Clinton Orders
Affirmative
Action Review |

At StakePrmczples _‘

And Pohtzcal Base \

ByAnnDevroy \

" “Washington Post Staff Writer.

" President Clinton has ordered.an .
“intense, urgent review” of all as- -
pectsof the government’s. affirma-

. “In a closed-door _ 2 o
day, with Housé: Democrats, the ~'|
president warned of ‘what ‘many &
Deriiocrats -already fear? that the "%
GOP will try to use the issue of ra-

cial preferences to slice into the mul-_ "
tiracial coalition that traditionally .
has supported Democrats. White . -
males in the last election generally -
favored &GOP' andthRepubhmntsssl

want fo keep them with arguments -
that the GOP is “colorblind”. while. -
Demograts give minorities unfair ad-
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An attendee at the Wednesday
House session quoted Clinton as say- -
ing; “We have to outsmart the Re-
publicans. We have to help those
who deserve help and stand behind
the best aspects and principles of op-
portunity. But we should also be pre-
pared to recommend modifications
where there are problems. We can-
not walk away from this fight.” '
Clinton over the past week has -
granted ‘a series of interviews with
black reporters in which he has |
made a broad case for continung !
government programs ttgat give
preference to minorities in cases
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‘. CLINTON, From Al |
méichonredmsatheeﬁectsofthatdls- ‘
G§¢r;.:ns-tephanopmﬂ08,§eniorﬂintm ad-

;"'"%3-_« directs the group overseeing the

igoﬁse;i and elsewhere are also concerned ‘
!about the implications of a ballot
fq,g-minCalﬁmniamagywldgmendt_he ‘
* st2.2 constitution to prol}lbtt public agencies |
f-om, granting ‘preferential treatment based
on Face, 8€x. color, ethnicity or national ori- |
gin ¥ . fadh L e
" White House officials fear that inclusion of
_the jssue on the 1996 ballot will bring affir-,
i mative action into the forefront of California_
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atxveymmemacnon. Republicans have been vocal in
theirattacks on affirmative action although it |
is unclear how far they wouldgolegslquve-
ly. Gramm has said if he is elected president |
bewm end major set-aside programs on his
first ‘day in office. Dole has broadly ques-
tioned affirmative, action programs and said
in é;iecetlt television appearance that more |
than 60 percent of white males voted Repub-
lican in the last election “bécause of things

fike this, where sometimes the best qualified |

person does not get the job because he or
Sbemaybemeeolor.AndI'mbeginnmgto
believethatmaynotbethewayitshOtHdbe
in America.” P )
And one of the party’s more prominent
conservative theoreticians, William Kristol,
this week used his fax machine to send out
his latest memo to Republicans asserting
that a “major element” of the GOP effort
once past the “Contract With America” pro-
visions should be “a rollback of the massive
system of racial preferences and set-asides
that has come to infect federal law and
AmeﬁmnlifeoverthepaStZSye'ars.". ‘
The president’s immediate problem is how
to respond to attacks on specific programs,
- such as this week’s effort by House Repubh-
cans to pay for a health care tax deduction by
repealing a tax break firms get for selh!zg
broadcast licenses to minorities. The White
Houseispreparhgfofkepubli&;anstoﬁnd
preferences that are difficult to defend, like
some of the broadcast lvense awards, to try
to box the president in® continually defend-
ing racial prefe; ences 3

Une senior administration official said of
the White House “intense, urgent” review,
which includes coordination with several de-
partments and agencies, “Republicans come
at this as ‘Democrats support race-based
quotas and set-asides and will give your job
or your contract or some other break to
someone just because they are black.’

“We are now beginning serious conversa-
tions about the whole realm of issues in-
volved here, given the president’s fundamen-
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tal commitments. We cannot turn away from
affirmative action. The issue to us is, is there
an approach to protect these programs, or
most of these programs, in which we can al- |
so win the political argument?” %

Vice President Gore has held a series of
three private dinners, the final one Tuesday,
involving a broad range of civil rights lead-
ers, writers, educators, elected officials and
others for discussions of race. The dinners
are meant to spur an exchange of ideas on
race and politics as issues such as affirmative
action move into the forefront.

A senior administration official said Clin-
ton won't back away from the “principle” of
affirmative action. “Our base would go nuts”
if the White House backed away in any sig-
nificant way from affirmative action, the offi-
cial said, “so it will take a lot of serious work
and sophisticated effort to protect these pro-
grams in the current political climate.”

Stephanopoulos said Clinton “has a history
on these issues and feels very strongly”
about the goal of using affirmative action to !
redress past discrimination and bring more
nonwhites and women into the middle class.
He said the president, in discussing the issue
with congressional Democrats Wednesday, '
encouraged their leadership to collaborate in
a review of the government programs. ,
| Clinton has begun making the case that
| Republicans are trying to fuel anxiety among
| white middle-class voters. :

In an interview with the American Urban
. Radio Network last week, he said, “I think
this is a Congress that is highly political on
some issues and wants to turn them into

|

wedges. . . . | realize at a time of high anxi-
ety for majority voters, the temptation is al-
most irresistible by some to look for racial
wedge issues.” el

- His goal, Clinton said, is a full national de-
te about specific programs, their records
alternatives in a discussion “that will
ing the American people together, not the
of another political campaign designed
divide us.” :

In a separate radio interview last week, on
e Tom Joyner Show, Clinton said, “I am
ping that instead of this being a bad thing
t divides us, we can turn this thing on its - |
_head and take it away from the people who

want to use it for pure politics. . . .”
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Clinton said his administration would “look E
atallthe'thingsthatpeopleqlla_fﬁrmame ‘
action” and “where there’s evidence of dis-
crimination, I think that affirmative remedies
should lie.” He added, “I think most people
would admit that whenever there is evidence
of discrimination in a particular case or
gmupofases.anafﬁmatxverexpedyxsan
appropriate thing. The real quesnonlxs, how |
far beyond that should you go?” ,_

Ofﬁdalspointtopoﬂsthatshowthatas
overt, public racism has become unaccept- .‘
able to most Americans, the belief has grown |
that discrimination, therefore, has;ngmﬁ-
cantly diminished. That makes a majority of |
Americans believe that granting special pref-
erences for jobs or government contracts or

“Those in the government committed to af-
firmative action and involved in monitoring it -
acknowledge that the abuse of ‘some pro-
grams gives ammunition to critics. Deval
Patrick, assistant attorney general for civil
rights at the Justice Department, said in a
recent Washington Post interview that
“there is good affirmative action and I think
there is bad affirmative action. I think we all
have to face up to the fact that in some cases
affirmative action is abused and I am not per-
suaded that the abuses you sometimes hear
. . . aré the rule rather than the exceptions.”
- Republicans clearly see a political advan-
tage in taking on the fight. Republican Na-
tional Committee Chairman Haley Barbour
said, “I think if President Clinton defends
quotas, speaks in favor of special preferences
and supports reverse discrimination, I think
that will divide him from the vast majority of
American people.” :

From the other side of the political spec-
trum, the pressure is as intense. Jesse L.
Jackson, one of those who attended the Gore
dinners, said that instead of reviewing pro-
grams and “looking for ways to avoid the is- |
sue,” Democrats should be “standing up and
defending” one of the nation’s “great success
stories rather than having it turned into a
wedge.” If there are abuses, Jackson said,
the administration should “find the abisers,”
not allow the programs to be killed or cur-





