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Civil rights chief is no lapdog 
A 

rtbur A. Fletcher ii not the most popular guy 
in the BUl.h Whi~ House. 

He'a a thorn in the aide or Chief of Staff 
John Suounu, with a naaty habit of contradict ill( the 
pretident and hi1 advaen ·in public. When Geol'ft 
Buah thtta~ned to veto the Civil R ighta Act of 1990, 
calling it a "quota bill," Fletcher, who had juat bun 
named to head the U.S. Civil Rijbta Commisaion, 
wrote 1 blunt vticle for the New York T im!! calling 
it " tht mOlt imporu.nt civil riabt. lefislation o( the 
lut quartar -~ntury" and accu.ain1 the oppocition or 

out of the c!Olet and did so comfortably," according 
to the SS. yur-old commission chalnnan, wbo.e rec­
ord or civil fi&bu 1ctivi1rn dat.eS back to 1948; be 
uys he r.tumtd to 1ovemment bec.au.ae it looked 
like .. we wt1e 1bout to loH lt alt .. 

How effective one outspoken bl.M:k appointM can 
be in a ronaerv1tive-leaninc ad.miniatration that ii 
ncuded with distru1t by muy cMJ fiihtl leaders 
rema ira to be a.en. Buah operatives 1tilJ whine about 
"quota" And 10me are bettini P'l.kher'1 license to 
speak hi1 mind won 't lut. · 

turnin1 iu beck on "the real world ." 
When S«retary of Hou.ain& and Urban 

Development Jack F. Kemp proposed 
vouchen for public aid ~ipienta, Fletch · 
er taid it aounded likt he wu "confusing 
civil rigbta wi th welfare." 

But Flet.chtr, who has emeried M the conacience 
------- of this admini.ttration. hu alreedy woo 

When Fletcher, a lifelona Republican 
who }w 1erved in the admin iatntions of 
thrtt other presidents, warna bi.I own 
audiences of the dangen or political " race ­
baiti.ni," he inclu«k1 the notoriou. Willie 
Honon Ida with which the Buah campaifn 
fanned fun of ncial violenct in the 

over aome or it.a detradon ln Conareu 
and pe!'1uaded them to restore commit­
s.ion f u n<U they withheld d urine the Rea. 
ian yean, when the 3-4 -year -old civil 
ri(bta monitorin1 qency appeand to have 
1b&.ndoned ita minion. 

summer ol 1988. "It's not 1ood for the C... 
nat ion for it to be done. Period," he uya. Ashklnazil 

And he ia now t&Wnc up the Civil 
Riahta Act of 1991, which Blah hn also 
threate..ct to veto. 

In Chicqo to announce the reopenini of 
a rerion&l office that bad been closed 
1ince 1986, he aaid Monday that he would 
aak Coninu next year to re.store the 
oommiuion '1 outreach to itt pre -Reagan 
ltvela by openini four more reg ional of· 
tieee around the country, for a total of 10. 

He demoruuated that be bu kept hie 
ear to the. ~. rattllai off new 1W'Vey 

So nobody wu very 1U1pn.ed when Buah'• a.id• 
left hit name off a liat or inviteea to a White Houae 
obeervance of Black Hiatory Month. Nobody, that ia, 
ncept Bush, tt whote npreu order it was resto~ 

Fletdaer may not uy t.ht thinp Buah wanta to 
hear, but hi otT1n that anecdote as an example ol 
bow much t.binp have changed aince the daya or 
Ronald Reqan-who ahunoe<f bia critict and packed 
the once tiercely independent civil richts watchdO( 
agency with 1worn enemies of atr'U'lllative action and 
bu•inr, eamil1f Fletcher'• aaaeument u "one of the 
worst pruidents in h ietory." Reaian foeured " a lack 
of ron~m and an environment in which racieta came 
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data about U.S. racial attitudea. 
He detcribed our town '• racial and ethnic enclavet 

u poor eumplH (01 the nation. 
And he atroncly deplored recent outbreah of 

police brutality and campu.a racism, asking thOM of 
ue who area't alto deploring them • ·here we upect 
th. moral luder.hip to come rrom? 

It hAI been ao lons ti.nee the Ci\il Rirht.a Commi.t · 
1ion had 1 chid of thia ilk, a chairman who wu not a 
prealdential lapdoe, that tt takes some aett ing uaed 
to. And mol"I powtr to him. 

Carok AahJriMu u a member of the Ch icago 
Sun· Timu tditorio l board. 


