain or major. The Military
Civil Rights Commission would
address that disparity.”

Fletcher said he heard about
a “significant oumber of dis-
crimination and racism” cases
while he was touring Camp
Zama, Yokota Air Base and Yo-
kosuka Naval Base.




