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Mr . Ch arl es LaRoe 
Classifications and Parole 
Post Office Box 500 
St acoom , Wash ngton 98648 

Re : Mr . James Doss 

Dear Sfr : 

I fir s t c ame in contact wfth Mr . Doss shortly 
afte r the death of the la e Ma rtin Luther King . 

had been assigned to an industrial school in 
Watts as temporary director by the Co mmunity 
Acti on Agenc here in Los Anqeles . It appeared 
that the racial tension surrounding the death of 
l!artin Lu the r Kinq, internal mismanagement of 
monies , black - clas s struggle between the 
profe ssional nd t!e para - professional staff 1n 
that institution call ed f or the Feder 1 govern -
men t o cl ose the school . · 

The name of the institution was Opportuni 1es 
Industrial Center . I was d'rector for 
approx mate l y el even months and had the unfortunate 
re sponsib le of restructuring the entire Roard of 
Dire ctors, discharging numerous staff because of 
fiqhts and insu ordination, and co mpletel! 
rewrit ing t he goa s and purposes of that organization . 
This w~s a million dollar ope ration and f was 
primar ly in the hands of neighbo r hood preachers, 
who had hired their r ela t ives and played favor1 ism 
with he staff th y felt close to . 



Mr . Charles La Roe - 2- May 24, 1971 

In br'nging about a new Board, I had to set up a 
Board that tie Black community would have 
confidence in . That Board was voted on 1n a Town 
Hall meetin of local residents. Mr . Doss came 
out to be Vice-Chairman of the Board . Those 
eleven months represented a great deal of hect1cness 
and emotional subject iveness on the part of citizens 
and staff . In order to get back to the main 
objectives of training dropouts, the Board had to 
maintain the purposes and control, prevent work 
stoppage, and es ablish a new image with the Federal 
go vernment . Mr . Doss was responsible and stable 
through it a 11 . 

At the present time, I am Deputy Director over a 
34 mi lion-dol ar program which is schedu ed o hi e 
2,000 people . I feel safe in saying that the 
community and I would heartily offer tr . Doss an 
opportunity to contri bute again to this comm n1 y 
by working in one of the 42 projects that we are 
funding and ha ve mon1to 1ng responsibilities for . 

Sincere y, 

~~ 
WILLIAM H. JON 
Deputy Program Administrator 

cc: U. S. Board of Parole 
Washington , D. C. 

Miss Mar aret Pulley 
117 Stnte Dr ve 
San Francisco, California 




